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lings  in  the  City  of  Constantinople.  Turkish  Splendour  con- 
sisting in  the  Luxuries  not  the  Comforts  of  life.  pp.  664 — 570 

CHAP.  XXXV. 

Her  Majesty's  departure  from  Constantinople.  The  Passage  of 
the  Dardanelles.  Feat  of  swimming  across  the  Hellespont. 
Wine  of  the  Dardanelles.  Expedition  planned  by  Her  Ma« 
jesty  to  visit  the  Pliuns  of  ancient. Troy.  Voyage  down  the 
Hellespont  pp.  571 — 584 

CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Arrival  at  Rhodes.  Delightful  Orange  and  Citron  Groves.  Anti- 
quities. Remarkable  Castle.  Dexterity  of  its  Divers.  Curious 
instance  of  it.  Sail  for  Acre.  Arrival,  and  general  description 
of  it.  Rosetta.  Arab  Seamen.  Rachmanie.  Climate  of 
Egypt  Ophthalmia.  Buffaloes  of  the  Nile.  Whirlwinds  of 
Sand.  pp.  585-— 598 

CHAP,  xxxvn. 

First  View  of  the  Pyramids.  The  impression  produced  by  their 
distant  appearance.  Arrival  at  Cairo.  The  Plagues  of  Egypt. 
Arab  Manners  and  Dress.  Arab  mode  of  riding.  Their  sin- 
gular personal  concealment.  Return  to  Acre.  Sail  thence 
for  Jaffa.  Difficulty  of  obtaining  Passports.  Her  Majesty 
compelled  to  return  to  Acre.  Passports  granted.  Her  Ma- 
jesty *s  Retinue  and  Escort  assembled.  The  Journey  commenced. 
l)escr]ption  of  the  Retinue  and  Preparations.       pp.  599 — 606 

CHAP,  xxxvni. 

Her  Majesty*8  progress  to  Nazareth.  Arrival  there.  Objects 
of  interest.  Fountain  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  Entertainment  of 
Her  Majesty.  Convent  of  Franciscans.  Extraordinary  Su- 
perstitions of  the  Inhabitants  respecting  it.  Holy  Relics. 
Stone  on  which  Christ  sat  with  the  Disciples  after  the  Resur- 
rection. Her  Majesty  leaves  Nazareth  for  a  Tour  of  Galilee. 
JVoceeds  to  Galilee  and  the  Lake  of  Gennesareth.    Village  of 
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Cana.  Fountain  of  the  water  converted  into  wine  at  the 
marriage  Snut.  Field  in  which  the  Disciples  plucked  ^e 
ears  of  com  on  the  Sabbath.  The  spot  on  which  Christ  fed 
the  Multitude.  Grand  scenery  of  the  Lake  of  Gennesareth. 
Town  of  Tiberias.  One  of  the  earliest  Christian  Churches  sup« 
posed  to  have  been  built  by  Peter.  pp.  607—^19 

CHAP.  XXXIX. 

Yiolent  and  oppressive  Heat  of  the  climate.  Picture  of  Arab 
ldanDers.v  Remarkable  attachment  of  the  Arabs  to  their 
Horses.  Arrival  at  an  antique  Castle  of  strength.  Scene  of 
Feudal  Magnificence.  Military  Crrandeur.  Napolese.  Its 
rich  and  varied  prospects.  Gardens  and  Groves.  Her  Ma- 
jesty proceeds  to,  Jerusalem.  Ramku  Her  Majesty's  recep- 
tion at  a  Convent    An  oriental  Sun-rise.  pp.  ^90—032 

CdAP.  XL. 

First  ykw  of  the  City  of  Jerusalem.  Its  extraordinary  effect. 
Reception  of  .the  Cavalcade  by  tlie  Turkish  authorities.  Gene- 
ral view  of  the  city.  A  Turkish  Palace.  The  supposed  site 
of  the  Judgment-hall  in  which  Christ  was  condemned.  The 
Holy  Sepulchre.  Remains  of  the  Church  in  which  the  Body 
of  Christ  was  anointed.  A  column  of  Granite  said  to  belong 
to  the  palace  of  Pontius  Pilate.  Mount  Calvary.  An  excur- 
sion to  Bethlehem.  Star  of  Bethlehem.  Site  of  the  Holy 
Manger.  pp.  633—645 

CHAP.  XLL 

Leave  Bethelem.  The  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  The  Field  of 
Blood.  Ancient  Monuments.  Tomb  of  Isaiah.  Bethany. 
Place  of  the  Ascension.  Venerated  impression  of  the  feet  of 
Christ  Tombs  of  Joseph,  James,  Anne,  and  the  Virgin 
Mary.  Army  of  the  P^ha  of  Damascus.  Particular  descrip- 
tion of  Jerusalem.  pp.646 — 653 

CHAP.  XLII. 

Description  of  Jerusalem  continued.  Mahometan  Superstitions. 
Mosqnes.  Singular  Ablution  of  the  Holy  Temple  by  Saladin. 
The  Walls  of  Jerusalem.  Present  depopulated  state  of  the  city. 
Sepulchres  of  the  Kings.  Bazars.  Trade.  Christian  Females. 
Climate  of  Jerusalem.  Its  Manufactures.  pp.654— 665 

CHAP  XLIII. 

Her  Majesty  makes  a  Journey  to  Jericho.  Escort  Dismal 
approach.  Its  present  miserable  state.  Sacred  Relics.  Women 
of  Jericho.  Plant  from  which  the  Crown  of  Thorns  was  formed. 
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The  River  Jotdanl  Dead  Sea.  Pillar  of  Salt  Sit^of  Sodom 
and  Oomorrha.  A  Monaatery.  Her  Majedty'a  munificent 
Donationfl  in  Jerosalem.  Institution  of  the  Royal  Order  of 
Knighthood  of  St.  Caroline  of  Jerusalem.  pp  eeS-^^TS 

CHAP.  XLIV. 

Her  Majesty  leaves  Jerusdem.  Reflections.  Proceed  to  Jaffa. 
Visit  the  celebrated  Ruins  of  Ascalon.  Beautiful  scenery  of 
Jaffa.  Her  Majesty's  reception.  Departure.  Ascalon.  Its 
interesting  Ruins.  Temple  of  Venus.  Armour  of  the  Crusaders 
found  amidst  these  ruins.  ]pp,  676 — 661 

CHAP.  XLV, 

Her  Majesty  s  Embarkation.    Vessel,  and  mode  of  equipment. 

Nautical  arrangements.  St  Jean  D' Acre.  Her  Majesty's  Veasel 
.  finally  quits  the  coast.  Danger  of  Pirates.  Precautions. 
'  Rhodes.     Candia.     Detention  fiiere  by  stress  of  weather. 

Sketch  of  the  Country^  pp.  682 — 693 

CHAP.  XLVI. 

Her  Majesty,  on  her  return  to  a  Christian  country,  attends  divine 
service  in  public,  to  offer  thanks^ving  for  the  consummation 
of  her  perilous  journeys  by  sea  and  land.  Facts  and  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  Barbary  Pirates.  Put  to  sea  from  Syra- 
cuse. HerMijesty  engages  die  convoy  of  an  Austrian  frigate. 
Catania.  Messina.  Quarantine.  Arrival  in  the  Bay  of  Naples. 
Arrival  at  Gaetii.  Terradna.  Landing  by  special  permission 
of  his  Holiness  the  Pope.  Her  Majesty  has  an  audience, of 
the  Pope.  Leaves  Rome  for  Milan.  Route.  Florence.  Bo- 
logna. Modena.  Parma.  Milan.  Arrival  at  Her  Maje8t3r's 
Villa  D*£ste.  pp.  694— 720 

CHAP.  XLVII. 

Her  Majesty's  arrival  at  the  Villa  D*£ste.  Reflections  on  the 
happy  termination  of  Her  Majesty*s  remarkable  undertaking. 
The  improvements  projected  by  Her  Majesty  for  the  embel- 
lishment of  the  Villa,  and  the  general  advantage  of  the 
country.  Her  Majesty's  Establishment  and  Suite  at  the  Villa 
D'Este.  Purchase  and  Establishment  of  a  rural  Villa.  Journey 
to  the  Tyrol  pp.  721—725 

CHAP.  XLVm. 

Her  Majesty's  Tour  into  Germany.  The  Lodesan.  Trent.  The 
famous  Council  of  Trent.  Savage  scenery.  Halle.  City  of 
InspruCk.  Salt  Mines.  Saltzburg.  Vieqna.  Return  to  the 
Villa  D*Este.  Journey  to  Rome.  Purchase  of  a  Roman 
Villa.  Return  to  Como.  Journeys  to  Switzerland.  Her 
Majesty  determmes  to  quit  [Italy  for  England.  Con- 
cluding Reflections  and  Observatk>ns.  pp.  726 — ^755 
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VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS 

OF  HER  MAJESTY 
CAROLINE  QUEEN  OF  ENGLAND. 

Ssc.  , 

CHAPTER  I. 

Departure  of  the  Princess  and  suite  from  London. 
— Arrival  at  Brighton. — Embarkation  Qn  board 
the  Jason. — Departure  from  the  English  Coast. — 
Society  on  Ship^hoard.— 'Anchor  in  the  Elbe. — 
Arrival  in  Hamburgh. — Descrijdion  of  that 
city. —  Departure. — Arrival  at  Bremen. — De- 
scription. — Mummies  exhibited  in  the  vault  of 
the  Cathedral. — Verden  described. — Historical 
and  Geographical  account  of  Zell. — Arrival  at 
Bfnmgwick.  —  Reception.  —  Description  of  Pa^ 
laces^  Sgc. — Caverns  in  the  Hartz-^country. 

On  the  9th  of  August  1814,  Her  Majesty 
C>iROLiNE  Queen  of  England,  (then  Princess  of 
Wales,)  and  suite,  departed  from  London  for 
Brighton,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Germany  and 
other  parts  of  the  Continent  of  Europe.  The 
Princess's  suite  consisted  of  Lady  Charlotte 
Lindsay  and  Lady  Elizabeth  Forbes,  Midds  of 
Honour;  Colonel  St*  Leger  and  Sir  William 
GeD,  Chamberlains ;  Captain  Hesse,  Equerry ; 
Dr.  Holland,  Physician;  and  master  William 
Aiaidn,  lier  Eoyat  Higfaness's  protegee*    Besides 
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the  ladies  and  gentlemen  here  enumerated,  there 
were  others,  who  filled  rarious  departments  m  Her 
Royal  Highness's  household. 

The  Princess  and  suite  arrived  at  the  Steyne 
Hotel  at  half-past  four  o^clock  in  the  afternoon ; 
but  Captain  King,  of  the  Jason  frigate,  not  being 
in  readiness  to  receive  her.  Her  Royal  Highness 
gave  orders  to  proceed  to.South  Lancing,  two  miles 
from  Worthing,  where  she  went  on  board  the 
Jason,  in  Captain  King's  own  barge*  From  the 
barge  the  Princess  viewed,  with  mingled  regret* 
sorrow,  and  benevolent  feeling,  the  vast  concourse 
of  spectators,  who  had  followed  her  to  the  beach, 
on /foot,  on  horseback,  and  in  carriages.  She 
repeatedly  kissed  her  hand  to  the  assembled  mul- 
titude, who,  with  sorrow  on  their  countenances 
at  seeing  her  quit  the  land  of  her  early  hopes, 
waved  their  handkerchiefs  aloft,  in  token  of 
attachment  to  her  person.  These  signs  of  regret, 
and  encouragement  to  repose  her  fortunes  on  the 
love  of  her  future  subjects,  deeply  penetrated  the 
Princess's  heart.  A  few  tears  fell,  but,  hastily 
brushing  them  aside,  her  Royal  Highness  turned 
her  head  towards  the  ship,  which  was  in  readiness 
to  receive  her  on  board.  In  the  barge's  progress 
to  the  frigate,  the  deepest  silence  prevailed ;  and 
this  not  being  interrupted  by  the  spectators  on 
shore,  the  parting  was  truly  aflFecting. 

On  ascending  the  ship's  side,  the  Princess  con- 
templated the  scene  before  her :  with  tearful  eyes 
«he  beheld  England  retiring  from  her  viewi  and 
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mik  her  hands  raised  towards  heaven^  she  implored 
a  blessing  on  its  inhabitants.  After  a  short  time 
had  elapsed  in  these  mournful  duties^  the  Prineess 
retired  to  her  apartment^  where,  in  secret,  but 
with  her  manifold  sorrows  bursting  on  her  afresh, 
she  renewed  her  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  the 
generous  and  noble  nation,  whose  coasts  were 
every  moment  becoming  more  distant. 

The  Princess,  having  been  prevailed  on  to  take 
some  refreshment,  retired  to  rest.  Next  morning 
she  was  observed  to  have  considerably  recovered 
her  usual  spirits;  ^d  the  weather  being  parti- 
cularly fine,  the  whole  party  greatly  enjoyed 
the  voyage.  As  every  possible  mark  of  respect 
was  religiously  and  willingly  paid  to  Her  Royal 
Highness  by  all  on  board ;  and  as  the  arrangements 
had  been  such  as  to  render  her  situation  comfort- 
able and  pleasant,  the  Princess  had  leisure  to 
mature  her  future  plans  of  travelling  oh  the 
Continent. 

She  conversed  cheerfully  vrith  the  several  dis- 
tinguished members  of  her  suite ;  but  when  any 
subject  was  touched  upon,  which  involved  a 
recollection  of  her  own  misfortunes,  or  her 
daughter*s  future  prospects,  she  was  observed  to 
heave  a  deep  sigh ;  after  which  she  was  usually 
silent  for  a  few  minutes.  Every  means,  however, 
were  used,  and  with  success,  to  divert  Her  Royal 
Highnesses  attention  from  the  consideration  of 
former  events.  The  elasticity  of  her  mind,  or 
rather,  her  habitual  serenity^  was  soon  evinced  by 
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the  £Etcility  with  which  she  seemed  to  foi^t  her 
own  misfortunes ;  also  by  conversing  freely  with  her 
attendants  on  many  subjects  of  science  and  art, 
and  on  various  matters  which  bore  no  immediate 
nor  remote  relation  to  her  own  interests.  Some 
of  her  suite  were  exceedingly  swprised  to  hear  an 
English  Princess  descant  on  the  uses  of  various 
articles  belonging  to  a  ship  of  war ;  whilst  others^ 
who  had  been  travellers  in  their  youth,  were  no 
less  astonished  at  her  geographical  information, 
and  the  retentive  powers  of  her  memory ;  which 
wer^  %  frequently  exercised  in  correcting  tibe 
mistakes  of  her  distinguished  companions,  relative 
to  the  situation  and  boundaries  of  various  districts 
of  Europe,  Nor  were  her  powers  dormant  when 
natural  science  was  the  subject  of  conversation- 
On  the  several  topics  of  natural  history  and 
philosophy,  she  exhibited  a  mind  replete  with 
solid  information. 

This  general  development  of  the  powers  of  her 
mind  was  entirely  divested  of  pedantry:  but 
although  the  conversation  was  free  for  the  whole 
company  to  join  in,  still  the  Princess  so  fax 
preserved  a  becoming  dignity  and  reasonable 
reserve,  as  prevented  the  least  approach  to  undue 
familiarity.  In  fact,  the  Princess  of  Wales  has 
always  been  looked  up  to,  by  those  who  were  nehr 
her  person,  more  in  the  light  of  a  kind  and  con-* 
siderate  parent,  than  in  that  of  an  austere  mistress. 
Thus  in  our  little  circle,  no  one  (save  theunforto- 
xuilte  FriAcess)  could  be  unhappy  for  a  mkometil; 
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for  the  desire  to  please  transfused  into' Our  minds 
hj  Her  Royal  Highness,  tvas  so  contagious,  and  so 
general,  that  every  one  congratulated  himsdif  tm 
hisgood  fortune  in  being  honoured  by  heraequaint- 
ance.  Alas!  how  different  are  the  practices  of 
otherCourts,— ^where  every  vice,  where  every  ftdly 
is  sanctified  by  being  enshrined  in  Royalty! — wfere 
the  crowned  imbecile  from  the  cradle  of  state, 
graciously  nods  oa  his  fawning  flatterers,  in  t6ken 
of  approbation  of  their  sdrvility! — where  the 
royal  ear  is  poisoned  by  the  slanders  of  the  tfjneo^ 
I^iaDt^ — and  where  Virtue  scorns  to  dwell ! 

Kcff  were  the  Princess's  cares  restrained  wiifain 
the  confines  of  innocent -amusement,  or  personal 
uit^est  No:  h^  soul  was  ever  open  to  the 
distresses  ci  the  unfortunate.  Two  accidents 
(o&e  of  trifling  in^rt)  hieippened  during  the 
voyage ;  and  certainly  no  individual  in  the  edup 
felt  more  anxiety  for  the  health  of  the  sufferei^ 
tban  the  Princess  of  Wales.  But  her  generous 
feelings  were  not  confined  to  mere  anxiety ;  the 
contents  of  her  purse  were  the  constant  fewaord  of 
attention  to  the  wel&re  of  the  sick. 

Her  Royal  Highness  generally  spent  a  part  txf 
each  day  in  private  reading  and  meditation ;  and 
as  the  education  of  master  Austin  was  entirely 
under  her  own  superintendence,  it  btay  be 
imagined  that  time  did  ndt  hang  heavy  on  her 
bands.  In  this  round  of  mutual  instruc^n  asid 
amusement  did  we  pass  the  whole  time  of  wk 
^9]nKge  MOtil  tiie  Jfuson  anc^red  in  the  £liy^» 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


6  HAMBURGH. 

The  Princess  and  suite  remained  in  Hamburgh 
only  three  days^  in  which  time  they  visited  the 
principal  places  in  and  without  this  great  com- 
mercial city.  The  Recorder  and  other  magistrates 
paid  Her  Royal  Highness  every  attention  befitting 
her  rank ;  and  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
vied  with  each  other  in  preparing  entertainments 
in  honour  of  her  arrival  in  their  city. 

But  the  Princess^  being  anxious  to  proceed  to 
Brunswick^  declined  many  civilities  offered  to  her, 
contenting  herself,  for  the  present,  with  merely 
viewing  the  city;  the  following  observations  on 
which  were  made  during  her  short  stay  there. 

Hamburgh  is  a  free  imperial  city,  independent 
of  any  other  power  but  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
to  whom  it  pays  homage.  It  is  distant  about 
seventy  miles  from  the  influx  of  the  Elbe  into  the 
ocean,  and  properly^  situated  on  the  rivers  Elbe^ 
Alster,  and  Bille.  The  Elbe  at  Hamburgh,  includ- 
ing the  islands  on  which  part  of  the  town  stands, 
is  not  less  than  four  English  miles  wide,  forming 
two  spacious  harbours,  and  running  through  most 
parts  of  the  city  in  canals,  which,  being  generally 
pretty  broad  and  deep,  are  of  great  convenience 
to  the  merchants,  whose  houses  stand  on  them. 
Some  of  the  warehouses  are  from  five  to  seven 
stories  high,  and,  owing  to  want  of  cellaring, 
even  tiieir  wines  are  kept  in  upper  floors.  The 
merchants  make  their  halls  into  ware-rooms,  and 
they  live  upon  the  first  floor.  In  the  canals,  as 
weU  aa  in  the  river  itself^  even  to  the  distance  of 
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twehre  or  sixteen  miles  above  Hamburgh,  the  tide 
ebbs  and  flows  twice  a-day.  This  is  serviceable 
to  the  inhabitants,  but  subjects  them  to  intmda- 
tions^  when  the  wind  blows  strong  at  north-west ; 
at  which  time,  the  lower  buildings  and  cellarg  are 
filled  with  water.  There  are  eighty  bridges  over 
the  canals^  many  of  them  paved  like  the  streets, 
and  on  a  level  with  them,  houses  being  built  on  each 
side.  Within  the  city  are  many  water-millsr  and 
wind-mills,  six  sluices,  and  six  large  markets. 
The  streets  are  for  the  most  part  of  considerable 
breadth,  but  the  houses  recommend  themselves 
more  by  their  inward  conveniencies,  and  by  the 
gardens  with  which  they  are  interspersed,  (but 
more  especially  by  their  situation  for  trade,)  than 
by  any  outward  ornaments  of  architecture.  Some 
of  the  streets  have  a  good  appearance ;  but  on  the 
other  hand  several  of  them  are  very  narrow  and 
crooked.  The  walls  form  a  circle  of  nearly  five 
miles  and  a  half,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
exclusive  of  Jews,  is  estimated  at  one  hundred 
thousand. 

In  Hamburgh  there  are  many  charitable  institu- 
tions. The  house  of  correction  is  a  very  large 
building,  and  the  persons  committed  to  it,  (among 
whom  are  all  who  are  found  begging  in  the  streets,) 
are  employed  in  various  kinds  of  labour,  particu- 
larly in  rasping  Brazil  and  other  kinds  of  wood. 
The  Waysenhaus  is  a  place  where  orphans  are 
^  maintained  and  educated ;  the  Pesthof,  where 
lunatics  are  confined,  apd  these  sometimes  to  tha 
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number  of  one  thousand ;  ^be  BockeoliaUs^  where 
tiiose  are  received  who  are  afflicted  with  contagious 
disorders ;  and  the  Spenhaus,  where  prostitutes  and 
such-like  offenders  are  reformed.  Many  others 
are  instituted  for  the  relief  of  the  (deserving  poor;' 
so  that  not  a  beggar  is  seen.  There  is  one  place 
where  children  are  educated^  gratis ;  and  another 
where  unmarried  women  may  be  admitted  for  a 
small  sum,  and  maintained  during  life.  There  is 
also  an  institution  for  the  redemption  of  sea- 
ikring  persons  taken  by  the  corsairs  of  Barbary; 
vnth  others  no  less  deser\ang  of  commendation. 
To  all  these  charitable  foundations  Heir  Royal 
Highness  ordered  several  handsome  donations. 
With  respect  to  fires,  such  regulations  are  made 
that  every  one  knows  the  part  he  is  to  act ;  the 
town  being  regularly  watched,  and  wise  precau- 
tions being  taken  to  prevent  fires  from  breaking 
out. 

Tlie  fortifications  of  this  city  are  in  the  old 
Dutch  style;  viz.  a  high  wall  and  a  vast  ditch, 
made  deep  and  wide,  with  some  outworks ;  the 
ramparts  being  lofty,  covered  with  grass  and 
planted  with  trees,  and  of  such  a  breadth  that 
several '  carriages  may  go  a-breast.  On  these 
ramparts  any  one  is  at  liberty  to  take  the  air. 

The  Hamburgerberg  may  be  styled  a  suburb, 
but  it  is  not  environed  by  any  works :  the  houses 
in  it  extend  almost  as  far  as  Altona,  (a  town 
belonging  to  Denmark,)  so  that  a  ditch  merely 
separates  the  one  fr<nn  the  other, 
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To  t]H^  city  are  some  capital  gates ;  but  these 
are  not^  much  frequented  as  the  two  entrances 
by  water  from  the  Elbe,  that  is  to  say,  the  upper 
and  lower  basons.  Through  the  latter  all  ships 
pass>  going  to,  or  coming  from  sea.  Every  morning 
at  the  opening  of  it,  is  seen  a  multitude  of  boats 
and  small  barks,  whose  cargoes  consist  of  milk, 
fruits,  and  all  kinds  of  provisions,  all  rushing  in  at 
the  same  time ;  and  in  this  manner  the  country 
people,  together  with  a  great  number  of  others  on 
the  laud  side,  daily  bring  in  part  of  the  subsistence 
necessary  to  the  city.  In  the  north  of  the  town 
is  another  entrance  by  water,  which,  in  this 
part,  runs  into  the  city,  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of 
lake;  and  is  included  vyithin  the  fortifications. 
Here,  in  summer  time,  the  inhabitants  amuse 
themselves  in  barges,  some  of  which  have  cabins, 
and  are  called  £u*ks.  Near  this  port  too,  up  the 
river  Alsteiv  is  a  walk,  consisting  of  a  double  rowr 
of  trees,  of  considerable  length,,  which  in  summer 
evenings  is  crowded  with  people,  and  is  called 
the  Young  Ladies'  Walk. 

The  churches  of  Hamburgh^  with  their  lofty 
steeples,  make  a  grand  appearance.  There  are 
nine  capital  churches,  in  all  of  which  is  something 
worthy  of  notice  ;  such  as  tombs,  splendid  altars, 
organs,  and  paintings.  The  houses  are  chiefly 
built  with  a  bad-coloured  brick,  and  the  city, 
appears,  on  the  whole,  not  more  elegant  than 
Bristol,  though  mvich  larger. 

The  burghery  of  Hamburgh  is  divided  into  five 
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parishes,  acccrdihg  to  thfe  fiTe  prmcipal  churckes; 
and  the  magistracy  is  composed  of  thirty-six 
persons,  with  a  recorder  at  their  head.  It  is  above 
two  hundred  years,  since  Lutheranism  has  been 
the  established  religion  of  this  city ;  and  none 
other,  except  the  Jewish,  is  tolerated.  But  Roman 
Catholics,  and  Calvinists,  have  an  opportunity  of 
attending  the  worship  of  the  envoys  of  the 
emperor  and  other  sovereigns. 

Hamburgh  is  so  occupied  by  trade  and  manu- 
factures, that  scarcely  any  diversions  are  to  be  met 
with,  except  billiards,  coffee-houses,  and  concerts. 
The  principal  merchants  have  private  concerts 
at  their  houses ;  but  there  is  an  inelegance 
throughout  every  thing, — some  few  houses,  of  the 
more  wealthy  inhabitants,  excepted.  The  highest 
appearance  of  luxury  in  this  city,  or,  at  least,  of 
unnecessary  expence,  is,  in  the  entertainments 
given  at  taverns,  at  weddings,  christenings, 
burials,  &c.  In  these,  many  of  the  wealthy  ex- 
pend large  sums ;  and  they  entertain  at  the  death, 
as  well  as  at  the  birth,  of  their  relations.  This 
city,  on  the  whole,  is  not  a  place  where  a  stranger 
would  resort  for  pleasure,  for  the  people  are 
enveloped  in  trade.  Their  numerous  markets 
afford  but  indifferent  provisions ;  their  meat  is  not 
excellent,  and  their  fish  not  of  the  best  sort. 

Formerly  the  principal  occupation  of  the  in- 
habitants   (commerce    excepted)    consisted    in . 
brewing,  and  making  cloth.  At  present,  the  chief 
manufactory  is  refining  of  sugai*.    The  cotton 
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Stocking,  gold  thread,  riband,  and  velvet  manu- 
factures here,  with  others,  are  much  esteemed 
abroad.  With  respect  to  its  several  branches  of 
eommerce, — ^linen,  cloth,  silk-vrare,  wine,  sugar, 
coffee,  colours,  spices,  metals,  tobacco,  wood, 
leather,  grain,  dried  and  salt  fish,  train  oil,  and 
furs,  are  accounted  the  most  considerable.  The 
exchange  is  always  crowded  at  one.  This  building 
ishalf  covered  and  half  open,  being  composed  of  an 
area  or  square,  surrounded  with  covered  piazzas. 

Hamburgh  is,  without  comparison,  the  most 
.  flourishing  commercial  city  in  all  Germany.    Ex- 
cept London  and  Amsterdam,  there  is  hardly  a 
port  in  which  so  many  ships  are  constantly  seen. 

Hiis  city  may  be  said  to  abound  in  libraries, 
every  church  having  one.  There  are  many  public 
schools  also:  in  a  word,  few  places  equal  it  in 
its  several  institutions  for  the  liberal  and  religious 
education  of  youth.  Among  the  fine  arts,  music 
is  particularly  encouraged ;  painting  also  is  not 
without  its  admirers  and  connoisseurs;  and  it 
were  well  for  the  public,  if  architecture  and 
inechanics  were  a  little  more  in  vogue.  There  is 
a  city  militia,  consisting  of  five  regiments,  belong- 
ing to  the  five  parishes.  The  regular  forces  consist 
of  twelve  companies  of  infantry,  and  one  troop  of 
dragoons;  also  acompany  of  artillery.  Tlie  night- 
guard,  like  a  regular  corps,  has  its  several  officers, 
pamdes  fevery  evening,  and  calls  the  hours. 

In  some  houses  of  the  rich  merchants,  are  seen 
taste,  cleknliness,  magnificence,  and  even  at  times 
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profusion ;  nor  is  there  a  place  in  the  world  where 
there  are  more  refinements  in  sensual  pleasure. 
They  collect  from  all  points  of  the  compass,  what 
every  country  produces  peculiar  to  itself,  and 
costly  for  the  table.  Few  assemblies  of  Pa- 
risians are  more  brilliant  than  the  parties  which 
meet  in  villas  here ;  but  they  scarcely  play  so 
high.  The  Hamburghers  of  the  higher  class 
are  more  jovial,  more  happy,  more  converaible, 
and  more  facetious,  than  the  Saxons.  As  most 
young  people  are  sent  abroad  to  form  trading 
connexions  in  the  several  ports,  of  London,  Pc- 
tersburgh,  Calais, Bourdeaux,  &c.in  all  which  the 
Hamburghers  have  houses ;  a  stranger  is  sure  to 
meet  with  some  persons  who  are  acquainted  with 
his  native  country.  The  women  of  this  plac^ 
are  handsome,  genteel,  and  freer  in  their  man- 
ners than  they  are  generally  in  protestant  coun- 
tries. 

One  of  the  great  pleasures  of  this  city  arises 
from  the  Alstersluss,  before  alluded  to.  It  comes 
from  the  north,  passes  through  the  middle  of  th,e 
city,  and  forms  a  lake  in  it  nearly  eight  hundred 
paces  in  circumference.  In  a  summer  evening 
this  lake  is  almost  covered  with  gondolas,  which 
have  not  such  a  melancholy  aspect  as  the  Venetian 
ones ;  they  are  filled  with  families,  or  other  par- 
ties, and  often  have  boats  in  attendance  upon 
them,  with  music.  The  whole  has  an  astonishing 
good  effect,  which  is  still  greater  from  there  being 
a  much-frequented  public  walk  by  the  lake ;  the 
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liveliness  of  which  corresponds^  very  pleasingly, 
with  that  of  the  people  on  the  water. 

Near  the  city  are  some  villages  on  the  Elbe, 
called  the  Four  Lands,  which  are,  in  summer,  also 
a  rendezvous  of  pleasure.  The  farmers,  who  live 
in  these  villages,  are  in  very  good  circumstances, 
and  take  a  prodigious  sum  of  money  from  the 
town,  for  their  excellent  vegetables.  Every  day* 
during  the  summer,  parties  from  the  city  resort 
here,  who  are  as  conspicuous  for  their  genteel 
appearance,  as  for  their  excesses  in  eating  and 
drinking. 

The  counti-y  round  about  Hamburgh,  though  a 
flat,  is  extremely  pleasant ;  the  various  and  flou- 
rishing agriculture  gives  it  a  veiy  gay  appearance, 
and  the  water  contributes  much  to  its  beauty. 
Notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  water,  and  the 
low  situation,  the  air  is  very  good. 

Every  thing  having  been  got  in  readiness  for  the 
Princess's  departure,  the  whole  party  left  Ham- 
burgh on  the  fourth  day,  for  Bremen,  the  capital 
of  the  duchy  of  that  name,  and  about  fifty-five 
miles  south-west  from  Hamburgh.  They  arrived 
ia  firemen  the  same  night,  and  were  greeted  on 
their  entrance  by  the  acclamations  of  many  of  the 
bhabitants.  Next  morning,  after  breakfast,  the 
Princess  proceeded  to  view  the  town,  and  was 
greatly  gratified,  not  only  by  the  curiosities  of  the 
place,  but  by  the  general  respect  with  which  she 
Wao  received  by  all  classes  of  the  people. 

Brbmbn  standsioafruitfulplain;  itisan  ancienti 
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\utgej  populous,  flourishing  city,  and  fortified  by 
nature  as  ^ell  as  by  art }  the  whole  country  being 
easily  laid  under  water  by  cutting  the  banks  of  the 
Weser^  which  frequently  oTerflows  its  banks,  add 
enriches  the  sandy  soil  about  it.  It  has  a  gymna* 
slum  under  seven  masters,  an  episcopal  palace,  A 
chapter-house,  containing  two  hundred  dwellings^ 
an  orphan-house,  and  two  abbeys.  The  cathedral 
has  the  controul  of  fourteen  country  parishes,  and 
this  belongs  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain; 

The  chief  curiosity  here  is  some  human  bo* 
dies  wonderfully  preserved  without  embalming; 
Under  the  cathedral  church  there  is  a  vaulted 
apartment,  supported  on  pillars,  nearly  sixty  paces 
long  and  thirty  broad;  the  light  and  air  are  ad- 
mitted into  it  by  three  windows,  though  it  is  several 
feet  beneath  the  level  of  the  ground.  There  are 
five  large  oaken  coffers,  each  containing  a  corpse. 

The  most  curious  and  perfect  is  that  of  a  wotnan. 
Tradition  says  she  was  an  English  countess,  who, 
dying  at  Bremen,  ordered  her  body  to  be  placed 
in  this  vault  uninterred,  in  the  apprehension  that 
her  relations  would  order  it  over  to  her  native 
country  :  they  say  it  has  lain  here  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years.  Though  the  muscular  skin  is  totally 
dried  in  every  part,  yet  so  little  are  the  features  of 
the  face  sunk  or  changed,  that  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  she  was  young,  and  even  beau- 
tiful. It  is  a  small  countenance,  and  round  in  its 
contour:  the  cartilages  of  the  nose,  and  the  nostrils 
have  undei^one  no  alteration ;  the  teeth  are  all 
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fen  in  timat  soekets,  but  tke  lips  are  drawn  away 
from  over  them;  the  cheeks  are  shrunk  in,  bnt  yet 
lew  than  in  embalmed  bodies.  The  hair  of  th« 
head  is  more  than  eighteen  inches  long,  very  thicks 
and  so  fast,  that  one  of  the  party  heaved  the  corpse 
out  of  the  coffin  by  it ;  the  colour  is  a  light  brQwn» 
and  as  fresh  and  glossy  as  that  of  a  living  per8on» 
That  this  lady  was  of  high  rank  seems  evident 
from  the  fineness  of  the  linen  which  covers  her 
body.  A  gentleman  of  Bremen,  who  was  present, 
said  that  he  remembered  it  for  forty  years  past, 
and  during  which  time  there  was  not  the  least 
perceptible  alteration  in  it. 

In  another  coffer  is  the  body  of  a  workman, 
who  is  said  to  have  tumbled  oif  the  church,  and 
was  killed  by  the  fall.  His  features  evince  an 
accident  of  this  sort  mostforcibly*  Extreme  agony 
18  maiked  ii|  them,  his  mouth  is  wide  open,  and 
luB  eye-lids  the  same ;  the  eyes  are  dried  up.  His 
breast  is  unnaturally  distended,  and  his  whole 
frame  betrays  a  violent  death.  A  little  child,  who 
died  of  the  «malUpox,  is  still  more  remarkable. 
Tike  marks  of  the  ptistules  which  have  brds^en  the 
skin  on  her  hands  and  head,  are  very  discernible ; 
Uio'  one  would  suppose  that  a  body  which  died  of 
such  a  distemper,  must  contain  in  a  high  degree, 
the  seeds  of  putrefaction.  There  are  in  this  vault, 
likewise,  turkeys,  hawks,  weasels,  and  other  akii- 
nals,  which  have  been  hung  up  here  from  time 
%uaemor4al,  and  are  in  the  most  complete  state  of 
fiteserv«tion ;  the  dlt^ins,  bills,  feathers,  being  jail 
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unaltered.  The  cause  of  these  phenomena  in  doubt* 
lesB  the  dryness  of  the  place.  It  is  in  vain  to  seek 
for  any  other.  The  magistrates  do  not. permit 
any  fresh  bodies  to  be  brought  in,  and  there  is 
'  no  other  subterraneous  chamber  that  has  the  same 
property.  It  would  have  made  an  excellent 
miracle  in  proper  hands,  two  or  three  centuries 
ago ;  but  mankind  are  now  grown  too  wise. 

Bremen  is  situated  on  the  same  river  as  Vekden, 
but  here  it  is  known  by  the  name  of  Weser. 
Vesseb  of  burden  lie  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  below 
the  city,  there  not  being  sufficient  depth  of  water 
higher  up.  It  contains  forty-five  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, and,  it  is  said,  would  exceed  even  Ham- 
burgh in  commerce,  if  the  river  was  not  an  impedi- 
ment. It  is  a  free  city,  under  the  protection  of  the 
emperor,  but,  on  the  money  struck  here,  it  styles 
itself  a  republic.  The  king  of  England,  as  eleetor 
of  Hanover,  has  however  somq  important  rights 
within  the  place ;  and  not  only  the  cathedral 
belongs  to  him,  but  a  considerable  number  of 
buildings,  public  and  private.  He  possesses  like- 
wise a  species  of  supreme  judicial  power ;  for, 
though  the  magistrates  take  cognizance  of  all 
crimes  within  the  territory  of  Bremen,  his  dele- 
gate must  pronounce  sentence. 

Most  of  the  streets  are  narrow,  but  many  of  the 
buildings  make  a  handsome  appearance,  and  the 
shops  are  full  of  merchandize.  In  the  market-place 
is  the  figure  of  a  giant  fourteen  feet  high^  clothed 
in  armour ;  and  is  said  to  represent  a  general  who 
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saved  the  city  MPhen  it  was  in  the  utmost  danger 
from  its  enemies.  The  great  dome  of  the  cathe- 
dral before  noticed,  which  is  devoted  to  the  Lu- 
theran religion,  is  the  most  remarkable  structure 
in  the  place.  It  is  built  in  the  Gothic  style,  and 
as  was  observed  possessesthequality  of  preserving 
the  bodies  of  the  dead  from  corruption. 

The  vicinity  of  Bremen  being  subject  to  inunda- 
tions, a  long  causeway  is  raised  for  the  convenience 
oftraTelling. 

By  the  municipal  laws,  all  the  race  of  Abraham 
is  excluded  from  trading  or  residing  here ;  each 
Jew  heing  obliged  to  pay  a  duty  of  a  ducat  (near 
ten  shillings)  a  day;  so  that  not  one  is  seen. 
Plutus  and  Bacchus  are  the  chief  deities  vene- 
rated in  this  city,  and,  like  the  senate  in  the  time 
of  Tiberius,  they  will  not  admit  the  gods  of 
strangers.  Pleasure  under  every  shape,  of  dance; 
of  comedy,  and  of  masque,  they  have  a  dislike  to. 
The  most  polite  manner  of  spending  an  evening, 
known  for  several  centuries  past  at  Bremen,  has 
been  that  of  meeting  in  small  boxes  about  twenty 
£eet  long  and  six  wide,  in  the  public  cellar,  where 
they  drink  hock  under  a  cloud  of  smoke  raised 
from  their  own  pipes.  Women^  the  only  venial 
objects  of  idolatry,  seem  not  here  to  hold  any  rank 
in  society,  or  to  form  the  connecting  charm  which 
binds  the  jarring  principles  of  human  nature  to- 
gether. 

Bremen  carries  on  a  large  trade  in  iron,  flax, 
hempi  and  linen,  with  France,  JEnglaud,  Spain, 
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and  Portugal;  taking  back  other  provisions,  with 
which  it  supplies  Westphalia,  and  the  countries 
about  Hanover.  This  city  is  celebrated  for  old 
hock ;  the  wine  is  all  brought  here  from  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine,  by  land  carriage,  and  deposited  in  the 
public  cellars,  which  are  wonderfully  capacious, 
running  beneath  the  town-house  and  exchange. 

Every  thing  having  been  prepared,  Her  Royal 
Highness  and  suite  pursued  their  route  next  morn- 
ing ;  and  breakfasted  at  Verden,  a  town  in  the 
duchy  of  that  name,  situated  about  five  miles 
south-east  from  Bremen. 

The  duchy  of  Verden  is  small,  about  twenty- 
four  miles  square.  It  consists  chiefly  of  heath, 
and  high  dry  land,  but  has  good  marsh  land  near 
the  rivers  Weser  and  Aller.  The  city  of  Verden 
is  seated  on  the  Aller,  and  contains  five  churches. 
The  cathedral  is  an  object  of  some  curiosity,  from 
the  remote  antiquity  to  which  its  foundation  as- 
cends. It  is  said  to  have  been  first  erected  in  the 
year  786,  by  Charlemagne,  after  his  conquest  over 
the  Saxons.  The  portraits  of  all  the  bishops  from 
that  era  to  1656,  when  the  Lutheran  religion 
supplanted  the  Catholic,  are  painted  on  the  walls 
of  the  choir.  The  first  of  them  was,  as .  it  ap- 
pears by  the  inscription  over  his  head,  a  saint, 
a  count,  and  an  abbot,  but,  notwithstanding  all 
his  titles,  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  he  was  mur- 
dered soon  after  his  investiture,  by  the  Pagan 
Saxons,  who  paid  no  sort  of  deference  either  to 
his  coronet  or  crosier.    Tlie  present  cathedral  is 
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not  80  old  as  Charlemagne ;  it  was  built  about  the 
middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  former  one 
hayiug  been  reduced  to  ashes  in  1313.  An  anti-  < 
qnarian  might  find  ample  food  for  investigation  in 
it,  the  whole  floor  being  paved  with  tenths,  on 
which  are  effigies  and  inscriptions,  many  of  which 
are  now  mutilated  or  illegible.  Before  the  high 
altar  is  a  mantle  monument,  of  costly  workman- 
ship, erected  to  a  Philip  Sigismund,  born  in  1568, 
and  who  was  both  duke  of  Lunenburgh  and  bishop 
of  Verden.     The  see  is  now  extinct. 

Verden  was  purchased  by  George  I.  from  Fre- 
derick IV.  king  of  Denmark,  who  had  rendered 
himself  master  of  it,  during  Charles  xii's  confine- 
ment in  Turkey,  to  whom  it  previously  belonged. 
The  town  contains  only  about  five  hundred  inha- 
bitants, exclusive  of  a  batallion  of  Hanoverian 
soldiery.  It  has  scarcely  any  trade ;  the  inhabitants 
therefore  are  in  general  very  poor. 

Having  viewed  the  cathedral,  the  Princess  and 
party  set  ofiffor  Zell ;  to  which  place  a  courier  had 
previously  been  sent,  to  order  dinner. 

Zell  is  situated  on  a  sandy  plain,  near  the  con- 
flux of  the  Allerand  the  Enhse,  twenty-four  miles 
north  of  Hanover,  and  forty-seven  south  of  Ham- 
burgh. The  town  is  ancient,  and  consists  of  three 
streets,  that  run  parallel ;  it  is  well  fortified,  the 
ramparts  being  broad  and  high,  and  well  mounted 
with  cannon,  but  not  regular.  Here  are  held 
the  chief  courts  of  judicature  for  this  duchy.  In 
1485  its  duke  (Henry)  built  a  palace  near  that 
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called  Hanover  Gate^  which  it  a  square  building, 
with  four  platforms  at  the  four  comers,  moated 
round.  Several  coaches  may  go  in  front  on  the 
terrace  round  the  town,  which  is  adorned  with 
trees  planted  all  along;  and  the  adjacent  fine 
gardens,  orchards,  and  grottos,  form  a  very  agree- 
able landscape.  There  is  but  one  church  in  the 
town,  and  that  without  a  steeple.  The  French 
refugees  have  their  .church  in  the  surburbs,  which 
are  very  large.  All  the  buildings  are  of  timber, 
except  the  churches,  the  castle,  and  the  house  of 
correction,  which  are  of  brick.  The  elector  has 
a  regency  here,  which  judges  all  causes  without 
any  appeal  but  to  the  council  of  state  at  Hanover. 
Betwixt  this  town  and  Hamburgh  it  is  a  sandy 
road,  with  scarcely  anything  but  heath.  The  post- 
stages,  which  are  of  four  miles,  are  very  ill  served, 
and  the  inns  the  worst  in  Germany.  Though 
there  is  much  heath  betwixt  this  town  and  Hano- 
ver, yet  the  country  is  well  cultivated;  for  the 
inhabitants  not  only  make  turf  of  the  heath  for 
fuel,  but  it  also  serves  for  pasturage  and  manure. 
There  is  a  trade  from  hence  to  Bremen,  by  the 
river  Aller. 

The  castle  near  the  town  is  a  stately  building, 
surrounded  by  a  moat,  and  strongly  fortified.  It 
was  formerly  the  residence  of  the  dukes  of  Zell, 
and  was  repaired  by  order  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  reception  of  his  unfortunate  sister. 
The  apartments  are  spacious  and  convenient,  and 
handsomely  furnished,  but  the  country  on  every 
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side  IS  barren,  sandy,  and  unpleasant.  About 
twenty  miles  from  Zell,  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  river  Aller,  is  the  little  palace,  celebrated  for 
the  imprisonment  of  the  electress  Sophia,  wife  of 
George  the  First  of  England ;  where  she  died 
a  short  time  before  the  accession  of  her  son, 
George  the  Second.  It  is  said  that  the  latter 
oBce  attempted  to  see  his  mother,  whilst  under 
confinement.  Having  separated  himself  from  his 
attendants  in  hunting,  he  came  unexpectedly  to 
the  palace  ;  but  those,  to  whose  care  she  was  en- 
trusted, refused  him  admittance. 

During  the  war  in  1757,  a  most  barbarous 
transaction  reduced  the  inhabitants  of  Zell  to 
great  distress ;  for  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  ordered 
not  only  the  surburbs  of  Zell  to  be  burnt,  but 
e¥en  the  orphan-house,  which  contained  a  great 
number  of  children.  The  whole  was  reduced  to 
ashes,  together  with  the  innocent  children  who 
were  its  inmates ! !  This  instance  of  cruelty  is 
scarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  all  history. 

In  2#ell,  the  royal  party  rested  for  the  night ; 
and  about  noon  next  day,  set  off  for  the  Duke's 
palace  at  Brunswick. 

From  Zell  the  Princess  and  her  suite  pro- 
ceeded to  Brunswick,  where  Her  Royal  High- 
ness had  the  felicity  of  embracing  the  Duke  her 
brother.  Here  she  was  joined  by  another  of  her 
chamberlains,  the  Honourable  Keppel  Craven. 

Brunswick,  the  capital  of  the  country  of  that 
name,  and  the  residence  of  the  Duke,  lies  on  the 
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Oder,  which  enters  the  town  by  two  branches, 
but  within,  it  divides  itself  into  a  great  nnmber, 
uniting  again  in  one  stream  as  it  leaves  the  town. 
The  fortifications  are  pretty  strong ;  and,  on  some 
occasions,  have  been  of  service  to  the  place,  parti- 
cularly  in  1761,  when  the  city,  though  closely 
besieged,  was  relieved  by  Prince  Frederick.  The 
town  is  of  a  square  form,  and  upwards  of  three 
English  miles  in  circumference.  It  has  a  citadel, 
erected  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttle, 
when  he  conquered  it  in  1671.  The  duke  s  palace 
and  the  stadthouse  are  magnificent  buildings ;  the 
former  of  which  is  surrounded  by  a  fosse,  and 
contains  a  great  number  of  apartments.  The  walls 
of  every  room  are  hung  with  prints,  from  the  roof 
to  within  two  feet  of  the  floor.  In  the  library  of 
the  palace  is  a  valuable  collection  of  scarce  and 
curious  Bibles,  in  various  languages^  to  the  number 
of  one  thousand  volumes,  collected  by  Elizabeth, 
widow  to  duke  Augustus,  in  1731.  In  this  city  is 
an  opera-house  and  a  theatre,  some  good  public 
foundations,  and  several  manufactories.  The  first 
spinning  wheels  were  invented  here,  in  1530,  by 
Jurgen,  a  statuary. 

The  academy  at  Brunswick  is  in  considerable 
reputation,  and  students  resort  to  it  from  many 
parts  of  Germany,  and  some  have  even  been  sent 
from  Britain.  Such  as  were  intended  for  amilitary 
life  could  no  where  find  more  advantages  united, 
than  at  the  academy  of  Branswick;  nor  have 
fewer  temptations  to  dissipation  and  expence. 
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The  palace  of  Saltzdahl^sn  stands  above  a 
German  mile  from  Brunswick,  and  is  chiefly  con- 
structed of  timber,  lined  with  painted  cloth,  which 
gives  the  apartments  an  air  of  grandeur  at  a  small 
expence.  The  picture  gallery  is  a  noble  apartment, 
and  contains  many  capital  productions  of  the 
pencil.  The  left  wing  is  furnished  in  a  grotesque 
taste,  with  porcelain  ;  and  another  is  filled  with 
painted  enamelled-ware,  a  great  part  of  which  is 
said  to  have  been  executed  by  Raphael  d'Urbino, 
while  he  was  enamoured  of  the  potter  s  daughter. 

Among  the  most  celebrated  paintings  are, 
Adam  and  Eve  viewing  the  dead  body  of  Abel,  and 
trying  to  open  his  eyes; — Abraham  embracmghis 
soUf  after  the  trial  which  God  had  made  of  his 
faith  ;'^Peter  delivered  from  prison  by  the  angel ; 
Judith  and  her  attendant  holding  the  head  of  Ho* 
Iqfemesj  which  still  seems  to  retain  the  last  traces 
of  life ; — Cephalus  andProcris;  and  various  others. 

WoLFBNBUTTLE  isthc  chief  residence  of  the  duke 
of  Brunswick- Wolfenbuttle,  and  is  also  situated  on 
the  river  Ocker,  seven  miles  south  of  Brunswick, 
and  thirty  west  of  Halberstadt.  It  is  surrounded 
by  bogs  and  morasses,  and  strong  by  nature  and 
art.  This  place  is  the  strongest  town  in  Germany. 
It  is  well  fortified,  and  elegant  in  appearance. 
The  public  library  is  very  considerable,  and  reck- 
oned one  of  the  most  complete  in  Germany,  con- 
taining upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  volumes, 
among  which  are  many  curious  manuscripts,  some 
of  which  were  written  by  the  two  leaders  of  the 
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reformation,  Luther  and  Calvin.    In  the  palace 
there  is  a  cabinet  of  porcelain,  containing  between 
seven  and  eight  thousand  pieces ;  and  in  another 
smaller  cabinet  is  shown  a  collection  of  coarse 
plates,  valuable  only  on  account  of  their  having 
been  painted  after  the  designs  of  Raphael.    The 
circumjacent  country  is  veiy  picturesque   and 
pleasing.    A  person  is  agreeably  surprised   on 
beholding  the  number  of  seats  and  noble  man- 
sions ;  a  sight  very  rare  in  Germany,  where,  if  one 
avoids  the  towns  and  courts,  you  may  travel  over  a 
great  extent  of  country,  without  perceiving  houses 
for  any  order  of  men  between  the  prince  and»the 
peasant. 

Some  of  the  Princess's  suite  hav  iug  been  informed 
of  the  existence  of  an  immense  but  curious  cavern, 
a  few  miles  south  of  Brunswick,  and  situated  in 
the  Hartz  Country,  (the  Hyrcanian  forest  of  the 
Romans,)  prepared  to  visit  it. 

The  Hartz  is  so  cold  a  country,  that  the  snow 
lies  on  its  mountains  till  midsummer,  and  affords 
little  corn ;  but  the  valleys  are  filled  with  cattle. 
The  inhabitants  are  strong  and  vigorous,  and 
many  of  them  live  to  a  very  great  age.  There 
are  iron  mines  in  the  mountains ;  one  of  which, 
called  Brocken,  or  Broksberg,  (the  Bructerus 
of  the  Latins,)  is  reckoned  the  highest  in  Ger* 
many 

Betwixt  Blankenburg  and  Elbingerode^  is  the 
remarkable  cave,  called  Buman's  Hole,  (from  its 
discoverer,  Buman) :  it  hss  a  narrow  entrance,  but 
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no  one  ever  found  the  end  of  it ;  though  Mine  of 
the  miners  have  affirmed  they  have  gone  as  far  in 
it  as  Goslar,  which  is  twenty  miles.  Large  bones 
of  strange  creatuces  have  been  often  found  in  it, 
which  the  neighbouriqg  gentry  kept  as  iiaritiets ; 
4iiid^  amQog  otber^,,the  akeleton  of  a.^oRt.  There 
tipe  two  great  crocks  new  the  conventof  Michael- 
stein,  and  not  fEo^from  jBlankenburg,  T(4rich  repre- 
.sent  ,two  .monks  in  their  proper  habiti;,  asj^cely 
«0  if  they  weve  icarvied  out^  and  therefqr^  are 
called  >the  Monks*  Craigs. 

'Many  .castles  are  found  in  these  countries  on 
the  top  of  inaccessible  rocks,  and  some  actitally 
hewn  out  of  the  rocks;  but  they  are  not  re- 
<garded.  {The  most  .remiffkable  of  theip  .19  that 
near  B]X>ksberg,  which,  the  inhabitants  Sj»y^  ^as 
built  three  hundred  years  before  Christ,  bjr  the 
'Cbaaci,a[branch.Qf  the  Saxqnq,  who.hMi.an  idol 
aud  templeof  Saturn  here,  which  were  destroyed 
by  Charkmfigne,  who  called  jQie  place  Hartzburg. 
A  calt-spring  beix^.  discovered  at  the  bottom  of 
this  hiU,  in  the  .time  of  Julius,  duke  of  Brunswick, 
he  built  a  «maU  itown  -for  the  workmen,  <^lled 
Julias  Hall,  which  is  now  ^rown  pph  and  large, 
by  r^e  tirade  in  salt,  copper  kettles  and  ppts^ 

.  .Ilie  poQple  of  rthfs  country  are  .represented  ^ 
thejdullest  in^l.Germfiny,  andmere  bijgots  to.tl^e 
.imtitutiaw  and  cuftoQis/>f  th^^ir  ancestors.. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Deparfure  from  Brunsimck. — Arrival  at  Hanovet. 
— Reception. — Description  of  Hanover — Forti^ 
Rations — Military  Force — Palaces  and  Gar- 
dens.— Departure  for  Pyrmont. — Description 
of  the  Spa. — Accommodation  for  Strangers^  8^0. 
— The  Princess  takes  leave  of  her  Brother,  the 
Duke,  and  proceeds  on  her  Route. — Arrival  at 
Paderbom — Description — Curious  Springs. — 

.  Departure  for  Gottingen. — Description  of  the 
Country  —  Fortifications,    Views,    PValks,  and 

'    University. 

Her  Royal  Highness  having  viewed  the  halls 
of  her  fathers,  and  visited  the  scenes  of  her 
juvenile  recreations ;  and  having  recognised  many 
friends  and  relatives^  for  whom  she  had  felt  a 
lasting  attachment  from  her  youth  upwards^  the 
Princess  resolved  to  proceed  in  her  route  for  the 
present^  and  to  return  to  Brunswick  at  a  future 
period.  In  the  mean  time  she  invited  her  brother, 
the  Duke,  to  accompany  her  to  Hanover,  which  she 
proposed  to  visit,  before  she  took  her  departure 
for  Italy.  According  to  previous  agreemait. 
Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay,  and  Colonel  St.  Leger, 
having  taken  an  affectionate  leave  of  the  Princess, 
Her' Royal  Highness  and  suite  immediately  set 
off  for  Hanover,  about  twenty-seven  miles  south* 
west  from  the  town  of  Brunswick.  Here  they 
arrived  the  same  day ;  and^  on  their  entrance  into 
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the   city»   they  were  received  mth  the  higheAt 
honours. 

Hanovbr^  the  Metropolis^  is  situated  iur  a  sandjr 
soil^  on  the  river  Ldne^  which  is  navigable  here 
for  small  boats.  It  was  anciently  called  Lawea- 
roda,  from  a  neighbouring  castle,  subject  to  the 
counts  of  that  title.  It  is  divided  by  the  river 
into  the  New  and  Old  Towns. 

Hanover  is  regularly  fortified ;  and  the  ravelins 
before  tiie  gates  are  well  mounted  with  cannon^ 
The  palace  is  a  large  structure  of  freestone^  with 
several  square  courts^  and  a  fine  staircase.  It  is 
adorned  with  tapestry  and  paintings^  and  very 
richly  furnished.  Here  is  a  cabinet  of  curiosities^ 
with  a  noble  collection  of  medals^  ancient  and 
modem ;  and  a  very  fine  chapel.  There  is  a  con- 
siderable number  of  Roman  Catholics;  but  the 
nobility  and  gentry  a:re  almost  all  Lutherans.  The 
princess  Sophia  caused  a  new  church  to  be  built 
here  for  tJie  French  refugees;  to  which  King 
William  lu.  was  also  a  benefactor.  Besides  a 
house  for  ophans,  there  is  one  hospital  within 
the  town^  and  another  without.  This  city  has 
acquired  new  lustre  since  the  accession  of  the 
illustrious  house  of  Hanover  to  the  electoral 
college  in  the  diet  of  the  empire^  but  more 
especially  since  its  advancement  to  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  is  of  particular  note  for  the 
fiimous  treaty  concluded  here  in  1725^  to  counter- 
balance that  of  Vienna. 

The  fortifications  are  regular^  and  the  works  are 
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in  excielletrt;  order.  The  tiroopt  if «  eobtfr,  mod 
perfect  in  every  part  of  their  duty,  thougk  d»cU 
pfme  IS'  less  strict  than  in  other  parts  of  Germany. 
The  Manoverian  inlantry,  being  att  vc^tmteersy  do 
not  make  the  same  majestic  appearance  m  some 
Otiiel*  German  troops,  beeanse  they  are  not  seleet 
men ;  but  it  is  allowed  that  no  body  of  men  ean 
behave  better  in  action;  nor  is  desertkm  at  all 
frequent  dmong  them. 

In  the  environs  are  several  rural  seats,  particu- 
larly one  called  the  Fancy,  or  Whim ;  and  another. 
Mount  Brilliant,  or  Mount  Pleasant,  which  were 
birilt  by  two  Msters-in*law,  Madame  de  Kilmansec, 
and  the  Couniess  of  Platen.  These  lead  to  tfce 
pleasant  palace  of  Herenhausen,  a  castk  built  on 
the  river  Leine,  by  order  of  the  prince  who  was 
the  first  elector,  about  the  same  distance  north 
from  Hanover  as  the  palace  of  Kensington  is  ftMn 
that  of  St.  James's.  A  straight  walk  leads  up  to 
the  house,  which  is  adorned  with  dharming  gar- 
dens; a  wilderness  of  evergVe^nS;  one  of  the 
largest  and  noblest  orangeries  in  Europe ;  a  perfect 
theatre  cut  out  into  green  seats,  with  arbors  and 
sutnmer  houses  on  both  sides  of  it,  set  off  witii 
fine  statues,  many  of  them  gilt;  and,  above  aO^ 
here  are  noble  fountains,  with  very  large  baaona, 
beautiful  cascades  and  water^works,  that  Oxrow 
the  water  much  higher  than  the  famous  fountain 
at  St.  Cloud  in  France,  which  Wl^  always  looked 
upon  as  the  most  considerable  of  the  kind,  till  tfass 
trtu;  set  up,  by  the  direction  of  ft  very  eapitai 
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Blector^hi  171& 

On  the  tiiird  day  from  their  anrival^  the  Prmceai^ 
and  aute,^  with  ber  royal  brother^  the  Duke, 
fiqxurted  far  Pyrmont. 

Ptrmont  lie«  between  the  bishopric  of  Pader- 
bom  and  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  The  lower 
part  of  it  contains  an  uncommonly  beautiful  and 
pleasant  vale,  which  extends  four  miles  in  lengthy 
aoid  as  many  m  breadth.  All  ai'ound  is  envu'OQed 
by  lofty  green  mountains.  In  this  vale  are  the  cele- 
brated ioninecal  springs  and  steel-waters.  These 
waters  are  much  frequented  by  perac^s  of  the 
hi^fhest  rank*  They  are  exceedingly  palatable^ 
and  come  nearest  to  the  Seltzer  watei^s^  in  thdr 
taste  and  other  qualities.  Pyrmont  is  about  a 
day's  journey  from  Hanover ;  to  this  place  there 
is  a  very  fine  road,  most  part  of  the  way,  with 
very  large  and  well  engraved  stones,  every  quarter 
fyf  a  German  mile,  mentioning  the  exact  distance 
from  Hanover;  a  circumstance  very  unusual  on 
the  eontitient.  In  the  seascm  there  is  much  com- 
pany from  Hanover,  and  the  other  large  cities  in 
the  nortib  c^  Gernyuiy. 

There  i3  a  very  magnificent  hotel  or  inn,  for 
ihe  aceommodation  oi  straqgers,  where  the  apart- 
ments are  fitted  up  in  the  most  modem  taste,  and 
tiie  charges  not  so  extravagant  as  the  appearance 
of  the  outside  of  the  building  is  magnificent.  This 
faotdl  is  mudi  superior  to  any  evai  at  Spa.  There 
ia,  a$  in  most  ioos  of  Gerniany,  an  exceedingly 
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good  table  d'hdte,  of  two  or  three  courseff^ 
with  a  variety  of  good  wines  at  moderate  prices. 
Were  not  the  approach  to  this  place,  on  the 
side  of  Holland  and  France,  so  exceedingly 
disagreeable,  owing  to  the  heavy  sands  of  West- 
phalia, it  would  be  much  more  frequented  than  it 
is  at  present.  They  have  their  public  rooms 
every  night,  and  their  assemblies,  and  their  j^aro- 
banks,  as  in  other  watering  places,  but  every  thing 
here  is  on  a  small  scale,  to  what  it  is  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  and  at  Spa;  neither  is  the  country  round 
about  it  so  diversified  and  picturesque.  The 
country  is  more  open  and  more  level;  nor  are  the 
mountains  so  finely  wooded.  On  the  contrary, 
the  rooms  where  the  company  meet,  lie,  as  it 
were,  in  a  hole,  near  the  spring  head ;  and  not 
only  carry  with  them  the  appearance  of  great 
antiquity,  but  they  are  also  very  gloomy,  and 
seem  situated,  as  it  were,  in  a  swamp,  surrounded 
with  wood.  For  those,  however,  to  whom  the 
drinking  of  the  waters  is  any  inducement  for 
repairing  hither,  there  are  but  few  watering  places 
where  they  will  meet  with  such  excellent  accom- 
modations, more  resources  of  amusement,  or  a 
greater  variety  of  respectable  company. 

The  Princess  having,  at  Pjrrmont,  taken  an 
affectionate  leave  of  her  brother,  the  Duke,  pro- 
ceeded to  Paderborn,  a  town  about  eight  miles 
distant. 

The  city  of  Paderborn,  which  is  one  of  the 
Hans-Towns,  is  a  large,  well-built,  fortified,  and 
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pc^uloui  city.  This  city  was  imperial  till  1604^ 
^9ben  Theodore^  its  bishop,  became  both  its  spiritual 
and  temporal  sovereign.  Some  of  its  churches 
are  magnificent.  Its  cathedral  is  a  grand  fabric^ 
inferior  to  few  in  the  empire.  Otho  ii.  gave  a 
golden  crucifix  to  it,  of  sixty  pounds  weight,  to  the 
value  of  sixty  thousand  gilders^  or  about  eight 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  bishop's  palace  is 
a  decent  structure ;  but  the  bishops,  when  they 
vouchsafe  to  visit  this  small  benefice,  which  is  not 
very  often,  reside  seven  miles  oiBT,  at  Nienhus,  a 
<:astle  built  in  1590.  A  university  was  founded 
here  in  1592,  by  the  bishop  of  Furstenburg ;  and 
though  this  city  stands  not  &r  firom  the  Lippe^ 
which  joins  with  the  Uime,  near  Nienhus ;  yet  it 
has  its  name  from  the  Pader,  a  rivulet  which  has 
its  rise  just  under  the  high  altar  of  its  cathedral, 
and  Bom,  i.  e.  a  spring. 

In  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London,  for  December  1665,  there  is  an  account 
of  a  spring  in  this  territory,  which  loses  itself 
twice  in  twenty-four  hours;  but  returns  with 
a  great  noise,  and  such  force,  as  to.  turn  three 
mills  not  fisu:  fi*om  its  source ;  for  which  reason  it 
is  called  Bolder  Bom,  i.  e.  Boisterous  Spring. 
Tliere  is  another  remarkable  fountain,  called 
Methom,  two  miles  firom  Paderboro,  which  is  a 
treble  spring ;  two  parts  of  which,  not  a  foot  and  a 
half  fix>m  each  other,  have  very  different  qualities: 
the  one  limpid,  bluish,  lukewarm^  and  containing 
lal  ammoniac,  ochre^  iron,  vitriol,  alum,  sulphur. 
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nitroi  anfl  ot^iaavent;  Hie  other  coldias  ice^  turbid^ 
and  wliioiftb^  widi  madh  tiae  saane  ccortents,  hat 
fltrongcr  in  taste,  snd  heimer,  than  the  befeve- 
mentioned.  It  is  said  to  be  a  pei&ct  enre  fta: 
wcn*Bfi6.  All  fowls  that  drink  it  ave  dnunediatelj 
thrown  ifito  eonviddons,  but  soon  recoveDed  hf 
«n  ^fiisien  of  common  sidt  and  Tinegar.  The 
third  spring,  which  is  abtnit  twenty  paces  firomtthe 
other  two,  is  of  a  greenish  cal«fur,:bat  verydear, 
tatjtes  both  sour  and  sweet,  and  4s  supposed  to  (Me 
a  fnixtiffe  of 'the  other  two. 

Ofn  BEiderbom  the  Princess  and  suite  took  up 
their  residence  for  the  night,  and  next  morning 
4he  party  departed  for  -Gottingen,  where  ishey 
ttrrhred  to  breakfiist. 

OoTTiNGBN  is  situated  in  a  spacious,  fertile,  and 
^pleasant  vale,  along  the  water  called  the  New 
Leine,  wliich  is  a  canal  drawn  from  the  xiver  of 
that  name,  the  town  bemg  about  one  hundred  3fods 
from  it.  This  capital  -separates  the  old  fromthe  new 
'town;  and,  about  the  distance  of  a  mile,  joins  tbe 
Leine  again.  The  rampenrts  around  t^etown,  which 
are  about  six  hundred  and  nine^rods  in  circum- 
ference, commiand  a  delightfol  prospect  of  gardens 
of  all  kinds,  with  meadows,  fields,  and  eminences:; 
and  would  form  a  most  delightful  walk,  wercithe 
useless  breast-woikson  it  removed,  and  the  wall 
levelled  and  planted  with  lime-trees.  The*  town 
'itsidlfeotisistsdf  upwards  of  one  thowaad  houses^ 
and  aborit  eight  thousand  pec^e;'and,  since  iiie 
ereption  ofthe  university,' has' been  so  embd&h«d 
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with  new  buildings^  and  tEe  old  so  repaired^  that  it 
is,  at  present,  one  of  the  best  built  towns  in  all 
Lower  Saxony ;  and  for  the  fine  free-stone  pave- 
Hients  on  both  sides  of  its  streets,  may  be  said  to 
have  few  equals.  In  winter  the  town  is  illumi- 
nated with  lamps.  It  has  five  parochial  churches, 
and  one  for  the  Calvinists.  The  Roman  Catholics 
here  cdebrate  worship  in  a  private  house. 

The  principal  ornament  and  advantage  of  Got* 
tingen  is  the  university,  founded  in  1734,  by 
George  II.  of  England ;  which  by  the  care  of  its 
curator^  has  acquired  a  very  distinguished  reputa- 
tion and  pre-emmence  over  the  other  universities 
t)f  Germany,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
republic  of  letters-  It  has  been  ftdl  of  Russian, 
Danish,  Swedish,  and  English  students.  The 
library  is  one  of  the  most  capital,  not  only  in 
Germany,  but  even  in  all  Europe.  A  society  of 
sciences,  founded  in  1751,  and  a  royal  German 
society,  form  part  of  the  university.  It  has  also  a 
fine  observatory,  and  an  exquisite  physic-garden ; 
with  an  anatomical  theatre,  of  ingenious  construc- 
tion ;  a  schobl  for  teaching  midwifery, .  and  an 
academy  of  exercises. 
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CHAPTER  lU. 

Arrive  at  Cassel — Description — Temple  and  Cas^ 
cade  of  fVasenstevn-^manners  of  the  German 
Courts — Carnival — Theatre — Arrival  at  Mar- 
purg — Description — Accmmt  of  the  Teutonic 
Knights — Proceed  to  Frankfort — Reception — 
Description  of  the  City — Curious  Custom  of  tJie 
Inhabitants  and  Attachment  to  Psalm-singing 
— Mode  of  conducting  Funerats-^CondUion  and 
Treatment  of  tke  Jews — State  ef  Sociefy-^ 
Amusements — Oovemment  of  tlie  City,  Sgc.  ^c 
— Arrival  at  Darmstadt — Splendid  reception--^ 
Grand  Hunt  given  in  honour  of  the  Princess 
— Descripfion  of  Hesse  Darmstadt-^Mode  of 
guarding  the  Town,  8fc. — Arrival  at  Mentz-^ 
Description  of  that  City — Mountain  (f  Alto^ 
mger — Sublime  Vietv  of  the  rising  Sun  from  its 
summit — Cross  the  Rhyne — Arrival  at  fVorms 
— Description  of  the  Country — Historical  ac<^ 
count  of  the  City^Catkedral  and  Ckwrchn — 
Mint — Bones  and  Figures  (f  Giants — Proceed  to 
Manheim — Arrival  at  Heidelburg — Description 
— Holy  Mountain — Famous  Tun  of  Heidelburg 
— Proceed  to  Spire — Description  and  historical 
Account — The  word  Protestant — Arrival  at 
Philipsburgh — Historical  Account  of  that  City. 

JL  HE  Princess  and  suite^  having  left  Gottingen, 

now  entered  the  cjf  ele  of  the  Upper  Rhine^  and 

arrived  early  in  the  day  at  Cassel^  (twelve  miles 

^  distant)  the  capital  town  of  the  Electorate  of  Hesse 
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Gtssel.  In  this  district^  the  air  is  cold,  but  not 
nnwholesoine.  The  water  is  good^  and  the  soil 
excellent^  yielding  abundance  of  corn,  and  a  consi* 
derable  quantity  of  grapes.  There  are  also  large 
forests,  containing  much  deer  and  other  game. 

Cassbl  is  situated  on  the  river  Fulda,  and  con- 
sists of  an  old  and  new  town,  connected  by  a  hand- 
some stone  bridge  which  crosses  the  river.  The 
old  town,  which  is  the  largest  and  most  consider- 
^e,  forms  a  semicircle  <m  a  hill,  and,  like  the 
lower  new  town,  is  old-fashioned;  but  the  new 
tewD,  (betwixt  which  and  the  old  one  lies  the 
esplanade,)  being  planted  with  beautiful  rows  of 
trees,  is  very  regular  and  handsome. 

Besides  the  palace  in  the  city,  which  is  his  win-^ 
ter  residence,  the  Elector  has  several  elniteaux 
and  castles  in  several  parts  of  his  territories. 
Immediately  without  the  town^  is  a  beautiftilly" 
constructed  villa,  in  which  he  resides  during  the 
sommer.  Here  are  some  very  fine  antique  s(»- 
toes,  of  great  value.  There  are  also  elegant  parks 
and  gardens,  ^\^th  an  extensive  orangery;  antf 
a  wdl  filled  menagerie,  containing  a  good  collec- 
1km  of  rare  animals. 

TJke  aeademy  of  arts,  situated  in  the  new  town, 
oofitains  some  valuable  antiques  and  other  curio- 
sities, among  which  is  a  St.  John  in  mosaic,  done 
after  a  jseture  of  Raphael.  This  tecfious  art  of 
copying  paintings  in  mosaic,  has  been  brought  to- 
great  perfiMtioD,  particularly  at  Rome.  They  alsa' 
Aew  a  sword,  which  was  consecrated  l>y  the  pope. 
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and  sent  to  one  of  the  princes  of  diis  bxeSly, 
at  his  setting  out  on  an  expedition  to  the  Holy 
Land.  What  havoc  this  sacred  weapon  made 
among  the  infidels  we  are  not  told^  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  worse  for  the  wear. 

Nothing  in  the  country  of  Hesse  is  more  worthy 
of  the  admiration'  of  travellers  than  the  Gothic 
temple  and  cascade  at  Wasbnstsin.    There  was 
originally^  at  this  place^  an  old  building  used  by 
the  princes  of  this  family  as  a  kind  of  hunting- 
house*    It  is  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a  high 
mountain^  on  the  face  of  which  is  a  series  of  arti* 
£cial  cataracts^  cascades,  -and  various  kinds  of 
water-works,  in  the  noblest  style  that  can  be  con- 
caved.   The  principal  cascades  are  in  the  middle  ; 
and  on  each  side,  are  stairs  of  large  black  stone9 
of  a  flinty  texture,  brought  from  a  rock  at  a  consi- 
derable distance.    Each  of  these  sturs  consists  of 
eight  hundred  steps  from  the  bottom  to  the  sum- 
mit of  ibe  mountain ;  and  when  the  works  are 
allowed  to  play,  the  water  flowing  over  them  forma 
two  continued  chains  of   smaller  cascades.    At 
^sonvenient  distances,  as  you  ascend,  are  four  plat« 
forms,  with  a  spacious  bason  in  each,  also  grottos 
mud  cavies,  ornamented  with  shell-work,  statues  of 
I^aiads  and  sea  divinities.    The  water  rushes  fr<mi 
1^ summit  of  this  mountain  in  various  shapes: 
sometimes  in  detached   cascades,   sometimes  in 
large  sheets  like  broad  crystalline  rivers ;  at  cme 
place  it  is  broken  by  a  rock  consisting  of  huge 
atones.    There  are  also  fountains  which  eject  ^% 
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unter  in  coIuimiB  of  five  or  six  incbes  diameter  to 
a  considerable  height :  all  this  has  a  very  brilliant 
eiect^  when  viewed  from  the  bottom.  On  the 
highest  part  of  the  mountain  a  Gothic  tem^de 
is  built;  and  on  the  top  of  that  an  obelisk^ 
erowned  by  a  colossal  statue  of  Hercules  leaning 
on  his  dub^  in  the  attitude  oi  the  Famese  Her- 
cules. This  figure  is  of  coppery  and  thirty  feet  in 
height ;  there  is  a  staircase  within  the  club,  by 
which  a  man  may  ascend,  and  have  a  view  of  the 
country  firom  a*  window  at  the  top.  Wasenstein 
has  not  the  air  of  a  modem  work,  but  ra&er  con- 
veys the  idea  of  Ronoaa  mi^;nificence. 

The  following  relation  of  the  style  of  living 
at  the  Court  of  Cassel  will^  with  little  variation^ 
give  an  idea  of  the  general  practices  at  the  Qtr^ 
man  courts.    About  half  an  hour  before  dinner^ 
tfe  found  all  the  officers  assembled  in  a  large 
loom.    The  elector  soon  appewed,  and  ccmtinued 
conversing  with  the  company  till  has  consort,  ac« 
eompanied   by  the   Princess  of  Wales  and  her 
ladies,  anrived*    The  company  then  walked  to  the 
dinkig-parlour,  where  there  were   about   thirty 
covers,   and  the  aame  number  in  an  adjoining 
room.    Hxe  doors  being  left  open  between  these 
i^Mirbnents,  the  whole  formed  in  a  manner  but 
one  company.    The  repast  continued  about  two 
hours,  during  which  the  conversation  was  carried 
en  with  some  appearance  of  constraint,  and  rather 
ki  a  low  vcnce ;  except  when  either  of  their  bigh-» 
atesses  q>oke  toany  person  seated  at  a  distance. 
After  dimaier  the  company  returned  to  the  rorai 
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whcTC  tliey  first  Msembled.  In  tU»  tbey^mnoMied 
til  the  Btector  retired,  whieb  be  did  wilbia  t 
quaiter  of  an  hear  eftepwards ;  soon  after  the  com^ 
pflftiy  separated  tin  seven  in  the  eveimig ;  wbea 
tfaey  again  assembled,  a»d  eards  were  then  intro- 
^ttced^  and  gaming*  eontinued  about  two  lurars. 
The  Elector  then  sainted  th^r  Highnesses  mt 
both  cheeks,  and  letired  to  his  own  apartment, 
whilst  they  and  Ihe  rest  of  tlie  compsmy  went  to 
vupper.  At  this  repast  there  was  less  formatity, 
and,  of  course,  more  ease  and  gaiety  ti>an  at 
dbmer.  When  Her  Royal  Highness  rose  from  table^ 
the  Electress  and  most  of  the  e<Hnpany  attended 
her  up  stairs  to  a  spacious  anti'-chaifaber,  where 
die  remained  conversing  a  few  minutes^  and  theii 
Mttred*  These  general  tmtim  were  the  next 
waoing  varied  by  a  concert  in  the  Elector's  apart* 
ments.  There  are  also  cert«n  days  of  gala,  dis- 
tiaguidied  only  by  the  company's  being  mora 
BBDMMua  than  usual. 

During  the  carmral  there  are  two  or  three  mas* 
qoemdes.  On  these  occasions,  the  oourt  as-« 
aembles  about  six  in  the  evening^,  the  men  m 
doihinos,  and  the  hudoBU  in  dimr  usual  dress^  op 
with  the  addition  of  a  few  fanciful  ornaments. 
Tbey  amnse  themselves  with  cards  and  conv«nHH 
tion  till  supper*  During  diis  interval,  a  gentle*^ 
man  of  the  oonrt  carries  a  parcel  of  tickets  in  Us 
bat,  equal  to  the  number  of  men  in  eompatijr" 
These  are  presented  to  the  ladies,  eaefa  ci  wbtmi 
drawa  cme.  Tickets,  in  ^  same  manner,  mm 
presented  to  the  men>  who  dbnw  likewise,  keeping 
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their  tidb^  till  ear^  are  ever^  The  officer  Hxen 
e«l»  Bttiaber  one,  on  wUeh  the  GoapiB  who  drew 
that  number  come  forward^  and  the  geDtlemaa 
leads  the  lady  into  the  Bu^er*room,  aita  by  her, 
nd  16  hef  jpartner  for  the  rest  of  the  evening,  hi 
like  maBner  eveiy  t)ther  aumber  is  called.  After 
fiupper  the  eoo^pany  put  cm  their  maslci;  her 
Highnefla  19  led  into  the  ballroom ;  and  the  rest 
follow^  eaeh  lady  being  handed  in  by  her  part- 
Mr.  The  Eleetre£B  and  her  partner  walk  to  the 
xiffer  end  of  the  room ;  the  next  couple  stop  at  a 
small  distance  below  them ;  the  third  next  to  the 
aecend^  and  so  on^  till  this  double  file  feach  the 
ka^  of  ibt  TOOBS.  From  this  arrangement  one 
voidd  natotaUy  expect  a  connby  dance ;  but  a 
aumet  is  alL  Tfae.muaic  begins,  and  the  maskersi 
esnsisting  <d  twenty  or  thirty  couple^  walk  a  minuet 
together.  This  being  over,  which  is  rather  a  con- 
fused «&ir^  every  one  site  down^  the  Electress 
excepted^  who  generally  dances  nine  or  ten  minuete 
saccessively  with  as  many  diffwesit  gentlemen. 
She  then  takes  her  seat  tiU  the  rest  of  the  00m- 
pany  have  danced  minuets ;  which  being  over, 
ODtiUioas  ai^  country-^dancea  b^n^  and  contiaue 
tiU  four  or  five  in  the  morning* 

Besides  the  company  who  sup  at  court,  the 
CMB»  ace  generally  crowded  witiii  masks  from 
the  town,  aonie  af  whoqi  are  in  fancy  dresses, 
and  keep  tbesnseives  ooncealed  all  the  time ;  and^ 
althou^  those  who  come  firom  the  court  are 
known  when  they  enter  the  ball-rooms^  many  of 
tfaem.  alip  .nut,  afterwards^  change  their  dresses;. 
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and  return  to  amuse  themselves  by  teasing  their 
friends  in  their  assumed  characters^  as  is  usual  at 
masquerades. 

ITie  playhouse  is  neat,  though  small.  The 
front  gallery,  with  a  convenient  room  behind, 
is  appropriated  to  the  court.  When  the  prince  or 
princess  stands  up,  whether  between  the  acts  or 
during  the  representation,  all  the  audience  do  the 
same.  The  Elector  has  a  library  Veil  furnished 
with  books  and  curiosities.  In  the  great  church 
are  the  monuments  of  his  ancestors,  in  brass, 
copper,  and  marble,  of  very  good  workmanship. 
The  cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  is  very 
spacious.  There  are  four  other  churches,  wbich 
have  two  ministers  each,  besides  the  soldiers* 
church,  which  has  but  one.  There  is  a  church 
likewise  in  the  palace,  for  the  worship  of  the 
court. 

After  a  residence  of  two  days  at  the  Court  of 
Cassel,  the  Princess,  determining  to  pursue  her 
route,  proceeded  towards  Marpurg,  a  town  about 
twelve  miles  distant ;  where  the  whole  party  arrived 
to  breakfast. 

Mabpurg  is  a  large  and  well-built  town,  with 
spacious  streets :  it  has  a  large  square  adorned 
with  a  town  house  of  curious  architecture.  It 
stands  in  a  pleasant  country,  on  the  river  Lc^. 
Marpurg  was  once  an  imperial  city,  but  is  now 
subject  to  its  own  lords.  It  is  the  chief  town  of 
Upper  Hesse,  and  the  seat  of  the  supreme  court  of 
judicature.  It  has  a  strong  castle  on  a  hill,  and 
is  otherwise' well  fortified.     The  great  church 
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is  a  very  stately  edifice^  and  contains  some  noble 
monuments.  The  University^  which  was  founded 
in  1526,  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  in  Ger- 
many. The  castle  is  separated  from  the  town 
by  the  river.  The  Landgrare's  palace  standjs  on  a 
lismg  ground^  from  whence  there  is  a  delightful 
view  of  the  plains  and  valleys^  beautifully  inter- 
sected by  rivulets ;  also  of  some  very  fine  and 
extendve  vineyards,  which  clothe  &e  face  of  the 
hills.  There  is  another  fine  prospect  from  the 
bridge.  In  the  town  there  is  a  very  stately  edifice^ 
called  the  Palace  of  the  Commander  of  the  order 
of  Teutonic  Knights.  This  order  was  founded  in 
tiiie  year  1190,  in  Palestine.  They  were^  at  firsts 
call^  Knights  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  brothers 
of  the  Teutomc  House  of  our  Lady  of  Jerusalem. 
They  must  be  all  Germans,  and  of  ancient  nobi- 
lity. They  are  to  bind  themselves  by  vows  to 
defend  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  Holy  Landj 
and  to  protect  and  assist  the  poor  and  the  sick. 
In  the  years  1226  and  1228,  after  they  had  been 
obliged  to  quit  Pakstme,  they  obtained  a  grant  of 
all  ttus  lands  they  should  conquer  from  the  Pagan 
Prussians;  whereupon  they  subdued  all  Prussia^ 
Courland,  Semigallia,  and  livonia ;  but  afterwards 
lofll  tliem  aU.  The  superior  of  this  spiritual  order 
is  styled  the  Grand  and  Teutonic  Master,  Adminis- 
trator of  the  Grttnd  Masterdom  in  Prussia,  Master 
of  &e  Teutonic  Order  in  Germany  and  Italy,  and 
Lord  of  Freudendal  and  Eulenbeig.  He  is-  a 
irinoa  of  the  empire^  and,  as  such^  has  a  seat  and 
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ostein tfaedieto.  Both moman  Oatfaoliot and Pm- 
tesbHto  flMjr  be  kii^«tod  mth  the  ord^;  4Mid 
tke  Pfotestodt  k^^te  «re  perimtled  to  fiMUiy. 
Site  estates^  which  lliey  are  posaessed  otf  in  43em 
BMBy^  were  partly  obUNwed  by  purchuBe^  nad 
paiily  by  donatkni,  and  «oiH(i8t<tf  what  isprofMdy 
edied  the  Marterdom  of  Met^mkhetm^  and  twelve 
buliwieks.  The  Gmnd  Matter  is  cliose&  by  the 
chapter^  eonsisting  of  the  eouaaellors  and  com** 
Hundecs,  tihe  latter  of  whom  Mite  adookiistratoacs 
and  judges  of  the  bailiwicks  and  eommanderies  $ 
bat  in  weighty  motten^  an  appeal  lies  from  them 
to  the  Grand  Master.  The  counsellors  ami  com- 
manders  are  chosen  by  the  chapter,  ibe  latJber  oat 
of  the  feriaer^  and  confirmed  by  tiie  Grand  Maalbfr^ 
Tbe  arms  and  ensigns  of  this  order  are,  an  erect 
oroes  saUe  in  a  ^idd  argent  i  which  amu,  Pope 
Celesttne  III.  gcaated  to  it.  In  the  field  is  m 
CMOfi,  oTy  whicli  was  con&nacd  fay  King  Henry  of 
Jentffaiem;  and  in  the^centre  is  to  be  seen  flie 
hnpeorial  eagle,  bestowed  by  the  EmpenH:  Fredc** 
liek  II.  At  each  of  the  four  comers  ia  a  liiy,  or^ 
which  ^vas  added  to  these  arms  by  Saint  Louis  of 
Ftaace. 

J^mng  taken  a^amory  view  of  Mac{Mn;g,  Her 
Boyai  Higlmess  and  snite  repained  .to  their  car^ 
riagest  whidi  were  in  wulnig:,  and  immediately 
pnoeMied  on  dicir  ronte*  It  being  the  Piiaeesa'a: 
nwh  to  reach  Fankfort  that  night,  the  wk^fe 
oavalcade  used  the  greatest  speed,  and  arifcml 
Ifceae about teno'ckMk.   ThediitanoetofMaspiiqr 
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TtBsMoit  being  abovt  twehre  G^rmaife^  or 
lbcrf-fif«  BBgUBh  mitesy  «d  tibe  roadB  oene  •£ 
the- best  (thougii  agreeMy  ^versified  by  bemstifiil 
SMiievy)  the  Prineessfelt  greatly  fttttguedy  and  im- 
mediately retired  to»  rest :  the  kdies  and  gentle- 
SMa  oi  her  suite  speedily  foUowed  her  exaoopk;. 

On  the  f^lowing^  day,  the  Praetor,  and  o&er 
ratfiorities  ef  Frankfort,  implied  at  the  Prineess'a 
hotel,  ttvpay  thehr  respeets  to  Her  Royal  Highness. 
He  P^tneess  received  them  with  that  grackne 
aflSibility  whieh  never  fiiils  to'seoare  the  affsctionB 
and  sewices^  of  all  who  know  her.  The  magia- 
trakes  respeetfiilly  offered. her  llieir  attendance  to 
tbe  pdbfic  places  of  Fr^uil^fort ;  wbicfa  Her  Royal 
Highness  courteously  accepted..  Sevoial  of  the 
BcAQily  also  earnestly  inrlted  the  FrincesB  to  their 
psftiet ;  but  this  Her  Royal  Highness,  in  a  great 
measnre,  dedmed ;  as  her  ati^  in.  Frankiort  wa8 
only,  to  be  Ibr  liiree  days.  The  populace,  toe^ 
evinced  connderable  cui9bnty  to  view  the  liitttse 
Queen  of  fingland ;  and  eag^y  pressed  roondhcr 
easriage^  as  she  proceeded  to  view  the  remarkable 
b«flding9>  Sf€^  in  tibia  fine  city.  The.  few  obseitva^ 
items,  which  oup  shortrstay  in  Frankfixrt  enabled iq 
to  jnake^.  dball  be  given  as  concise^  as  powihle. 

Xhe  impesial  and  free  eity  of  FftANsupoar  oil 
TBB  Mamixu  was  ancdently  called  FraneofmBay 
that  is,  The  Fesd  of  the  Fcanks ;  far  Ae  Fianka 
naed  to.  enisa  the  mer  here,  vl  ovdet  to  mak« 
Hmt  inemskois.  upon  tiie  Saxons  r  o«  wfaiek 
tbe  lattar,  at  kagth^  built  this  city  to 
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restrain  their  laYages.  It  is  now  called  JhM^* 
finrt  on  the  Maine,  not  only  on  account  of  ib 
being  situated  on  that  river^  but  to  distinguish  it 
fix>m  Frankfort  on  the  Oder.  It  is  eighteen  miks 
east  of  Mentz^  and  twenty  from  the  Rhine.  It  is 
spacious^  populous,  and  opulent ;  one  of  the  Hams- 
Towns,  and  the  seat  of  the  imperial  diet.  The 
river  intersects  and  divides  it  into  two  parts, 
Frankfort  and  Saxenhausen,  which  have  a  commii- 
nication  by  means  of  an  elegant  stone  bridge ;  birt 
the  whole  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same 
magistrates.  The  river  is  about  half  as  broad  as 
the  Thames  at  London.'  The  town  is  surrounded 
by  walls^  encompassed  with  deep  ditches  of  run<* 
ning  wateir,  and  fortified  with  eleven  ba8ti<msi 
suitable  counterscarps^  outworks^  &c.  The  Main^ 
Rhine,  &c.  render  its  situation  admirable  for  trsdci 
particularly  for  bringing  great  quantities  of  eom 
and  wine  from  Franconia  and  the  Palatinate^  It 
has  two  annual  fairs,  which  are  frequented  1^ 
merchants  with  various  commodities,  particularly 
books,  from  most  parts  iA  Europe,  of  which  they 
distribute  printed  catalogues ;  so  that  there  is  a 
greater  choice  here  than  in  any  town  in  Christen* 
dom,  during  the  mart,  which  lasts  three  weeks ; 
but  at  other  times  the  booksellers  have  scarcely 
any  business.  There  are  thjrce  marts  every  year  i 
and  the  nataes  of  the  foreign  merchants  are  written 
over  the  arch  before  the  doors  of  their  shops, 
which,  when  the  marts  are  ended,  are  shut  up. 
iUl  strangers  visit  the  town-house^  to  see  die 
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lumber  where  the  emperor  is  elected.  And  it 
WGidd  be  reckoned  a  want  of  taste  not  to  see 
the  fiunous  golden  bull,  which  is  kept  here^  an 
€fihibition  of  which  costs  a  ducat;  a  sufficiaiit 
price  surely  for  a  glance  at  an  old  piece  of  parch^ 
ment,  which  few  can  read. 

A  countryman  of  ours  complained  of  the  impo- 
ation ;  and  hearing  a  German  talk  of  the  high 
price  which  every  thing  bore  in  England^  retorted 
on  him  in  these  words :  H  n'y  a  rien  en  Angleterre^ 
ri  <Aer  que  votre  taureau  d*or  a  Frankfort. 

A  singular  custom  is  observed  here:  Two 
women  appear  every  day  at  noon  on  the  battle- 
ments of  the  principal  steeple,  and  play  some  very 
solemn  airs  with  trumpets.  This  music  is  accom- 
pamed  with  vocal  psalmody^  performed  by  four  or 
five  men^  who  always  attend  the  female  trumpeters 
for  that  purpose. 

The  people  here,  indeed,  have  a  great  taste  for 
psfilm-singing.  There  are  a  considerable  number 
of  men  and  boys  who  follow  this  as  their  only 
profession*  They  are  engaged  by  some  families 
to  ofBciate  two  or  three  times  a-week  in  the  mom* 
iog,  before  the  master  and  mistress  of  the  family 
get  out  of  bed.  When  a  person  in  tolerable  cir- 
comstimces  dies,  a  band  of  these  sweet  singers 
assemble  in  the  street  before  the  bouse,  and  chant 
an  hour  every  day  till  the  corpse  is  mterred.  They 
likewise  follow  the  funerals,  which  are  conducted 
with  great  solemnity. 
The  magistrates  and  city  officers  profess  Luther* 
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ankm,  vi/jmh  k  tbe  ealabiifihed  reUgk^i  ^  b«4  nttifit  * 
of  the  ehurches^  imd  thase  ti^e  dti^i  lire  ia  die 
liandd  of  t^e  Catholies.  Gesmaa  CalvkiuitS'  are 
Bumeroud  \icx,  and  cu^  the  riefaefit  of  the  inhabi* 
tents.  There  id  a  common  saying  at  Frankfoet^ 
that  "  the  Iloman  Catholics  have  the  churehes^  Ae  . 
Lutherans  the  magistrates^  and  the  Calvinists  the 
moneys.'*  Funei*als  are  eonducted  with  an  imfiom- 
mon  degree  of  solemnity  in  this  to^ni^;  a  rmm, 
dressed  in  a  black  oloak,  and  carrying  a  erudfiK 
at  die  end  of  a  long  pole^  leads  the  pfoeessioB. 
A  great  number  of  hired  mourners^  in  &e  same 
dress^  each  with  a  lemon  in  his  hand^  mareh  after 
him.  Then  come  the  singei's>  followed  by  the 
corpse  in  a  hearse ;  and,  lastly^  the  relatwns^  ha 
mourning  coaches.  Th^  crucifix  i&  earned  in  thi6 
manner  at  all  funerals,  Protestant  or  R(»nan  €fr- 
tholic. 

The  Jews.have  a  public,  and  a  very  considerable 
synagogue ;  tlieir  number  is  about  six  thouasad^ 
they  are  confinx^d  to  a  certain  narrow  sti*eetj.  built 
^at  one  end,  with  a  gate  at  the  other,  and  ace 
regularly  shut  up  at  a  certain  hour  of  the 
night.  There  are  -some  who  are  very  opulmil;^ 
and  vie  witli  the  Christiana  in  every  article  of  e»* 
pense.  Their  industry  is  not  tobe  conceived;  tiheji 
are  laaguage-masters^  feneing^masters,  dancwg^ 
master;^  writing  and  axithm€tic«-mastersw.  ThoMt 
who  go  into  their  street  aj;e  much  aauioyed  by. 
them;  they  fall  upon  strangers^  and  eenspel  tbtm^ 
to  buy  their  wares.    It  is  difficult  for  aBMOLlo 
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jjacptanaglchiiiifiietf  from  thean  ;  and  tkey  call  to 
itm^fers  fima  tbe  dtst&ace  of  tltfae  or  fast 
k«ndred  paces.  Ilie  houses  of  thdr  we]l^iKxmi«» 
pBsed  street  arc  filled  with  iobabitftnts ;  but,  im 
Ae-dtber  jbaod.  there  is  ^ften  onfy  one  Ikmily  in 
Ae  iKMises  bdkxigiag  to  the  rich.  Tbk  ts  )lie  tign 
of  affluence ;  for  house-^rent  is  desrer  in  tMs  ^tre^ 
flm  w  any  part  of  London,  PaHs^  or  any  otker 
gseat  dty.  There  is  n  latv  winch  fortiidfi  1^  Jews 
to  ^TO  aixy  whtfe  out  of  tfaeix  own  C[tiarter>*  but 
die  BiagisrtraPte  connives  at  breaking  it  ^  and  oofily 
mews  it,  froiu  time  to  time,  to  extort  iifteney  from 
those  who  chuse  to  live  elsewhere.  Tl^  Jews  are 
otdigod  to  fetoh  water,  when  a  fire  happens  in  any 
fMOi  of  the  city;  and  the  msgisltxates^  in  rettirn> 
pereut  then  to  cSrase  judges  from  their  own  seet> 
be  deciding  disunites  among  themselves. 

Cabinets  of  cuadofsities  are  found  here,  as  in 
alsMMt  erery  considerable  town  in  Germany;  a 
great  :number  of  private  colleetioos  are  also  made* 
Strangers  cannot  pay  their  court  better,  to  such 
QsUectors,  than  by  requesting  permission  to  see 
tiMir  museum ;  but  the  misfortane  of  attending 
linBi'it,  tint  the  proprietor  waits  on  you  himself 
and  giras  you  the  history  of  ev^  i»eoc  of  ore, 
fdbah^koii,  and  rarity  he  has;  and,  as  this  lecture 
)s*gimii.gntia,  be  assumes  the  right  of  making  it 
9>  hmg  as  he  pkases^  till  it  becomes  tedious* 

The  staBeete  0f  Frffiakfort  are  spacious,  and  wiell 
finedi  ti»e  houses  stately,  ekaa,  and  convenient; 
the  ostsidea  of  them  a»  splendid  and  the  style  of 
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the  architecture  shews  that  the  inhabitants  know 
.  how  to  lay  out  their  money  with  taste.  There  aie 
many  opulent  inhabitants  in  this  place ;  the  furni- 
ture of  their  houses^  their  gardens^  their  equipage, 
dress^  and  female  ornaments^  bespeak  a  state 
above  the  ordinary  citizen,  and  approaching  to 
the  extreme  of  magnificence. 
1'  Excepting  Hamburgh,  this  is  the  only  imperial 
city  which  keeps  up  all  its  pristine  splendour. 
The  kins,  for  cleanliness,  conveniency,  and  number 
of  apartments,  are  superior  to  any  we  saw  on  the 
continent,  and  vie  with  our  most  magnificent  inns 
in  England. 

What  are  called  colleges,  consist  of  associations 
of  people  of  some  rank,  who  assemble  on  a  certain 
day.  There  are  colleges  of  nobility,  of  artists  of 
|dl  kinds^  of  booksellers,  of  doctors  of  law  and 
physic;  and,  in  short,  of  all  orders.  It  is  not 
difficult  for  a  stranger  to  be  introduced  to  these  ; 
and  the  advantage  he  derives  by  it,  of  bdng^ 
acquainted,  hi  an  hour,  with  the  most  respectaUe 
people  of  his  own  rank,  is  incredible.  Society  is 
divided  into  noftfe^^e  and  fttirgeow;  the  first  con- 
msts  of  some  noble  families  from  various  parts 
of^  Germany,  who  choose  this  place  for  their 
residence,  and  a  few  original  citizens  of  Frankfort^ 
who  have  attained  the  rank  of  nobility:  some  of 
these  nobility  take  pains  to  point  out  the  essratial 
difference  there  is,  and  the  distinction  that  ought 
to  be  made  between  them  and  the  bwghers ;  who 
always^  in  their  ophiion,  retain  a  vulgarity  of  sen- 
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timent  and  manners^  unknown  to  those  whose 
blood  has  poured  through  several  generations^ 
unmixed  with  that  puddle  which  stagnates  in 
the  veins  of  plebeians.  But  the  plebeians;  in 
return,  smile  at  such  noblesse,  and  take  pains; 
by  a  magnificent  show,  to  convince  the  world  they 
are  the  greatest  men  of  the  two.  We  daily  see 
the  same  distinctions  and  rivalship  at  home,  viz. 
between  the  English  nobility,  and  the  worthy 
London  citizens. 

Riding  along  the  banks  of  the  Maine^  in  the 
territories  of  the  Elector  of  Mentz,  we  observed 
a  biiilding,  which  seemed  to  be  the  residence  of 
some  prince,  or  sovereign  bishop  atleai^t;  and 
were  surprised  we  had  never  heard  it  spoken  of, 
it  having  a  more  magnificent  appearance  than  any 
modem  building  we  had  seen  since  our  arrival  in 
Germany.  We  rode  up^  and,  on  entering  it,  found 
that  the  apartments  within,  though  not  laid  out  in 
the  best  taste,  seemed  to  correspond,  in  point  of 
espence,  with  the  eictemal  appearanee»  On  en-^ 
quiry,  we  were  informed  that  this  palaqe  belonged 
to  a  tobacconist  in  Frankfort ;  where  he  still  kept 
ahop^  and  had  accumulated  a  prodigious  fortune 
by  making  and  selling  snuff. 

There  is  a  public  assembly  at  Frankfort  once 
a^week,  for  the  nobility ;  at  which  they  drink  tea, 
converse,  and  play  at  cards,  from  six  till  ten.  On 
the  other  nights,  the  same  company  meet  alter^ 
nately  ateaoh  others  hoyses,  and  pass  the  evening 
in  the  same  manner*  None  of  the  hwgeois  families 
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are  invited  to  these  parties;  but  they  have  asseni'- 
blies  of  the  same  kind  among  themselves ;  and 
often  entertain  their  friends  and  strangers  in 
a  very  hospitable  mannien  The  nobility,  who 
reside  at  Frankfort,  and  the  nobility  of  all  degrees 
and  every  nation^  who  accidentally  pass  through  it» 
cheerfully  accept  of  these  invitations  to  dine  with 
the  citizens  :  but  none  of  the  German  ladies  of 
quality  condescend  so  far.  Distinction  of  ranks 
is  observed  in  Germany,  with  all  the  scrupulous 
precision  that  a  matter  of  greater  importance  de- 
serves. 

We  attended  a  public  concert  in  Frankfort, 
supported  by  subscription.  One  would  imagine 
that  the  subscribers  should  take  their  seats  as 
they  entered  the  room,  and  that  those  who  came 
earliest  should  have  their  choice,  as  in  England— 
not  so.  The  first  two  rows'  are  kept  for  the  ladies 
of  quality;  officers,  and  daughters  of  the  citizens, 
must  be  contented  to  sit  behind. 

The  theatre  being  opened  by  a  troop  of  German 
comedians,  we  were  present:  and,  previous  to 
the  play,  there  was  a  kind  of  allegorical  compli- 
ment to  Her  Royal  Highness.  This  was  per- 
formed by  Justice,  Wisdom,  and  Plenty,  each  of 
whom  appeared  with  the  usual  attributes.  The 
piece  was  a  German  trmislation  of  the  English 
play  of  George  Bardwellf  with  considerable  altera- 
tions. Bardwell  is  represented  as  an  imprudent 
young  man,  bnt  does  not  murder  his  uncle,  as  in 
tiie  English  play,  or  commit  any  gross  crime.  The 
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translator^  therefore,  instead  of  himging,  marries 
him,  at  the  end  of  the  piece. 

Braunfield,  which  was  formerly  the  emperor's 
palace,  is  now  the  mansion-house  of  the  Teutonic 
knights,  where  debtors  have  a  sanctuary  for  four* 
teen  days,  after  which  they  may  be  taken  up.       i 

There  is  a  port  or  harbour,  and  the  citadel  or 
fortress  of  Saxenhausen.  There  are  also  several 
noble  fountains  in  the  city,  and  particularly  three, 
m  the  great  market-place ;  and  divers  mineral 
springs  and  baths  belonging  to  the  city. 

The  city  is  governed  by  a  praetor,  twelve  bur- 
gomasters, fourteen  eschevins  or  aldermen,  (one  df 
which  is  always  a  burgomaster,)  and  forty-two 
common  council.  The  senate,  which  chooses  two 
fonrgomasters  annually  out  of  their  own  number, 
is  divided  into  three  benches  ;  the  first  is  that  of 
the  eschevins ;  the  second  is  the  literati,  or  learned, 
out  of  which  the  first  bench  is  supplied  in  case  of 
a  vacancy;  and  the  third  is  that  of  tradesmen  who 
never  rise  higher.  The  gn^nd  bailifi^,  who  is  always 
pieaident  of  the  council,  is  chosen  from  the 
eschevins ;  his  office  it^  for  life,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  eschevins.  Pesides  these,  there  ai:e  syndics, 
whose  power  is  much  limited.  The  magistrates 
are  chosen  from  fimong  the  nobility,  but  named 
by  all  the  corporations  of  tradesmen.  The  govern- 
ment here  is  niilder  than  in  most  of  the  imperial 
towns ;  and  their  liberties,  which  they  boast  of 
holding  originally  from  Charlen^ange,  seem  better 
eatabU^bed. 
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Saxenhausen  formerly  belonged  to  the  Electoi 
of  Mentz,  but  was  bartered  for  the  town  of 
Hochst,  which  depended  on  Frankfort ;  and  since 
thiB  change>  one  of  the  city  council  must  reside  at 
Saxenhauxen. 

Having  viewed  all  the  remarkable  places  in 
Frankfort  worthy  of  notice,  we  left  it  on  the 
fourth  day  for  Darmstadt,  the  residence  of  the 
Priqce  of  Hesse  Darmstadt.  Here  the  Princess's 
reception  was  extremely  gratifying:  the  car- 
riages having  driven  to  the  Prince's  palace,  the 
Prince  ordered  every  attention  and  respect  to 
be  paid  to  Her  Royal  Highness,  and  most  ur- 
geutly  invited  her  to  rest  at  Darmstadt  for  ^ 
week;  but  for  reasons  before  mentioned,  the 
Princess  declined  his  courteous  offer. 

On  our  arrival,  the  whole  of  the  palace  wore  the 
appearance  of  a  festival ;  for  every  thing  was  in 
the  most  splendid  style,  and  the  utmost  gaiety 
pervaded  the  countenance  of  every  one,  from  the 
court-lady  to  the  humble  domestic.  Having  pnr- 
taken  of  a  most  elegant  dejeune,  at  which  the 
most  distinguished  members  of  the  court  were 
present,  the  carriages  were  ordered  ;  and  whilst 
Her  Royal  Highness,  attended  by  the  Prince  of 
Hesse,  proceeded  to  view  the  town  and  the  plea- 
sure grounds,  every  thing  was  got  in  readiness  for 
a  grand  hunting  party  in  honour  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales. 

Accordingly,  about  twelve  o*clpck,  the  Prince 
paving  given  orders  for  ?U  his  attendants  to 
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mounts  handad  the  Princess  and  her  ladies .  into 
their  carriage.  He,  himself,  mounted  on  a  fine 
hunter,  rode  by  her  side  till  we  reached  the  field; 
when,  an  immense  number  of  {feasants  being  col- 
lected, the  hunt  began. 

BuinoER  has  so  happily,  and  so  poetically,  de- 
scribed the  pleasures  and  dangers  of  the  chace,  in 
his  beautiful  poem  of  the  Wild  Hunter,  that  any 
further  description  is  rendered  absolutely  unne- 
cessary. The  following  translated  extracts  from 
this  celebrated  composition,  are  calculated  to 
rouse  the  most  inanimate. 


" -His  bugle  horn  the  Margrave  sounds, 

HaUoo-loo-loo !  to  horse,  to  horse ! 
The  brisk  steed  neighs^  and  forward  bounds ; 

The  pack  uncoupled  join  his  eourse ; 
With  bark  and  yelp,  they  brush  and  rush 

Thro'  com  and  thorn,  tliro'  wood  and  bush.> 

Yolohee  I  dash  athwart  the  train,      ' 
With  trampUng  haste  the  Margrave  rides ; 

When  lo !  the  horsemen  speed  amain. 
To  join  the  chase  from  different  sides.— 

^'  Be  welcome,  sirs,  we're  startiag  now,' 
You  hit  the  nick  of  time  and  place; 

Not  earth  nor  heaven  can  bestow 
A  princelier  pleasure  than  the  chace. '' — 

Giving  his  steed  a  hearty  slap, 

He  wav'd  aloof  his  hunter's  cap. 

With  sixteen  antlers  on  his  head, 
A  milk-wMte  stag  before  them  strode :  — * 

Soho !  hurrah !  at  once  they  sped 
O'er  hill  and  wood,  o'er  field  and  flood: 

Aleft^  aright,  beside  the  knight 
Rode  all  the  huntsmen^  black  and  white. 
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I  . 
Louder  thdr  bogki  horns  diey  wfad, 

Tbe  hones  swifter  sporn  the  groond ; 
And  now  before,  and  now  behind, 
Cmsh'd,  gaspingly  howls  some  trampled  hotmd. 

The  qnarry  seeks  the  ripening  con^ 
And  hopes  to  find  a  shelter  there. 

See,  the  poor  husbandman  forlorn 
With  dasped  hands  is  drawing  near : 

'^  Have  pity,  noble  Sir,  forbear ! 
My  Uttie,  only,  harvest  spare.** 

Now  swiftly  over  ditch  and  bank 
The  Margrave  gallops  at  a  bonnd ; 

And  with  him  poors  in  rear  and  flank, 
The  train  of  man,  and  horse,  and  hound* 

Horse,  hound,  and  man,  the  corn-field  scour. 

Its  dust  and  chafi*  the  winds  devour. 

Affrighted  at  the  growing  din, 

The  timid  stag  resumes  his  flight, 
Runs  up  and.down,  and  out  and  in. 

Until  a  meadow  strikes  bis  sight;  • 
There  conch'd  among  the  fleecy  breed, 
He  slily  hopes  to  hide  his  head. 

But  up  and  down,  and  out  and  in,' 
The  hounds  his  tainted  tract  pursue; 

Again  he  hears  the  growing  din. 
Again  the  hunters  cross  his  view. 

Now  sounds  the  bugle,— loo-loo-loo ! 

The  dogs  come  yelping  at  the  sound'. 
With  fury  fierce,  the  eager  crew 

Pounce  on  the  herd  that  stand  around. 

Rous'd  by  the  murderous  whoop  so  near. 
The  stag  onee  more  his  covert  breaks ; 

Panting,  in  foam,  with  gushing  tear. 
The  darkness  of  the  wood  he  seeks. 

And,  where  a  lonely  hermit  dwells, 

Takes  refuge  in  the  hallowM  celLn 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


DARJdSTADT.  ©5 

With  crack  of  whip,  and  b|ore  of  horn, 

Tolohee!  on!  hurrah!  soho! 
Bash,  rash  the  throng  thro'  bosh  and  thorn, 

4nd  thither  still  pursue  the  foe. 

At  once  has  vanished  all  the  rout^ 

Margrava  and  huntsmen,  stag  and  horn; 
Nor  whip,  nor  horn,  nor  bark,  nor  shout, 

Amid  the  dark  abyss  resound.— 
Dim  chiUy  mists  their  sight  appal ; 
A  deadly  stiilneis  swallows  all! " 

When  the  hunt,  in  which  three  fine  deer  were 
killed,  was  ended,  the  Prince  of  Hesse  rode  up  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales's  carriage  to  pay  his  re- 
spects, and  the  Princess  was  pleased  to  compli- 
ment him  on  his  agility  and  success.  The  whole 
'  party  now  rode  towards  the  palace,  where  a  most 
elegant  and  expensive  entertainment  awaited  them. 
In  the  evening  there  was  a  splendid  ball,  to  which 
many  of  the  neighbouring  nobility  were  invited. 
The  Princess  of  Wales,  after  thanking  the  Prince 
of  Hesse  for  his  marked  hospitality,  retired  early, 
but  several  of  the  suite  remained  dancing  till  a 
late  hour. 

The  following  observations  on  the  situation  of 
Darmstadt  were  hastily  put  together  during  our 
short  stay. 

Darmstadt  is  seated  on  a  river  of  the  same 
name,  in  a  fruitful  and  pleasant  country.  Its  fer- 
tility may  be' inferred  from  the  largeness  of  the  as- 
paragus*  The  gardeners  lay  small  sticks  over  the 
beds  when  they  begin  to  shoot,  to  shelter  them 
fronv  the  weather  and  cold  winds.  Darmstadt 
contains  a  new  palace,  one  church,    the  burial 
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place  of  the  family,  a  regency,  a  court  of  appeals, 
a  consistory,  a  criminal  court,  a  grammar-'school, 
and  an  orphan-house.    There  is  no  regular  fortifi- 
cation round  the  town,  but  a  very  high  stone  wall, 
not  so  much  to  defend  it  from  an  enemy,  as  to 
prevent  desertion.     Sentinels  are  placed  at  small 
distances  all  round  the  wall;  and  are  obliged  to 
be  extremely  alert.     One  soldier  gives  the  words, 
All  is  wellj  in  German,  to  his  neighbour  on  the 
right,  who  immediately  calk  the  same  tathe  sen- 
tinel beyond  him ;    and  so  it  goes  r6und  till  the 
first  soldier  receives  it  from  the  left,  which  he 
transmits"  to  the  right,    as  formerly :    thus  Htl^ 
call  circulates,  without  intermission^  through  th^ 
whole  night.     Every  other  part  of  garrison  duty  is 
performed  with  equal  exactness,  and  neglects  are 
as  severely  punished,  as  if  an  enemy  was  at  the 
gates.    The  men  are  seldom  in  bed  more  than 
two  nights  out  of  three.    This,  with  the  atten- 
'tion  requisite  to  keep  their  clothes  add  accoutre* 
ments  clean,  is  very  hard  duty,  especially  whea 
the  frost  is,  unconunonly  keen,  as  it  often  is,  and 
the  ground  covered  with  snow.    The  prince  has  a 
small  body  of  cavalry,  dressed  in  buff  coats,  and 
magnificently  accoutred;    these  are    his  horse 
guaids ;  and  they  are  all  not  less  in  height  than 
six'feet  three  inches ;  several  of  them  consider- 
ably above  it.     In  this  town  the  Germans  first 
gave  over  tilts ;  because,  in  1403,  the  Franconians 
and  Hessians  having  challenged  one  another  tQ 
this  exercise,  several  of  the  Fraaconiau  nobility» 
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aad  nine  of  the  Hessia^os^  were  killed  on  the 
spot 

Darmstadt  is  a  small,  but  pleasant  place^  with 
chigrinipg  society.  It  lies  in  the  midst  of  several 
large  cities,  not  far  distant  from  each  other.  The 
m  is  good,  and  the  inhabitants  have  it  in  their  power 
to  unite  the  city  and  comxtry  life.  Add  to  this  the 
pc^ularity  of  the  court,  the  English  garden  open  to 
every  one,  the  magnificent  parade,  the  number  of 
agreeable  women,  and  the  hunting  parties,  which 
are  made  at  a  moderate  expence, — all  these  render 
it  a  most  desirable  habitation.  The  place  abounds 
With  fruit,  and  yields  annually  great  quantities  of 
rich  wines.  There  is  no  part  of  Germany  more 
proper  for  hunting;  or  of  Europe,  where  there  are 
more  deer.  These  are  very  troublesome  to  the 
peasants,  who  are  abroad  day  and  night  to  watch 
tiieir  fields,  and  guard  th^m  from  their  encroachr 
ments. 

On  the  following  morning,  Her  Royal  Highness 
and  suite  were  all  up  betimes.  The  Prince  also^ 
and  his  household,  had  risen  early,  to  give  every 
facility  for  the  Princess's  safe  conduct  to  Mentz^ 
where  it  was  proposed  to  breakfast.  The  Prinoe 
of  Hesse,  and  four  of  his  principal  officers,  accom* 
panied  us  to  this  town,  and  remained  in  it  until  the 
Princess  was  ready,  next  morning,  to  proceed 
towards  the  south.  The  following  is  an  impartial 
description  of  the  city  of  Menta;. 

Mbnt2,  which  stands  on  the  Rhine,  near  where 
the  Maine  falls  into  it,  js  the  capital  of  the. arch- 

I 

^  _^         Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


bishopiie  ttid  electorate.  It  is  a  larg^  and  popiK 
lous  city ;  but  most  of  the  streets  are  narrow^  «ttd 
tile  o6mmoti  battdings  yety  pkda  and  irregular* 
^The  elector  has  several  palaccB  m  and  about 
^e  city,  most  of  which  are  ornamented  vt¥k 
extenBive  gardens.  It  was  made  an  archbi6ho|»iek 
In  729,  by  Pepin  and  Pope  Gregory  IIL  Uie 
«lithedtiil  is  a  lofty  vaulted  building ;  and  in  it 
ttre  Mtne  fine  monuments,  erected  to  the  memoiy 
^  deceased  Electors.  The  Ble<3tor'8  cUef  paloDe 
Is  built  of  reddish  marble,  embellished  with  om»- 
tnents,  and  is  regular  and  magnificent,  though  but 
two  st(Mies  high,  and  built  after  the  old  German 
manner.  Besides  the  cathedral,  there  are  many 
cc^egiate  and  other  churches,  with  several  monas- 
teries, nunneries,  and  hospitals.  Here  are  like* 
Nffise  an  university,  founded  in  the  year  148fi9  ^T 
the  elector  IKether ;  a  bridge  of  boats  over  lite 
Rhine;  manufactories  of  stockings  and  stufiBs ;  and 
two  yearly  &irs.  But  the  most  considerable  build- 
kig  in  this  city  is  the  charter-house,  which,  for  efe- 
ganee  and  extent,  is  one  of  the  fittest  in  Eun^. 
It  has  apartments  \mge  and  commocKous  enough 
to  lodge  a  sovereign  and  his  retinue,  and  is  beaiiti- 
Itfily  situated  on  an  eminence  fronting  the  RhiAs. 
At  the  foot  of  this  house  stands  die  Favorita^  a 
small,  but  elegant,  electoral  palace^  witii  most 
^lightfiil  gardens. 

Mentz  has  a  flourishing  traiie,  especially  in 
Rhenish  wines,  of  which  the  vkieyards  in  this 
neighboulliood  yield  the  best ;  purtieulariy  tibuose  of 
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lioeUuan^  hma  irfaesom  the  finest  awl  of:  Rb^iMl. 
wine  has  obtwadd  tbe  nanoof  Oid  Hock.  The. 
city  of  Menta  oitimu  the  hiveiHtipti  of  the  ait 
of  {Hinting,  wfaidi,  if  not  iAvmitecU  w*a  tit  iflavk; 
loach  improrod,  by  Jehu  Fmi&t^  or»  as  othefet.aaf^j; . 
1]gr«Um  Guttembmig,  about  the  yetjr  1460« 

In  the  tenitoiy  of  Menta,  bebiitd  Crttib^,  la  au 
moimtaia  called  Aj^tkoniobr>  or  tixe  Old  Kipg^t 
^iUeh  raisea  its  head  above  the  ridge  of  hUla  tb«t: 
piotoels  the  fine  plain  along  the  side  of  the  Mameii. 
betireen  FVankfort  and  Menta,  &cxa  the  rude  nordi 
wnvebi.     We  aaeended  Una  mountain  lor  the  aakn: 
of  ^wiag  the  riaing  sun :  to  the  south,  it  ovw^ 
Iedc$  a  plain  thiity^tfaree  miles  broad,  tnminatodi 
by  the  mountains  S^ssart  and  Odenwaldei  tiie 
ferest  of  Speasart,  adjcuning,  has  a  road  through^ 
il  abcteen  miles  long,  but  very  safe  to  travel ; 
befa]^  guarded  fay  hussars.     In  this  plain  ate  seen 
all  the  villages,    hamlets,   and  towns,    betwe^k 
FVankfort  and  the  Mame;  the   eaatem  view  ia 
dosed  by  the  Spessart,   fifty-one  milea  distent 
AH  the  country  akng  the  Maine  and.  Nedkar  liea 
Ute  a  map  un^  the  feet.    In  order  to  enjoy  tim 
sifi^t  of  the  sising  smi  from  this  mountain^  we. 
^vBspt  onrsdives  in  fhra,  though  ia  August,  and> 
lasde  a  fire  of  wood  in  the  mgbt,  but  the  faareak  of 
day  fidly  overpiaid  the  toils  of  the  night*  Ne^er  did ' 
m  fa^  Our  esistence>  or  thai  of  the  Being  that 
aunates  all  nature,  more  fiilly,  than  at  the  instdnt 
ia  widch  thit  first  my  of  t^e  sun  gilded  the  tops  oli 
t|»SpesiajrtandOdenwfdd6;  bothof  which,  at  a 
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distance^  appeared  to  be  islands^  of  ftre.    As  £Bur  as 
this- hill/ «tU  was  t}»ck  darkness^  but  this  eastern 
"ikew  appeared  like  an  illuminated  islimd  swimming 
ib  &e  black  ocean  of  night.  The  momuag  spread- 
ing wider  and  wider,  shewed  us  the  most  beautiful 
landscape,  in  miniature,  that  we  bad  ever  seen ; 
ire  beheld  villages  afar  off  in  the  shade,  the  dark- 
ness of  which,  oni^  ray  of  the  morning  sun  broke 
tiirough  and  spelled.     By  degrees  we  saw  the 
separation  of  the  hills,  with  their  several  tracks 
and  windings;  every  thing  i^peared  as  a  fine 
and  well  illununated  landscape  through  aperspec- 
Uve  glass.    A  sensation  never  before  experienced 
toc^  possession  of  us : — in  beholding  the  sisene,  we 
feltias  if  expanded,  as  if  a  wdght  were  taken  off 
our  hearts,  and  as  if  we  breathed  a  purer  air;    But 
the  first  break  of  the  sun  surpassed  all  the  beauties 
of  4;he  dawn ;  the  grandeur,  variety,  and  magnifi- 
cence  of  this  appearance,  is  above  description. 
The  plain,  seventy-five  miles  long,  and  forty-two 
broad,  which  lies  between  the  Spessart,  the  Don- 
nersberg,  the  eastern  part  of  the  Odenwalde,  and 
our*  hill9,  were  overspread  with  large  streaks  of 
lights   contrasted  in  the  strongest  manner,  with 
the  thickness  of  the  shade.    Tiie  top  of  the  Don- 
rs^rsberg  was  gilded  over,  whilst  deep  daikness 
brooded  at  his  feet,  and  over  all  the  Rhine  be- 
neath.   We  were  ourselves  in  light,  but  the  plains 
and  villages  below  were  in  a  kind  of  half  dark- 
ness*, broken  only  by  the  reflection  of  the  light 
ffom  the^ hills  on- whsch  we  stood;  the  elevated 
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fuis  of  the  kamense  pirns  whi6h  lay  before 
us^  broke  through  that  darkness,- with  a  cheerful- 
ness which  broHight  them  itiuch  nearer  to  our 
View,  and  produced  the  moit  agreeable  deception. 
Now  a  spireemerged  fromthe  gloom,  next  the  sum- 
mit of  a  hill  covered  with  wood,  and  then  a  whole 
Tillage,  with  its  trees,  seemed  to  iswim  upon  the 
earth;  here  lay  a  com  field  in  sight,  and,  as  it 
were,  raised  up  from  the  country  around  it.  The 
river  Maine,  which  hitherto  appeared  like  a  dark 
stripe  of  the  prospect,  began  also  to  be  illumined 
with  silver ;  and  the  Rhine,  in  a  similar  manner, 
was  soon  brotight  nearer  to  our  eyes;  this  was 
followed  with  such  a  blaze,  such  a  flood  of  light — 
but  I  feel,  I  am  attempting  to  describe  a  scene 
&at  is  indescribable,  and  to  which  I  am  inade- 
quate. In  short,  I  have  often  seen  tlie  sun  rise, 
but  never  so  magnificently  as  on  the  Altkoniger. 
A  man  may  travel  through  many  countries,  and 
not  meet  With  so  favourable  a  spot  as  this  for 
iuch  an  object. 

Having  breakfasted  early,  thp  Princess  of 
Wales  made  many  acknowledgments  to .  his 
Highness  for  his  attention,  and  gave  orders  for 
departure.  The  Prince  of  Hesse  and  suite  pro- 
ceeded homewards,  whilst  we  pursued  our  course 
towards  the  south,  and  soon  entered  thebishoprick 
of  Worms.  This  district,  which  is  not  large,  is, 
generally  speaking,  barren,  motmtainous,  and 
woody ;  though  there  are  some  patches,  here  and 
there,  which  produce  a  toleral>te  quantity  of  com* 
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and  gntpes.    The  K«hqp's  revcmi^  is  finukU^  ^ofe 

About  niod  o'docky  hoi^vervoa.  croswig  tha 
lUun^y  W0  bi^beld  one  oi  tim  fiwv»^  Qouqtries  in, 
tb»  world*  1^9  iq^AOiQW  and  l>e(U)(iM  plam,  in 
w)uch  Worms  is  situated^  abounds  with  omti^ 
loafSfWdvariws  kinds  of  fniit  trees*  We  learned 
tfaat  a  particular  sort  of  wiuej  called  Qur  Ladgf^^ 
Milhy  is  peculiar  to  this  spot. 

Our  forenoon's  repast  at  Worms  was  composed 
cjf  tbe  greatest  delicacies^  which  are  h^re  produced 
in  profusion;  after  whichf  the  magistrates  waited 
on  Her  Royal  Higliness,  to  make  a  tender  of  their 
services^  in  exhibiting  their  ancient  city.  The 
Princess,  having  acknowledged  her  grateful  sense 
of  their  civility^  gave  orders  for  her  suite  to  accom^^ 
pany  her*  We  spent  about  two  hours  in  viewing; 
the  curiosities  and  public  places  of  Worms ;  the  fol- 
lowing short  description  of  which  was  drawn  qp,  a» 
the  Princess's  party  proceeded  on  theijr  journey. 

Worms  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  jR^hine^ 
at  the  distance  of  tw«aty-sk  miles  south  of  Frank* 
fort;  on  the  Maine-  While  the  imperial  chamber 
was  kept  here,  it  wa§  one  of  the  mostconsideraUa 
cities  in  the,  whole  empire.  It  is  celebrated  fo?, 
the  great  diet  in  the  year  1531,  to  which  ]«#uther. 
came  according  to  summons^  though  his  friends 
would  fain  have  dissuaded  him,  by  remindiiig  hiia 
of  John  Huss,  (who  was  burnt  by  a  decree  of  the 
Council  of  Constance,  notwithstanding  the  pass- 
port granted  him  by  the  Emperor  Sigismupd ;)  but 
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Luftcr,  fef  from  being  tei^ed,  eame  hither,  and 
made  sodi  a  defence  of  his  doe^ine,  that  he  was 
proscribed,  and  obliged  to  abscond ;  dui^big  whldi 
time  he  wrcfte  the  book,  called  his  ff^orks  from  the 
Desart.  The  Lutherans  have  only  one  churek 
for  their  use,  and  the  Cathc^cs  have  all  the  re^t 
of  the  churches.  The  Calvinists  have  one  at 
Newhausel,  half  a  league  out  of  the  city,  where 
the  Lutherans  sometimes  scrapie  not  to  have  th&h* 
cluldren  baptized,  contrary  to  the  custom  cif 
Frankfort-  The  town  has  no  other  fortificatioti 
l!hah  a  double  wall ;  and  is  as  larg^  as  Frankfort,  but 
thinly  peopled,  and  poor.  It  was  often  taken  and 
retaken,  during  the  civil  wars  in  Germany ;  but 
suffered  most  by  the  French,  who,  in  1689,  laid  ill 
ashes,  in  a  few  hours,  what  had  been  the  work  of 
ages. 

The  Roman  Catholics,  who  are  very  numerous 
here,  have  the  cathedral ;  but  tiie  magistrates,  and 
most  of  the  inliabitants,  are  Lutherans*  There  is 
as  much  vacant  ground  in  the  town,  as,  being 
planted  with  vifiee,  yields  an  immense  quantity 
of  wine,  which  is  so  much  esteemed,  tiiat  t&e 
magistrates  make  presents  of  it^  with  fish,  to  tra* 
v^lkts  of  quality.  The  present  of  th6  fish  ii  to 
^(^  their  right  of  ft^ery  on  the  Rhme.. 

The  churches  of  St*  P&ul,  and  St.  John,  are  very 
ttcient.  The  latter  is  built  ei  vast  square  stones,, 
in  aa  hniegular  manner,  with  narrow  windows,  and 
gdkries  roond  the  outside,  just  under  the  roof  i 
the  mils  tore  twelve  feet  thicks  do  that  it  seems  to 
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have  been  designed  for  effort  rather  tiian  a  ckurc/u 
The  cathedral  is  a  long^  higfa^  and  strong  structure; 
tvitli  a  tower  at  each  of  the  four  comers.  Th^ 
ornaments  are  gotfaic ;  and  over  one  of  the  gates 
is  an  hieroglyphic^  being  a  figure  of  the  size  of  an 
a8s,  with  four  heads,  viz.  those  of  a  maq,  an  ox,  an 
eagle^  and  a  lion.  The  two  first  are  looking 
upwards^  and  the  other  two  downwards.  It  is 
supposed  to  be  a  representation  of  the  four  beasts 
in  EzekieFs  vision ;  or,  as  some  think,  of  the  hieror 
glyphics  of  the  four  Evangelists. 

There  are  two  public  halls  here,  in  one  of 
which  the  ma^strates  assemble  twice  a-week  for 
matters  of  state,  and  in  the  other  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice. 

There  is  also  a  mint,  which  is  a  noble  structure, 
with  a  spacious  portico,  where  a  vast  number  of 
bones  and  horns  hang  between  the  arches ;  the 
former  of  these,  they  say,  are  those  of  giants^ 
who  lived  among  the  ancient  Van^ones ;  and  the 
latter,  the  horns  of  the  oxen  that  drew  the  stones 
which  built  the  cathedral.  The  outside  of  the 
house  is  adorned  with  many  pictures,  particularly 
some  of  those  giants  in  armour. 

Since  this  city  was  laid  in  ashes,  by  the  Freneh> 
in  1693,  it  has  little  more  than  the  shadow  of  its  for* 
mer  beauty.  The  richest  traders^  considering  how 
much  both  they  and  their  ancestors  had  suffered 
by  lying  so  open  to  France,  retired  to  Holland  and 
Frankfort :  so  that  its  chief  supports  are  the  Bishop 
and  Chapter.     But  the  Bishop,  being  always  a 
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plurafist,  and  often  an  eccledastical  Elector^  very 
seldom  resides  here. 

Having  bade  the  worthy  ma^stratee  adieu^  we 
left  their  city,  and  proceeded  along  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine^  which  we  re-crossed  at  Manheim.  Our 
ride  was  extremely  pleasant,  and  the  whole  party 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  beautiftil  and  extended  view 
of  the  well-cultivated  plain  which  lay  before  U8» 
The  sensation  felt  on  emergmg  from  a  mountain** 
ous  region,  and  entering  into  a  fruitful  cham- 
paigne  country,  is  indescribable* 

We  reached  Manheim  about  four  o'clock.  It 
is  a  strong  fortress  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Khioe^ 
and  situated  on  a  low  plain,  similar  to  that  on  the 
left.  Manheim  is  considered  to  be  ont  of  the 
most  beautiful  cities  in  Germany;  the  streets 
being  quite  straight,  and  intersecting  each  other  at 
right  angles. 

Stopping  no  longer  at  Manheim,  than  whilst 
changing  horses,  we  proceeded,  with  considerable 
rapi£(y,  towards  Heidelberg,  about  twelve  miles 
south-east.  The  whole  of  the  Palatinate,  of  which 
Hie  last-mentioned  city  is  tiie  capital,  is  highly 
cultivated,  and  abundantly  fruitfuL  Besides  this^ 
the  scenery,  from  a  mixture  of  hill  and  dale^  is 
exceedingly  picturesque;  the  eminences  being 
clothed  with  vines,  almond,  walnut,  and  chesnut- 
trees.  This  district  also  yields  a  variety  of  other 
fruits^  and  plenty  of  every  sort  of  grain. 

We  arrived  at  Heidelberg  about  seven  o'clock/ 
where  dinner  had  been  previously  ordered^  and 
whicb  was  served  up  in  very  splendid  style.    The 
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fruits,  which  were  of  the  choicest  sort,  were  in 
the  greatest  profusion;  and  the  wines,  which  were 
of  the  most  delicious  flavour,  no  less  deserved  our 
praise :  in  short,  our  hotel  was  marked  for  civility, 
neatness,  and  plenty.  On  the  following  day  we 
proceeded  to  view  the  city  and  its  neighbourhood. 
Heidblberg  is  situated  near  the  river  Neckar, 
in  a  good  air,  encompassed  on  all  sides,  except  to 
the  west,  with  hills  covered  with  vines.  It  takes 
its  name  from  Heidel,  which  signifies  a  myrtlcy  and 
Beirgy  a  mountain;  there  being  plenty  of  those 
trees  on  the  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood.  \i 
is  an  ancient  city,  and  has  been  frequently  besieged 
ind  taken,  plundered  and  destroyed.  Though  it 
is  at  present  small,  it  is  neat  and  well  built.  The 
electoral  palace  is  an  antique  building,  but,  stand- 
ing on  a  hill,  commands  a  fine  prospect.  As  to 
the  famous  library  here,  many  valuable  books  and 
manuscripts  were  taken  from  it  in  1662,  (when 
General  Tilly  made  himself  master  of  the  town) 
and  sent  to  Rome,  Vienna,  and  Munich.  The 
professors  of  the  university  here  are  partly  Cal- 
vinists,  ai>d  partly  Roman  Catholics.  The  Calvinists 
are  possessed  of  St.  Peter*s  Church,  the  Lutherans 
6f  the  church  of  Providence ;  but  the  next  church 
is  (Hvided  into  two  apartments,  in  one  of  which 
tiiie  Protestants,  and  in  the  other  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, perform  public  worship, — a  singular  proof 
of  their  moderation.  Besides  these  there  is  a  fine 
college^  and  six  cloisters,  all. with  churches,  and 
aYi  university,  with  Calvinist  and  Roman  Catholic 
proffi^org.    IpM  bridge  on  the  Neckar  is  covered. 
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Fronl  Heidelberg  rauft  an  avenue  to  Schwetzingen^^ 
a  hunting  palace  of  the  filector^  lying  at  one  hour's 
distance  from  the  city. 

,^  Opposite  to  Heidelberg  is  a  high  mountain^  on 
which  the  Romans  had  a  Castle.  •  It  is  now  called 
the  Holy  Mountain,  from  a  cloister,  erected  in 
1023,  to  which  frequent  pilgrimages  are  made. 
The  &mous  Tvn  of  Heidelberg ^  which  stood  in  a 
cellar  under  one  of  the  towers  of  the  electoral 
palace,  and  contained  600  hogsheads  of  wine,  was 
destroyed  by  the  French  in  1688,  but  the  Elector, 
Charles-Lewis,  caused  a  new  one  to  be  made  of 
much  lai^r  dimensions. 

,  We  now  set  forward,  crossed  the  Rhine  again 
to  the  city  of  Spire,  which  we  reached  about 
three  in  the  afternoon.  This  city  is  situated  on  the 
same  delightful .  plain  as  Worms.  Spire  was 
ea^ected  before  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  and  the 
see  was  founded  in  the  fourth  century.  The 
iQagistrates  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  are 
Lutherans ;  but  the  Roman  Catholics  have  many 
churches  and  convents  in  Spire.  The  French,  who 
burnt  this  city  in  the  year  1689,  murdered  incfis- 
criminately  men,  women,  and  children ;  destroyed 
several  marble  monuments  of  Emperors  and  Em« 
presses ;  even  ransacked  the  graves,  and  scattered 
about  the  bones  of  the  dead.  Previous  to  this 
devastation.  Spire  was  the  seat  of  the  imperial 
chamber.  The  city  was  rebuilt  with  additional 
beauty^  but  the  chamber  was  removed.  .  At  tiie 
diet  held  herein  1529,  the  word  Protestant  took 
its  risci  from  a  number  of  the  followers  of  Luther 
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protesting  against  several  of  theBomish'doctrines. 
It  is  singular  that  the  Bishop  is  not  penmtted  to 
reside  in  Spire ;  and  even  when  he  is  chosen^  he 
must  redress  all  complaints^  before  lie  is  suffered 
to  enter  the  city. 

Leaving  Spire  about  five^  we  re-crossed  the 
Rhine  a  second  time,  and  proceeded  to  Philips- 
burg,  a  town  eight  miles  southwards ;  where  we 
were  to  rest  for  the  night*  We  entered  it  about 
half  past  six. 

Philipsburg/  before  1443,  was  but  a  small  town; 
byt^  having  been  encompassed  by  a  wall,  it  was 
erected  into  a  city.  Being  conveniently  situated 
for  the  command  of  the  adjacent  country,  Philips- 
burg  was  fortified  by  Philip,  Bishop  of  Spire,  in 
1629,  and  called  by  his  name. 

The  Elector  Palatine,  Frederick  the  Fifth,  suspi- 
cious of  the  Bishop's  designs  in  fortifying  this  place 
during  peace,  ordered  him  to  desist :  but  he  re- 
fused, alleging  that  he  had  the  Emperor's  proclamsp 
tion  for  his  warrant.  Accordingly  theElector  raised 
troops  and  demolished  the  fortifications.  For  this, 
the  ESmperor  sununoned  him  and  his  confederates 
before  the  chambers  of  Spire,  designing  to  proceed 
against  them  with  the  utmost  severity*  These 
transactions,  with  other  causes,  produced  the  ci^ 
wars  which  distracted  all  Germany.  Philipsburg 
has  stood  several  stout  sieges ;  but  the  fortifications 
still  remain,  having  been  repaired  from  time  to  time. 
Several  good  views  are  seen  from  tiie  walls*  • 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Princess  and  Suite  enter  the  Circle  qfStmbia. 
Arrival  at  Stuttgard. — Reception  by  the  Royal 
Family. — Description  of  the  Palace^  Museum^ 
and  Arsenal. — Visit  the  Palace  ofLudwigsburg. 
Return  to  Stuttgard. — Description  of  that  City. 
Baden  famous  for  Baths. — Depart  for  Tubingen 
in  Company  with  the  King  of  Wiirtemburg. 
DescriptionqfTvimgen. — Arrival  atUtm. — Z>e- 
scription  of  the  City  and  of  the  grand  Cathedral. 
Departure/or  Schctffhausen.^-Uescription  of  the 
City,  and  the  celeorated  Cataract,  termed  the 
Fall  of  the  Rhine^  at  Lauffen. 

XHE  Princess  having  le£k  Philipsborg^  which  is 
tiie  most  southern  town  in  the  circle  of  the  V^ppet 
Rhine,  entered  Suabia.  In  her  progress  through 
the  kingdom  of  Wurtembm^g^  towards  Stuttgard^^ 
the  capital^  she  was  much  gratified  by  viewing  the 
fertility  of  the  country^  and  the  very  many  proofs  of 
industry  in  the  inhabitants.  She  was  received  with 
much  affection  on  her  entrance  into  Stuttgard^ 
by  the  present  King^  who  conducted  her  to  the 
palace^  where  she  was  greeted  by  her  sister-^in* 
lawj  the  present  Queen  Dowager^  and  formerly  the 
Princess  Royal  of  England*  In  Stuttgard  the 
Princess  remained  two  days^  which  were  passed  in 
viewing  every  thing  curious  and  remarkable  in 
and  near  that  city. 
The  Ejog^s  pal»«e  is  anobk  MniQ^  conatractei 
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of  free-Stone.  It  is  well  fortified^  being  flanked 
at  each  angle  by  a  tower.  It  is  also  adorned  with 
elegant  groves  and  gardens^  an  orangery  almost 
unequalled,  grottos^  curious  labyrinths^  and  water- 
works. All  this  beauty^  however,  is  disagreeably 
contrasted  with  the  unsightly  appearance  of 
ditches^  which  wash  the  palace  •  walls.  These^ 
which  are  relics  of  feudalism^  give  the  palace  an 
appearance  of  a  prison.  In  the  interior  of  this 
palace  there  is  a  vast  deal  of  ornament.  The 
rooms  are  magnificent^  particularly  those  appro- 
priated to  the  gentlemen  of  the  court.  In  these 
rooms  tables  have  been  spread  for  three  hundred 
foreigners;  and  it  was  here;  that  the  French 
Emperor  Napoleon  was  so  sumptuously  enter- 
tained by  the  Princess  Royal  of  England^  at  a 
time  when  he  was  carrying  on  so  hot  a  contest 
with  her  father^  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  royal  party  having  crossed  the  moat,  which 
surrounds  the  palace,  by  a  handsome  antique  bridge, 
viewed  the  king's  aviary,  which  contains  a  most  ex- 
tensive collection  of  birds  of  all  nations.  The  moat 
in  question  is  not  a  mere  ditch ;  it  contains  not  only 
plenty  of  every  sort  of  fresh-water  fish,  but  there 
are  also  an  innumerable  quantity  of  swans  and 
other  water-fowl  continually  skimming  along  its 
sur&ce.  On  the  banks  are  to  be  seen  various 
herds  of  fine  deer,  grazing,  and  adding  to  the 
beauty  of  the  landscape.  Having  passed  the  thea* 
tre,  which  they  were  to  visit  in  the  eyeiung,  the 
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royal  party  proceeded  to  view  the  chancery  office. 
This  structure^  which  contains^  likewise^  a  fine 
museum  and  extensive  arsenal^  is  situated  opposite 
to  the  palace^  and  displays  a  most  ^magnificent 
appearance.  In  die  museum  is  an  excellent 
collection  of  antique  busts^  and  basso-relievos; 
The  piece  which  most  deserves  attention  is  the 
statue  of  Jupiter  Dolichenus^  brought  from  Mar- 
seilles. It  is  a  representation  of  that  deity  in 
armour^  standing  on  the  crupper  of  an  ox,  just  in  . 
the  same  attitude  as  he  is  copied  from  the  or^al 
in  the  antiquities  of  MoiitfiEiugon.  Here  are  abun- 
dance of  urns,  lamps,  little  lares  or  household 
gods,  and  ancient  coins  both  of  silver  and  gold, 
with  shells,  petrifactions,  fossils,  Exotic  plants^ 
monstrous  productions,  the  exuvise  of  animals,  &c. 
besides  the  dresses  and  weapons  used  in  the  most 
remote  countries.  The  hall  is  a  most  spacious 
room^  finely  adorned  in  fresco,  with  representa- 
tions of  various  huntings  ;  in  each  of  which  pieces 
the  duke  of  Wurtanburg  may  be  distinguished^ 
with  the  princes  and  princesses  of  his  family,  in 
whose  time  they  were  performed.  There  is  an 
arsenal,  in  which  appears  a  scries  of  the  dukes  of 
Wurtemburg  on  barbed  horses,  richly  armed,  and 
accoutred  after  the  feushion  of  the  age  they  lived 
in^  as  large  as  the  Ufe,  and  the  name  and  eulogium 
of  every  one  set  forth  on  the  opposite  wall ;  which 
is  graced  also  with  standards  and  other  trophies 
gained  by  the  dukes  in  their  several  actions,  parti* 
cul»rly  the  skin  of  a  fitvourite  horse  killed  ^under 
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the  duke  who  eommanded  under  piince  Eugene 
and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  at  the  battle  of 
Hoehstet.  On  the  eeiling  of  this  arsenal  are  some 
noble  representations  of  battles^  wherein  some  of 
the  ancient  dukes  of  Wurtemburg  lost  their  lives 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  under  the  emperors 
of  the  Saxon  and  Suabian  race. 

In  the  evening  the  Princess  was  highly  enter- 
tained by  the  exhibition  of  Schiller's  Tragedy  of 
Don  Carlos,  performed  by  the  king's  company  of 
players.  After  this,  was  performed  a  grand  con- 
cert, in  the  first  style :  the  music  was  selected 
from  Mozart,  Rassini,  and  other  eminent  com- 
posers. On  the  return  of  the  royal  party  to 
the  palace  they  were  presented  with  a  most 
elegant  supper,  consisting  of  all  the  delicacies 
which  this  country  so  abundantly  affords;  and 
about  12  o'clock  the  company  removed  to  the 
beforementioned  hall,  which  was  now  magifi- 
cently  fitted  up  for  dancing.  The  Eng  and  Queen 
vied  with  each  other  in  their  attentions  to  flie 
Princess,  who  was  highly  gratified  by  every  honour 
done  her  by  her  royal  relatives.  At  nearly  two 
in  the  morning  Her  Royal  Highness  was  bonducted 
by  the  King  and  Queen  to  her  apartments,  where, 
having  taken  an  affectionate  leave  for  the  night, 
she  retired  to  rest. 

Next  day  the  royal  party  visited  the  king's 
palace  at  Ludwigsburg,  about  six  miles  from 
Stuttgard.  Here  similar  sumptuous  preparations 
were  made  in  honour  of  the  arrival  of  Her  Royal 
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Highness.  This  palace  was  formerly  but  a  hrtf^ 
house  for  breeding  eatde,  but  is  now  acknow- 
ledged to  be  one  of  the  finest  edifices  in  all 
Germany.  The  looking-glass  and  lacquered 
closet  are  very  curious ;  and  so  is  the  great  stair- 
case for  the  ambassadors^  with  its  magnificent 
cieling,  and  the  gallery  of  pictures ;  among  these 
are  some  admirable  night  pieces^  and  a  great 
many  pictures  of  horses  and  dogs^  and  likewise 
the  picture  of  a  black  wolf^  which  was  kept  for  a 
long  time  at  court.  The  chapel  belonging  to  the 
palace  is  very  elegant,  but  rather  too  small.  Here 
is  another  curious  aviary  of  foreign  fowl. 

Havhig  dined  at  Ludwigsburg^  the  royal  party 
returned  to  Stuttgard,  and  passed  some  time  in 
viewing  the  city.  Stuttgard  stands  in  a  fruitful 
plain,  surrounded  by  very  high  hills:  the  town  is 
divided  into  two  parts  by  the  Neckar,  over  which 
is  a  handsome  bridge.  Although  this  town  is 
rather  dirty,  still  it  is  very  gay,  being  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Court,  and  being  much  fre- 
quented on  account  of  its  hot  baths.  It  has  its 
name  from  havuig  been  anciently  occupied  by  a 
lai^e  stud  for  breeding  horses.  There  is  another 
town,  famous  for  its  baths,  about  twenty  miles 
west  from  Stuttgard,  named  Baden.  The 
number  of  baths  here  are  three  hundred;  they 
are  scalding  hot,  and  as  they  issue  from  rocks  of 
salt^  alum,  and  brimstone,  they  taste  strongly  of  - 
those  minerals.  One  of  them  boils  and  bubbles,  as 
if  it  stood  over  a  bxummg  furnace.    Among  other 
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distempers^  these  baths  are  fistmous  for  curing  the 
cramp  and  gout.  These  virtues  bring  a  great 
resort  of  company  to  Baden. 

Having  resolved  to  proceed  on  her  route,  Her 
Royal  Highness  accepted  the  oflFer  which  the 
present  King  made  her,  of  accompanying  her  to 
Tubingen;  accordingly  the  carriages  were  or- 
dered, and  the  Princess,  having  bade  her  royal 
sister  adieu,  set  off  on  her  journey.  In  Tubingen, 
the  Princess,  who  was  always  attached  to  classical 
recollections,  viewed  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Roman 
emperor  Caracalla,  who  in  this  city  built  some 
noble  edifices  for  the  exhibition  of  public  games 
to  entertain  the  ancient  Germans.  In  this  city 
is  held  the  high  court  of  justice  for  the  kingdom. 
;  There  is  also  an  university  extremely  well  at- 
tended. Besides  the  universit}',  which  is  in  great 
repute,  there  is  a  collegium  illustre  for  the  educa- 
tion of  princes  and  young  noblemen.  In  the 
town-house  is  a  very  cmious  clock,  which  deserves 
the  attention  of  travellers.  In  the  vicinity  is  a 
medicinal  bath. 

Tlie  Princess,  having  here  bid  her  royal  relative 
adieu,  proceeded  eastward  to  the  city  of  Ulm, 
which  she  reached  about  six  in  the  evening.  Ulm, 
which  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the  Danube,  is 
an  imperial  city,  though  in  Charlemagne's  time  it 
was  but  a  little  village.  It  is  now  a  populous  city, 
with  regular  fortifications,  and  wide  deep  ditches, 
filled  by  the  waters  of  the  Danube  and  the  Blaw; 
but  it  is  so  situated  that  it  would  not  be  able  to 
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sustain  a  long  siege.  It  has  a  bridge  over  the 
Danube,  the  entrance  of  which  is  defended  by 
fortifications;  and  there  is  a  little  suburb  of 
pleasure-houses^  and  large  gardens.  There  are 
in  the  city  two  squares,  in  the  largest  of  which  is 
the  town-house,  a  stately  building  where  the  senate 
meets.  At  one  end  of  the  town  there  is  an 
arsenal.  The  river  Blaw  turns  mills  for  several 
occupations ;  there  being  a  great  number  of  hands 
employed  in  the  manufactories  of  stuffs,  linen, 
cotton,  and  fustians ;  in  dressing  leather ;  and  in 
the  iron  and  other  manufactories,  as  well  as  clock- 
work; by  which  this  is  become  one  of  the  richest 
cities  in  Germany.  Large  quantities  of  wine  are 
brought  here  from  the  Rhine,  the  Neckar,  and 
from  Constance,  to  be  transported  down  the 
Danube. 

That  which  engages  the  attention  of  ti*aveUers 
in  this  city,  is  the  cathedral,  not  to  be  equalled  by 
any  in  Germany,  that  of  Strasburg  excepted.  The 
steeple  is  four  hundred  and  one  steps  high: 
nothing  can  be  finer  than  the  prospects  from  the 
top  of  it,  the  whole  country  round  it  being  entirely 
level.  In  case  of  fire,  especially  firom  lightning, 
sixty  three  large  copper  kettles,  always  filled  with 
water,  are  hung  up  in  different  parts  of  the  tower, 
and  on  the  roof  of  the  church,  with  a  machine  for 
dra\idng  up  provisions  for  the  watchmen  in  the 
tower. 

*  In  Uhn  Her  Royal  Highness  rested  for  the 
mght,  and  next  morning  proceeded  to  Schaffhau-- 
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sen,  on  the  borders  of  Switzerland.  The  face  of 
the  country  between  Ulm  and  this  place,  is  very 
fertile  and  pleasant. 

ScHAFFHAUSEN,  which  is  the  capital  of  the 
Canton  of  the  same  name,  is  a  tolerably  well  built 
town;  its  population  is  supposed  to  be  about 
thirty  thousand.  About  a  league  from  this  city  is 
situated  the  celebrated  fall  of  the  Rhine,  generally 
termed  the  Cataract  of  Schaffhausen,  though, 
properly  speaking,  its  name  is  Lauffen.  The 
country  round  about  is  most  picturesque  and 
agreeable.  The  Princess  and  party  having  dined 
at  SchaflThausen,  proceeded  to  view  this  cele- 
brated cataract. 

Having  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
they  looked  down,-  and  saw  the  river  tumbling 
over  the  sides  of  the  rock  with  amazing  impe- 
tuosity. They  then  descended,  and  stood  close 
to  the  &11.  A  scaffolding  is  erected  in  the  very 
spray  of  this  tremendous  cataract,  and  upon  the 
most  sublime  point  of  view.  The  scene  exceeds 
dtoiycTiption.  About  one  hundred  feet  from  the 
scaffolding  two  crags  rise  in  the  middle  of  the  fall, 
the  nearest  of  which  is  perforated  by  the  constant 
action  of  the  water,  and  allows  a  vent  for  a  part  of 
the  tumultuous  waves. 

Crossing  the  river  at  a  place  where  it  was  ex- 
tremely agitated,  they  enjoyed  another  perspective 
of  this  grand  scene.  The  most  striking  objects 
are  the  castle  of  Lauffen,  erected  on  the  very  edge 
of  the  precipice,  a  church  and  s6me  cottages,  and 
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B  cluster  of  the  latter  near  the  fall.  In  the  back 
ground  are  rocks  skirted  with  vines,  or  tufted  with 
pendent  woods,  a  beautiful  little  hamlet,  the  great 
mass  of  water,  and  the  two  crags  already  men- 
tioned,  having  their  tops  sprinkled  with  shrubs, 
and  dividing  the  cataract  into  three  principal  parts. 
Below  the  fall,  the  river  widens  considerably:  at 
the  spot  of  precipitation  it  appears  to  be  three 
hundred  feet  broad.  As  to  its  perpendicular 
height,  travellers  vary  much ;  but  we  think  that 
between  fifty  and  sixty  feet  may  be  near  the  truth. 
It  is  certain  this  astonishing  cataract  has  under- 
gone several  important  changes;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that,  in  the  lapse  of  years,  the  two  crags, 
which  now  rise  in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  will 
be  undermined  and  carried  away. 

At  Schafifhausen  there  was  once  a  very  extra- 
ordinary bridge  over  the  Rhine,  justly  admired 
for  the  singularity  of  its  architecture.  The  river 
is  extremely  rapid,  and  had  already  destroyed 
several  stone  bridges  of  the  strongest  construc- 
tion, when  a  carpenter  of  Appenzel  offered  to 
throw  a  wooden  bridge  of  a  single  arch  across 
the  river,  which  is  nearly  four  hundred  feet  wide. 
The  ma^strates,  however,  required  that  it  should 
consist  of  two  arches,  and  that  he  should,  for  that 
purpose,  employ  the  middle  pier  of  the  old 
bridge.  Accordingly  the  architect  was  obliged  to 
obey;  but  he  contrived  to  leave  it  a  matter  of 
doubt,  whether  the  bridge  was  supported  by  the* 
Quddle  pier,  and  whether  it  would  not  have  been 
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equally  as  safe^  if  formed  solely  of  one  areh.  The 
sides  and  top  were  covered,  and  the  road,  which 
was  almost  level,  was  not  carried,  as  usual,  over 
the  top  of  the  arch,  but^  if  the  expression  may  be 
'  allowed,  let  into  the  middle  of  it,  and  therefore 
suspended.  A  man  of  the  slightest  weight  felt  it 
tremble  under  him;  though  waggons  heavily 
laden  might  pass  over  without  danger.  Consider- 
ing the  boldness  of  the  plan  and  construction,  it 
must  appear  extraordinary,  that  the  architect  was 
only  a  carpenter,  without  the  least  tincture  of 
literature,  totally  ignorant  of  mathematics^  and 
not  versed  in  the  theory  of  mechanics.  His  name 
was  Ulric  Grubenman.  The  bridge  was  finished 
in  less  than  three  years,  and  cost  about  eight 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  It  was  burnt  by  the 
French  when  they  evacuated  Schaffhausen^  after 
being  defeated  by  the  Austrians,  April  13,  1799. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Departure  from  Schctffhansen^  and  arrival  at 
Zurich. — General  Description  of  Switzerland, 
Mountains,  and  Glaciers. — Ibex,  Chamois,  and 
Marmont. — Description  of  Zurich. — Arsenal. — 
fFilliam  TeWs  Bow  and  Arrow. — Institutions 
for  Education. — Curious  Manuscripts  in  the 
Public  Librarj/. -^Singular  Law  respecting 
abandoned  Females. — Departure  for  Zug. — />e- 
scription. — Protected  by  Saint  Oswald,  King  of 
Northumberland. — Enter  the  Canton  of  Uri. — 
Description  of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne. — Mount 
Pilatus. — Curious  Statue  in  a  Cavern  at  its 
Summit. — Arrival  at  Altorf. — Stone  Pillars,  to 
mark  the  Spot  where  ff^lliam  Tell  shot  the 
Apple  from  his  Sons  Head. — Arrival  in  the 
VaUey  of  Urseren. — Description  of  Mount  Saint 
Gothard. 

The  Princess  and  party  having  departed  from 
Schafifhausen,  entered  Zurich.  Before  entering 
on  a  description  of  the  various  towns  and  otbel* 
places  passed  through^  in  our  route  through 
Switzerland^  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a  cursory 
view  of  the  general  features  of  the  whole  of  this 
interesting  country.  Switzerland  being  a  moun- 
tainous region,  lying  upon  the  Alps,  (which  form 
an  amphitheatre  for  more  than  one  hundred 
miles,)  the  frosts  are  very  severe  in  winter ;  and 
many  of  the  hills  and  mountains  are  covered  with 
snow,  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other. 
Where,  only  one  generation  back,  the  most  fertile 
alpine  pastures  were  seen,  there  is  now  eternal 
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ice ;  and  the  line  of  snow  seems,  in  the  course  of 
time,  to  descend  lower  and  lower  from  the 
summit  of  the  mountains,  towards  the  plains  and 
valleys. 

In  summer  the  inequality  of  the  soil  renders 
the  same  province  very  unequal  in  its  seasons. 
On  one  side  of  those  mountains  the  inhabitants 
are  often  reaping,  while  they  are  sowing  on 
another.  The  valleys  are  warm  and  fruitful^  and 
well  cultivated ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  delight- 
ful than  the  summer  months  in  this  country.  It 
is  subject  to  rains  and  tempests,  for  which  reason 
public  granaries  are  every  where  erected,  to  supply 
the  failure  of  their  crops.  The  water  of  Switzer- 
land is  generally  excellent,  and  often  descends 
from  the  mountains  in  large  or  small  cataracts, 
which  have  a  delightfril  effect. 

There  is,  probably,  no  country  in  the  world 
where  the  advantageous  effects  of  unwearied  and 
persevering  industry  are  more  remarakbly  conspi- 
cuous than  in  Switzerland.  In  passing  over  the 
mountainous  parts,  the  traveller  is  struck  with  ad- 
miration, to  observe  rocks,  that  were  formerly  bar- 
ren, TiQW  planted  with  vines,  or  abounding  with 
rich  pasture ;  and  to  mark  the  traces  of  the  plough 
along  the  sides  of  precipices  so  steep,  that  a 
hors6  could  not  eyen  mount  them  without  great 
difficulty.  In  short,  the  inhabitants  seem  to  have 
surmounted  every  obstroetion  which  soil,  situation, 
and  climate,  have  thrown  in  their  way,  and  to  have 
spread  fertility  over  various  jspots  of  the  country^ 
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which  nature  seemed  to  have  consigned  to  ever- 
lasting barrenness.  The  feet  of  the  mountains^ 
and  somdmes  also  the  very  summits^  are  covered 
withvineyards^  cornfields^ meado\^s^  and  pasture- 
ground.  Other  parts  of  this  country  are  more 
dreary,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  barren  and 
inaccessible  rocks^  some  of  which  are  continually 
covered  with  snow  or  ice.  The  valleys  between 
these  icy  and  snowy  mountains  appear  like  so  many 
smooth  fix>zen  lakes,  and  from  them  vast  frag- 
ments of  ice  frequently  fall  down  into  the  more 
fruitless  spots  beneath.  In  some  parts  there  is  a 
regular  gradation  from  extreme  wildness  to  high 
cultivation;  in  others  the ' trandtions  are  very 
abrupt,  and  very  striking.  Sometimes  a  continued 
chain  of  cultivated  mountains,  richly  clothed  with 
wood,  and  studded  over  with  hamlets,  cottages 
above,  the  clouds,  pastures  which  appear  suspended 
in  the  ear,  exhibit  the  most  delightful  landscape 
that  can  be  conceived ;  and  in  other  places  appear 
nigged  rocks,  cataracts^  and  mountains  of  a  pro- 
digious height,  covered  with  ice  and  snow. 

No  subject  in  natural  history  is  more  curious, 
tlian  the  origin  of  the  Glaciers,  which  are  immense 
fields  of  ice^  and  usually  rest  on  an  inclined  plane; 
being  pushed  forwards  by  the  pressure  of  theur 
own. weight,  and  but  weakly  supported  by  the 
ragged  rocks  beneath.  They  are  intersected  by 
large  transverse  crevices,  and  present  the  ap- 
pearance of  walls,  pyramids,  and  other  fahtastie 
shapes^  observed  at  all  heights^  and  in  all  situa* 

M 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


^2  SWrrZfiHLATIDJ     . 

tions,  wherever  the  declivity  is  beyond  thkty  ot 
forty  degrees. 

In  this  mountainous  country,  where  the  worki 
of  tiature  are  exhibited  on  a  grand  scale^  Mottt 
Blanc  and  Mont  Rosa  are  particularly  dintiti* 
guished  for  their  amazing  elevation.  Theit 
summits  and  sides  are  perpetually  clothed  with  ft 
mautle  of  snow,  in  which  a  single  speck  of  rock 
U  hot  to  be  seen.  This  uninterrupted  wfaitenesfe 
gives  thes3  mountains  a  most  singular  and  glaring 
appearance.  Mont  Blanc  is  estimated  to  be 
15,600  feet  high,  and  Mont  Rosa  15,800,  so 
that  they  stand  in  proud  preeminence  far  above 
all  the  other  mountains  of  Europe. 

Among  the  animals  peculiar  to  the  AlpA,  may 
be  mentioned  the  ibex,  or  goat  of  the  rocks. 
This  animal  resembles  the  common  goat,  but  the 
horns  are  uncommonly  long  and  thick,  and  of 
such  strength  as  to  save  him,  in  headlong  descents 
fk'om  precipices.  The  hair  is  long  and  aab- 
doloured,  with  a  black  streak  along  the  badk. 
The  female  is  one  third  less  than  the  male,  aiid 
her  horns  are  small,  while  those  of  the  male  are 
about  two  feet  six  inches  in  length.  The  ibex 
will  mount  a  perpendicular  rock  of  fifteen  feist 
lit  three  springs,  bounding  like  an  elastic  body 
l^tmck  against  a  hard  substance.  In  the  day  he 
seeks  th€  highest  summits^  but  in  the  night  tbe 
nearest  woods,  browsing  in  sunmier  on  aromatic 
and  dwarf  plants,  and  in  the  winter  on  lichem. 
His  common  mry  is  a  sharp  short  whistle.  Use 
chace  is  rashly  dangeroas^  and  exposed  to  many 
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«0flidfn^t  Apotber  awgulur  imlmal  is  tiie  chf^moiij 
a  species  of  the  antelope,  and  is  comptioply  seen 
in  Iier(]9  of  tw^ty  or  thirty,  with  a  sentinel,  who 
a)a^s  ti^em  by  a  slirill  cry.  The  colour  is  a  yel- 
lowish brown,  but  they  sometimes  occur  speckled. 
Their  fop4  is  the  lichen,  with  shoots  of  pine  or  fir. 
Th^  blood  of  these  animals  is  of  so  hot  a  nature, 
t)uit  some  of  the  mountaineers,  who  ^re  much 
9ciV^^ct  to  pleurisies,  take  a  few  drops  of  it,  mixed 
wi^  water,  as  a  remedy  for  that  disorder.  The 
Hiarmot  is  cpmmon  on  the  Swiss  mountains,  {n 
summer  they  feed  upon  alpine  plants,  and  live  in 
societies,  digging  dwellings  in  the  ground  for 
summer,  and  others  for  winter.  Aboiit  the  be- 
gjiming  of  October,  having  provided  hay,  they 
re^at  to  the  latter,  where  they  remain  torpid  till 
the  spring.  The  skin  of  this  little  animal  is  ysed 
in  the  manufistctiure  of  fiirs.  The  marmot  may  be 
tamed,  and  shews  considerable  docility;  its  size 
is  between  that  of  the  hare  and  the  rabbit. 

As  Zurich  and  the  other  northern  cantons  of 
Switzerland  are  not  so  mountainous  as  those  which 
lie  towards  Italy,  our  journey  was  extremely  plea- 
B^ty  whilst  our  route  was  by  no  means  impeded. 
Qp  our  arrival  at  the  capital  town,  several  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  came  out  in  their  carriages 
to  meet  the  priqcess. 

On  the  following  morning  we  were  attended  by 
tbp  ^ame  distinguished  personages  in  our  progress 
to  view  this  ancient  town,  which  is  said  to  present 
the  s^me  9>{q[)earaiice  as  it  did  in  the  thirteenth 
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century :  the  suburbs,  however,  are  strengthened 
by  modern  fortification. 

The  inhabitants  carry  on  various  manufiu^tures, 
the  principal  of  which  are  those  of  linens,  cot- 
tons, muslins,  and  silk  handkerchiefs.  The  streets 
are  generally  narrow  ;  and  the  houses  and  public 
buildings  accord  rather  with  the  simple  and  plain 
manners  of  the  people,  than  with  our  ideas  of  a 
capital.  The  environs  are  extremely  populous, 
and  are  the  principal  residence  of  manufacturers 
and  their  labourers.  This  is  greatly  conducive  to 
the  health  and  pleasure  of  those  whose  employ- 
ments are  sedentary;  more  particularly  as  the 
close  neighbourhood  of  the  lake  of  Zurich  affords 
them  every  opportunity  for  angling,  sailing,  and 
other  agreeable  employments.^  The  public  walk 
is  pleasantly  situated  on  a  lawn,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Limmat  and  the  Sil,  and  is  shaded  by  a  double 
row  of  lime-trees. 

Having  surveyed  the  city  and  suburbs,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  view  the  arsenal,  which  is  well  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition.  Here  are  to  be  seen 
the  two  hundred  swords  and  massy  armour  of  the 
old  Swiss  warriors ;  and  the  bow  and  arrow  with 
which  William  Tell  is  said  to  have  cleft  the  apple 
placed  on  the  head  of  his  son. 

In  Zurich  there  are  several  excellent  public 
establishments,  such  as  an  orphan-house;  and  a 
chirurgical  seminary,  both  extremely  well  con- 
ducted. The  public  education  is  under  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  government.    The' office  of  a 
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prcdfessor  gives  rank  and  estimatiDD^  and  is  often 
held  by  a  member  of  the  senate^  or  of  the  great 
eouneil.  The  learned  languages^  divinity^  natural 
history^  mathematics^  and,  in  shorty  every  species 
of  polite  learning,  as  well  as  the  abstruse  sciences, 
are  here  taught  at  a  small  (expense^  and  witli 
abundant  care. 

In  consequence  of  this  laudable  attention  to 
form  the  minds  of  youth,  and  to  fan  the  flame  of 
^nius^  no  town  in  Switzerland  has  produced  more 
eminent  men  than  Zurich.  Among  others  may 
be  enumerated  Zuinglius,  Lavater,  and  Solomon 
Gesner :  the  first  of  these  was  the  great  religious 
reformer  of  Switzerland;  the  second,  the  cele- 
brated physiognomist ;  and  the  third,  the  charming 
author  of  the  beautiful  poem  of  the  Death  of  Abel; 

In  Zurich,  as  in  the  city  of  Berne,  dissolute 
women^  when  become  notorious,  are  apprehended^ 
and  sentenced  to  cleanse  the  public  streets.  Four, 
and  sometimes  six,  are  harnessed  or  linked  to  the 
scavengers'  cart^  which,  on  pain  of  the  lash,  they 
are  sentenced  to  drag,  step  by  step,  through  the 
i^eets ;  while  others  sweep,  gather  up  the  soil, 
and  shoot  it  into  the  cart.  An  officer,  something 
like  one  of  our  parish  beadles,  superintends  the 
execution  of  this  punishment ;  and  if  any  rela- 
tions or  friends  of  the  delinquents  presume  to 
afford  them  assistance,  or  even  murmur  at  their 
sentence,  they  are  immediately  put  in  their  places, 
to  undergo  the  same  disgrace  and  drudgery. 

The  Pultjlic  Ubrary  of  Zurich  contains  upwards 
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of  35,000  volumes^  and  some  ciiriowiiiianu0crlpt9« 
Among  the  latter  is  the  original  copy  of  QuUitiliaa 
found  in  the  library  of  St.  Gallen,  from  which  the  ^| 
edition  of  that  great  rhetorician  was  pi^blis^ed  ; — > 
the  Psalms  in  the  Greek  tongue,  written  on  yiqle^ 
coloured  parchment,  supposed  to  have  come  from 
the  Vatican  at  Rome ; — several  manuscripts  of 
Zuinglius,  which  evince  the  indefatigable  in^ifstry 
of  that  celebrated  reformer; — and  three  Latin 
letters  from  Lady  Jane  Grey  to  BuUinger,  in 
1551,  2,  3.  These  letters,  written  with  hg;  pwn 
hand,  breathe  a  spirit  of  imafifected  piety,  ^uc) 
prove  the  uncommon  progress  which  this  unfor* 
tuiiate,  but  accomplished  woman,  had  made  in 
various  branches  of  literature,  though  only  sixteen 
yjears  old. 

Zurich  was  the  first  place  in  Switzerland  that 
separated  from  the  church  of  Rome,  being  con- 
verted by  the  meek  and  moderate  Zuinglius^ 
a  man  who  did  credit  to  Christianity,  by  his  love 
of  peace,  and  hatred  to  strife.  Far  from  sup* 
porting  his  peculiar  dogmas  with  an«intoleruxt 
zeal,  he  was  persuaded,  that,  provided  Christiana 
could  agree  in  the  most  essential  articles,  th^y 
ought  meekly  to  bear  with  any  difference  on 
points  controvertible,  and  which  do  not  necesT 
sarily  influence  the  morals. 

Having  acknowledged  the  honours,  civilities, 
conferred  on  us  by  the  inhabitants,  the  Princess, 
after  an  early  dinner,  gave  orders  for  our 
departure.     Accordingly,  leaving  Zurich  about 
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tiiree  o'clock^  we  travelled  southwards^  and  about 
six  anived  at  Zug,  the  capital  of  the  canton 
of  the  same  name.  This  town  is  situated  on  the 
edge  of  the  beautiful  lake  of  Zug,  in  a  fertile 
valley.  The  whole  c^mton  is  populous  and 
frtiiiiiil; — ^the  lakes  abound  with  fish,  and  the 
wqod  wit^i  game. 

Oswald,  one  of  our  old  British  kings,  is  the 
titular  saint  of  Zug.  In  the  church  is  his  statue, 
with  this  inscription : — 

SanetoB  OswaUus  Rex  Anglise  Patronns  hujus  Eccleiise. 
This  '^Oswald  was  a  king  of  Northumberland,  in 
the  seventh  century.    He  was  much  renowned 
for  t;hastity,  and  some  suppoted  miracles  which 
be  is  said  to  have  performed. 

Early  next  morning  we  left  Zug,  and,  crossing 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  Canton  of  Schweitz^ 
We  entered  that  of  Uri,  having  passed  by  the 
cekbrated  lake  of  Lucerne.  This  lake,  from  the 
sublimity  as  well  as  variety  of  its  scenery,  is 
perhaps  the  finest  body  pf  water  in  Switzerland. 
It  is  bbmided,  toward  the  town  of  Lucerjie,  by 
cultivated  hills,  gt'adually  sloping  to  the  water, 
ecmtrasted  on  the  opposite  bank  by  an  enormous 
mass  of  sterile  eraggy  rocks.  Mount  Pilate  rises 
boldly  from  the  lake,  and  its  elevation  is  not  less 
than  six  thousand  feet.  Another  branch  of  the 
lake,  called  that  of  Schweitz,  is  environed  by  more 
lofty  and  more  varied  mountains ;  some  covered 
to  tiieir  very  tops  with  the  most  vivid  verdure  j 
oAiers  perpencBcular  and  craggy:  in  one  place 
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forming  vast  amphitheatres  of  wood ;  in  another^ 
jutting  into  the  water  in  bold  promontories. 

In  the  elose  neighbourhood  of  this,  lake  is 
Mount  Pilate^  formerly  called  Mons  Pileatus,  fronti 
its  top  being  generally  covered  with  a  cloud,  or 
cap.  This  word  has  been  corrupted  into  Pilate,, 
and  a  thousand  ridiculous  stories  have  been 
invented  to  account  for  the  same.  Among  others^ 
it  is  said,  that  Pontius  Pilate,  being  seized  with. 
remorse,  made  an  excursion  into  Switzerland^ 
and  drowned  himself  in  a  lake  at  the  top  of  that 
niountain.  At  the  elevation  of  five  thousand  feet^ 
and  in  the  most  perpendicular  part  of  Mount 
Pilate,  is  observed,  in  the  middle  of  a  cavern, 
hollowed  in  a  black  rock,  a  colossal  statue  of 
white  stone.  It  is  the  figure  of  a  man,  in  drapery, 
standing,  leaning  his  elbow  on  a  pedestal, .  with 
one  leg  crossed  over  the  other,  and  so  regularly 
formed,  that  it  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  a  lusus 
naturoe.  To  this  statue  the  peasants  give  the 
iiame  of  Dominic,  and  frequently  accost  it.  By 
whom,  or  in  what  manner  it  could  be  placed  in 
such  a  situation,  which  has  hitherto  proved  in- 
accessible to  all,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  one  Huber, 
a  native  of  a  neighbouring  village,  attempted  to 
descend  into  the  cavern  by  means  of  ropes  let 
down  from  the  summit  of  the  rock.  He  suc- 
ceeded so  far  as  to  gain  a  near  \dew  of  this 
'Singular  phenomenon,  and  was  again  drawn  up 
in  safely.    On  a  second  trial  he  was  suspended 
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in  the  air,  and  was  endeavouring  to  draw  hinuelf 
into  the  cavern  l>y  fixing  a  grapple  to  the  statue* 
At  this  instant  the  cord  broke,  and  he  was  dashed 
to  pieces. 

Having  breakfasted  at  Lucerne,  we  proceeded 
towards  Altorf,  where  we  arrived,  and  dined  about 
duree  in  the  afternoon.  Altorf  is  the  principal  town 
of  Uri,  and  is  seated  near  the  mouth  of  the  Aea, 
on  the  lake  of  Lucerne.  Here  are  two  stone 
piUars,  one  hundred  and  thirty  paces  from  each 
other,  at  which  distance  Tell  is  said  to  h^ve  shot 
the  apple  from  his  son's  head.  This  deliverer 
of  liis  country  lived  at  Biorgli,  near  this  place^ 
and  his  cottage  is  changed  into  a  chapel,  where 
mass  is  solemnly  said.  In  this  town  the  tyrant 
Gesler  exposed  his  hat  to  be  saluted ;  which,  with 
other  enormities,  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
liberties  of  Switzerland ;  near  Altorf,  the  cafltons 
of  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwald,  agreed  to 
a  perpetual  alliance,  that  served  as  a  basis  for 
the  illustrious  confederation  which  ensued.  In  the 
year  1798,  a  large  body  of  Swiss  were  defeated 
here  by  the  French. 

About  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  the  carriages 
and  horses  were  in  readiness  for  our  conveyance 
toUrseren,  a  beautiful  plain,  surrounded  by  high 
nu>untains  capped  with  snow : — ^here  we  arrived 
at  about  eight  in  the  evening.  Near  the  nuddle 
of  this  plain,  is  the  valley  of  St.  Gothard,  filled 
with  the  ruins  of  broken  mountains,  and  washed 
by  the    rapid    and   furious   Reuss,  which  rolls 
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through  blocks  ofgraooit^,  with  irresurfSble  im« 
petiidsity.  This  valley  is  remarkably  dreary*  It 
boiitaina  no  vestige  of  a  human  habitation,  nor 
does  it  produce  a  single  tree.  The  extremity  ia 
bldsed  by  the  still  ruder  and  naked  rocks  *of  the 
Feudo,  supporting  in  its  hollows  vast  masses 
of  snow,  while  the  superb  glacier  of  tlie  Locendro 
towers  above  the  adjacent  heights. 

The  Princess  and  the  whole  party  having 
refreshed,  and  engaged  guides  to  Milan,  retired  early 
to  rest,  after  the  long,  mountainous,  and  weary 
journey,  which  they  had  performed  throughout 
the  day. 

The  canton  of  Uri  abounds  with  nK>untain8^ 
the  chief  of  which  is  St.  Gothard,  just  mentioned. 
Over  it  is  carried  a  fine  toad,  in  one  continued 
ascent  of  eight  hours,  to  the  very  summit.  This 
road  deserves  particular  notice,  being,  in  most 
parts,  six  feet  wide,  and  every  where  well  paved 
during  its  whole  asccsit  The  Reuss  nuks  by  its 
side ;  over  which  are  several  handsome  bridges. 
This  road,  in  summer,  is  perfectiy  safe,  not  only 
for  horses,  but  even  for  carriages;  though,  in 
winter,  the  fall  of  masses  of  snow  has  proved 
fetal  to  many  travellers.  It  lies  between  very 
high  mountains,  the  lower  parts  of  wfaieh  are 
covered  with  thick  woods,  but  above  are  quite 
bare;  Several  parts  exhibit  the  most  beautiful 
cataracts,  either  from  the  Reuss,  or  other  smaller 
streams ;  while  many  of  them,  by  reason  of  Use 
rocks  which  obstruct  their  passage,  are  thrown 
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into  a  mist,  which,  by  the  refracting  rays  of  the 
sun,  form  a  variety  of  rainbows,  and  at  the  same 
time  both  charm  and  cool  the  traveller.  But  as 
he  advances,  he  ijsj  t;erriAe|^  9t  thf  view  of  frightful 
rocl^  hanging  over  the  road,  and  so  wo^i  oiit 
imdeirpeatb,  that  they  appear  aa  if  they  were 
going  to  £41  and  lerH^h  him  to  atoms.  On  ^he 
otiher  hand,  when  he  findi  hknself  shutin  t>&  all 
sides  j^byi  such  stupendous  moilntains,  of  vastly 
different  aspects,  some  bare,  and  qthers  tufted 
with  trees,  and  abounding  with  various  sorts 
6t  medicinal  herbs,  he  has  reason  to  adihire  the 
wdnderfal  works  (df  the  Creator,  and  to  eactolitiii 
indusiiry  and  ingenidty  of  the  inhabitants,  who^ 
at  an  roimense  hazard,  toil,  and  expcnc^,  keep 
these  roads  open,  t^or  this  putpose  they  joiik 
tocfcs  together  by  arbhed  bridges  cut  away  througb 
several  roeks ;  atidj  When  the  road  seems- ready /to 
Slide,  support  it  by  stout  walls  and  bt|ttres<des; 
trith  great  posts,  which  they  drive  deep  into,  the 
the  earth,  and  stones,  which  they  fasten  to  one 
anotiher  by  iron  hooksr 
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CHAPTER  VL 

The  Princess  crosses  the  Alps. — Roads.  ^-^  Italy 
infested  hy  Banditti. — 'Some  particulars  con- 
ceming  these  Maurauders. — Anecdote  of  the 
supposed  Capture  ofLucien  Buonaparte.' — Enter 
the  Valley  of  Piedmont. — Cultivation  and  Fer- 
tility of  this  Region. — View  from  Mont  callier.— 
Arrival  at  Turin. 

Vr  HI LST  crossing  the  Alps,  it  was  impossible  to 
be  insensible  of  the  emotions  which  their  histoiy^ 
ruggedness,  elevation,  and  present  improvements 
inspired.  The  magnificent  roads  which  have 
lately  been  opened  amidst  thes^  precipices^  have 
destroyed  the  barriers  which  nature  had  bestowed 
on  Italy.  These  vast  works  are^  doubtless^  the 
noblest  proofs  of  civilization  ;  but  in  levelling  the 
rocks^  the  Alps  have  been  lowered,  and  the  illu- 
sions of  this  romantic  scenery  have  been  partially 
destroyed.  These  vast  mountains  no  longer 
inspire  terror  by  their  mere  name  ;  but  civilization 
has  not  proceeded  so  far  as  to  divest  them  of 
other  terrors;  viz.  those  which  arise  from  the 
numerous  banditti  which  infest  them  and  the  other 
mountainous  districts  of  Italy. 

The  existence  of  these  bands  of  robbers  is  no 
problem  but  to  those  who  are  ignorant  of  Italy. 
Even  in  Piedmont,  which,  from  its  fertility  and 
other  natural  blessings,  should  be  the  most  civilized 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ITALY.  93 

country  in  the  world,  many  of  the  peasants  have 
enriched  themselves  by  assassination  and  robbery. 
The  vigorous  measures  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment,  whilst  they  had  possession  of  Italy,  certainly 
contributed  much  to  allay  these  shameful  disorders^ 
and  the  traveller  no  longer  trembled  in  the  centre 
of  Europe,  for  the  safety  of  his  life  or  his  liberty. 
But  the  evil  has  since  returned ;  and  .  has  pro- 
ceeded to  a  more  enormous  and  incredible  extent 
than  ever. 

These  bands  are  chiefly  composed -of  inhabitants 
or  disbanded  soldiers,  who  were  first  dri\^n  to 
this  course  by  want  of  employment  and  extreme 
distress,  but  who  now  find  it  a  trade,  which  from 
day  to  day  grows  more  and  more  lucrative — ^a 
trade  of  which  the  in&my  falls  less,  undoubtedly, 
upon  the  men  who  pursue  it,  than  upon  the 
government  by  whom  it  is  protected,  not  only  by 
the  absence  of  all  measures  of  suppression  of  the 
evil,  but  by  direct  capitulations  which  some  of 
the  Italian  governments  have  signed  with  these 
robbers. 

Concealed  within  the  mountains  bordering  upon 
the  great  roads,  the  intrepidity,  the  coolness,  and 
above  all  the  tactics  of  these  men,  too  plainly 
betray  the  former  profession  of  their  leaders. 
They  have  tlieir  spies  in  the  towns,  in  the  inns, 
and  on  the  roads.  The  moment  their  prey  presents 
himself,. already  acquainted  with  the  valufe  of  the 
prize,  they  pour  down  upon  him,  and  their  number 
and  resolution  render  resistance  useless,  and  even 
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etttemely  dangerous.  These  men^  who^  in  tmst^ 
want  nothing  but  your  purse,  are  not  generally 
so  ferocious  as  their  appearance  would  seem  to 
announce.  Very  rarely  do  they  proceed  to  acts  of 
cruelty,  except  when  their  own  personal  safety 
demands  such  acts :  in  a  word,  they  never  kiU  liut 
to  avoid  being  killed.  As  soon  as  they  see  the 
traveller's  carriage  approaching,  they  draw  a 
strong  cord  across  the  road  in  front  of  him^  and 
this  either  throws  or  stops  the  horses.  One  of  the 
gimg  goes  to  the  head  of  the  horses,  others  <3ut 
the  traces,  and  others  seize  the  luggsige  and  carry 
it  off;  meantime  two  of  them  open  the  doors  of 
the  C£u:riage,  make  the  travellers  descend,  and,  in 
the  most  profound  silence,  with  their  pistols  at 
their  breasts,  keep  them  in  awe,  while  others 
sedreh  their  persons,  and  sometimes  abridge  their 
work  by  cutting  the  traveller's  clothes  by  pieces 
from  off  his  back. 

All  this  is  the  business  of  a  few  minutes :  and 
occurs  regularly  two  or  three  times  a  months  in 
spite  of  pretended  guards,  placed  from  distance 
to  distance  to  escort  the  traveller.  Whilst  we 
were  travelling  from  Rome  to  Naples,  several  of 
these  brigands,  who  had  been  shut  up  for  sonae 
time  in  a  castle,  were  on  the  point  of  Qiarching  ouf^ 
and  actually  did  afterwards  march  o^t,  in  virtqe 
of  a  capitulation  signed  by  them  and  the  govem*- 
ment  of  the  church. 

The  banditti  of  Sicily,  at  least  the  men  whom 
Brydone  calls  such^  are  scrupulous  and  honourably 
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people^  and  very  little  to  be  feared,  compared  with 
those.  Tlie  Sicilian  robber  attacks  or  defends 
you,  kills  you  or  hinders  your  being  killed, 
according  to  the  compact  you  make  or  neglect : 
their  bands  are  true  instirance  companies;  the 
policy  once  signed,  the  chances  are  thenceforth  at 
their  risk.  More  cruel  and  more  fierce  than  the 
African  pirate,  the  Italian  banditti  make  not  only 
your  liberty,  but  your  life  dependent  on  the  pay- 
ment of  your  ransom.  By  an  audacity  which  is 
shamefully  suffered  to  show  itself  with  impunity, 
they  treat  daily  with  the  relatives  or  friends  of 
those  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands :  a  biH  of 
exchange,  extorted  from  the  captive,  is  coolly 
presented  by  one  of  the  robbers  to  his  relations, 
or  his  banker,  and  the  prisoner's  head  answers  to 
the  banditti  for  the  payment.  Twenty  examples 
of  this  kind,  known  to  all  Italy,  might  be  set 
down  here ;  but  I  content  myself  with  the  follow- 
mg,  because  of  its  great  interest. 

On  the  hills  which  overlook  Frescati,  a  town 
situated  about  three  leagues  from  Rome,  are  tiie 
nrins  of  the  fistmous  Tusculum.  In  the  midst  of 
tiiese  ruins,  rises  a  handsome  modem  house^ 
named  Ruffinella,  which  belonged  to  Lucien  Buo- 
naparte. Robbers,  at  noon  day,  penetrated  into 
the  gardens  of  this  dwelling.  Lucien  was  walking 
fliere,  saw  them,  and,  guessing  their  design,  flew 
to  a  pavilion  where  his  family  were  assembled, 
ffig  haste  to  open  the  door  hindered  his  attempt : 
and^  to  sere^i  himself  from  his  enemies,  he  titurew 
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himself  into  a  neighbouring  plantation.  The  cry 
which  he  uttered,  drew  his  principal  secretarj  to 
the  spot  where  he  had  been,  which  he  reached  in 
the  same  moment  as  the  robbers ;  he  was  taken 
by  them  for  Lucien,  and  they  seized  and  carried 
him  away  to  the  mountains.  This  faithful  servant 
knew  well  that  he  was  taken  for  his  master,  and 
left  them  in  their  error,  to  give  Lucien  and  his 
family  time  to  escape. 

The  next  day  all  Rome  knew  the  fact.  At 
the  end  of  a  few  days  more,  a  man  delivered  a 
letter  to  Lucien.  The  letter  set  an  enormous 
price  as  a  ransom  for  him  whom  the  robbers  still 
took  for  Lucien.  The  police  of  Rome  knew  all 
this,  and  remained  quiet :  the  ransom  was  paid, 
and  the  generous  friend  of  Lucien  was  set  at  li- 
berty ;  but  still  the  police  of  Rome  remained  neu- 
tral and  quiet.  Lucien  never  more  set  foot  on 
this  estate ;  and  the  most  frightftil  misery  at  pre- 
sent weighs  down  a  country  into  which  he  had 
introduced  comfort  and  happiness,  the  fruit  of 
employment  and  industry. 

We,  however,  were  under  no  great  apprehension 
from  these  banditti,  on  account  of  a  well-armed 
escort  which  the  Princess  had  previously  hired  at 
Altorf :  consequently,  having  nothing  to  fear,  the 
whole  party  enjoyed  the  scenes  exhibited  in  these 
alpine  regions,  which  the  philosophic  mind  cannot 
Jbielp  contemplating  with  wonder  and  admiration. 

Having  crossed  the  Alps,  we  entered  Piedmont, 
which  is  the  most  northern  state  of  Italy. 
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This  country^  which  was  formerly  named  Lom- 
bardy,  extends  from  the  foot  cS  the  Alps  to  those 
of  the  Apomines,  over  a  vast  plain  watered  by  the 
Po.  This  extensive  r^on  may  be  termed  the 
garden  of  Europe,  and  is  unquestionably,  of  all 
its  countries,  the  most  &voured  by  nature.  The 
soil  deposited  by  the  waters,  as  rich  as  it  is  deep, 
is  almost  every  where  of  a  perfect  level.  It  is 
only  in  the  unmecfiate  ^dcinity  of  the  mountains 
that  stony  banks  are  found:  the  whole  of  the 
plam  oonsists  of  a  black  earth  of  great  fertility. 

The  lofty  mountains  by  which  Lombardy  is 
every  where  surrounded,  pour  into  it  a  prodigious 
luimberNof  streams,  which,  art  has  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded in  entirely  controlling,  but  whose  currents 
are  broken  into  an  infinite  number  of  canals  for 
iirigadon;  so  that  Jthere  is  scareely  a  farm,  or 
a  meadow,  which  has  not  one  of  these  canals, 
with  its  sluice,  at  command.  This  copious  irri- 
gstaon^  in  so  fine  a  climate,  combines  with  the 
acticm  of  a  southern  sun,  to  produce  the  utmost 
luxuriance  of  vegetation. 

These  great  natural  advantages  have,  from  a 
remote  period,  filled  Lombardy  with  an  immense 
population^  and  its  usual  consequences;  such  as 
numerous  towns,  and  consequently  markets,  ex- 
cellent roads  leading  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  tiie  subdivision  of  the  land  into  innumerable 
small  farms,  each  with  a  farm-house  in  the  centre 
of  it,  togetiier  with  a  system  of  skilful  cultivation, 
whidi  i^ws  neither  time  nor  room  to  be  lost. 
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The  harvests  are  inclosed  by  {dantations  of  friiit- 
trees  of  all  kinds,  intermixed  with  mulberries, 
p(^)lars,  and  oaks.  The  last  two  are  not  planted 
merely^  for  their  shade,  but  as  supports  for  the 
vines,  the  branches  of  which,  spreading  in  every  i 
direction,  cover  them  as  it  were  with  a  canopy, 
and  &11  in  festoons. 

The  luxuriance  of  the  plantations  throughout 
Lombardy  is  such,  that  the  eye  is  unable  to  pene- 
trate them ;  the  horizon  of  the  traveller  is  always 
contracted,  and  opens  only  as  he  advances.  The 
succession  of  landscapes  thus  presented,  which 
continually  excites  the  imagination  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  something  new ;  the  verdant  freshness ; 
the  innumerable  habitations,  uniting  a  sort  of 
elegance  to  commodiousness ;  the  fields,  whose 
shady  inclosures  have  an  agreeable  air  of  wildness, 
while  their  rich  cultivation  announces  all  the 
economy  of  rural  wealth;  present  at  once  a 
contrast  and  sn  harmony,  which  no  other 
country  possesses  in  an  equal  degree.  The  tra- 
veller finds,  not  the  gigantic  and  monotonous 
vegetation  of  India;  nor  the  extensive  fiirms  which 
occupy  the  uniform  phuns  of  the  North;  nor 
those  savage  scenes  in  wluqh  the  cool  vales  of 
Switzerland  are  embosomed;  but  he  traverses 
a  region  which  partakes  of  the  character  of  each 
of  these  diversities  of  scenery,  and  reminds  him 
of  them  by  seeming  to  unite  them  all. 

From  Montcdlier,  near  Turin,  on  the  summit 
of  which  stands  a  mansion,  formerly  the  residence 
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(^  the  royal  &mily,  but  which  is  now.  uninha- 
bitable, and  retains  nothing  of  its  aneient  grandeur 
but  the  fine  landscape  which  it  comnutnds^  the 
eye  foUows  the  river  Po,  winding  in  numerous 
meanders  through  the  country ;  its  shores  covered 
with  plantations^  which  partly  conceal  the  farm-* 
houses  and  hamlets  scattered  among  them.  At 
the  termination  of  the  plain,  the  view  is  bounded 
by  the  majestic  inclosure  of  the  Alps  and  Apen- 
nines, which  rise  like  a  noble  amphitheatre  to 
guard  these  fertile  vales.  These  bulwarks  of 
nature  still  strike  the  ima^ation,  at  the  same 
time  that  tliey  teach  us  that  the  globe  has  no 
longer  any  ramparts  insurmountable  to  the  genius 
and  enterprise  of  man. 

The  number  of  towns  in  Piedmont  is  surprising ; 
and  yet  this  limited  country,  having  a  great  part 
of  its  sur&ce  occupied  by  mountains,  after  satis- 
fymg  its  own  wants,  supplies  the  territory  of 
Genoa^  Nice,  and  even  the  port  of  Toulon,  with 
com  and  cattle. 

On  entering  Turin,  we  were  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  it  in  every  respect  a  handsome,  flourishing, 
and  bustling  city*  It  is  the  capital  of  I^edmont, 
and  may  boast  of  a  display  of  merchandise  in  the 
diop^,  equal  almost  to  any  city  in  France  or 
Italy.  Our  hotel  presented  every  appearance  of 
comfort  and  luxury;  and  in  short,  every  thing 
throughout  the  city  presented  so  pleasing  an 
appearance,  that,  had  not  the  Princess  previously 
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d^ermined  on  residing  at  Milan,  she  doubCiefs 
would  have  been  induced  to  remain  at  Turin. 

Italy,  the  very  sound  of  wliose  name  conveys  to 
a  cultivated  mind,  ideas  of  delightful  tmnquillity, 
of  a  refined  enjoyment,  now  lay,  as  it  were,  at  our 
feet.  The  situation  and  dimate  of  Italy  give  it 
a  beauty  and  fertility  which  is  unequalled;  it 
is  justly  termed  the  garden  of  Europe,  and  is 
perhaps  the  most  delicious  re^on  on  the  suAce 
of  the  whole  ^obe«  The  extreme  purity  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  consequent  brightness  of  the 
light,  and  the  distinct  appearance  of  remote 
objects,  give  an  almost  magical  effect  to  the 
landscape  scenery  of  Italy.  The  effect  of  this 
universal  stillness  and  serenity  upon  so  fiivoured  a 
region,  at  once  delights  and  astonishes.  Nature 
seems  here  to  have  collected  all  her  means  of 
ornament,  all  her  arts  of  pleasmg;  fertile  and 
extensive  plains,  varied  with  gentle  swells  and 
bold  elevations ;  mountains  of  every  shape,  outline 
and  degree,  sometimes  advancing,  sometimes 
retiring,  but  always  in  distinct  view,  presenting  in 
one  place  their  sha^y  declivities  darkened  with 
woods,  in  another  a  long  line  of  brown  rugged 
*  precipices,  now  lifting,  as  it  were  to  the  sky,  a 
head  of  snow,  and  now  a  summit  of  the  most 
beautiful  purple  tint ;  unfolding,  as  you  advance, 
and  discovering  in  their  windings,  the  richest  val- 
leys, populous  villages,  the  bright  expanded  lake, 
the  winding  river  sparkling  m  its  course,  conv^its, 
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mod  dties :  these,  tibe  true  materials  of  pdctutesqne 
beauty^  are  the  eonataiit  and  almost  invaiiable 
featores  of  Italian  so^iery.  Saeh  scenes  are 
hailed  wiHi  delight^  as  the  harlmigers  of  repose, 
even  by  those  who  seek  it  but  from  the  lighter 
cares  of  life ;  the  greater  necessity  of  saeh 
tnmqnilKring  objects  to  our  illustrious  Princess 
may  be  readily  conceived*  To  contemplate  a 
capntry,  every  spot  of  which,  every  river,  every 
mountain,  and  every  forest,  which  adorns  and 
diversifies  it,  has  been  distinguished  by  the  noblest 
iraier^es  of  the  human  mind,  and  are  become 
monuments  of  intellectual  worth  and  glory, 
enlarges  the  understanding,  and  inspires  generous 
and  exalting  sentiments;  the  overcharged  heart 
finds  relief  in  the  variety  and  dignity  of  such 
olivets,  and,  as  its  acquaintance  with  them  is 
extended,  bewmes  softened  and  amended,  in  the 
same  proportion*  With  such  reflections,  wlueh 
must  prevail  in  every  cultivated  and  well  con^ 
stituted  mind,  did  we  leave  the  Alps,  those 
8tiq>endous  barriers  which  nature  seems  to  have 
planted  for  the  defence,  and  as  an  everlasting  line 
of  distinction  between  this  lovely  country  and  less 
:&voured  climates.  These  mountains  no  longer 
separate  the  .nations  between  whom  they  are 
placed,  and  the  fiEtcility  of  communication  tends 
to  efface  the  originality  of  national  character ;  a 
sinnbrity  of  manners  is  acquired  with  similar 
habits  and  similar  necessities  \  national  pecu- 
liarities gradually  disappear  amidst  a  community 
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of  all  the  customs  of  life;  and  the  European 
traveller  finds  himself^  wherever  he  goea^  sur- 
rounded by  the  same  comforts  and  convemencie»« 

We  were  struck  with  this  sentiment  on  our 
arrival  at  Turin.  I  could  have  fimcied  myself 
in  some  large  and  handsome  town  of  France ;  so 
great  a  resemblance  was  there  in  all  the  objects 
that  met  die  eye.  One  would  have  supposed  that 
the  dresses,  the  ornaments,  the  shops,  the  prome- 
nades, and  the  placards  in  the  streets,  had  been 
sent  from  Paris.  i 

Our  hotel  afforded  every  appearance  of  comfort 
and  modem  refinement,  and  the  general  air  of  the 
city  was  sufficiently  attractive  to  invite  longer 
stay,  if  the  Princess  had  not  previously  determined 
to  make  Milan  her  first  place  of  residence. 

Turin  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Pied- 
mont, and  is  of  very  ancient  origin,  but  of 
comparatively  modern  &me.  Its  importance 
commenced  in  the  thirteenth  century,  when  it 
became  the  residence  of  the  princes  of  Savoy,  and 
assumed  the  honours  of  a  capital.  Since  that 
period,  it  has  continued  in  a  progressive  state  of 
improvement,  and  became,  about  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  one  of  the  most  populous  and 
flourishing  cities  in  Italy. 

Turin  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  nortlieru 
branch  of  the  river  Po,  at  the  foot  of  a  fine  ridge 
of  hills,  which  rise  southward,  beyond  the  river; 
while  northward  there  lies  an  extensive  plain 
bounded  by  the  Alps,  which  here  present  a  scene 
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<of  wigidar  beauty;  they  ascend  in  some  places 
in  groups  of  gigantic  dimensions^  like  battle- 
mented  towers,  whilst,  in  other  parts,  they  exhibit 
detKhed  points,  which  seem  to  dart  to  the  clouds 
like  the  most  magnificent  spires,  glittering  with 
unmelted  icicles,  and  with  snows  that  never  yield 
to  the  rays  of  summer.  The  mterior  of  the  town 
is  not  unworthy  its  &me  and  situation ;  its  streets 
are  straight,  and  of  a  handsome  width,  intersecting 
each  other  at  right  angles,  and  running  in  a  direct 
line  between  its  four  gates,  taking  their  course 
through  many  large  and  regular  squares.  The 
royal  palace  is  spacious,  and  surrounded  with 
gardens  of  great  beauty  and  extent  There  are 
many  edifices,  both  public  and  private,  which 
present  extensive  and  magnificent  fronts,  and 
Ihese,  intermingled  with  at  least  one  hundred 
ehurefaes  of  an  elegant  and  imposing  character  of 
architecture,  ^ve  the  whole  city  a  rich  and  most 
splendid  appearance.  The  churches  and  palaces 
are  very  richly  embellished ;  marble  of  every 
variety  of  vein  and  colour  is  lavished  with  prodi- 
gality, and  decorations  of  every  kind  are  scattered 
with  profusion.  The  four  gates  of  the  city  were 
formerly  adorned  with  pillars,  and  cased  with 
marble ;  and  are  represented  as  extremely  striking 
and  majestic  entrances. 

.  Turin  was,  in  the  days  of  its  prosperity,  pos- 
sessed of  the  most  magnificent  establishments ;  an 
academy,  the  regulations  of  which  were  singularly 
advantageous  to   its    students,    who  were   con- 
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sidered  as  a  ptft  of  the  oourt,  and  were  admitted 
to  all  its  amusements.  Its  university  was  alao  of 
great  importance:  it  occufHed  a  very  extensive 
range  of  buildings,  containing  a  library  of  more 
than  fi%  thousand  volumes ;  a  museum  furnished 
witib  a  numerous  collecticm  of  exquisite  statues, 
vases,  fuid  other  antiques  of  various  denomina- 
tions ;  an  excellent  collection  of  medals ;  a  haU 
of  anatomy,  admirably  furnished ;  and  an  astro^ 
nomical  observatory.  It  was  endowed  for  twenty^ 
four  prc^essors,  all  of  whom  delivered  daily 
lectures,  and  were  generally  authors,  and  men  of 
great  reputation  in  their  respective  departmaits 
of  science.  Two  colleges  were  dependent  upon 
the  university,  remarkable  also  for  their  i^)aeioua- 
ness  and  magnificence,  as  well  as  the  number  of 
their  students;  the  whole  arrangement  forming 
an  establishment  for  the  purposes  of  public  educa- 
tion (^  the  most  noble  description. 

Turin  was  also  at  that  period  richly  endowed 
in  hospitals.  One  of  these  deserves  particular 
remembrance;  it  furnished  at  the  same  time 
provisions  and  employment  to  the  poor,  education 
to  orphans,  an  asylum  to  the  sick  and  the  de- 
cayed, and  a  dowry  to  marriageable  girls.  Many 
establishments  of  a  similar  nature,  but  on  a  more 
confined  scale,  contributed  to  the  same  objects  in 
different  parts  of  the  city,  and  left  no  form  of 
misery  without  the  means  of  adequate  and  speedy 
relief. 

While  this  city  continued  to  be  the  residrace  of 
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its  sovereigns,  it  w»s  thus  animated^  populous,  and 
flourishing.  The  court  was  equally  remarkable 
for  its  polished  character,  and  its  regularity;  and 
W9S  much  frequented  by  foreigners,  because  justly 
conddered  as  affording  the  best  introduction  to 
the  manners  and  language  of  Italy. 

This  prosperity  of  Turin,  and  its  celebrity,  is  in 
justice  to  be  ascribed  to  the  spirit^  the  prudence, 
the  activity^  and  the  genius  of  its  princes.  Its 
disasters,  and  decline,  have  arisen  from  its  close 
yieinity  to  a  powerful  and  ambitious  neighbour. 
The  armies  of  France  have,  at  different  periods 
during  the  last  five  centuries,  repeatedly  over-run 
its  territories,  assailed  its  defences,  destroyed  its 
suburbs^  and,  in  various  degrees,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  their  ability^  injured  its  edifices. 

A  city  of  such  celebrity,  so  justly  remarkable 
both  in  its  prosperity  and  its  sufferings,  the  first 
naturally  resulting  from  the  virtuous  government 
of  its  princes,  the  latter  clearly  arising  from  the 
worst  passions  of  mankind,  could  not,  as  may 
weU  be  imagined,  be  passed  over  by  Her  Royal 
Highness  without  commiseration:  a  mind  fraught 
with  intelligence,  and  itself  deeply  wounded  by 
the  wanton  abuse  of  power,  must  be  expected  to 
have  viewed  these  &llen  monuments  of  human 
wisdom  with  regret:  establishments  calculated 
to  ameliorate  the  character  and  the  condition  of 
the  hun[ian  race,  and  which  were  deserving  objects 
of  imitation  to  all  nations,  had  been  indiscriminately 
swept  away  by  the  hand  of  caprice  and  barbarism. 

The  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
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dty  possesses  coni^erable' beauty «id  dtvCTaHy. 
Its  first  and  Aiost  conspicteotis  feature  is  Vbe  rfVftr 
Po,  which  ^ves  its  name  to  Hie  pdnciphl  strefet 
of  Turin,  and  rolls  in  ail  ftb  grandenr  tmder  ttfe 
very  walls.   The  depth  of  thi&  riVer  is  so  gteaft  sEiid 
remarkable,  that  it  obtamed  in  ancient  times  tite 
Appellation  of  Bodmco,  or  bottoilhless.    Tirife  ex- 
traordinary End  magnificent  stream  takes  its  rise 
a;bout  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  ifirom  Turm  to  the 
westward,  in  the  recesses  of  a  mountain.     It  be^ 
tjomes  completely  navigable  even  before  it  Teac4Je& 
Turm,  though  so  near  its  source,  and  in  ti  course 
which,  including  its  windings,  extends  to  librte 
liundred  miles,  in  wMch  it  receives  thirty  lives*^ 
Washes  tftfe  wails  of  fifty  towns  and  cities,  and  con- 
fers life  and  spirit,  fertility  and  opulence,  to  Ac 
celebrated  plains  called  frdm  it,  Re^o  Circun^- 
dana.     Its  average  breadth  frdm  Turin  to  Ai%nio 
is  about  twelve  hundi*ed  feet ;  its  depth  is  ^Very 
where  considerabfe,  and  its  current  strong  *afid 
^equal .    It  is  justly  called  the  king  of  Italian  riven, 
and  !s  ranked  among  the  princ^al  streams  <tf  nni^ 
<lem  Europe.    It  is  coirtimially  ^eeh  in  its  ftetta-  ^ 
tffiil  and  various  meandeiings  by  the  traVeHer  ?»- ; 
tiveen  the 'Alps  taid  Apennines,  «nd  from  its  owh  i 
magnifilcent  effect,  as  well  ai&  the  hir  of  graiiikaA  i 
''arid  richnesiS  which  it  imparts  to  the  smrouiidFug 
country,  it  is  always  beheflfl  with  inteifest   anft 
tldmlratioii* 

Althot^h  otir  stay  at  Turin  was  trft  sh6rt, 
ther  object  bf  interest  could  not  but  attract 
labtice;  fiie  mofmtain  of  Ibe  fibpeiga^  'and  \bd 
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lofty  temple  which  crowns  its  summit.  The  great 
devation  of  the  hill  itself,  its  highly  picturesque 
iq^ypearance,  the  cause,  the  destination,  and  the 
corresponding  magnificence  of  the  edifice,  are 
strong  claims  upon  the  curiosity  of  even  an  inat- 
tentive traveller.  The  Superga  is  about  five  miles 
from  'J'urin,  the  ascent  is  gradual,  and  the  rpad 
good.  It  was  on  the  summit  of  this  hill,  that  digr- 
iDg  ibe  fanipus  siege  of  Turin,  in  the  year  17Q6, 
by  the  French,  Prince  Eugene  held  a  consultation 
with  Victor  Amadeus,  and  formed  the  plan  for  the 
attack  of  the  besieging  enemy,  and  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  town.  The,  sovereign  made  a  vow;  if 
heaven  prospered  his  arms,  to  build  a  church  on 
the  very  spot,  as  an  eternal  monument  of  his  gria- 
titude.  He  succeeded;  the  French  were  defeated 
\nth  great  slaughter,  the  siege  of  the  town  was 
abandoned,  and  the  chiurch  was  built.  The  edifice 
IS  worthy  of  its  ori^n.  It  is  really  a  grand  me- 
morial of  royal  and  national  acknowledgment. 
Its  situation  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  its  ob- 
ject Placed  on  the  utmost  pinnacle  of  a  lofty 
mountain,  it  is  distinctly  visible,  not  only  to  the 
iuhabatants  of  Turin,  but  of  the  whole  country 
for  many  miles  rounds  and  instantly  catches  the 
eye  of  every  travellex. 

The  church  is  of  circular  form,  supported  by 
pillars;  the  portico  is  ornamented  with  pillars^ 
and  the  dome  rises  on  pillars.  AU  those  columns 
Bte  of  beautiful  marUe  of  different  eolours,  and 
g^e  the  edifiee  an  appearance  unusually  rich  aa^ 
Bfaitely. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

Departure  from  Turin.— The  Plain  of  Turin. — 
Rivers. — Lakes. — Observations  on  tne  Lakes. — 
Comparison  between  the  Italian  and  British 
Lakes. —  Colossal  Statue  of  immense  size. — 
'  The  Passage  of  the  Simplon. — Lago  Maggiore. 
Milan. 

Her  Royal  Highness  took  her  departure  from 
Turin,  without  any  alteration  in  the  arrangement 
of  her  suite,  and  proceeded  direct  to  Milan.  Our 
•  course  lay  over  a  flat  and  fertile  country,  which  has 
been  the  theatre  of  numerous  sanguinary  contests 
between  the  French,  Spaniards,  and  Austrians^ 
during  the  two  last  centuries.  In  our  progress 
we  crossed  several  small  rivers,  which  still  retain 
their  ancient  appellations. 

The  striking  superiority  of  the  lakes  of  Italy, 
over  those  of  Great  Britain,  renders  them  objects 
of  great  interest  with  the  traveller;  Her  Royal 
Highness's  taste,  which  led  her  eventually  to  fix 
a  residence  on  the  banks  of  one  of  these  charming 
scenes,  will  be  admired  and  applauded  in  propor- 
tion as  we  render  ourselves  acquainted  with  their 
singular  beauties  and  advantages. 

The  lakes  of  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland 
dfeeto  England  what  those  of  the  Milanese  ter- 
ritory are  to  Italy:  but  in  beauty,  magnitude,  and 
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grandeur^  there  is  scarcely  any  comparison  to  be 
drawn.  Although  England  is  considered^  as  re- 
gards the  face  of  tlie  country^  to  be  a  fine  nunia- 
ture  picture  of  Europe  at  large^  yet  with  respect 
to  its  lakes  and  mountains^  it  is  very  &r  inferior ; 
the  lakes  and  hills  of  Britain  sink  into  insignifi- 
cance^ when  compared  With  similar  objects  in  the 
Alpine  regions.  To  a  traveller  accustomed  to  the 
prodigiously  grand  scenery  of  this,  and  indeed 
every  part  of  Italy,  our  boasted  Windermere  be- 
comes a  lifeless  pool,  our  lofty  Skiddau  shrinks 
into  a  hillock.  The  lake  of  UUswater  alone,  in 
comparative  boldness  of  its  banks,  may  perhaps 
present  a  famt  resemblance  to  some  parts  of  the 
Lago  di  Como,  but  the  parallel  is  confined  to  that 
single  feature.  The  rocks  of  Buttermere  are 
certainly  of  a  grand  character,  but  the  sheet  of 
water  beneath  them  is  insignificant.  Our  famous 
Scotch  lake.  Loch  Lomond,  has  a  cert^n  simila- 
rity to  the  Benacus  of  Italy^  in  its  width  of  expanse 
and  the  gradual  swell  of  its  banks,  but  the  re- 
semblance goes  no  farther;  the  little  islands  which 
are  interispersed  in  the  broadest  part  of  Loch  Lo- 
mond, possess  a  considerable  share  of  beauty; 
but  the  heavy  form  of  Benlomond,  its  heathy 
sides  and  naked  brow,  with  the  lifeless  masses 
around  it,  which  are,  however,  the  only  grand 
features  the  prospect  can  pretend  to,  are  very  in- 
different substitutes  for  the  noble  ridge  of  the 
Alps  that  borders  the  Benacus,  and  presents  every 
mountain  form'  and  colour,  from  the  curve  to  the 
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lHonacle^  from  the  deep  tiiits  of  the  forest  to  the 
dazzlmg  brightness  of  snow.  When  to  these  con- 
spicuous advantages  we  add  the  life  and  interest 
which  such  scenes  derive  from  churches,  villas^ 
bamlets  and  towns,  placed  as  if  by  the  hand  of  a 
painter  in  the  most  striking  situations,  so  as  to 
contrast  with  the  surrounding  picture  and  give  it 
relief,  we  describe  the,  peculiar  and  characteristic 
features  which  distinguish  the  lakes  of  Italy,  and 
g^vethem  an  undisputed  superiority. 

At  this  point  of  our  progress,  it  will  greatly 
conduce  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  scenes  to 
be  described,  if  a  distinct  idea  be  obtained  of  the 
general  face  of  the  country  to  be  passed  over. 

It  is  probably  within  the  familial'  knowledge  of 
most  of  our  readers,  that  Italy  is  separated  from 
the  countries  which  border  it  at  its  northern  ex- 
tremity, by  the  Alps,  the  highest  ridge  of  moun- 
tains in  the  ancient  world.  It  is  bounded  on  its 
eastern  side  by  the  Adriatic  Sea,  or  Gulf  of  Ve- 
nice, on  the  west  by  the  Mediterranean,  and  on 
the  south  by  the  Ionian  seas ;  numberless  islands 
line  its  shores ;  and  its  general  figure  and  course 
is  that  of  a  narrow  strip  of  land  running  in  the 
direction  of  north  and  south.  Such  are  its  exter- 
nal circumstances.  In  the  interior,  the  mountains 
called  the  Apennines  extend  through  its  whole 
length,  and,  branching  out  into  various  ramifica- 
tions, divide  it  into  several  provinces,  materially 
differing  in  their  climates  and  prodjictions.  Tibe 
geographical  situation  of  Italy  exposes  it  to  a  con- 
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siderable  degree  of  beat  in  summer/and  of  c^dln 
winter;  but  tbe  influence  of  the  "seas  and  of  the 
mountains  tbat  surround  or  intersect  it^  •ooua- 
teracts  those  effects,  and  produces  a  tempenrture 
that  excludes  all  extremes,  and  renders  every  sea- 
«oii  del^htfiil.     Tbe  action  of  these  causes  jb, 
however,  unequal,  and  the  climate  of  the  counti^ 
at  large,  though  every  where  in  a  higb  degree  ge- 
nial and  temperate,  varies  considerably,  and  more 
:so  in  some  instances  than  the  distances  of  the 
pWes  so  differing  might  induce  the  traveller  to 
expect.      Without  entering  tediously  into  these 
variations,  which  are  the  effect  of  the  various  bear- 
mgs  of  the  different  ranges  of  moimtains,  it  wiU 
t)e  sufficient  to  consider  Italy  as  £vided  into  four 
principal  re^ons,  which,  although  possessing  in 
climate,  scenery,  snd  productions,  many  features 
in  common,  have  also  each  a  characteristic  pecu- 
liarity.   The  first  of  these  regions  is  <4ie  vale  "of 
the  Po,  or  tbe  territory  vulgarly  termed  Lorn- 
bardy ;  tins  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  tbe  terrkoiy 
of  JV^ilan,  or  the  Milanese.    This  region  extends 
about  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles  in  length,  and 
in  breadth,. in  the  widest  .part,  one  bundred  and 
fifty.    It  is  bounded  by  tbe  Alps  and  tbe  Apea- 
nines  on  the  north,  west,  and  south,  tmd  on  tibe 
east  lies  open  to  the  Adriatic.    The  second  is  tte 
tract  enclosed  \y  the  Apennines,  forming  the  Ro- 
mngx  and  Tuscan  territories.    The  third  is  con- 
-fined  to  the  Campagna  Felix  and  its  immediate 
depradencies,  such  as  the  borders  and  the  istaodB 
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of  the  Bay  of  Naples^  and  of  the  plains  of  Psestum. 
The  last  consists  of  Labruzzo,  Apulia^  Calabria^ 
and  the  southern  extremities  of  Italy. 

The  first  of  these  regions  or  climates^  or  the 
Milanese^  has  been  represented  by  many  as  per- 
haps the  most  fertile  and  the  most  delicious  terri- 
tory in  the  whole  universe.  This  is  the  particular 
division  of  Italy  which  is  designated  the  garden  of 
Europe,  and  is  properly  the  agricultural  district  of 
the  country.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  her  Royal 
Highnesses  residence  at  Milan,  and  also  her  esta- 
blishment at  the  Villa  D'Este,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Lake  of  Como,  are  situated  in  this  part  of  Italy. 

The  Milanese  country  derives  its  extraordinary 
fertility  from  the  numerous  streams  that  descend 
from  the  bordering  mountains,  and  furnish  a 
constant  supply  to  the  majestic  river  that  inter- 
sects it,  the  Po.  But  while  the  mountains  thus 
fertilize  it  with  their  innumerable  rills,  they  also 
send  down  occasional  gales,  to  cool  it  in  summer^ 
and  blasts  that  sometimes  chill  its  climate,  and 
give  its  winter  some  features  of  northern  severity, 
slight  indeed,  but  sufficient  to  check  the  growth 
of  such  plants  as  the  orange  and  the  almond^ 
which  shrink  from  frost  in  its  iriost  mitigated 
aspect.  The  vine,  though  common  and  indeed 
luxuriant,  is  supposed  not  to  prosper  in  this 
part  of  Italy,  from  the  wines  being  thin  and 
sour;  this  defect  however  must  not  be  ascribed 
solely  to  the  climate,  which,  in  warmth  and 
uniformity,  far  excels  that  of  the  famous  French 
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pro^onces  of  Champagne  and  Btu^fondy,  but  ta 
the  Italian  mode  of  cultivation.  In  Italy  the  \ine 
is  allowed  to  raise  itself  into  the  air^  to  spread  from 
blanch  to  bmnch,  and  equal  its  surrounding  elms 
and  poplars  in  elevation  and  lu^uriancy  of  growths 
This^  though  beautiful  to  the  eye^  and  delightful 
to  the  &ncy,  is  not  so  &vourable  to  the  quality 
of  the  wines,  which  are  well  known  to  become 
richer  and  stronger  when  the  growth  of  the  plant 
IS  repressed,  and  its  energies  confined  within  a. 
smaller  range. 

The  second  climate  is  protected  from  the  blasts^ 
of  the  north  by  an  additional  ridge  of  mountains^ 
so  that  it  is  less  obnoxious  to  the  action  of  frosty 
and  is  indeed  less  liable  to  be  incommoded  by^ 
the  heats  of  summer  than  by  wintry  cold.  It» 
productions  accordingly  improve  in  strength  and 
flavour ;  its  wines  are  more  generous,  and  its^ 
orchards  are  graced  with  the  orange.  Even  thi» 
part  of  the  country  is  however  exposed  occasionally 
to  chill  piercing  blasts,  and  is  not  entirely  free 
from  the  frosts  and  snows  of  the  less  favoured 
countries  beyond  the  Alps. 

.  In  the  third  climate,  that  is,  in  the  delightful 
plains  of  Campagna,  so  much,  and  so  deservedly 
celebrated  by  travellers,  painters,  and  poets;^ 
nature  seems  to  pour  out  all  her  treasures  with 
complacency,  and  confides,  without  sparing  or 
distrust,  her  most  delicate  pi-oductions  to  ever 
genial  gales,  and  a  sky  uniformly  serene. 

The  plains  of  Apulia,    that   lie  beyond  the 
Q 
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ApeDpii)«^rO|i«spiV^'^  riaiDg'smir  ^riti^  lite 
coasts  o£  Abruipzo.  aad  GftlaMi^  from  ths  laat  and 
ipuith  dlvisiany  diSkr  onl^  f]K>m-  that  tdndi  pw^ 
cedes  ia  iactf^fhsiag;  tfwmtft^  and  iB  t>rddiietioiiBis 
more  cbaraetenstle  of  a  soutbem  laftitod^  aucb  as 
the  aeloe  aia^  the  Boajestic  palm;  ofayeofiBT  wfaicb^ 
though  opt  common^  occur  often  eiLong^  to  affovd 
novelty  aad  yasiety  to  the  scenery.  .  Thivdistiiie* 
4ion  of  eHmato  i^  strictly  i^eaking^  cioflafiiied  to 
the  pfaun3>  w  the  iDOuu^twiis  that  Unfit  them  vaty 
According  to  their  elevation,  and^  at  the  oMttc 
time,  enclose  in  tbekr  winding&j  valkys  which 
^oy  in.  the  south  the  cod  temperature  ol  tfae 
Milanese^  and  in  the  Bosrth  gkyw  with  all  the 
jsultrinesa  of  Abrazzo.  Soeh,  in  few  words^  is 
the  real  g^ograi^y  of  Italy.  Byaekarrec<^ctioft 
<xf  these  di&renees  of  eliiriaite  and  esreoiiEatBaieMr, 
or  by  having  r^ren^e  to  Hiefm,  the  reader  w^ 
m  many  cases^  find  fainnself  izi  possesion  of  tibe 
true  reason  of  Her  Royal  Highness^a  cfaasige&  €€ 
xendence,  which  harve  in  too  many  instances  beeia 
most  mfeirliy  smd  mischievously  tortured  into  a 
needless  desire  of  change^  ot  a  bkmeable  impati^aee 
of  the  restraints  of  society  at  paartkalar  plates. 
To  a  reader  tlms  acqioainted  with  the  diSefencea 
of  climate  wMeh  occur  in  Italy>.  the  varknoa 
joumeysj  and  the  diaBges  iai  residenee,  «f  Hb^ 
Princess  of  WaAes^  will  satis&etonly  af^pear  t^ 
have  been  dictated  by  a  eakivated  tasteand  sofomA 
intelligence ;  and  to  hanre  been  e:sactly  auefa  m 
nngbt   ha^   been   expettted^    tad  would  liave 
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Homed  tke' wrangemsnt  of  everjr  rittonal  and  tm^ 
lightened  tn^reller  of  Her  Royal  Hi^mese's  rank. 
The  Engliab  reader  may  indeed  fkid  some  difficulty, 
when  he  dbserves  the  taste  always  displayed,  the 
fearlesa  spirit  of  enterprise  always  evinced  when 
tbe  object  of  research  required  such  exertion/ the 
gentleness  and  amiable  condescension  of  de« 
meanour  on  all  occasions^  and  the  high-toned 
liberality  and  kindness  of  sentiment  under  a 
voluntary  limitation  of  means;  an  observing 
reader,  I  say,  will  be  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  these 
traits  of  a  truly  royal  character,  with  the  tasteless 
profusion,  the  capricious  movements,  the  eternal 
vacillations,  and,  above  all,  the  evident  want  of 
an  active  and  enquiring  mind,  in  the  conduct  of 
other  exalted  personages  to  whose  unlimited  means- 
he  daily  contributes  a  serious  portion  of  his 
necessary  comforts. 

The  climate  of  Italy  is  therefore  now,  as  it  wa» 
anciently,  temperate,  though  inclined  to  heat. 
The  rays  of  the  sun  are  powerful  even  in  winter  ; 
and  the  summer,  particularly  when  the  Sirocco 
wind  blows,  is  sultry  and  sometimes  oppressive. 
The  heat,  however,  is  never  intolerable,  as  the  air 
is  frequently  cooled  by  breezes  from  the  moun- 
tuns,  and  on  the  southern  coast  refreshed  by  a 
j^egular  gale  from  the  sea.  The  breeze  rises  about 
eight  in  the  morning,  and  blows  without  inter- 
ruption till  four  in  the  afternoon,  delightfully 
tempering  the  burning  suns  of  Naples,  and 
sweeping    before    it    the    sullen    vapours    that 
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brood  over  the  torrid  regions  of  the  Campagna. 
The  windings  and  recesses  of  the  mountains  also 
afford^  as  they  ascend^  several  retreats,  vc^here^  in 
the  greatest  heats  of  summer,  and  during  the 
very  fiercest  glow  of  the  dog-days,  the  traveller 
may  enjoy  the  vernal  coolness  and  the  mild 
temperature  of  England.  Of  this  description  are 
the  baths  of  Lucca,  situated  in  a  long  withdraw- 
ing vale,  and  shaded  by  forests  of  chesnuts  ;  such 
is  Vallombrosa,  encircled  by  the  forests  of  the 
Apennine;  and  such  too  is  the  situation  of 
the  Sabine  Villa  of  Horace,  concealed  in  one  of 
the  woody  dells  of  Mount  Lucretilis,  where  the 
oak  and  the  ilex  waft  a  refreshing  coolness  and 
-secure  the  most  delightful  shade.  Though  rain 
is  not  frequent  during  the  spring  and  summer 
months,  yet  occasional  showers  j&ill  in  sufficient 
abundance  to  refresh  the  air  and  revive  the  face  of 
nature.  These  showers  are  generally  accompa- 
nied by  thunder  stotms,  and  when  these  occur  at 
the  untimely  season  of  the  harvest^  they  often  are 
the  occasion  of  considerable  mischief.  Such  periodi- 
cal rains,  and  the  accidental  showers,  the  local  effects 
of  the  surrounding  mountains  and  seas,  and- even 
the  clouds  and  storms  of  winter,  are  but  transient 
and  temporary  interruptions  of  the  general  sere- 
nity that  constitutes  one  of  the  principal  advan- 
tages of  this  delightful  climate.  A  traveller  re- 
turning to  England,  and  finds  himself  wrapped  in 
the  impenetrable  gloom  of  a  London  fog,  or  sees 
the  gay  months  of  May  and  June  clouded  with 
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perpetual  vapours,  eaonot  but  turn  his  recollec- 
ikm  with  coniplacency  to  the  pure  azure  that 
canopies  Rome  and  Naples,  and  contemplates  in 
thought  and  with  regret  the  splendid  tints  that 
adorn  the  vernal  skies  of  Italy ;  a  country,  in  truth, 
which  none  ever  saw  for  the  first  time  but  with 
astonishment  and  delight,  quitted  it  without  reluc* 
tance,  or  revisited  but  with  renewed  pleasure. 

In  the  midst  of  such  considerations,  let  us  never 
lose  sight  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  under 
which  our  illustrious  and  beloved  traveller  was 
compelled  both  to  commence  and  close  her  tra- 
vels. Her  Royal  Highness  quitted  the  duller  cli- 
^mate  of  England,  to  seek  repose  and  protection  in 
a  country,  whose  circumstances  might  produce  a 
Signified  employment  for  the  mind,  and  whose 
elimate  should  be  conducive  to  health.  As  Prin- 
cess of  Wales,  she  voluntarily  put  aside  the  frivo- 
lous round  of  pomp,  magnanimously  refused  to 
increase  the  burthens  of  the  British  people  by 
accepting  an  increase  of  revenue  voted  her  by 
Parliament ;  and  to  avoid  the  bitter  cup  of  perse- 
eution  continually  forced  upon  her,  she  sought 
the  refuge  which  a  visit  to  the  land  of  her  birth 
and  to  Italy  might  be  rationally  expected  to  af- 
ford ;  and  when,  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  the  quiet  she  sought  was  obtained,  her 
ardent  mind  was  further  engaged  in  learned  re- 
searches of  enterprise  and  danger.  But  even  here, 
and  in  this  honourable  path  of  distinction,  the 
wanton  spirit  of  persecution  which  drove  her  from 
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fiagbmil,  unrelentingly  parscved  her  to  her  digni^ 
^d  retreat ;  and  in  the  eharac^r  of  Qaeeti  Con^rt 
of  Great  Britain,  she  justly  conisidered  lierself  im- 
pelled to  quit  scenes  in  whieh,  in  her  former  sta^ 
tion,  she  might  liave  ei\joyed  quiet,  and  vindicate 
ihe  insulted  laws  of  morals  and  humanity,  by  an 
appeal  to  her  sympathising  and  generous-hearted 
subjects.  To  estimate  properly  her  Majesty's  suf- 
ferings, we  must  therefore  take  into  account  the 
frequency  and  the  nature  of  the  disturbing  inter- 
luptions  with  which  the  hand  of  power  has  as- 
sailed her ;  and  the  clear  and  defined  knowledge 
of  the  countries  in  which  she  was  resident,  is 
strictly  essential  to  this  point. 

To  return  to  our  route  in  the  Milanese,  in  which 
^strict  was  the  first  residence  of  the  Princess.  It 
will  be  proper  to  remind  the  reader,  that  this  is 
properly  the  agricultural  part  of  Italy ;  and  the 
management  of  which  most  nearly  assimilates  ta 
our  notions  of  agricultural  management,  although 
differing  sufficiently  to  make  a  particular  account 
f<}{  it  highly  interesting  to  us. 

From  Turin,  on  the  way  to  Milan,  lies  Vercelli^ 
1^  city  of  great  antiquity,  which  still  retains  its 
Roman  name,  and  probably  containing  as  great  a 
population  as  in  Roman  times.  It  enjoyed  alran- 
aent  gleam  of  liberty  and  independence  in  the 
middle  ages,  but  never  rose  to  any  extraordinary- 
celebrity.  It  is  at  present  a  handsome  and  flou- 
rishing town ;  but,  except  the  beautiful  portico  ci 
its  cathedral,  it  possesses  few  remarkablo.  objects* 
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49tod :hf  .^   di^TBiMAn^ry  eolooabl    statue   df 
Sb  Gba)rle9  Baftoraeo^  an  ^xemplaiT!  ssxMnnhop 
i0f  MSIteiJ  '  The  atotofr  is  eitoted  )DA.<lte  sunnmt^qf 
a  ISSk  lieas  the  tows.    It  represents  tire  archbishop 
in  an  attkudff  eqdallyapfxropriate  to  hie  office  and 
to  liis  benevc^nt  feelings,    as  tirr&ed  toWarda 
lifiian,  add  with  an  extended  arm  \rap\aimg  tibe 
bcaiedietion  of  heaven  upon  its  inhabitMits^    it  la 
wofpotteA  bjr  a  nnK^ble  pedestal  of  fbrty^t^o  feet 
in  height^  md  is  itself  seventy ;  it  is  of  hvda^ 
audi  is   soppoaed  to  be   very   ^e)y  executed^ 
IBt  ChaAss  seems  more  fitHy  entitled  to  the  h^ 
floors  of  a  skatae,  thatk  most  of  the  exalted  piiL 
aMages;to  whom  we  areacetistom\ed  to  ste  iSHUtA 
elected.     He  daims  it  nnder  a  double  i^Btpene^', 
h&Hk  asi  a  blameless  aod  vittuoua  priest,  emA  a^^ 
pojbfie  bendaetor.    It  must  also  be  asknewledged; 
tint  soeii  a  monmnent  of  publae  gcatitiuk*  ai»d  ve^ 
neratieii  ia  hagUy:  honourable  to  tAie  people  wfaa 
euBceffed  and  «eeted  it.    It  bespeaks  pniblie  feeU 
ittgs  grand  and  capacious^  and^  while  it  fiur  mu^ 
passes  tbe  dhninntiYe  Aakinetions  of  modem  my 
tions,  it  emnlates  tbe  style  and  imperial  honours 
ef  the  Romans.    A  little  above  die  town  of  Arona 
stands  a  castle  now  in  ruins.    It  was  once  the 
prindpal  residence  of  the  Borromeanfimiily,  where 
St.  Cbarles  was  bom ;  yet  neither  this  circonn^ 
st»ice,nor  ita  strength  and  commanding  position^ 
eonld  secure  it  against  neglect  anddecay. 
ki  tins  immediate  nei^bouihood  is  the  Semr 
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pione^  or  Simplon,  a  remarkftbk  mountain;  the 
liigfaest  of  the  Italian  Alps:  it  is  covered  vnUi 
perpetual  snow>  and  is  of  some  celebrity,  from  the 
passage  of.  the  French  amnes  over  it  previous  tc^ 
the  battle  of  Marengo.    A  road  is  now  formed 
over  it  upon  a  grand  scale,  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, for  die  purpose  of  evening  an  easy  and 
<20mmodious   communication  with  l^lan.     llie 
most  difficult  part  of  the  road  commences  at  the 
spot  where  a  torrent  bursts  through  a  vast  chicsni 
in  the  rodk,  and  rushes  headlong  into  a  valley. 
A  bridge  is  thrown  over  this  chasm,  and  the  road 
then,  like  all  the  passages  of  the  Alps,  follows  the 
windings  of  the  defile  and  the  course  of  the  tOTrent,.. 
sometimes  on  a  level  with  its  bank,  and  at  other 
times  raised  along  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and 
1)n  the  verge  of  a  precipice.    The  solid  rock  has 
been  blown  up  by  mining  with  gunpowder,  for  the 
enlargement  of  the   passage ;  and  in  one  spot; 
where  the  mass  of  granite  which  overhung  the- 
torrent  was  too  vast  to  be  misplaced,  and  too  pro- 
.minent  to  be  worked  externally,  it  was  hollowed 
out,  and  an  opening  made  of  about  sixty  feet  in 
length,  twelve  in  breadth,  and  as  many  in  height 
The  descent  is  very  gradual,  and  in  the  highest  de- 
gree safe  and  commodious.    It  now  forms  the 
principal  communication  between  Italy,  France,, 
and  Switzerland ;  since  no  art  nor  labour  can  ren- 
der the  neighbouring  moxmtains,  Cenis,  St.  Ber- 
nard, or  St.  Gothard,  by  any  means  so  secure  and 
practicable.    The  village  which  gives  its .  name  to 
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the  motintain^  does  not  stand  on,  but  near  the 
summit,  and  is  called  by  its  inhabitants  Sempelen- 
dorf.  A  few  miles  to  the  northward  of  Arona 
lies  the  celebrated  Lake  Maggiore ;  on  the  lake  i$ 
situated  a  large  and  handsome  village,  called 
Laveno ;  and  close  to  this,  on  the  northern  side« 
there  rises  a  rough  and  craggy  mountain,  that 
pours  a  constant  stream  in  a  cascade  from  its 
front.  In  the  front  of  the  village  spreads  the 
widest  expansion  of  the  lake.  The  ancient  name 
of  this  lake  was  Verbanus;  its  modern  appella- 
tion is  derived  from  its  greater  magnitude,  or 
rather  from  its  superior  beauty,  for  in  this  latter 
quality  only  is  the  neighbouring  lake  of  Como 
inferior  to  it.  Opposite  the  bay  of  the  village 
Laveno  there  opens  another  bay,  and  in  the 
centre  of  the  latter  rise  the  Borromean  islands, 
which  are  considered  the  principal  ornaments  of 
the  lake,  and  are  ranked  indeed  among  the 
wonders  of  Italy.  The  widest  part  of  the  Lago 
Maggiore  is  about  seven  or  eight  miles,  while  the 
depth  is  not  less  than  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
feet !  The  imagination  takes  alarm  at  the  idea  of 
skimming,  in  a  light  and  frail  boat,  over  the 
surface  of  such  a  tremendous  abyss.  The  first 
island  of  this  lake  in  fame,  as  well  as  the  most 
attractive  in  appearance,  is  tailed  the  Isola  Bella, 
or  the  Beautiful  Island ;  it  derives  its  appellation 
of  Beautiful  from  the  palace  and  gardens  which 
cover  its  surface.  The  palace  stands  on  the 
extremity  of  the  island,  and  almost  hangs  over 
6.  a 
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the  water^  -The  ecesies  here,  iadeed^  seem  to 
realize  the  tales  of  fairy  land,  and  a  trayeller 
from  the  heavy  and  busy  scenes  of  Eng^d 
moves  and  breathes  as  it  were  in  a  new  element, 
It  contains  upon  the  lower  story  a  suite  of  rooms 
fitted  up  in  the  style  of  grottoes^  and  is  paved, 
lined,  and  even  arched  with  spars^  shells,  and 
partly-coloured  marbles,  and  in  appearance  de? 
lightfuUy  cool  and  refreshing.  Two  magnificent 
saloons  in  the  principal  story  form  the  state 
apartments.  The  garden  occupies  nearly  the 
whole  island. .  It  consists  of  a  vast  pyramid,^ 
formed  of  ten  terraces  arising  above  each  other, 
and  terminating  in  a  square  platform.  These 
terraces  have  gravel  walks  their  whole  length; 
they  are  bordered  with  the  most  ei^quisite  flowers, 
and  their  walls  are  covered  with  the  choicest 
fruit-trees.  Rows  of  orange  and  citron  shade 
the  walks,  and  gigantic  statues,  which  when 
viewed  at  near  distances  appear  grotesque^ 
crowd  the  angles  and  front  of  the  palace.  These 
delightful  parterres  are  watered  by  fountains 
that  rise  in  different  parts  of  the  edifice,  and  fall 
in  sheets  from  marble  vases.  The  area  of  the 
pyramid  covers  a  space  of  four  hundred  feet 
square ;  the  platform  on  its  summit  is  fifty  feet 
square,  and  its  elevation  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  terraces  are  supported  by  arcades, 
which  form  so  many  grand  galleries  or  green- 
houses, in  which  the  more  delicate  plants  and 
flowers   are   placed  during  the  winter  season* 
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The  form  and  arrtogemedt  of  this  splendid  garden 
have  been  the  subject  of  great  admiration  during 
part  of  the  last  century,  and  the  Isola  Bella  has 
been  represented  by  many  as  a  terrestial  para* 
dise,  an  enchanted  island.  The  most  respectable 
writers  and  travellers  have  pronounced  it  to  be 
the  finest  and  most  charming  summer  residence 
in  the  known  world,  and  considered  the  epithet 
"  enchanted**  as  scarcely  misapplied  to  it.  The 
difference  of  taste  in  landscape  gardening  has 
however  in  modem  times  moderated  the  ex- 
uberance of  this  praise;  but  if  the  spot  was 
before  too  higly  extolled,  it  must  be  said  that 
it  is  now  too  much  neglected. 

Praise  is  certainly  due  to  the  man  who  had 
taste  and  discernment  enough  to  select  such 
a  spot  for  his  residence,  and  the  more  as  it  was 
originally  a  bare  and  craggy,  or  rather  shapeless 
rock,  and  had  no  recommendation,  its  site  being 
till  then  unnoticed.  In  the  next  place  it  would 
be  unjust  not  to  applaud  the  nobleman,  who, 
instead  of  wasting  his  income  in  the  fashionable 
amusements  of  a  neighbouring  capital,  devoted 
it  to  works  which  gave  employment  to  thousands 
of  hands,  diffused  riches  over  a  large  extent 
of  country,  and  converted  barren  rocks  into 
productive  and  populous  islands.  Edifices  that 
give  a  permanent  beauty  to  a  country;  that 
exercise  the  taste  and  talents  of  the  age  in 
which  they  are  erected,  and  become  monuments 
of  that  taste  and  of  those  talejits  to  posterity. 
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are  proofs  of  public  spirit^  and  deserve  our 
praise  and  acknowledgement*  To  us  as  English- 
men, and  more  especially  to  our  Royal  traveller, 
these  feelings  are  forced  upon  us  by  the  contrast 
between  these  scenes  and  the  tasteless  and 
unaccountable  extravagance  of  our  own  rulers 
in  the  erection  of  their  palaces.  To  this  we  may 
add/  as  to  the  Isola  Bella,  that  if  pleasant  walks 
at  all  seasons^  and  the  most  delicious  fruit  in 
abundance,  be  objects  of  importance  in  gar- 
dening ;  we  must  allow  the  merit  of  utility  to  an 
arrangement  which  multiplies  space,  sunshine, 
and  shade,  and  adapt  itself  in  some  measure  to 
l9ie  state  of  the  weather  and  to  the  fancy  of  the 
proprietor.  However,  even  modern  taste  will 
be  gratified  and  delighted  with  a  grove,  lining 
the  north  side  of  the  garden,  formed  of  various 
evergreens,  but  particularly  of  the  bay-laurel, 
of  great  height  and  most  luxuriant  foliage. 
A  path  winding  in  an  easy  curve  through  this 
thicket  leads  to  a  town,  and  thence  to  a  palace, 
fhis  grove,  from  its  resemblance  to  domestic 
scenery,  awakens  pleasing  recollections  in  the 
mind  of  an  English  traveller.  A  high  wall  sur- 
rounds the  whole  island,  but  it  is  so  constructed 
as  to  form  a  terrace,  and  thus  to  aid  the  prospect. 
This  prospect,  particularly  from  the  top  of  the 
pyramid,  is  truly  magnificent — The  vast  expanse 
of  water  immediately  under  the  eye,  with  the 
neighbouring  islands,  covered  with  houses,  and 
trees;  the  bay  of  Magotzo,  bordered  with  lofty 
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hills  westward;  eastward  the  town  of  Laveno, 
with  its  towerbg  mountain ;  to  the  south  Stresa ; 
the  winding  of  the  lake,  with  numberless  villages, 
sometimes  on  the  margin  of  the  water,  sometimes 
on  gentle  swells,  and  sometimes  on  the  sides  and 
craggs  of  mountains;  to  the  north,  first  the 
little  town  of  Palanza  at  the  foot  of  a  bold 
promontory,  then  a  succession  of  villages  and 
mountains  bordering  the  lake  as  it  stretches  in 
a  bold  sweep  towards  the  Alps,  and  loses  itself 
amid  their  vast  snow-crowned  pinnacles.  The 
banks  of  the  lake  are  well  wooded,  and  finely 
varied  with  a  perpetual  intermixture  of  vineyard 
and  forest,  of  arable  and  meadow,  of  plain  and 
mountain.  This  latter  circumstance  indeed  par- 
ticularly characterizes  the  Lago  Maggiore,  and 
distinguishes  it  from  the  others,  which  are 
enclosed  in  a  perpetual  and  uninterrupted  ridge 
of  mountains ;  while  here  the  chain  is  firequently 
broken  by  intervening  plains  and  expansive 
valleys.  This  interruption  not  only  enlivens  its 
surface  by  admitting  more  light  and  sunshine, 
but  apparently  adds  to  its  extent,  by  removing 
its  boundaries,  and  at  the  same  times  gives  a 
greater  elevation  to  the  mountains,  by  bringing 
them  into  contrast  with  the  plains.  Another 
circumstance,  common  indeed  to  all  these  lakes, 
contributes  much  to  enliven  their  borders ;  it  is, 
that  all  the  villages,  with  their  churches,  are 
built  of  white  stone,  and  have,  particularly  in 
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Ahtajit  perspective  and  in  high  situations,  a  very 
;5pleiiLdid  and  palace-Kke  appearance.     . 

The  bank  nearest  to  the  Isola  Bella  is  formed 
of  a  bold  swell  covered  with  a  forest,  and  inter- 
sected by  several  dells,  which  are  the  beds 
of  mountain-torrents.  The  foliage  of  this  forest 
Was  even  at  this  season  of  a  fresh  and  vivid 
green,  and  it  harmonized  admirably  with  the 
gleam  of  the  waters  below,  and  the  deep  azure 
of  the  firmament  above.  On  the  side  of  the 
island  that  faces  this  forest,  a  church  with  a  few 
houses  form  a  little  village. 

About  half  a  mile  westward  from  the  Isola 
Bella  is  the  Isola  dei  Pescatori  (or  of  Fishermen) 
so  called  from  the.  ordinary  occupation  of  its 
itahabitants.  It  is  nearly  covered  with  houses, 
and  with  its  church  forms  a  pretty  object  in 
the  general  view,  but  has  no  claim  to  nearer 
inspection.  Its  population  amounts  to  about 
one  thousand. 

The  Isola  Madre  rises  at  the  distance  of  a  mile 
north  from  the  Isola  Bella.  The  southern  part  of 
this  island  is  occupied  by  terraces ;  its  northern 
side  is  covered  with  a  wood;  its  summit  is 
crowned  with  a  villa.  The  terraces  are  formed 
on  the,  slope  of  the  hill,  and  may  be  considered 
almost  as  natural;  the  villa  is  spacious,  but 
lodes  cold  and  uncomfortable.  The  wood  is 
f<mned  of  laurel,  cypress,  and  pine,  and  is  the 
more  beautiful  fox  being  neglected.    This  inland 
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I8  iudeed,  in  the  whole,  leas  disfigured  by  ilU 
directed  art,  and  for  that  reason  more  picturesque^ 
s^d  more  likely  to  please  English  travellers^ 
than  the  Isola  Bella,  notwithstanding  the  more, 
flattering  appellation  of  the  tatter. 

About  three  miles  from  Isola  Madre,  up  th^ 
bay  of  Magotzo,  and  lying  full  west,  lies  the 
town  of  Magotzo, 

The  little  town  of  Magotzo  is  situated  on  th0 
western  extremity  of  a  lake  which  is  nearly  oVaU 
three  miles  in  length,  in  breadth  one  and  a  half, 
bordered  on  the  south  and  north  by  hills,  bold 
but  not  too  steep,  wild,  yet  finely  wooded.  I^ 
is  separated  from  the  Lago  Maggiore  by  a  plain 
of  luxuriant  verdure,  divided  by  rows  of  poplaia 
into  numberless  meadows,  and  intersected  by 
a  narrow  stream  winding  along  the  road  side^ 
and  navigable  only  when  swelled  by  abundant 
rains.  This  streamlet  forms  a  communioatioi» 
between  the  two  lakes. 

In  this  neighbourhood  is  situated  Domo 
d'Ofisola ;  the  approach  lies  through  one  of  the 
most  delightful  valleys  that  perhaps  alpine  soli- 
tudes enclose,  or  the  foot  of  the  travellw  ever 
traversed.  It  is  from  two  to  seven  miles  wide, 
encompassed  by  mountains,  generally  a[  a  craggy 
and  menacing  aspect,  but  not  unfrequently 
softened  by  verdure,  wood,  and  cultivation.  It 
is  closed  at  one  end  by  the  towering  summit  of 
the  Simplon,  whitened  with  everlasting  snows. 
Through    the   middle   of  the   valley  ineanders 
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a  river  called  Tosa,  wide  and  smooth,  narrow 
and  rough,  alternately.  The  road  sometimes 
.  crosses  meadows,  sometimes  borders  the  stream, 
shaded  by  the  poplar,  the  lime,  and  the  weeping 
birch  :  here  it  winds  up  the  mountains,  and  edges 
the  brink  of  the  precipice,  and  there  intersects 
groves  and  vineyards,  passing  under  vines  which 
are  carried  over  it  on  trellis-work,  and  interwoven 
into  arbours  of  immense  length  and  impenetrable 
foliage. 

The  town  and  lake  of  Como,  so  famous  as  a 
residence  of  her  Majesty  during  part  of  her  stay 
in  Italy,  next  claims  attention.  It  lies  about  twen- 
ty-six miles  distant  from  Milan.  Como  is  like  most 
of  the  towns  between  the  Alps  and  the  Appenines, 
of  great  antiquity,  .and,  like  them,  also  owes  its 
origin  to  a  Gallic  tribe,  and  its  importance  to 
Roman  colonization.  For  the  latter  benefit  it 
was  indebted  partly  to  the  father  of  Pompey, 
and  partly  to  Julius  Caeser.  It  has  never  fallen 
to  its  lot  to  make  a  figure  in  the  world,  nor 
indeed  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  historiaii, 
either  by  its  glories  or  by  its  reverses ;  and  it 
seems  to  have  derived  from  its  humble  mediocrity 
a  greater  degree  of  security  and  quiet  in  the 
numberless  disasters  of  Italy,  than  any  of  the 
more  powerful  and  more  illustrious  cities  can 
boast  of.  Its  principal  advantage  is  its  situation, 
and  its  greatest  glory  is  the  reputation  of  one 
of  its  antient  denizens,  Pliny  the  younger.  Its 
situation  is  of  the  most  beautiful  description. 
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On  ihe  spul^em  extremity  of  the  lake  it  commands 
a  fine  prospect  of  that  noble  expanse  of  water, 
with  its  bold  and  varied  borders.     It  is  covered 
behind,  and  on  each'side,  with  fertile  hrlls.  It  is  an 
episcopal  town  of  some  extent,  and  altogether 
of  most  pleasing  appearance.    The  cathedral  is 
of  white  marble  and  of  a  mixed  architecture :  the 
front  is  of  light  and  not  inelegant  Gothic;  the 
nave  is  supported  by  Gothic  arches,  the  choir  and 
transepts  are  adorned  with.composite  pillars ;  and 
a  dome  rises  above  the  centre.    The  effect  of  the 
whole,  though  the  mixture  is  architecturally  in* 
correct,  is  not  unpleasant*    In  the  front  of  the 
cathedral,  there  is  a  statue  of  Pliny,  with  basso 
relievos  alluding  to  his  writings ;  and  on  each  side 
of  the  grand  entrance  is  an^inscriptionin  his  honour. 
A  writer  so  much  attached  to  his  country,  and 
so  fond  of 'fame  as  Pliny  seems  to  have  been, 
may  be  supposed  to  look  down  with  complacency 
on  the  honours  thus  zealously  paid  in  his  beloved* 
Como;   and  certainly  these  honours  are  justly 
due,  not  to  his  reputation  only,  but  to  his  public 
spirit,  as  few  citizens  «eem  to  have  conferred  so 
many  solid  benefits  on  their  country  as  he  did  oa 
Como:   he  established  or  contributed,  both  by 
his  example  and  munificence,  to  the  establishment 
of  a  school,  with  an  able  teacher  at  its^head ;  he 
provided  a  fund  for  the  support  of  free  children ; 
built  a  temple  to  contain  the  busts  of  the  emperors, 
which  he  had  presented  to  his  fellow  citizens; 
adorned  a  temple  with  a  bronze  statue  of  exquisite 
6.  s 
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workmanship ;  voluntarily  resided  a  legacy  in 
favour  of  Como ;  and  in  short  seized  every  occa- 
sion of  manifesting  his  affection  for  the  town  and 
its  inhabitants.  Few  characters,  in  truth,  appear 
more  accomplished  and  more  amiable  than  that 
of  Pliny  the  younger.  Indefatigable  both  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  and  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  studies,  frugal  in  the  management  and 
generous  in  the  disposal  of  his  fortune,  gentle  m 
the  private  intercourse  of  society,  but  firm  and 
intrepid  in  his  public  capacity,  grateful  and 
affectionate  as  a  husband  and  friend,  just  as 
a  magistrate,  and  high-minded  as  a  senator,  he 
seems  to  have  possessed  the  whole  circle  o( 
virtues,  and  acted  his  part  in  all  the  relations 
of  life  wiUi  grace  and  with  propriety.  Nothing 
ean  be  more  pleasing  than  the  account  he  gives 
of  his  domestic  occupations ;  and  few  lesi^ons  are 
more  instructive  than  the  transcript  which  we  find 
in  his  epistles,  of  his  sentiments  and  feelings  on 
every  occasion  where  friendship,  merit,  virtue,  and 
patriotism  are  interested. 

Let  us  never  lose  sight  of  the  elevated  cast 
^mind,  and  the  pure  taste,  which  led  Her  Roysd 
Highness  to  appreciate  the  dignity  as  well  as  the 
beauties  of  this  spot.  A  place  which  possessed 
a  double  claim  to  her  close  attention ;  its  intrinsic 
value  as  one  of  the  most  magnificent  and  charming 
spots  to  be  found  in  Italy,  and  the  degree  of 
veneration  which  the  inestimable  character  just 
described  has  conferred  on  it. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


TOWN  AND  LAKE  OF  COMO.  131 

To  those  who  best  know  Her  Majesty,  the 
selection  of  the  Lake  of  Ck>mo  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence appeared  perfectly  natural. 

We  may  collect  that  at  so  remote  a  date  as 
that  of  Pliny,  Como  was  a  rich  flourishing  city, 
adorned  with  temples,  statues,  porticos,  and 
pillaged  gates,  and  encircled  with  large  and 
splendid  villas:  that  it  was  governed  by  dccu- 
rions,  inhabited  by  opulent  citizens,  and  endowed 
with  rich  lands.  In  most  of  these  respects  modem 
Como  does  not  perhaps  yield  to  the  ancient 
city.  The  cathedml,  in  materials,  magnitude, 
and  probably  in  decoration  though  not  in  style, 
equals  the  temple  of  Jupiter ;  and  ten  or  fifteen  other 
churches,  four  or  five  of  which  are  remarkable 
for  some  peculiar  excellence  or  other,  may  be 
deemed  is  ornamental  to  the  city  as  half  the 
number  of  temples.  One  of  these  churches,  that 
of  St.  Giovanni,  is  adorned  by  several  pillars 
which  are  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  a  portico 
which  Pliny  mentions  as  erected  in  his  days. 
Three  colleges  of  reputation,  and  as  many  public 
libraries,  are  modem  advantages,  which  Pliny 
would  have  l^en  extolled  with  rapture ;  and  far 
superior,  in  usefulness  it  must  be  owned,  even  to 
his'  collection  of  imperial  statues,  or  the  temple 
erected  for  their  reception.  To  complete  the 
resemblance  or  the. equality,  Como  is  still  govern- 
ed by  persons  of  birth  imd  property,  and  contains 
a  po{)ulatM»i  of  nearly  twenty  thousand  souls. 

The  view  of  the  lake  from  the  town  is  confined 
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to  a  small  bay  that  forms  the  harbour  of  Como ; 
but  the  view  of  the  town  from  the  lake,  taken 
at  the   distance  of  a  mile  from  the  quay,   is 
extremely  beautiful.   The  expanse  of  water  imme- 
diately under  the  eye,  the  boats  gliding  across 
it,  and  beyond  it  the  town,  with  its  towers  and 
domes,  situated  at  the  foot  of  three  conical  hills, 
all  of  them  green  and  wooded ;  that  in  the  middle 
is  crowned  with  a  crested  castle,  extending  its 
rsunpart  down  the  declivity,  and  on  both  sides 
bold  eminences,  chequered  with  groves  and  villas, 
form  altogether  a  varied  and  most  enchanting 
picture.     On  passing  the  little  promontory  that 
forms  the  harbour,  there  appears  a  fine  sheet 
of  water  of  seven  miles,  with  the  pretty  little 
town  of  Carnobio,  full  before  us,  aend  on  our  left 
an  opening  between  the  hills,  through  which  may 
be  discovered  Mount  St.  Bernard,  covered  with 
perpetual  snows.    The  mountains  on  both  sides 
rise  to  a  great  elevation,  sometimes  ascending 
abruptly  from  the  lake  itself,   and    sometimes 
swelling  gradually  from  its  borders,  but  always 
shaded  with  forests  of  firs  and  chesnuts,  or  clad 
with  vines  and  olives.    But  whether  steep  or 
sloping,  the  declivities  are  enlivened  by  num- 
berless  villas,    villages,    convents,    and    towns^ 
seated  sometimes  on  the  very  verge  of  the  water, 
sometimes  perched  on  craggs  and  precipices ; 
in  some  places  embosomed  in  groves,  in  others 
towering  on  the  submits  of  the  mountains.    This 
mixture  of  solitude  and  of  animation,  of  grandeur 
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and  of  beauty,  joined  with  the  brightness  of  the 
sky,  the  smoothness  bf  the  lake,  and  thi  warm 
beams  of  the  isun  playing  upon  its  surface,  giire 
inexpressible  interest  to  the  scene,  and  excite 
delight  and  admiration  in  the  highest  degree. 

The  lake  of  Gomo  retains  its  antient  dimet^sions 
unaltered,  and  is  fifty  miles  in  length,  from  three 
to  six  in  breadth,  arid  from  forty  to  six  hundred 
feet  in  depth.  Its  form  is  serpentine,  and  its 
barks  are  indented  with  frequent  creeks  and 
harbours;  it  is  subject  to  suddeh  squalls,  and 
sometimes  even  when  calm  to  swells,  violent 
and  unexpected,  both  of  which  are  equally  dan- 
gerous. The  latter  are  more  frequently  expe- 
rienced in  that  branch  of  the  lake  that  terminates 
at  Como,  than  in  the  other  parts,  because  it  has 
no  outlet.  The  mountains  that  border  the  lake 
are  by  no  means  either  barren  or  naked ;  their 
lower  regions  being  generally  covered  with 
olives,  vines,  and  orchards ;  the  middle  is  en* 
circled  with  groves  of  chesriut  of  great  height 
und  expansion,  and  the  upper  regions  are  either 
downs,  or  forests  of  pine  and  fir,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  ridges  of  great  elevation, 
which  are  necessarily  either  naked,  or  covered 
with  eternal  snow.  Their  sides  are  seldom  formed 
of  one  continued  steep,  but  usually  interrupted 
by  fields  and  levels,  extending  sometimes  into 
wide  plains,  which  supply  abundant  &pace 
fw  every  kind  of  cultivation.  These  fertile 
plains  are  generally  at  one-third,  and  sometimes 
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at  two-thirds  of  the  total  elevation.  On  or  near 
these  leyels  are  most  of  the  towns  and  villages 
tnat  so  beautifully  diversify  the  sides  of  the 
mountains. 

Cultivation  is  not,  however,  the  only  source  of 
therichesof  the  territory  of  Como;  various  mines 
of  iron,  lead,  and  copper,  are  now,  as  they  were 
antiently,  spread  beneath  its  surface,  and  daily 
opened  in  the  bowels  of  its  mountains ;  besides 
quarries  of  beautiful  marble,  which  supply  Milan 
and  all  the  neighbouring  cities  with  the  materials 
and  ornaments  of  their  most  magnificent  churches. 
Nor  are  the  borders  of  the  lake  destitute  of 
literary  establishments.  Several  convents  and 
collegiate  churchek  keep  or  patronize  schools, 
and  spread  knowledge  and  civilization  over  the 
surface  of  a  country  apparently  rugged  and  aban- 
doned. Collegiate  churches,  especially  where  all 
the  canons,  without  exception,  are  obliged  to 
reside  (as  in  the  district  of  Milan,  and  indeed  in 
all  Catholic  countries)  nine  months  in  the  year, 
have  always  appeared  to  .me  of  great  utility  in 
the  country  in  general,  and  particularly  in  remote 
tracts  and  unfrequented  provinces.  The  persons 
promoted  to  stalls  in  these  establishments  are 
generally  such  as  have  acquired  reputation  as 
authors,  distinguished  themselves  in  universities 
and  colleges  as  professors,  or  rendered  themselves 
serviceable  as  tutors  in  private  education. '  To 
^ese  we  may  add,  that  the  decorations^  both 
external  and  internal  of  these  churches^  and  of 
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the  buildings  annexed  to  them,  not  only  give 
employment  almost  constant  to  numerous  artisans 
but  moreover  inspire  and  keep  alive  a  taste  for 
the  fine  arts;  and  to  the  number  of  such  esta- 
blishments, and  to  their  splendid  embellishments^ 
we  may  perhaps  ascribe  that  relish  for  music, 
painting,  sculpture  and  architecture,  and  that 
nice  discernment  in  these  arts,  so  generally  pre- 
valent in  Italy,  and  observable  even  in  their 
peasants  and  labourers. 

On  doubling  a  verdant  promontory  on  the  right, 
and  bending  towards  the  eastern  bank,  we  landed 
at  a  villa  called  Pliniana;  it  owes  this  appel- 
lation, as  the  reader  will  easily  guess,  to  a  fa* 
mous  intermitting  fountain,  minutely  described 
bj  the  younger  Pliny.  It  is  situated  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice, 
from  which  tumbles  a  cascade,  amid  groves  of 
beeches,  poplars,  chesnuts,  and  cypresses.  A  ser- 
pentine walk  leads  through  these  groves,  and 
discovers,  at  every  winding,  some  new  and 
beautiful  view.  The  famous  fountain  bursts  from 
the  rock  in  a  small  court  behind  the  house,  and 
passing  through  under  the  story  falls  into  the 
lake.  Pliny's  description  of  it  is  inscribed  in 
large  characters  in  the  hall,  and  is  still  supposed 
to  give  an  accurate  account  of  the  phaenomenon. 
It  is  rather  singular  that  the  intervals  of  the  rise 
and  fall  of  this  spring  should  be  stated  differently 
by  tlie  elder  and  the  younger  Pliny,  both  .of 
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whom  must  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
observing  it.  The  former  represents  it  as  in- 
creasing and  decreasing  every  hour;  the  latter 
thrice  a-day  only.  According  to  some  modem 
observers,  the  ebb  and  flow  are  irregular;  but 
the  greater  number,  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
house,  assure  us,  that  now,  as  in  Pliny's  time» 
it  takes  place  usually  thrice  a-day ;  usually,  be- 
cause in  very  stormy  and  tempestuous  weather 
the  fountain  is  said  to  exhibit  the  influence  of 
the  disordered  atmosphere,  and  to  vary  consi- 
derably in  its  motions. 

Some  writers  have  supposed  that  one  of  the 
villas  which  Pliny  possessed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Como  occupied  this  site;  but  though 
he  had  many  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake,  he 
yet  describes  only  his  two  favourite  retreats, 
and  the  situation  of  the  Pliniana  corresponds 
with  neither.  The  one  was,  it  seems,  on  the  very 
verge  of  the  lake,  almost  rising  out  of  the  waters, 
and  in  this  respect  resembled  the  Pliniana.  The 
other  villa  might  possibly  have  stood  on  the 
neighbouring  promontory  of  Torno,  whence  it 
might  have  commanded  two  bays*  There  are 
indeed  many  situations  on  the  banks  of  the  lake 
which  correspond  with  Pliny's  descriptions,  and, 
consequently,  leave  us  at  a  loss  to  guess  at  the 
particular  spots  to  which  he  alludes.  A  little 
farther  on,  the  lake  first  contracts  itself  at 
Brienno,  remarkable  for  its  flourishing  laurels. 
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and  then  expands  again  and  makes  a  fine  sweep, 
which  forms  the  bay  of  Argegno,  a  busy  little 
town  and  the  mart  of  the  neighbouring  valleys,  *^ 

The  banks  still  continued  to  present  the  same 
bold  and  wood  scenery,  (as  Pliny  the  elder 
expresses  it)  which  is  the  constant  characteristic 
feature  of  the  lake  and  territory.  As  we  advance, 
we  pass  some  beautiful  bays  and  promontories, 
with  their  villas  and  villages.  Among  these 
are  Balbiano,  Lenna,  where,  some  years  ago,  a 
subterraneous  temple  was  discovered  with  a 
marble  statue  of  Diana,  and  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  which  took  its  name  without  doubt  from 
the  superior  extent  or  magnificence  of  the  man- 
sion which  formerly  occupied  the  same  spot, 
the  remains  of  pillars  are  discernible,  in  calm 
weather,  under  the  water  close  to  the  shore. 
Some  antiquaries  suppose  this  to  be  the  real 
site  of  Pliny's  villa :  he  could  not  indeed  have 
chosen  a  more  beautiful  spot,  nor,  if  we  may 
believe  the  general  opinion,  a  more  genial  cli- 
mate. Hence  its  productions,  such  as  aloes, 
capers,  &c.  seem  to  belong  to  a  more  southern 
sky,  and  surprise  us  by  their  blooming  appear- 
ance under  the  snowy  brows  of  the  Alps. 

This  particular  description  of  Como,  and  its 
singularly  beautiful  lake  and  scenery,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  lake  Maggiore,  although  Her  Royal 
Highness  made  no  stay  in  that  neighbourhood  at 
this  timCji  will  yet  be  deemed  of  sufficient  impor-*? 
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tance  to  the  reader,  inasmuch  as,  independent  of 
the  peculiar  interest  of  the  scenes  described,  it 
affords  the  key,  and  gives  the  character  of  Her 
Eoyal  Highnesses  tastes,  and  her  intentions  from 
the  time  of  her  first  arrival  in  Italy.  From  Como 
we  proceeded  to  Milan,  which  is  at  the  distance 
of  about  twenty-six  British  miles  southward,  over 
good  roads.  We  arrived  there  after  four  hoars 
pleasaat  travellmg. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Arrival  at  Milan. — General  Account  of  thai  City* 
lis  remarkable  public  B.dldings  and  Establish" 
menis. — Remarkable  Account  of  an  exemplary 
and  exalted  Character ^  Saint  Charles  Borromeo. 
The  Colleges  and  Hospitals  of  Milan.'^^Generai 
Character  of  its  Inhcdntants, — Her  Majesty  s 
Reception,  and  Society  at  Milan. 

Milan  may  be  ranked  among  the  few  cities 
of  Italy  which  have  risen  superior  to  the  devas- 
tation of  ages,  wars,  and  revolutions,  and  brought 
down  to  modem  times  the  greatest  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  their  antient  celebrity.  This  city 
may,  during  certain  periods  of  her  history,  haA^e 
enjoyed  greater  independence ;  but  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  for  any  length  of  time  she  could 
ever  boast  of  so  exuberant  a  population,  so  wide 
a  circumference,  or  such  a  durable  peace  and 
prosperity,  as  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the 
last  century.  Many,  we  well  know,  are  the 
blessings  which  accompany  independence;  but 
independence  or  exemption  from  a  foreign  in- 
fluence, is  only  a  partial  advantage  if  it  be  not 
perfected  by  liberty.  This  is  in  a  peculiar 
manner  elucidated  by  the  history  of  Milan,  which, 
from  its  situation,  the  fertility  of  the  surrounding 
country,  and  the  mildness  of  the  climate,  soop 
reached    a    respectability  of   condition  in  this 
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respect,  more  difficult  of  attainment  in  less  favour- 
ed countries. 

Milan  is  a  great  and  splendid  city,  near  eleven 
miles  in  circumference,  containing  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabitants.  Its 
general  appearance  does  not  however  corres- 
pond with  its  reputation;  the  streets  are  not 
always  either  wide,  or  regular,  or  well  built ;  and 
it  presents  few  edifices  of  magnificence  or  beauty 
sufficient  to  attract  particular  attention.  Of 
these^  the  cathedral,  without  doubt,  is  the 
principal.  It  is  situated  almost  in  the  centre  of 
the  city,  and  occupies  part  of  the  great  square; 
it  is  of  gothic  architecture,  and  its  materials  are 
white  marble.  In  magnitude  this  edifice  yields 
to  few  in  the  universe.  Inferior  only  to  the 
Vatican  of  Rome,  it  equals  in  length  and  in 
breadth  surpasses  the  cathedrals  of  Florence, 
and  Saint  Paul's;  in  the  interior  elevation  it 
yiends  to  both ;  but  in  its  exterior  it  exceeds 
both;  in  its  fretwork,  carving,  and  statues,  it 
goes  beyond  all  churches  in  the  world.  Saint 
Peters  itself  even  not  excepted.  Its  double 
aisles,  its  pillars,  its  lofty  arches,  the  lustre  of 
its  walls,  its  numberless  niches  all  filled  with 
marble  figures,  give  it  an  appearance,  novel  even 
in  Italy,  and  singularly  majestic.  In  the  front  of 
the  chancel,  and  almost  immediately  above  the 
steps,  rises  on  four  additional  steps  the  altar,  and 
behind  it  the  choir  in  a  semicircular  form. 

The  pillars  of  the  cathedral  of  Milan  are  more 
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than  ninety  feet  iji  height,  and  about  eight  in 
diameter.  The  dimensions  of  the  church  at  large 
are  as  follow :  in  length  four  hundred  and  ninety 
feet,  in  breadth  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  in 
interior  elevation  under  the  dome  two  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  and  four  hundred  in  exterior,  that 
is,  to  the  summit  of  the  tower.  The  pavement  is 
formed  of  marble  of  different  colours,  disposed  in 
various  patterns  and  figures.  The  number  of 
niches  is  very  great,  and  every  niche  has  its  statue, 
which,  together  with  those  placed  on  the  ballus- 
trade  of  the  roof,  are  reported  to  amount  to  more 
than  four  thousand.  Many  among  these  are  said 
to  be  of  great  merit. 

Over  the  dome  rises  a  tower  or  spire ;  in  ascend- 
ing this,  the  traveller  will  observe  that  the  roof  of 
the  church  is  covered  with  solid  blocks  of  marble, 
which  are  connected  together  by  a  powerful 
cement,  which  possesses  not  only  the  durability 
and  hardness,  but  the  colour  also  of  the  marble 
itself;  so  that  the  eye  of  the  observer  scarcely 
perceives  the  points  and  lines  in  which  the  joinings 
are  made,  and  the  whole  roof  appears  to  be  com- 
posed of  one  immense  piece  or  sheet  of  the  finest 
white  and  polished  marble.  The  singularity  and 
uncommon  splendour  of  this  roof  cannot  perhaps 
be  adequately  described.  The  prospect  of  the 
surrounding  country  and  objects  from  the  summit 
of  this  tower  is  grand  and  very  extensive ;  it  in- 
cludes the  whole  city  and  the  luxuriant  plain  of 
Milan  i  shews  its  intersection  in  every  part  with 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


442  hoiarkable:  chapel; 

mors  and  canals,  its  beautiful  display  of  gardens^ 
orchards,  yineyards,  and  groves ;  and  its  namerooB 
and  interesting  Tillages  and  towns ;  and  extends 
to  the  neighbouring  Alps,  which  unite  their  bleak 
ridges  with  the  milder  and  more  distant  Apen- 
nines, and  seem  to  compose  a  grand  and  natural 
frame  to  tiiis  picture  of  beauty  and  interest. 

In  its  materials  the  cathedral  of  Milan  certainly 
surpasses  all  the  churches  of  the  uniyerse,  the 
noblest  of  which  are  only  lined  and  coated  with 
marble,  while  this  is  entirely  built,  paved,  vaulted, 
and  roofed  with.the  same  substance,  and  that  of 
the  whitest  and  most  resplendent  kind. 

The  most  remarkable  object  in  the  interior  of 
this  church,  is  the  subterranean  chapel,  in  which 
the  body  of  Saint  Charles  Borromeo  reposes,  it 
is  immediately  under  the  dome,  its  form  is  octan* 
gular,  and  is  lined  with  silver ;  its  exterior  is 
divided  into  panels,  representing  the  principal 
actions  of  the  life  of  the  saint.  The  body  is 
deposited  in  a  shrine  of  rock  crystal,  on,  or  rather 
behind,  the  altar;  it  is  stretched  at  full  length, 
dressed  in  pontifical  robes,  vrith  the  crosier  and 
mitre.  The  £etce  is  exposed,  very  improperlyi 
because  much  disfigured  by  decay ;  a  deformity 
which  is  increased  and  rendered  more  hideous  by 
its  contrast  witii  the  splendour  of  the  vestments 
which  cover  the  body,  and  by  the  pale  ghastly 
light  that  gleams  from  the  aperture  above.  The 
inscription  over  this  chapel  or  mausoleum  was 
dictated  by  Saint  Charles  bims^f;  and  breathes 
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that  modesty  and   piety  which  so   peculiarly 
marked  his  character. 

If  eyer  a  human  being  deserved  such  honours 
from  his  fellow  creatures,  it  was  Saint  Charles 
Borromeo.  Princely  birth  and  fortune,  the  highest 
dignities,  learning,  talents,  and  accomplishments, 
qualities  so  apt  to  intoxicate  the  strongest  mind, 
eyen  in  the  soberness  of  mature,  I  might  say,  in 
the  sullenness  of  declining,  age,  shone  in  him, 
even  when  a  youth,  without imparing  that  humility, 
simplicity  of  heart,  disinterestedness  and  holiness, 
which  constituted  his  real  merit  and  formed  his 
most  honourable  and  permanent  distinction.  It 
was  his  destiny  to  render  to  his  people  those  great 
and  splendid  services  which  excite  public  applause 
and  gratitude,  and  to  perform  at  the  same  time 
those  humbler  duties  which,  though  perhaps  more 
meritorious,  are  less  conspicuous,  and  sometimes 
produce  moreobloquy  than  acknowledgement.  Thus 
he  founded  schools,  colleges,  and  hospitals,  built 
parochial  churches,  most  affectionately  attended 
his  flock  during  a  destructive  pestilence,  erected  a 
lazaretto,  and  served  the  forsaken  victims  with  his 
owBi  hands.  These  are  uncommon  duties ;  they 
are  magnificent  and  heroic,  and  are  ftrflowed  by 
forae  and  glory.  But  to  reform  a  clergy  and 
people,  depraved  and  almost  barbarized  by  ages 
of  war,  invasion,  internal  dissention,  and  by 
their  concomitant  evils,  famine,  pestilence,  and 
g^Qieral  misery ;  to  extend  his  influence  to  every 
part  of  an  immense  diocese^  including  some  of  the 
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wildest  regions  of  the  Alps,  to  visit  every  village 
in  person,  and  inspect  and  correct  every  disorder, 
are  oflSces  of  little  pomp  and  of  great  difficulty. 
Yet  this  laborious  part  of  his  pastoral  charge  he 
went  through  with  the  courage  and  the  perseve- 
rance of  an  apostle ;  and  so  great  was  his  success, 
that  the  diocese  of  Milan,  the  most  extensive  per- 
haps in  Italy,  as  it  contains  at  least  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  parishes,  became  a  model  of  decency, 
order,  and  regularity,  and  in  this  respect  has 
excited  the  admiration  of  every  impartial  observer. 
The  good  effects  of  the  zeal  of  St.  Charles  ex- 
tended far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  diocese ;  and 
most  of  his  regulations  for  the  reformation  of  his 
clergy,  such  as  the  establishment  of  seminaries, 
^arly  retreats,  &c.  were  adopted  by  the  Grallican 
church,  and  extended  over  France  and  Germany. 
Many  of  his  excellent  institutions  still  remain, 
and  among  others  that  of  Sunday  schools ;  and  it 
is  both  novel  and  affecting  to  behold  on  that  day, 
the  vast  area  of  the  cathedral  filled  with  children, 
forming  two  grand  divisions  of  boys  and  girls 
ranged  opposite  each  other,  and  these  again  sub- 
divided into  classes,  according  to  their  age  and 
capacities,  drawn  up  between  the  pillars,  while  two 
or  more  instructors  attend  each  class,  and  direct 
their  ijuestions  and  explanations  to  every  indivi- 
dual without  distinction.  A  clergyman  attends 
each  class,  accompanied  by  one  or  more  laymen 
for  the  boys,  and  for  the  girls  by  as  many  matrons. 
The  lay  assistants  are  said  to  be  oftentimes  per- 
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sonages  of  the  first  distinction.  Tables  aw  placed 
in  different  recesses,  for  writing.  This  admirable 
practice,  so  beneficial  and  so  edifying,  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  cathedral  or  even  to  Milan.  The  pious 
archbishop  extended  it  to  every  part  of  his  im- 
mense diocese,  and  it  is  observed  in  all  the  paro- 
chial churches  of  the  Milanese,  and  of  the  neigh- 
bouring dioceses,  of  such  at  least  as  are  suffraganis 
of  Milan. 

The  private  virtues  of  St.  Charles,  his  humility, 
self-command,  temperance^  industry,  prudence, 
and  fortitude,  were  not  inferior  to  his  public 
endowments.  His  table  was  for  his  guests ;  his 
own  diet  was  confined  to  bread  and  vegetables ; 
he  allowed  himself  no  amusement  or  relaxation, 
alleging  that  the  variety  of  his  duties  was  in  itself 
a  sufficient  recreation.  His  dress  aad  establish- 
ment was  such  as  became  his  rank,  but  in  private 
he  dispe&sed  with  the  attendance  of  servants,  and 
wore  an  under-dress  coarse  and  common ;  his  bed 
was  of  straw;  his  reposes  short;  and  in  all  the 
details  of  life,  he  manifested  an  utter  contempt  of 
personal  ease  and  indulgence. 

The  immense  charities  of  St.  Charles  exceed  the 
income  and  magnificence  even  of  sovereigns.  In 
every  city  in  which  he  had  at  any  time  resided,  he 
left  some  monument  of  useful  munificence,  a 
school,  a  fountain,  an  hospital,  or  a  college.'  Ten 
of  the  latter  establishments,  five  of  the  preceding, 
and  the  former  without  number,  still  remain  at 
Pavia,^  Bologna,  Milan,  and  in  all  the  towns  of  its 
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diocese.  Besides  these  public  foundations,  he 
bestowed  annually  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
crowns  on  the  poor,  and  added  to  it,  in  various 
cases  of  public  distress  during  his  life,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  crowns  more,  not  including 
numberless  extra  benefactions  conferred  upon  in- 
dividuals, whose  situation  claimed  peculiar  and 
perhaps  secret  relief.  The  funds  which  supplied 
these  boundless  charities  were  derived  partly  from 
his  own  estates,  and  partly  from  his  archiepiscopal 
revenue.  The  former,  as  he  had  no  expensive 
tastes  or  habits  to  indulge,  were  devoted  entirely 
to  beneficence ;  the  latter  he  divided,  according  to 
the  ancient  custom,  into  three  parts ;  one  of  which 
was  appropriated  to  the  building  and  reparation 
of  churches,  and  edifices  connected,  with  diem ; 
the  second  was  allotted  to  the  poor,  and  the  third 
employed  in  the  domestic  expenditure  of  the  bishop . 
But  of  the  whole  income,  the  humble  and  disinte- 
rested prelate  ordered  an  account  to  be  submitted 
annually  to  the  diocesan  synod. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  such  virtues  should  have 
engaged  most  powerfully  the  affection  of  his  flock 
during  his  life,  and  that  after  his  death  they  should 
be  recollected  with  gratitude  and  veneration. 

To  the  English  reader,  this  most  excellent  and 
exemplary  conduct  may  appear  extraordinary,  and 
this  most  unhappily,  from  the  comparison  which  he 
will  be  obliged,  however  reluctantly,  to  draw  be- 
tween the  labours  and  virtues  of  this  worthy  pre- 
late, and  the  general  conduct  of  his  own  clergy. 
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He  will  not  perhaps  be  aware,  that  in  the 
early  ages  of  Christianity,  the  endowment  of  the 
clergy  was  upon  the  express  condition  of  the  due 
performance  of  such  attentions  and  such  hospita- 
lities, to  the  amount  of  a  large  and-'fixed  propor- 
tion of  the  sum  so  granted  to  its  care ;  and  that 
this  state  of  things  actually  remained  in  practice, 
until  the  confiscations  which  took  place  among 
other  disgraceful  acts  of  Henry  the  Eighth- 

To  contemplate  the  scenes  of  St.  Charles's 
exertions,  and  observe  the  strange  coincidences 
above  alluded  to,  will  be  allowed  to  be  perfectly 
natural  to  her  Royal  Highness,  and  to  all  those 
who  had  the  happiness  and  advantage  to  be  near 
her,  and  who  were  acquainted  with  the  real 
causes  of  her  sufferings  and  sorrows. 

To  return  to  the  cathedral:  Of  the  statues 
crowded  in  and  around  the  edifice,  I  have  already 
observed,  that  many  are  highly  esteemed,  and 
some  much  admired.  Of  the  latter,  that  of  St. 
Bartholomew  is  the  first,  which  stands  in  the 
church,  and  represents  the  apostle  as  holding 
his  own  skin,  which  had  been  drawn  off  like  dra- 
pery over  his  shoulders.  The  play  of  the  muscles 
is  xepresented  with  an  accuracy  that  rather  ter- 
rifies than  pleases  the  spectator.  The  sculptor 
may  have  just  reason  to  compare  himself,  as  the 
inscription  implies,  to  Praxiteles ;  but  his  master- 
piece is  certainly  better  calculated  for  a  school 
of  anatomy,  than  for  the  embellishment  of  a 
church.   The  exterior  of -the  chancel  is  lined  with 
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marble,  divided  into  panels,  each  of  which  has 
its  basso  relievo  ;  the  interior  is  wainscoted,  and 
carved  in  a  very  masterly  manner.  The  whole 
of  the  chancel  was  erected  by  St.  Charles  Bor- 
romeo :  two  large  pulpits  stand  on  each  side  of 
the  entrance ;  that  on  the  right,  appropriated  to 
the  reading  of  the  gospel,  rests  upon  four  bronze 
figures,  representing  the  four  mysterious  animals 
of  Ezekiel ;  that  on  the  left  is  supported  by  the 
four  doctors  of  the  Latin  church,  in  the  same 
metal. 

But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enumerate  all  the 
ornaments  of  this  church,  but  merely  to  enable 
the  reader  to  form  a  general  idea  of  its  magnitude 
and  decorations. 

From  these  edifices,  therefore,  we  pass  to  the 
Ambrosian  library,  an  establishment  which  owes 
its  existence  entirely  to  the  munificence  of  Car- 
dinal Federigo  Borromeo,  nephew  of  the  Saint, 
and  his  successor  in  the  See  of  Milan.  This 
prelate,  who  seems  to  have  inherited  the  virtues, 
if  not  the  talents  of  his  uncle,  began  to  collect 
books  when  a  student  at  Rome,  and  enlarging  his 
plan  as  he  advanced  in  age  and  dignities,  at 
length,  when  raised  to  the  archbishopric,  erected 
an  edifice,  placed  his  collection  in  it,  and  opened 
it  to  the  public  under  the  title  of  Bibliotheca 
Ambrosiana.  It  contains  about  forty  thousand 
volumes,  and  more,  it  is  said,  than  fifteen  thou- 
sand manuscripts.  There  is  also  annexed  to  this 
library  a  gallery  of  pictures,   statue%  antiques, 
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and  medala,  which  formerly  bontaioed  many  arti* 
cle«  of  great  variety  and  reputation;  The  ceilingf 
is  adorned  with  paintings,  and  the  space  between 
the  bookcases  and  the  cornice  filled  up  by  the 
portraits  of  the  most  eminent  authors,  whose 
writings  are  deposited  below. 

It  is  well  known  that  one  of  the  most  valuable 
articles  in  this  library  was  a  manuscript  collec*- 
tion  of  various  works  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  ac- 
companied with  drawings,  designs,  &c.  which  had 
been  presented  to  it  by  a  citizen  of  the  name  of 
Galeas  Arconati,  who  generously  refused  vast 
sums  offered  for  this  precious  deposit ;  and,  to 
secure  its  possession  to  his  country,  consigned  it 
to  the  Ambrosian  library,  as  to  an  inviolable 
sanctuary.  The  reputation  of  Da  Vinci,  whose 
genius  ranged  over  all  the  sciences  at  pleasure, 
and  shone  with  equal  .lustre  in  poetry,  painting, 
architecture,  and  philosophy,  gave  these  volumes, 
of  sufficient  importance  in  themselves,  an  ines- 
timable value  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen,  who 
accordingly,  with  the  enthusiasm  for  the  arts 
which  distinguishes  the  modern  Italians,  as  ho- 
nourably as  it  did  the  ancient  Greeks,  erected  a 
marble  statue  to  the  donor,  and  enregistered  his 
name  among  the  public  benefactors  of  the  city. 

In  the  refectory,  or  hall  of  the  convent  of  the 
Dominicans,  was,  as  is  well  known,  the  celebrated 
picture  of  the  Last  Supper,  of  the  same  painter, 
and  supposed  to  be  his  masterpiece. 

Duriiu^  the  invasion  of  the  country  by  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


^# 


150  CONVENTS. 

French,  the  convent  was .  suppressed,  the  hall 
turned  into  a  store-room  of  artillery,  and  the 
picture  served  as  a  target  for  the  sdldiers  to 
fire  at  The  heads  of  the  figures  were  their 
favourite  marks,  and  that  of  our  Saviour  in  pre- 
ference to  the  others.  Their  impiety,  though 
wanton,  and  to  them  unprofitable,  was  impotent, 
and  may  be  passed  over  with  contemptuous  ab- 
horrence; but  their  barbarism  in  de&cing  a 
masterpiece,  which,  though  in  decay,  was  still 
a  model  in  the  art,  succeeded  to  the  full  eirtent 
even  of  their  mischievous  wishes,  and  has  erased 
for  ever  one  of  the  noblest  specimens  of  paint- 
ing in  the  world.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
the  annals  of  war  record  any  such  violent  and 
unnecessary  outrage. 

In  colleges,  hospitals,  and  establishments  of 
charity  in  general,  Milan  was  always  most  splep- 
didly  endowed,  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
princely  munificence  of  St»  Charles.  Of  the 
former,  the  college  of  Brera,  once  belonging  to 
the  Jesuits,  is  the  pricipal ;  it  contained  twelve 
hundred  students,  besides  professors,  masferSi 
and  teachers ;  it  is  of  vast  extent,  and  consider- 
able magnificence. 

The  seminary,  and  the  Helvetic  college,  par- 
ticularly the  latter,  are  adorned  in  the  same 
manner  with  courts  and  porticos,  and  furnished 
with  noble  halls  and  libraries. 

The  hospital  Maggiore  is  an  immense  edifice ; 
its  principal  court,  for  it  has  several;  is  more 
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thati  three  hundred  feet  square ;  it  is  lined  with 
a  double  portico,  supported  by  columns  of  gra- 
nite :  the  lower  order  is  Ionic,  the  upper  Com* 
posite:  it  contains  more  than  twelve  hundred 
persons,  and  has  halls  appropriated  to  different 
trades,  and  to  working  convalescents. 

The  Lazaretto  is  a  spacious  quadrangle  of 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and 
twelve  hundred  in  breadth.  It  contains  about 
three  hundred  rooms,  with  fire-places;  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  stream,  and  admirably  adapted  for 
the  residence  of  epidemical  patients,  by  its  airi* 
ness  and  cleanness.  In  the  centre  of  the  court 
stands  a  chapel,  so  contrived,  that  the  priest  at 
the  altar  may  be  seen  by  the  sick  in  their  beds. 
The  pillars  that  support  the  portico  are  slender^ 
and  distant  from  each  other ;  yet  the  solidity^ 
uniformity,  and  immensity  of  this  edifice,  give  it 
a  grand  and  very  striking  appearance.  It  has  in 
modern.times  been  used  as  barracks. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Milan,  Her  Royal 
Highness  determined  to  discharge  one  of  her 
eouriers,  although  he  remained  in  the  suite  until 
our  arrival  at  Florence.  Sir  William  Gell  received 
Her  Royal  Highnesses  directions  to  engage  a 
person  of  character  as  courier,  to  fill  the  place  of 
him  about  to  be  discharged.  Sir  William  in  his 
enquiries  found  a  gentleman  of  suitable  man- 
ners and  appearance,  M.  Bergami,  who  was 
recommended  in  the  strongest  manner  by  the 
Marquis  <jj|ttisiUieri,  Ae  Austrian  Grand  Cham- 
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berlain.  M.  Bergami  was  represented  by  the 
Marquis  to  be  descended  from  a  family  of  great 
respectability,  but  who  had  lost  a  fortune  during 
the  French  revolution.  He  was  recommended  to 
Her  Royal  Highness's  service  in  the  strongest 
manner,  and  in  the  confidence  that  his  fidelity 
and  propriety  of  conduct  would  ensure  him  Her 
Royal  Highness's  protection,  and  a  promotion  of 
olBice ;  being  in  all  respects  a  perfectly  honour- 
able, honest,  and  trust-worthy  person.  The  pe- 
culiarly striking  manner  and  appearance  of  this 
gentleman,  who  was  now  to  fill  the  importaiU; 
post  of  chief  courier  to  Her  Royal  Highness,  and 
who  came  under  such  high  and  unusual  circum- 
stances of  recommendation,  would  naturally  ex- 
cite our  attention ;  but  the  gross  misrepresenta- 
tions which  have  since  gone  abroad  respecting 
M.  Bergami,  vender  a  more  particular  account 
of  his  circumstances  essential  to  the  thread  of 
our  narrative. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  furnish  the  reader 
with  such  particulars  as  can  be  relied  on,  respect- 
ing the  family  and  connexions  of  the  individual 
who  has  become  so  conspicuous  a  character  in 
these  Travels. 

On  the  first  introduction  of  this  gentleman  into 
the  household  of  Her  Majesty,  he  held  the  situa- 
tion of  cabinet  courier,  an  officer  entrusted  with 
dispatches  of  great  importance,  and  a  person 
always  entitled  to  particular  confidence.  He 
was  a  man  acquainted  with  different  languages. 
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well  and  long  accustomed  to  travel,  of  military 
habits,  and  deemed,  by  those  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted,  to  possess  extensive  infonnation; 
added  to  this,  he  was  of  a  most  respectable  family, 
which,  by  unforeseen  and  unfortunate  circum* 
stances  hzd  been  reduced  from  a  state  of  opulence. 

Of  M.  Bergami's  three  sisters,  the  first  was 
married  to  Count  OMi ;  the  second  to  M.  Server*^ 
grini,  of  an  ancient  finmily  at  Cremona ;  and  the 
third  to  M.  Martini  de  Lodi,  brother  of  the  ex- 
secretary  general  of  the  captaincy  of  Padua, 
when  it  was  commanded  by  his  excellency  the 
Baron  de  Goez.  M.  Bergami,  the  eldest  son, 
aspiring  above  his  bad  fortune,  and  recollecting 
the  past  honourable  condition  of  his  family,  em- 
braced  a  military  life,  and  was  attached  to  the 
etat-major  of  the  troops  commanded  by  hi» 
excellency  the  general  Count  Pino,  in  several 
arduous  campaigns. 

Her  Majesty  was  not  long  in  discovering  in 
M.  Bergami  an  intelligence  above  the  situation 
in  which  he  was  placed ;  and  as  the  reward  of  his 
fiuthfbl  services,  she  gradually  raised  him  to  the 
mttk  of- her  first  equerry,  and  firom  that  situation^ 
to  that  of  her  chamberlain.  She  was  acquainted 
with  the  misfortunes  of  his  family,  and  long 
experience  increased  her  confidence  in  his  inte-T 
grity.  She  became  particularly  interested  in  hia 
favour,  procured  for  him  a  title  of  barony  in 
Sicily,  decorated  him  with  several  orders  of 
knighthood^  and  took  every  proper  opportunity 
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to  mark  her  sense  of  the  repeated  proofs  which 
he  continually  afforded  of  his  attachment  to  her 
person  and  interests  during  her  extensive  and 
arduous  tour.  On  her  return  to  Italy  too,  she 
placed  two  of  the  brothers  of  M.  Bergami,  and 
also  his  sister,  into  her  service.  M.  Louis  Ber- 
garni  presided  over  her  household ;  and  M.  Vol- 
lotti  Bergami,  who  was  formerly  under^prefect  at 
Cremona,  was  made  the  comptroller  <^  her  disr 
bursements.  Such  is  the  real  state  of  the  iacU 
with  regard  to  this  highly  respectable  man. 
M.  Bergami  from  that  time  continued  in  Her 
Majesty's  service  to  the  time  o(  her  departure 
from  France  for  England.  He  travelled  with  Her 
Mafesty  from  Pesaro,  leaving  his  wife  and  sisters 
at  that  place,  but  bringing  with  him  his  daughter^ 
a  beautiful  and  amiable  child,  then  seven  years 
of  age,  whom  Her  Majesty,  in  her  accustomed 
partiality  and  kindness  to  children,  had  adopted, 
and  to  whom  she  was  more  attached,  froni  its 
extraordinary  acquirements  and  progress  in  polite 
learning  at  so  early  an  age.  This  interesting 
litde  pr4aeg6  of  her  Majesty,  was  at  thin  tender 
age  a  perfect  mistress  of  the  French  and  Italian 
languages,  and  possessed  no  inconsiderable  skill 
in  music  and  the  other  fashionable  accomplish- 
ments. So  strong,  however,  was  her  natural 
attachment  to  her  parent,  that  she  could  not 
be  pmvailed  on  to  accompany  Her  Majesty  to 
England,  but  returned  with  her  father  to  Pesaro 
in  Italy. 
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III  i^rsoD,  M.  Berg^imi  Is  a  man  of  about  five  feei 
eleven  inches  in  height,  of  a  decided  and  military, 
aspect,  large  mustacbios  and  whiskers,  dark  corn- 
plexion  and  eyes,  a  bold  but  agreeable  counte- 
nance, of  robust  form,  aiid  altogether  of  most 
prepossessing  and  gentlemanly  appearance. 

The  consideration  in  i?vhich  M.  Bergami  was 
held  by  pers<H]fc5  of  the  highest  rank  and  conse^ 
quence,  may  be  gathered  from  a  cirx^umstance 
which,  though  of  no  extraordinary  importance  of 
itself,  as  taking  place  in  Italy,  where  the  occur- 
rence is  frequent,  and  indeed  common  and  uni* 
versal,  will  yet  seem  particularly  striking,  and 
smgular,  to  an  English  reader  unacquainted  with 
tiie  manners  and  customs  of  Italy.  A  short  time  be- 
fore we  left  Milan,  the  Marquis  Guisillieri,  dressed 
in  his  full  Austrian  uniform  of  state  as  grand 
chamberlain,  with  his  deputy  chamberlain,  and 
bllier  of  his  officers  in  attendance  upon  himi 
happened  to  meet  Her  Ro3ral  Highness  and  suite 
in  the  public  streets;  his  £bi:cellency,  aftw  paying 
bis  respects  to  Her  Royal  Highness,  obs^rvii^ 
M.  Bergami,  who  was  then  in  attendance,  he  in 
the  presence  of  his  officers,  and  the  <;rowd  oi 
persons  assembled  to  observe  the  ceremony  of  the 
meeting,  embraced  M»  Bei^mi,  kissing  eae& 
of  his  cheeks,  which  is  the  customary  modQ  qf 
salutation  in  Italy  among  persons  of  rank,  and 
who  are  in  general  consideration  esteemed  equals. 
Tlus  open  and  undisguised  proof  of  the  estimattou 
in  which  this  gentleman  was  held  by  persons  of 
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the  highest  consequence  in  the  country,  and  who 
possessed  the  fullest  possible  opportunities  of 
knowing  thoroughly  his  character  and  real  worth, 
speaks  volumes,  and  ought,  in  common  sense,  to 
silence  for  ever  the  slighest  breath  of  calumny  or 
eril  report  respecting  him. 

Her  Majesty's  selection  of  M.  Bergami,  for  the 
high  and  confidential  employment  he  filled  in  her 
establishment,  was  not  only  in  the  first  instance 
fully  and  incontrovertibly  justified   by  the  un- 
equivocal recommendations  with  which  he  came 
introduced  to  her,  by  persons  of  the  very  first 
rank  and   consequence,   but  ultimately  by  the 
arduous  and  important  services  which  were  after- 
wards required  of  him,  in  Her  Majesty's  perilous 
and  extraordinary  mode  of  travelling,  and  which, 
however  adventurous  to  a  common  observer,  was 
yet  not  more  than  necessary  to  the  due  prosecu- 
tion of  the  enquiry  and  researcli  her  active  and 
enlightened  mind  had  fixed  upon.    It  should  here 
be  observed,  that  in  many  instances  during  Her 
Majesty's  various  tours,  there  were  occasions  of 
danger,  in  which  insult,  robbery,  and  even  the 
loss  of  life  or  liberty  might  not  unreasonably  be 
expected,  and  in  which  the  presence  and  assist- 
ance df  an  able  man,  in  whom  could  be  reposed 
the  most  unlimited  confidence,   would  become 
abnolutely  necessary  to  personal  safety^  wd  con- 
sequently to  that  equal  state  of  mind,  w}iich  is 
^naturally  required  as  welt  to  insure  health  ^  to 
'9ecuf6  the  objects   of  the  resear<^*    In  suob 
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situations  it  will  be  readily  uuderstood  and 
acknowledged,  that  such  a  confidential  servant 
should  be  a  man  of  great,  of  tried,  and  of  un* 
questionable  personal  bravery,  one  who  enjoys 
so  decided  a  reputation  in  those  matters,  as  to 
command  respect  among  others  by  his  presence ; 
he  should  be  a  man  of  military  habits,  and  of 
military  talent,  able  alike  to  provide  resources 
against  every  possible  exigency,  to  avoid  danger 
with  prudence  and  circumspection  while  it 
threatens,  or  face  it  with  intrepidity  when  it 
arrives :  to  these  qualifications  should  be  added, 
the  education,  the  habits  of  mind,  and  the  man- 
ners, of  a  polished  gentleman;  one  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  ceremonials  of  the  highest 
circles  of  life,  and  well  accustomed  to  their  in- 
tercourse; a  striking  superiority  of  personal 
appearance  is  not  a  little  important,  inasmuch  as 
it  is  evidently  necessary,  to  a  certam  degree,  to 
give  a  finish,  to  embody,  and  give  efficiency 
to  the  other  qualifications.  That  Her  Majesty 
found  these  recommendations  in  M.  Bergami, 
may  safely  be  inferred  by  the  unquestionable  and 
highly  respectable  manner  in  wHich  he  came 
introduced  to  her,  and  that  he  filled  the  various 
duties  of  the  stations  assigned  him  in  the  service 
of  Her  Majesty  with  fidelity  and  strict  propriety, 
will  not  be  doubted  for  a  moment,  when  the 
reader  has  gone  through  the  relation  of  the 
yarious  circimistances  of  interest,  of  difficulty, 
and  of  danger,  with  which  Her  Majesty's  excur- 
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sions  will  appear  to  have  be^i  constantly  accom- 
paniecL  Indeed  the  public  discussions  on  the  sub- 
ject have  so  satisfactorily  explained  Her  Majest/s 
reasons,  and  the  necessity  for  the  services  of  M. 
Bergami,  as  well  as  the  effectual  manner  and  the 
strict  propriety  with  which  he  discharged  his 
duties,  that  calumny  itself  is  dumb  on  that  subject; 
and  it  has  been  judged  necessary  to  enlarge  upm 
it,  in  this  stage  of  Her  Majesty's  progress,  that 
the  reader  may  follow  the  relation  of  the  adven- 
tures of  the  travels  in  which  the  services  of 
this  distinguished  individual  were  so  constantly 
and  importantly  employed,  without  prejudice, 
and,  with  a  fair  and  dispassionate  view  of  Her 
Majesty's  plans  and  intentions,  be  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  in  every  determination  and  arranger 
ment  there  existed  a  strict  necessity,  and  that  in 
the  adjustment  and  prosecution  of  every  design 
the  nicest  sense  and  observance,  of  propriety* 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Departure  from  Milan  for  Naples^  by  way  of 
Florence  and  Rome. — Description  of  the  ap- 
proach to  Florence. — Its  situation  and  sur- 
rounding  Scenery. — Description  of  the  City.-^ 
The  Cathedral. — Delightful  Excursions  in  the 
Vicinity  of  the  City. — A  singular  Burning 
Mountain. — Beauty  of  Florence.'^Maamers  of 
the  Florentines. — Climate,    ^c. — Lucca. — In- 

■  teresting  Account  of  its  advantageous  Circum^ 
stances. 

It  being,  from  the  first  entrance  into  Italy,  Her 
Majesty's  intention,  from  the  advanced  state  of 
the  season,  to  proceed  to  Naples  by  the  way  of 
Florence  and  Rome,  our  stay  at  Milan  was 
necessarily  short ;  b.ut  although  circumscribed  as 
to  time,  it  was  continually  enlivened  with  the 
society  of  the  persons  of  rank  and  fashion  resident 
in  the  place,  and  the  high  civic  authorities,  all  of 
whom  paid  the  most  sedulous  attention  to  Her 
Majesty,  and  vied  with  each  other  in  their 
endeavouTB  to  shew  the  respect  in  which  they 
held  her,  and  to  promote  the  objects  of  her  visit 
to  Italy.  After  about  three  weeks'  stay,  and 
having  completed  several  minor  arrangements, 
as  well  respecting  the  mode  of  conducting  our 
journey  to  Rome,  and  next  from  thence  to  Naples, 
which  Her  Majesty  intended  to  make  her  first 
point  of  final  residence,    as   to  secure   proper 
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accomodation  on  our  arrival  there,  we  set  out 
accompanied  by  Her  Majesty's  full  suite,  for 
Florence ;  taking  the  route,  by  easy  journeys,  of 
Lodi  and  Pavia,  thence  to  Placentia  and  to  Parma, 
by  Lucca  to  Florence.  The  greater  part  of  these 
places  being  barren  of  interest  to  a  reader, 
and  not  having  been  the  scene  of  any  particular 
transaction  in  our  journey,  I  shall  pass  over  them 
without  detaining  the  reader  with  any  detail 
respecting  them,  and  proceed  to  the  description 
of  Florence  and  Lucca,  the  first  places  of  note  on 
the  route. 

Florence  is  seated  in  a  vale,  intersected  by 
the  riveir  Arno,  graced  by  numberless  hills,  and 
bordered,  at  no  great  distance,  by  mountains  of 
various  forms  rising  gradually  towards  the  Appen- 
nines.  The  whole  vale  is  one  continued  grove 
and  garden,  where  the  beauty  of  the  country  is 
enlivened  by  the  animation  of  the  town^  and  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  is  redoubled  by  the  industry 
of  its  cultivators.  White  villas  gleam  through 
the  extensive  orchards  on  every  side,  and  large 
populous  hamlets  border  the  roads^  and  almost 
line  the  banks  of  the  river.  Such  is  the  scene  of 
comfort  and  prosperity  that  surrounds  the  Tuscan 
capital,  raised  originally  by  the  genius  of  liberty, 
and  restored  by  the  grand  duke  Leopold. 

The  cathedral^  with  its  adjoining  baptistery. 
Saint  Lorenzo,  and  the  mausoleum  of  the  Medi- 
cean  family,  Santa  Maria  Novella, .  and  Santa 
Croce,    are   the   most  conspicuous    edifices    in 
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Florence,  and  have  each  some  peculiarity  that 
claims  attention. 

The  cathedral,  called  as  usual  in  Italy  U  Duomo, 
is  an  edifice  of  great  extent  and  magnificence, 
and  ranks  among  the  first  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 
It  is  in  fact,  if  we  consider  magnitude  and 
materials,  boldness  and  skill,  the  second,  and  in 
most  respects  inferior  only  to  the  unrivalled 
Vatican  of  Rome.  Its  walls  are  incrusted,  or 
rather  cased,  with  black  and  white  marble; 
it  is  paved  with  variegated  marble,  disposed,  at 
least  in  part,  by  Michael  Angelo  himself;  it  is 
adorned  both  within  and  without  by  marble 
statues,  most  of  which  are  works  of  most  eminent 
sculptors ;  and  its  paintings  are  in  general  master- 
pieces of  the  art  But  its  principal  distinction 
and  greatest  glory  is  its  dome,  prior  to  that 
of  St.  Peter's  in  time,  and  little  inferior  to  it  in 
magnitude.  It  has  the  advantage  of  the  latter 
in  date,  and  is  represented  by  the  Florentines  as 
having  been  its  model. 

\The  churches  of  Florence  possess  one  charm 
in  a  manner  peculiar  to  themselves,  and  that  is 
an  intimate  connexion  with  the  memory  of  the 
great  men  who  flourished  in  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  centuries,  and  who  from  Florence  diffused 
the  light  of  literature  and  the  arts  over  the 
western  world.  There  are  in  fact  few  churches 
in  this  city  which  are  not  ennobled  by  the  tombs 
of  some  or  other  of  these  personages ;  scarce  one 
that  does  not  present  to  the  eyes  of  the  traveller. 
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when  he  enters,  inscribed  on  marble  or  bronze^ 
some  illustrious  and  well  known  name. 

Speaking  of  Florence,  on  the  whole  it  maybe 
fairly  termed  a  delightful  city,  not  only  from  its 
beautiful  situation,  but  also  by  its  cleanliness, 
splendid  edifices,  its  cheerful  river,  and  brilliant 
streets.  The  interior  of  the  houses  are  also,  for 
the  most  part,  clean,  elegant,  and  comfortable. 
The  people  are  laborious,  lively,  witty,  well  made, 
and  have  a  peculiar  charm  in  their  language. 

There  is  an  abundance  and  a  variety  of  fruit» 
vegetables,  meat  and  fish  here,  which  leaves 
nothing  to  desire,  and  particularly  firom  their 
style  of  cooking  being  excellent.  The  coffee- 
houses are  well  managed,  providing  excellent 
chocolate  in  the  morning,  refreshing  beverages 
during  the  day,  and  in  the  evening,  when  they 
are  splendidly  lighted  up,  and  even  visited  by 
well  dressed  ladies,  oi'gates  and  ices.  The 
Hetrurian  wines  are  also  excellent.  The  au- 
tumn is  the  most  delightful  season  of  this  happy 
country.  Then  the  air  is  so  mild  and  clear, 
so  soft  and  balsamic,  and  breathes  so  delight- 
fully through  the  ever-green  oaks  and  laurel, 
that  every  breath  fills  the  inhabitants  with  new 
vigour.  The  evenings  are  heavenly ;  long  after 
the  sun  has  set,  a  stream  of  light  covers  the  fir- 
mament, and  vanishes  late  under  the  sparkling 
stars.  Then  songs  and  the  sound  of  the  guitar 
are  heard,  humming  through  the  silence  of  the 
nightt  which  covers,  under  its  trusty  veil,  the  ad- 
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ventures  of  emboldened  love.  The  lively  streets 
are  crowded  with  happy  people,  and  are  bright- 
ened by  the  numerous  lights  in  the  shops,  coffee- 
houses, and  before  the  holy  images*  The  autumn 
too  is  the  happy  time  of  the  Villeggiatur,  which 
only  finishes  towards  Christmas. 

The  winter  seldom  lasts  very  long.  The  day 
of  Simon  and  Jude  is  the  grand  day  for  chesnuts, 
which  are  then  selling  in  every  street,  piled  up  in 
large  bags.  Rich  and  poor  eat  them  on  that  day, 
boiled  with  fennel. 

On  bright  cold  days,  which  sometimes  happen 
in  November,  the  inhabitants  call  the  weather 
ireschetto,  and  remain  dressed  as  if  it  were  in 
July.  The  peasants  then  put  on  their  cloaks,  the 
colour  and  picturesque  folds  of  which  often 
give  them  a  &ntastic  appearance.  The  beau- 
monde,  that  on  Sundays  generally  walk  under 
the  Loggiato  degli  Ufiizi,  now  prefer  walking 
under  the  rays  of  the  sun,  near  the  river.  Among 
the  ladies  we  could  not  perceive  any  absolute 
beauties,  but  yet  a  great  deal  of.  grace;  burning 
eyes  under  dark  locks,  tenderness,  and  fulness 
of  shape,  and  loveliness  of  figure^  were  not  rare 
among  them.  But  youth  fades  here  quicker  than 
in  the  north,  and  wrinkles  and  all  the  concomitants 
of  old  age  appear  very  soon.  The  voices,  too,  oi 
the  women  are  here  rather  too  deep  and  manly. 
For  the  rest,  they  are  witty,  cheerful,  lively,  easy 
in  conversation,  full  of  feeling,  and  of  lively 
imagination.    The  husbands  are  by  no  means  Jea-* 
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lous,  and  their  wives,  therefore,  put  themselves 
under  very  little  restraint.  Yet  this  is  not  the 
consequence  of  coldness  and  indifference,  for  most 
couples  seem  to  live  in  concord  and  mutual  satis- 
faction, and  the  name  of  Cicisbeo  is  scarcely  known. 
Superior  information  is  seldom  to  be  met  with 
among  the  women,  but  in  their  amiable  ignorance, 
they  are  without  any  pretensions.  In  their  hearts, 
God,  a  few  saints,  their  husbands,  their  children, 
with  the  rest  of  their  family,  together  with  their 
love  of  dress,  and  the  theatre,  and  other  worldly 
trifles,  dwell  peaceably  together,  and  completely 
occupy  them ;  their  minds  are  not  tormented 
by  any  roving  curiosity;  they  know  that  the 
world  beyond  the  mountains  is  inhabited  by  some 
curious  nations,  among  the  number  of  which  are 
the  Germans,  drinking  beer  and  smoking  pipes. 

But,    nevertheless,    women  of  a  truly  learned 

•  

education  are  yet  to  be  met  with.  The  art  of 
poetry  is  more  common  among  them.  The  talent 
of  many  is  only  known  to  their  domestic  circle ; 
but  the  reputation  of  many  has  gone  abroad,  and 
among  those  of  the  present  day,  Fantastici  and 
Mazzei,  two  Florentine  ladies,  are  deservedly 
distinguished. 

From  the  city  we  pass  to  the  neighbouring 
country,  which  presents  as  great  a  portion  of 
rural  beauty,  hill  and  dale,  orchard  and  vineyard, 
cottage  and  villa,  as  the  environs  of  any  of  tlie 
most  favoured  capitals  in  Europe,  Naples  alone 
perhaps  excepted.    Its  first  feature  is  the  Amo,  a 
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river  like  the  Tiber,  inferior  certainly  to  many 
streams  in  magnitude,  but  superior  to  most  in 
renown. 

The  most  delightful  excursion  in  the  neigh^ 
bourfaood  of  Florence  is,  without  doubt,  the  abbey 
of  Vallombrosa,  a  name  well  known  to  every 
British  reader,  because  ennobled  by  Milton,  in 
his  "  Paradise  Lost."  The  road  to  this  famed 
retreat  runs  for  thirteen  miles  through  the  vale 
of  Amo,  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 

A  little  beyond  the  town  of  Pelago  begins  the 
ascent  of  the  Apennines,  and,  winding  along  their 
sides,  may  be  enjoyed  as  you  advance,  many 
delicious  views  of  hills  crowned  with  villas,  and 
mountains  sometimes  covered,  and  sometimes 
merely  spotted,  with  the  olive,  the  vine,  and  the 
ilex.  The  beauty  of  the  scenery  increases  at 
every  step,  and  as  you  pass  through  the  groves 
of  lofty  chesnuts  intermingled  with  oak,  there 
may  be  occasionally  caught  the  view  of  a  torrent 
tumbling  from  the  craggs,  a  church  seated  on  the 
bosom  of  a  fertile  hill,  or  a  broken  ridge  of  rocks 
and  precipices.  . 

At  a  little  distance  from  the  abbey  may  be 
observed  a  large  stone  cross,  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  a  wood  of  firs,  thick  and  lofty, 
whose  deep  shade  is  lighted  up  by  the  horizontal 
rays  of  the  setting  sun,  that  shoot  along  the 
arcades  formed  by  their  meeting  branches.  As 
we  entered,  the  abbey  bell,  tolled  to  call  the 
monks  to  the  evening  service,   and  continued 
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tolling  till  we  emerged  from  the  gloom  of  thi9 
path  to  a  little  plain,  bounded  behind  by  a  semi^ 
circular  curve  of  steep  mountains,  covered  to  the 
summit  with  one  continuous  forest.  Here  we 
beheld  the  antique  towers  and  pinnacles  of  the 
abbey  rising  fuU  before  us;  and  on  a  nearer 
approach  heard  the  swell  of  the  organ,  and  the 
Voices  of  the  choir,  and,  instantly  alighting  under 
the  archway  of  the  gate,  hastened  to  the  church. 
The  monks  were  then  singing  the  Qui  habitat 
(ninety-first  psalm,)  which  is  part  of  the  evening 
service.  The  melody  was  sweet — and  solemn ; 
a  long  pause  between  each  verse  gave  it  time  to 
produce  its  ^U  effect  upon  the  auditor ;  and  the 
gloom  of  the  church,  the  lights  on  the  altar,  the 
chant  of  the  choir,  and  the  tones  of  the  organ, 
could  not  £ul  to  awaken  in  the  mind  already 
prepared  by  the  scenery,  and  circumstances  of 
place  and  time,  a  strong  emotion  of  piety,  awe 
and  melancholy.  When  service  was  ended,  the 
monks  retired  in  deep  silence,  like  so  many  ghoats 
gliding  along  the  nave,  and  disappearing  in  the 
aisles  :  we  withdrew  with  regret.  We  were  then 
conducted,  by  the  father  appointed  to  receive 
strangers,  to  the  usual  apartments  allotted*  to 
visitants,  and  treated  wijth  unaffected  hospitality. 
These  apartments  are  fitted  up  in  a  Ktyle  erf 
cleanliness  and  simplicity  admirably  adapted  to 
the  spirit  of  the  place,  and  of  the  order.  The 
walls  are  merely  white-washed,  without  either 
paper,  wainscot,  or  tapestry.     Their  only  de- 
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corations  are  a  few  prints  of  subjects  taken  from 
scripture,  or  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
order,  or  the  life  of  the  founder.  The  furniture 
consists  of  a  very  good  bed,  a  table,  a  desk  fot 
prayer,  with  a  crucifix,  and  a  few  chairs,  all  very 
plain,  but  very  neat,  and  evidently  designed  not 
for  luxury,  but  convenience. 

Another  pleasant  and  curious  excursion  from 
Florence  is  to  Pietra  Mala,  a  mountain  that 
rises  in  the  middle  of  the  Apennines,  on  the 
road  to  Bologna,  about  forty  miles  from  Florence. 
This  mountain  is  rendered  remarkable  by  a  flame 
that  spreads  over  a  small  part  of  its  surface,  and 
bums  almost  continually,  without  producing  any 
of  those  destructive  effects  which  accompany 
volcanic  explosions.  ^ 

The  flame  appears  on  the  side  of  a  mountain, 
about  four  miles  from  Covigliaio,  and  the  road  or 
path  thither  is  rugged  enough.  The  spot  where 
the  phenomenon  shews  itself  is  on  the  declivity, 
and  rather  low  down ;  the  flame  covered  a  space 
of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  feet,  run  along 
in  crevices,  and  burnt  much  stronger  in  some 
places  than  in  others.  Its  colour  was  either 
bright  yellow  or  blue,  like  spirits  of  wine,  and 
it  rose  little  more  than  half  a  foot  from  the 
surface ;  but  in  rainy  weather,  and  particularly 
in  winter,  it  is  said  to  increase  considerably,  and 
mount  to  the  height  of  six  or  seven  feet.  We 
extinguished  it  in  some  places  by  waving  our 
hats  strongly  over  it,  and'reproduced  it  by  firing 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


168  LUCCA. 

a  pistol  into  a  small  train  of  gunpowder,  and 
sometimes  by  merely  throwing  a  lighted  paper 
on  the  spot  where  it  had  disappeared.  It  emits 
a  strong  odour  similar  to  that  of  sther. 

The  city  of  Lucca  is  situated  about  twenty -five 
miles  northward  of  Florence.  This  city  is  one  of 
the  most  ancient  in  Italy ;  indeed  the  era  of  its 
foundation,  and  the  name  of  the  founder,  are 
equally  unknown.  It  was  colonized  by  the 
Romans  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  years 
]bef6re  the  birth  of  Christ,  and  from  that  periixl 
began  to  rise  in  importance  and  in  celebrity. 
The  most  remarkable  event  however  that  dis- 
tinguished it  in  ancient  times,  was  the  interview 
which  took  place  here  between  Coesar,  Pompey, 
and  Crassus ;  an  interview  which  attracted  half 
the  senate  and  nobility  of  Rome,  and  for  a  time 
gave  to  a  provincial  town  the  pomp  and  splendour 
of  the  capital. 

From  the  fall  of  the  empire,  or  rather  from  the 
destruction  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Goths,  Lncca 
seems  to  have. been  governed  by  princes  of  its 
own,  and  it  is  from  one  of  these  princes  or  dukes, 
Adalberto  il  Ricco,  who  reigned  in  the  beginning 
of  the  tenth  century,  that  the  Royal  Family  of 
England  is  supposed  to  have  derived  its  origin. 

The  magnanimous  Countess  Matilda,  who  made 
so  conspicuous  a  figure  in  Italy  during  the 
eleventh  century,  and  rendered  the  Roman  see 
such  important  services,  was  bom  princess  of 
Lucca.    From  the  death  of  this  Princess,  which 
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todc  place  in  the  begiimiiig  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, Lucca  has  enjoyed,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few    intervals   of   domestic   usurjpation,    the 
honours  of  independence,  and  the  advantages  of 
a  republican  government.    These  advantages  are 
sufficiently  conspicuous,  in  the  first  place,  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  streets,  and  in  the  excellent 
police  established  in  the  city ;  in  the  industry  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  in  the  high  cultivation  of  the 
country;  in  the  general  security  and  confidence 
that  reign,  not  in  the  town  only,  but  in  the  villages 
and  recesses  of  the  mountains ;  and,  in  fine,  in 
the  extraordinary  population  of  the  territory,  and' 
in  the  ease  and  opulence  of  its  inhabitants.         > 

One  advantage  the  inhabitants  of  Lucca  enjoy 
peculiar  to  themselves,  an  advantage,  which  though 
highly  desirable,  was  seldom  attained  by  the  an« 
cient  commonwealths,  whether  Greek  or  Roman ; 
the  cordial  and  unintenrupted  union  of  the  people 
and  their  governors.  Public  good  seems  at  Lucca 
to  be  the  prime,  the  only  object  of  government^ 
without  the  least  indirect  glance  at  either  private 
interest  or  even  corporate  distinction.  With 
motives  so  pur$,  and  conduct  so  disinterested,  the 
nobles  are  justly  considered  as  the  fathers  of  the 
republic,  and  looked  up  to  with  sentiments  of 
gratitude  and  of  reverence.  One  of  the  grand 
features  of  true  republican  liberty,  the  constant 
and  perpetual  predominance  of  the  law,  is  herd 
peculiarly  visible.  It  protects  all,  without  dis* 
tinction ;  and  deprives  all  alike  of  the  pbw^  of 
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attack  or  annoyance ;  hence  the  noble  as  well  as 
the  plebian  is  disarmed,  and,  like  the  Romans  of 
old,  obliged  to  look  not  to  his  sword  but  to  the 
law  for  defence  and  redress ;  the  least  deviation 
Irom  justice  me^ts  with  prompt  and  rigoroos 
fMwishment  At  Lucca,  as  in  England,  rank  con* 
feis  no  protection;  it  only  renders  the  ofience 
and  the  punishment  more  notorious.  Hence, 
though  the  people  have  much  of  the  courage, 
perhaps  of  the  fierceness  of  liberty,  yet.  crimes 
and  even  deeds  of  violence  are  rare;  and  the 
quarrels  and  murders  that  so  often  occur  in  other 
cities  of  Italy,  are  here  absolutely  unknawn  ;  a 
circumstance  that  proves,  if  proofs  were  wanting^, 
tiiat  the  modem  Italians  owe  their  vices  in*  the 
greatest  degree  to  the  negUgence,  the  folly,  and 
sometimes  perhaps  to  the  wickedness  of  their 
governments.  Another  vice  with  which  the 
Italians  are  reproached,  but  (in  the  opinion  of 
all  unprejudiced  persons  who  have  ^travelled  in 
the  country,  and  contemplated  its  inhabitants 
and  manners  with  a  scrutinizing  and  liberal  mind,) 
certainly  unjustly,  is  idleness;  but  even  idle- 
ness and  its  concomitant — beggary^  seem  to  be 
banished  from  the  city  and  territory  of  Lucca. 
None,  even  among  the  nobles,  appear  exorbitantly 
rich ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  none  seem  oppres* 
sed  with  poverty.  The  taxes  of  the  state  are 
light  in  amount,  and  few  in  number ;.  the  neoes* 
aaties  of  life  are  attainable  with  ease  and  comfort 
by  the  lowest  class;  and  competency  aeeoui  to  he. 
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and  practically  is,  within  the  reach  of  eveiry 
Individual. 

The  territory  of  Lucca  is  about  forty-three 
English  miles  in  length,  and  sixteen  in  breadth ; 
of  this  territory  about  two-thirds  are  comprised 
in  the  mountains  and  delGiies,  the  remainder  forms 
the  delicious  plain  immediately  round  the  city^ 
Now  this  little  territory  contains  a  population  of 
about  one  hundred  and  forty-thousand  souls,  a 
population  far  surpassing  that  of  double  the  same 
extent  in  ^  the  neighbouring  provinces,  though 
under  the  same  climate,  and  blest  with  the  same 
and  indeed  superior  fertility.  This  difference,,  so 
honourable  to  I^ncca,  is  the  result,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  eulogium  of  republican  govern-^ 
ments. 

The  city  of  Luoca  itself  is  three  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, surrounded  by  a  rampart,  most  beau- 
tifully planted  all  round,  and  converted  into  a 
qiacious  and  delightful  walk  and  drive,  afford- 
ing ample  room  for  carriages ;  similar  but  superior 
in  that  respect  to  the  ramparts  of  Douay  and 
Cambray,  and  other  fortresses  in  French  and 
Austrian  Flanders.  These  walls,  thus  covered 
with  lofty  trees,  conceal  the  city,  and  give  it  at 
a  distance  the  appearance  of  a  forest,  with  the 
tower  of  the  cathedral  like  an  abbey  rising  in 
the  centre.  The  town  is  well  built,  but  no  edifice 
in  particular  can  be  considered  as  remarkable. 
The  cathedral  was  erected, in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury,  and  possesses  np  inconsiderable  share  of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


172  SURROUNDING  SCENERY. 

beauty.  The  exterior  is  cased  with  marble,  and 
omameDted  with  rows  of  small  arches.  In  the 
inside  the  buttresses,  which  form  the  arcades  of 
the  nave,  are  heavy,  but  they  support  a  second 
range  of  arcades,  consisting  of  pointed  arches, 
light  and  airy  in  themselves,  and  ornamented 
with  fretwork  of  admirable  grace  and  beauty. 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  Lucca,  is  a  level  and 
smooth  plain,  but  as  well  planted,  cultivated, 
and  embellished  as  incessant  industry  can  make 
it;  the  remaining  part,  that  is,  the  principal 
portion  of  the  republican  territory,  is  mountain- 
ous, and  the  traveller  has  the  opportunity  of 
observing  its  scenery  on  his  way  to  the  celebrated 
baths  of  Lucca.*  These  baths  are  about  fourteen 
miles  from  the  city,  in  a  north-westerly  direction, 
in  the  windings  of  the  Apennines.  The  road 
leading  to  them,  after  travelling  the  plain  of 
Lucca,  watered  by  the  river  Serchio,  still  conti- 
nues to  follow  the  winding  bank  of  that  stream, 
and  enters  the  defile  through  which  the  river 
descends  from  the  mountains  at  the  Ponte  Amo- 
riano.  This  bridge  and  two  others  higher  up  are 
of  a  very  singular  form,  consisting  of  two  very 
lofty  arches,  very  narrow,  and  extremely  steep, 
with  a  descent  in  the  middle  between  the  arches  ; 
they  are  calculated  only  for  foot  passengers  and 
mules.  The  precise  era  of  their  construction  has 
not  yet  been  ascertained.  Some  suppose  that 
ihey  were  erected  in  the  sixth  century ;  others, 
with  perhaps  more  propability,  assign  them  lo 
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the  eleventh,  and  to  the  Countess  Matilda.  Their 
grotesque  appearance  harmonizes  with  the 
roQumtic  scenery  that  surrounds  them:  banks, 
lined  with  the  finest  poplars ;  bold  hills,  covered 
with  woods,  churches,  and  villas  glittering 
through  groves  of  cypress.  From  hence  the 
defile  continues  without  interruption  to  the  baths, 
while  the  bordering  mountains  in  some  places 
advance  in  the  view,  in  others  recede,  increasing 
however  in  elevation,  without  any  diminution  of 
their  verdure  and  foliage. 

The  village  of  Dei  Bagni  stands  in  the  bottom 
of  a  valley,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Serchio ;  the 
baths  themselves  with  the  lodging  houses  round 
them,  are  situated  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill. 
The  view  from  thence  extends  over  the  dell, 
deep,  broken,  and  shagged  with  trees  of  romantic 
appearance  and  character ;  the  torrjent  rolling  over 
the  rocky  bottom ;  the  circumjacent  hills  richly 
clad  in  fbrests  of  chesnut ;  at  a  greater  distance, 
and  surmounting  the  entire  prospect,  the  pyra- 
midal summit  of  the  cloud-capped  Apennines. 
The  baths  are  indeed  in  the  very  heart  of  these 
mountains,  but  surrounded  rather  with  the  beauti- 
ful than  the  grand  features  of  their  scenery. 

The  road  from  Lucca  is  good,  but  on  the  sides 
of  the  hills  in  some  places  too  narrow,  and  incon^ 
veniently  near  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Florence. — Traverse  the  Maremme,  or  Region  of 
the  Malaria. —  Vale  of  Anw. — Interesting  Ac- 
count  of  its  Agriculture.—^  Volterra.—Jts  melon- 
eholhf  Decline. — Present  Condition. — Converted 
into  a  grazijig  CoufUry. — Temi.— Interesting 
Account  of  its  famous^  Cascade. — Nera.—FAe 
ancient  Bridge  of  Augustus. — The  7Hbcr.— Ex- 
treme grandeur  of  the  ancient  Approach  to  Rome. 

-  Fir^t  view  of  St.  Peter^s*— Reflections  an  the 
presefU  State  qfRorne. 

From  Florence  we  had  now  to  traverse  the 
country  known  by  the  title  of  the  Marerame,  or 
the  region  of  the  Malaiiia,.  which  stretches  along 
the  Mediterranean,  from  Leghorn  to  Terracina, 
extending  inland  as  far  as  the  first  chain  of  the 
Apennines. 

This  is  a  theatre  in  which  are  contained  the 
remains  of  the  ancient  world,  and  of  its  vanished 
glory;  a  land  of  memory,  where  the  traveller 
finds  nothing  but  ruins.  Nature,  exhausted  by 
her  former  efforts,  seems  to  have  renounced  the 
work  of  production ;  the  fields  are  steril  and  un- 
inhabited :  the  waters  unwholesome  and'embued 
with  sulphur :  and  the  forests  have  no  inhabitants 
but  their  ancient  oaks  which  bid  defiance  to  time. 

From  Empoli  we  proceeded  directly  south- 
wards, advancing  towards  the  chain  of  hills  which 
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incloses  the  vale  of  Amo.  We  continued  our  way 
Ibr  another  mile,  under  the  verdant  bowers  which 
adorn  the  banks  of  that  river,  and  then  began  to 
ascend  the  hill  which  was  soon  to  hide  this 
delicious  vale  from  our  sight. 

With  the  ascent  the  vegetation  becomes  weaker 
and  more  scanty.  We  were  still  surrounded  by 
vines  and  olives,  but  their  foliage  was  pale,  like 
the  soil  from  which  they  spring.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  hill,  we  crossed  several  small  valleys. 
They  were  still  animated  by  villages,  vineyards, 
and  cultivated  enclosures,  and  watered  by  a  few 
canals;  but  the  houses  have  lost  the  graceful 
character  of  the  dwellings  of  the  plain.  They 
are  clustered  around  the  churches,  and  are  neither 
adorned  with  flowers,  nor  enlivened  by  pretty  ^ 
peasant  girls.  A  few  villas  and  country  houses 
are  still  to  be  seen,  distinguishable,  at  a  distance, 
by  their  long  plantations  of  cypresses. 

The  land  is  here  much  divided,  and  occupied 
by  farmers  who  rent  it.  It  produces  good  wine, 
a  little  oil,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  sorgo ;  but 
inferior  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  the  wheat 
yielding  only  three  for  one.  Sain-foin  is  also 
cultivated,  but  to  no  great  extent.  It  is  grown 
for  the  horses,  great  numbers  of  which  are  kept 
here,  being  employed  in  the  carriage  of  all  kinds 
of  goods.  This  description  of  countr5%  which  is 
by  no  means  unpicturesque,  continues  as  far  as 
Castel  Fiorentim,  situated  four  leagues  from 
Empoli,  on  the  frontier  of  the  desert. 
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Here  all  caltivation  ceases,  and  we,  eater  the 
Maremme.  The  surface  of  the  country  is  undu- 
lated,  like  the  vast  waves  of  an  immense  ocean, 
but  softened  in  their  forms  by  time,  and  the 
labours  of  man.  On  the  ridges  were  tp  be  seen 
from  time  to  time,  enclosures  of  mouldering  walls 
and  ancient  towers,  which  seem  still  to  make  a 
shew  of  protection  to  the  houses  which  were 
visible  through  their  ruins. 

In  their  valleys  are  a  few  houses,  scattered 
at  great  distances  from  each  other,  and  unsur- 
rounded  by  gardens  or  verdure  of  any  kind. 
They  are  merely  habitations  attached  to  some 
plots  of  Indian  com  or  sorgo,  as  if  to  iqform  the 
traveller  that  a  few  miserable  beings  still  survived 
the  dissolution  of  their  country. 

Above  all  the  rest  rises  the  eminence  on  which 
the  aged  walls  of  Volterra  repose.  From  a 
distance,  that  ancient  city  appears  in  the  horizon 
like  a  vast  assemblage  of  wails,  steeples,  and 
towers.  One  might  term  it  the  capital  of  tlie 
middle  ages,  separated,  by  the  wilderness,  from 
all  those  countries  which  have  forgotten  the  man- 
ners of  their  ancestors,  and  their  respect  for 
times  past. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Maremme  fix  the  period 
of  their  decline  to  about  the  time  of  the  pestilence 
which  prevailed  in  the  sixteenth  century,  by  which 
a  great  part  of  the  population  appears  to  have 
been  destroyed.  From  that  period  it  has  never 
been  sufficiently  numerous  to  resist  the  destruc* 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


POPULATION,  CLIMATE,  kc.  177 

live  inHuelice  of  the  Malaria,  which  augments  ^ 
in   proportion  as  the   resistance  of  civilization 
diminishes. 

The  decline  of  the  population,  by  destroying 
competition,  has  causred  the  price  of  property 
to  fall :  at  which  time  the  great  capitalists  of 
Tuscany  obtained  possession  of  it,  and,  from  that 
moment,  all  productive  activity  was  banished 
without  hope  of  return.  The  attempts  made  to 
plant  colonies  in  the  Maremme  all  failed,  the 
colonists  dying  of  the  fever  before  the  settlement 
could  be  established.  The  soil  is  become  sterile, 
as  if  utterly  exhausted  by  the  labours  of  man  :  it 
presents  merely  a  pure  white  clay,  mixed  with 
sulphur,  which  forms  in  great  abundance  in  thi^ 
region.  Sulphureous  springs  are  seen  bubbling 
out  of  the  ground,  announcing  themselves,  at  a 
great  distance,  by  an  odour,  and  by  exhalations 
.Vrhich  give  a  gloomy  aspect  to  the  face  of  the 
whole  country.  There  is  a  frightful  appearance 
about  these  sdfatetTe,  as  they  ate  termed,  which 
driyes  every  inhabitant  from  their  neighbourhood. 
Fetid  dames  rise  amidst  whirls  of  smoke  from  these 
little  craters,  the  sides  of  which  are  covered  with 
sulphureous  incrustations,  while  a  livid  water 
boils  in  the  centre.  ^ 

There  remained,  therefore,  no  way  of  turning 
to  advantage  the  soil  of  these  countries,  depopu- 
htted  by  nature,  and  fallen  into  the  grasp  of  the 
great  capitalists,  but  to  abandon  it  to  its  indige- 
nous or  natural  productions,   and  to  furnish  it 
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with  a  migratory  population,  which  should  reside 
there  only  during  the  healthy  season,  and  pasture 
their  flocks  on  the  herbage  spontaneously  yielded 
by  nature. 

The  gonial  climate  permitting  the  growth  of 
vegetation  during,  the  whole  winter,  there  has 
been  established,  between  the  plains  of  the  Ma- 
rernnie,  and  the  mountains  of  the  Apennines,  an 
exchange  of  population,  by  means  of  which,  each 
of  these  regions  is  turned  to  the  best  account  that 
its  circumstances  will  admit.  An  intermediate 
class  has  naturally  placed  itself  between  them, 
consisting  of  migratory  herdsmen  and  shepherds, 
whose  only  possessions  are  their  flocks  ;  and  who 
follow  them  from  the  mountains  to  the  plain,  ac- 
cording to  the  season,  hiring  the  pasturage  neces- 
sary for  their  support,  at  so  much  per  head. 

Such  is  the  agricultural  system  of  the  Maremme, 
a  system  the  adoption  of  which  has,  in  some  mea- 
sure, been  produced  by  circumstances,  and  which 
is  likely  to  be  permanent ;  for  without  it  there* 
would  be  nothing  but  a  perfect  solitude.  Its  con- 
tinuance is  further  secured  by  other  circumstances, 
both  of  a  local  and  general  nistture ;  for  the  sur- 
rounding countries  all  depend  for  their  supply  of 
animal  food  on  the  produce  of  the  Maremme. 

Four  hundred  thousand  sheep,  thirty  thousand 
horses,  besides  a  vast  number  of  horned  cattle  and 
goats,  are  fed  In  these  regions,  and  compensate  for 
the  total  waiit  of  breeding  stock  in  the  vale  of  Amo. 
The  effect  of  this  arrangement  has  no  doubt  been 
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to  create  a  desert  in  the  midst  of  Italy.  But  this 
itate  of  things  is  still  more  the  work  of  nature 
than  of  man;  and  consic^erable  intelligence  is 
manifested  in  thus  getting  possession,  as  it  were, 
in  defiance  of  natural  obstructions,  of  a  tract  of 
country  which  seemed  destined  to  be  the  dominion 
only  of  death. 

The  soil  of  the  Maremme,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  has  ceased  to  yield  the  vegetable  productions 
necessary  for  the  support  of  man,  has  become  the 
subject  of  those  chemical  combinations  by  which 
sulphur,  salt,  and  alum  are  formed  in  imrmense 
quantities.  The  collecting  6f  these  substances 
furnishes  the  means  of  subsistence  to  a  great 
portion  of  the  inhabitants,  although  the  employ- 
ment is  only  pursued  during  the  season  when 
there  is  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  effects  of 
the  air.  In  some  places  the  roads  assume  a 
perfectly  white  colour,  which  the  sun  renders 
very  dazzling.  This  seems  to  arise  from  the 
alabaster,  of  which  the  road  is  made.  We  find  in 
this  place,  an  entire  mountain  composed  of  it,  and 
it  is  from  hence  that  the  blocks  used  by  the 
modellers  and  statuaries  are  obtained.  This  road, 
actually  paved  as  it  is  with  alabaster,  gives  an 
idea  of  an  avenue  through  some  enchanted  region, 
and  forms  a  most  singular  contrast  with  the  scene 
afforded  by  the  surrounding  country. 

VoLTERRA  is  situuted  on  the  summit  of  an 
eminence  of  about  half  an  hour's  ascent.  The 
ancient  splendour  of   this  city  is  attested  l)y 
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rained  conTents  of  great  extent,  deserted  gar-* 
dens,  roofless  palaces,  and  mouldering  walls ;  and 
amidst  these  melancholy  remains  of  former  gran- 
deur, three  thousand  inhabitants,  for  the  most 
part  peasants,  ox  manu&cturers  of  alabaster,  still 
yegatate. 

r  The  trace:^  of  that  gradual  decay  which  silently 
undermines  the  works  of  creation,  is  no  where 
more  awfully  impressed  than  on  the  walls  of  Vol- 
terra.  Its  pale  inhabitants  wander  like  shades, 
amidst  the  ruins  of  majestic  grandeur ;  and,  as  if 
dismayed  at  the  sight  of  the  surrounding  desola- 
tion, do  not  attempt  to  preserve  even  their  own 
habitations  from  the  fate  which  threatens  them: 
tiiey  abandon  them  to  the  elements,  and  await, 
with  resignati(Hi,  the  periodical  scourge  which 
nature  seems  to  have  commissioned  to  decimate 
them  every  year. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  noxious  atmos- 
phere, which  depopulates  the  plains  of  Italy>  aloi^ 
ihe  shores,  of  the  Mediterranean,  proceeds  fimn 
marshes,  and  stagnating  waters,  which  are  every 
where  found  to  tender  thp  air  insalubrious.  I^his 
may*  perhaps,  be  the  case  in  the  Pontine  marshes ; 
but  in  the  Maremme  of  Tyscany  and  the  Campagna 
of  Rome,  it  c^n^pt  be  attributed  to.this  cause;  for 
these  MaremoiB  are  an  elevated  region,  where  the 
winds  and  the  air  have  free  circulation,  and  where 
there  are  neither  marshes  nor  stagnant  waters ; 
and  yet  this  scourge  is  felt  with  as  much  violence 
op  the  lofty  sumn^it  of  the  hills  as  in  the  forests. 
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It  would  seem  probable,  that  this  corruption  of 
the  air  arises  from  the  chemical  constitution  of  the 
soil  of  this  volcanic  region ;  a  constitution  which 
it  has  gradually  acquired  by  a  process  of  nature, 
and  a  course  of  events,  unknown  to  us.  It  is 
certain  at  least,  that  the  cause  of  these  constant 
a&d  terrible  phenoinetta  is  not  yet  known.  Both 
the  medical  men  add  the  chemists,  who  have 
attempted  to  account  for  them,  have  alike  failed ; 
for  their  hypotheses  are  contradicted  by  facts, 
asd  they  have  never,  to  the  present  moment,  been 
able  to  discover  the  source  of  that  mysterious 
iofaence  which  diffuses  itself  like  an  invisible 
fluid;  and  the  presence  of  which  is  not  in  any 
way  indicated.  The  sky  is  as  clear,  the  verdure 
as  finesh,  the  air  as  serene,  as  elsewhere ;  the  tran- 
qoillity  of  the  scene  seems  calculated  to  inspire 
a  feeling  of.  perfect  security,  and  yet  I  cannot 
describe  the  secret  dread  which  one  experiences, 
in  spite  of  one's  self,  on  breathing  this  air,  at 
ence  so  soft  and  so  deleterious. 

The  effect  produced  by  this  slow  destruction  of 
the  human  constitution,  cannot  be  conceived 
except  by  those  who  have  actually  visited  these 
provinces  during  the  dangerous  season.  Their 
dejected  inhabitants  gradually  lose  the  healthy 
colour  of  life ;  their  complexion  becomes  livid  and 
yellow :  their  strength  declines  daily  i  numbers  ol 
them  perish  before  the  end  of  the  season ;  and  even 
those  to  whom  Providence  reserves  a  fow  more 
yeacs  of  existence,  have  scarcely  spirits  to  desir# 
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them.  They  lose  their  animation,  and  fall  into  a 
complete  despondency ;  and  this  moral  debilita- 
tion tends,  perhaps,  equally  with  the  pestilential 
atmosphere,  to  hasten  the  termination  of  their 
existence. 

The  effect  of  this  physical  and  moral  depression 
is  a  periodical  suspension  of  all  social  intercourse, 
,  as  well  as  of  all  the  pursuits  of  industry ;  and  the 
rural  economy  of  these  countries  has  necessarily 
been  arranged  with  a  reference  to  these  circum- 
stances. This  economy  I  was  desirous  of  studying, 
because  it  appears  to  me  to  have  been  misunder- 
stood by  all  travellers ;  and  I  shall  now  attempt 
to  describe  it. 

The  great  road  from  Florence  to  Rome  passes 
through  the  Maremme  of  Tuscany  as  far  as  Acqua- 
pendente,  where  it  enters  the  Roman  territory. 
Here  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  with  it  the  face 
of  the  country,  changes.  The  argillaceous  hills, 
whose  whiteness  and  barrenness  fatigue  the  eye 
have  disappeared,  and  a  luxuriant  vegetation 
announces  the  fertility  of  the  black  volcanic  sand 
of  which  the  soil  is  composed.  For  several 
leagues  the  road  successively  rises  and  falls,  till 
it  reaches  the  lakes^  of  Bolseno  and  Vico,  around 
which  immense  forests,  extending  from  the  Apen- 
nines to  the  sea-shore,  have  grown  for  centuries. 
In  tiie  midst  of  these  woods,  which  human  industry 
seems  to  have  forgotten,  are  openings  of  great 
iextent,  covered,  like  the  savannahs  of  America, 
with  natural  grasses,  and  plants,  whose  lingular 
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growth  gives  a  sort  of  African  character  to  this 
Deglected  sc^iery. 

The  towns  are  surrounded  by  fertile  gardens 
and  vineyards,  where  the  vines  are  not  trained 
over  tree^,  as  in  Tuscany,  but  against  trellises  of 
reed.  Fig-trees  and  aloes  grow  every  where 
amidst  the  ruins,  and  adorn  them  with  their  deep' 
verdure  and  Oriental  forms  ;  while  at  a  distance, 
corn-fields,  interspersed  in  the  openings  of  the 
woods,  display,  amidst  the  wildness  of  nature,  the 
only  mark  of  the  presence  and  industry  of  man. 

The  crops  produced  by  these  fields  are  most 
luxuriant.  The  land  is  previously  suffered  to 
repose,  for  seven  years,  in  a  state  of  pasturage ; 
and  such  is  its  fertility,  that  immediately  after 
the  crop  is  off,  it  becomes  spontaneously  covered 
with  vigorous  herbage.  In  this  state  it  feeds  im- 
mense herds  of  homed  cattle,  horses  and  sheep ; 
but  after  a  few  years  the  turf  wears  out ;  briers, 
reeds,  and  broad-leaved  plants,  cover  the  soil, 
and  the  farmer,  after  having  burned  them,  ploughs 
them  up.  During  the  year  of  fallow  which  suc- 
ceeds, it  is  turned  over  by  the  spade  no  less  than 
seven  times ;  and  after  this  labour,  which  is  neces- 
sary to  destroy  the  roots  of  the  wild  vegetables, 
the  com  is  sown.  The  land  thus  prepared  yields 
a  produce  of  eight  for  one ;  and  is  then  again 
suffered  to  return  to  the  state  of  natural  pasture, 
from  which  it  has  been  with  so  much  trouble 
reclaimed. 
.  In  this  part  of  Italy,  therefore,  one- seventh  only 
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of  the  land  is  ia  a  state  of  cultivation ;  ^e  rc^ 
being  abandoned  to  its  spontaneous  vegetation^ 
and  to  the  pasturage  of  cattle.  The  whole  extent 
of  cleared  land  is  indeed  very  limited,  two-thirds 
of  the  country  being  covered  by  forests. 

The  vegetation  of  these  majestic  woods,  che- 
rished by  the  hand  of  nature,  is  too  luxuriant  tQ 
be  employed,  as  in  Tuscany,  for  pasturage.  The 
eye  cannot  penetrate  their  depth ;  and  the  ima- 
gination peoples  their  gloom  with  the  spirits  of 
that  ancient  people,  who  formerly  rendered  these 
deserts  illustrious,  and  delights  in  contemplating 
the  solitary  shades  thus  consecrated  by  their 
memory. 

The  sound  x)f  the  axe  is  rarely  heard  here,  for 
the  value  of  the  timber  would  by  no  means  repay 
the  expense  of  felling  it.  It  is  only  used  in  work- 
ing the  iron  mines  in  the  Island  of  Elba.  There 
is  no  other  market  near  enough  to  render  it  worth 
while  to  cut  the  timber.  As  for  the  consumption 
of  the  country,  it  is  so  trifling  as  to  be  scarcely 
perceptible. 

The  whole  region  I  have  been  describing,  is 
divided  into  vast  estates,  except  the  land  imme^ 
diately  adjacent  to  the  towns,  where  there,  are 
gardeiis  and  vineyards.  These  extensive  domains 
are  at  once  a  result,  and  a  cause,  of  the  insalu^-^ 
brity  of  the  atmosphere,  and  have  long  since 
banished  all  the  rural  population  from  the  fields. 
Throughout  the  whole  country,  not  a  village,  not 
a  hamlet,  I  may  even  say,''not  a  farm-house,  is  to  be 
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The  pearantiy  lire  in  tke  cities  «bd  towns; 
where  landlwds,  fSeurmers,  labourers,  merehants» 
and  artisans^  all  vegetate  together*  The  only 
erectioiis  that  appear  in  the  coimtry  are  solitary 
buildings,  at  great  distances  from  each  other. 
called  Casati.  They  are  attached  to  the  several 
estates,  but  contain  no  fiunities,  or  inhabitants  of 
any  k^nd ;  being  merely  a  place  c^  shelter^  during 
the  working  season,  for  the  herdsmen  aiid  lat 
bourers^  who  retire  there  in  the  evening  to  avoid 
the  humidity  of  the  nights,  and  to  eat  the  provi* 
sions  which  are  brought  to  them  from  the  neigh- 
bonring  town.  There  is  nothing  rural,  nothing 
patriarchal,  however,  about  these  dwellings* 

The  catde  which  rove  about  these  immense 
fimns^  under  the  care  t>f  a  few  herdsmen,  are  very 
superior  to  those  found  on  the  scanty  pastures  of 
Tuscany.  They  are  of  the  most  stately  make 
and  beautiful  form,  and  their  immense  horns  give 
them  a  proud  aind  dignified  air  which  is  heightened 
by  a  certain  li^ce  expressi<m,  derived  from  their 
wild  and  savage  habits  of  life.  AH  their  move** 
menfts  are  measured,  and  graceful,  and  their 
actimi  is  altogether  diffisrait  from  the  breeds  of 
Ae  north ;  insomuch  that  diey  are  emplojred  in 
evwy  description  of  work,  even  in  carrjring  goods ; 
ftr  which  purpose  they  are  far  preferable  to  the 


At  RoncigKcme,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
moqntams  ei  Viterbo,  comoiences  the  celebrated 
plain  which  surrounds  the  city  of  Rome.    It  is 
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bdutided  bythe«etjand'by  a  range  joI' mbuntnoEB; 
enclosing  it  like  an  amphitheatre,  £rbm  thepio^ 
montory  of  Circe  to  the  hilla  of  ancient  Etniria; 
The  surfisice  of  this  plain,  which  is  thirty  kagucs 
in  length,  by  ten  or  twelve  wide,  is  not  level  and 
uniform,  like  those  of  aqueous  formation;  but 
forms  a  continued  suite  of  undulations.  Theae 
do  not  foUow  any  common  direeiion,  nor  are  a&y 
oif  them  much  higher  than  others,  but  they  con- 
fine the  view,  so  that  you  only  see  the  cowitry 
immediately  around  you. 

The  traveller  meets  with  no  buildings  on^tbe 
r^ad  but  a  few  inns,  or  post*houses.  Those  of 
Baccano, .  and  La  Storta,  belong  to  the  Princes 
Chrgi  and  Borghese ;  and  are  built  with  a  mag- 
nificence which  alone,  amidst  the  desert  that 
surrounds  him,  reveals  to  him  that  he  is  in  the 
close  vicinity  of  Rome.  This  he  would  not  o.therr 
wise  suspect,  until  he  reaches  the  summit  of 
Monte  Mario ;  whence  the  Tiber,  and  the  seven 
kills  with  their  domes  and  edifices,  burst  at  once 
upon  the  view.. 

To  return  to  the  course  of  our  route  £ronsk  Flpr 
fence,  and  the  principal  objects  and  places  worthy 
the  traveller's  notice  on  it,  I  may  observe,  the 
ancient  town  of  Spoletum  or  Spoleto,  is  situated 
a  short  distance  from  the  high  road  to  Rome  on 
the  eastern  side,  towards  the  Apennines.  It  is 
situated  on  the  side  and  summit  of  a  considerable 
hill.  It  is  a  well  known  historical  fact,  that 
Hannibal  attacked  this  town,  immediately  after- 
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tke  ddfiout '  of  the  Romanft  at  Thraiimenut ;  fabki 
the  ittkadtatastfi  to  the  preseat  day  ffeel  themselves 
Mtided  to  glory  in  having  repulsed  the  Carthaigi*^ 
meak  general,  flushed  as  he  was  with  conquest^ 
and  certain  of  success.  An  ancient  gate  com- 
meaunates  this  event,  so  honourable  to  the 
people  of  Spoleto,  in  an  inscription  on  the  great 
arch.  There  seems  to  exist  in  Spoleto,  as  in  many 
Kalian  towns  founded  by  Roman  colomes,  a  vivid 
lieootlection  of  the  glory  of  their  ancestry.  Not- 
withstanding  the  lapse  of  so  many  ages,  so  many 
cruel  and  destructive  invs^ions;  though  insulted, 
phuidered,  and  almost  enslaved ;  the  Itsklians,  as 
a  people,  appear  to  remember,  with  generous 
and  high-minded  pride,  that  jthe  Romans  were 
Aek  mcestors;  and  they  cherish  the  records  of 
Iheir  glorious  achievements  as  im  inheritance  of 
honour,  their  birthright  to  fame.  This  is,  indeed, 
at  all  times  the  only  possesaicA  whidi  their  in- 
vaders cannot  wrest  from  them. 

Two  other  gates  appear,  by  their  ferm  and 
materials  to  have  some  claim  to  antiquity.  Some 
vast  masses  of  stone,  forming  the  piers  of  a 
bridge,  the  ruins  of  a  theatre,  and  of  a  temple 
said  to  be  dedicated  to  Concord.  The  cathedral 
in  a  commanding  situation,  presents  a  front  of 
five  Gothic  birches,  supported  by  Grecian  pillars; 
and  within,  consists  of  a  Latin  cross,  with  a: 
double  range  of  pillars,  of  neat  and  pleasing  ar- 
chitecture. The  order  is  Corinthian.  The  two. 
side  altars  are  particularly  beautiful.    Two  cea- 
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ddtbra  of  t«tt  dimeMieM  mlso  dMenre  ^fattmiut 
attention ;  and  the  view  from  the  terrace  t£  thfet 
cathedral  is  very  extensive  and  beantifoi.    Near 
it  a  very  fine  fountain  of  a  most  elegant  fwftk 
poora  out  a  torrrat  of  the  purest  water.    Hie 
Roman  Pontiffii,  it  must  be  aeknowledged,  have 
in  this  reapect,  retained  the  sound  maxim  of  aa<^ 
tiquity,  and  studiously  endeavoured  to  unite  the 
uaefal  and  Uie  agmeable.   In  no  part  of  the  wwld 
is  water  cimptoyed  to  more  advantage,  or  poured 
t$rth  in  greater  abundance,  than  in  the  Roman 
territoriea*    It  is  sometimes  drawn  from  diatant 
sources,  sometimes  ediected  from  various  springs 
and  gathered  into  one  channel,  but  a]ways  de* 
voted  to  public  and  beneficial  purposes. 

The  castle  is  a  monument  of  barbarous  ainti^ 
quity.  ft  is  a  vast  stone  building,  surrounded 
by  a  stone  rampart,  standing  on  a  high  h^  that 
overlooks  the  town ;  but  being  itself  oomwanded 
by  another  of  still  greater  height,  it  loses  in 
modem  times  much  of  its  advantage  in  ease  of 
attack,  by  the  present  mode  of  warfture.  Bebmd 
the  castle,  a  celebrated  aqueduct,  supported  by 
arches  of  an  astonishing  elevatiofn,  run  across  a 
deep  dell,  and  by  a  bridge  unites  the  town  with 
tiie  noble  hill  that  rises  behind  it,  called  Monte 
Lueo.  This  latter  is  covered  with  evergreen  oaks^ 
and  is  adorned  with  the  white  oella  of  a  tribe  of 
hermits,  established  on  its  shaded  sides,  Theae 
hermits  are  bound  in  their  community  by  r^;ula« 
tieas  entirely  diOhrant  from  those  which  distinguish 
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mmt  ^t^ws  bearing  that  same,  l^eyare  not  n^ 
atrieted  in  personal  enjoymeots  by  any  vowa»  nor 
do  they  dittraaa  tbemadres  by  the  rigid  observaoca 
of  trifling  and  unimportant  ceremonies ;  and,  not" 
wtthstanding  this  kind  of  general  independence^ 
they  are  said  to  lead  very  pure,  and  most  ^cem^* 
|dary  lives.  The  aqueduct  is  Roman,  but  is  said 
to  have  been  repaired  by  the  Goths.  The  town  of 
Spoleto  is  in  general  well  built ;  and  though  oeca^ 
sicMiaUy  damaged  by  earthquakes, — as  we  were  in* 
formed  by  various  inscriptions  on  the  public  build* 
ings — ^yet  it  possesses  many  noUe  edifices,  and 
most  beautiful  palaces,  all  worthy  the  attention 
and  enquiry  of  an  intelligent  traveller. 

The  road  from  Spoleto  is  bordered  by  a  stream 
on  the  left,  and  wooded  hills  on  the  right.  About 
two  miles  from  the  town,  we  began  to  ascend 
thci  Somma.  The  road  is  excellent,  and  winds 
«p  the  steep,  without  presenting  any  thing  part]<» 
eftfaaiy  interesting,  till  we  reached  the  summit, 
iR^eaee  we  enjoyed  a  delightful  and  extensive 
view  over  Spoleto  and  its  plain,  or  the  vale  of 
C%tumnu8,  on  one  side;  and  on  the  other  towards 
Tenii,  and  the  plains  of  the  Nar.  Monte  Somma 
is  supposed  to  have  taken  its  name  from  a  temple 
(rf  Jupiter  Summanus,  placed  on  its  summit.  It  ia 
nemrly  five  thousand  feet  high ;  fertile,  shaded 
iritii  olive,  ilex,  and  forest  trees ;  well  cultivated^ 
and  enlivened  with  several  little  towns.  The 
dmdeat  is  long  and  rapid,  and  extends  to  the 
stage  next  to  Temi.    Iliis  ancient  town  retains 
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no  trace  of  iU  former  Bplendoun  thougii  k  m^ 
certainly  boast  o(  some  fine  palMes,  mA,  whaft  in 
snperior  to  M  palaces^  a  most  eh^rmang  situatioilk 
Over  tlie  gates  of  the  amphitheatre  is  an  in9efi|H 
tion,  informing  the  traveller,  that  Temi  gave  birth 
to  Tacitus  the  historian,  and  the  emperors  Taeitiia 
and  Florian.  What  country  towns .  have  tke 
honour  of  three  men  so  truly  illustrious  amongst 
their  natives !  The  principal  glory  and. boast  of 
Temi  at  the  present  day  is,  however,  the  cele^ 
brated  cascade  in  its  neighbourhood  ;  and  whicli 
may  truly  be  considered  as  one  of  the  noblest  and 
most  extraordinary  objects  of  this  class,  not  oii)y 
in  Italy,  but  in  the  whole  universe. 

To  enjoy  all  the  varied  beauties  of  this  magni* 
ficeat  and  wonderful  fell  of  water,  it  is  necessary 
to  take  a  first  view  of  it  fi'om  the  side  of  the  iuU 
beycmd  the  river  Nar.  The  road  to  it  runs  through 
the  valley  along  the  river,  sometime$t  overshaded 
by  the  superincumbent  mountain,  with  its  groves 
of  pine,  ilex,  and  beech  rustling  above,  and  at 
every  turn  exhibiting  new  scenery  of  roeks, 
woods,  and  waters.  At  length  you  climb  the 
steep,  shaggy  sides  of  the  hill«  and  from  a  natmral 
platform,  behold  the  cascade  in  front,  in  all  its 
Imposing  beauty  and  grandeur.  The  point  of 
mew  also  which  enabled  us  to  see  with  much  ad* 
vantage  the  second  fall,  when  the  river,  bursting 
from  the  bason  into  which  it  was  first  precipitated^ 
tiimbles  over  a  ridge  of  broken  rocks,  in  sheets  of 
varied  character  and  appearance,  and  half  veiled 
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iilpiay  mH  fiNtm.  Ffofii  tlii»  spot' are  taken  luMt 
of  tile  viowB  hitkerto  poblished  of  this  wondeiliil 
&1I;  and  when  we  visited  it,  there  were  two 
srtMto  engaged  in  studying  and  sketching  from 
it.  It  is  nsoal  to  devote  a  second  day  to  the  ex^ 
animation  of  the  cascade  from  above,  and  the 
excursion  is  commenced  from  the  earliest  dawn; 
Moles  or  one  horse  chairs,  are  commonly  hired 
thoimfh,  if  the  weather  be  cool,  and  the  trayeUer 
accustomed  to  walk^  it  may  be  pleasantly  per- 
formed on  foot.  The  upper  road  crosses  a  plain, 
which  is  varied  with  olives,  vines,  and  com-^lds, 
viA  cltisibs  the  mountain,  through  a  defile,  whose 
sides  are  clad  with  vines  below,  and  with  box 
wd  ilex  above.  In  the  dell  the  river  Nar,  of 
a  wheyish  colour,  bounds  along  in  a  foaming 
state,  through  the  rocky  channel.  In  the  centre 
of  the  defile  rises  an  insulated  eminence,  which 
is  topped  with  the  ruins  of  the  village  of  Papignia ; 
desUoyed  by  the  French. 

Ascending  still  higher,  we  arrive  at  an  angle; 
where  the  read  is  worked  through  the  solid  rock, 
sad  forming  a  very  elevated  terrace,  gives  you  a 
Yiew  of  Temi  and  its  plain,  the  dell  below,  with 
the  Nar,  the  mountains  around,  with  their  woods; 
aad  ihe  Velino  itself,  at  a  considerable  distance, 
just  bursting  from  the  shade,  and  throwing  itself 
down  the  steep*  The  road  still  continues  i^ong 
die  precipice,  then  crosses  a  small  plain  bounded 
oy  high  mountains ;  when  you  quit  it  and  follow 
a  pathway,  that  brings  you  to  a  shed,  placed  on 
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the  pomt  of  a  htU,  just  opposite  to  tlie  CMcadeg 

and  so  near  to  it  indeed,  that  you  are  occasionfJly 
covered  with  its  spray. 

From  this  point  the  magnificent  phenomeiicni 
may  be  observed  at  leisure.  At  a  little  distance 
beyond  the  cascade,  rise  two  hills,  of  a  fine 
swelling  form,  covered  with  groves  of  ilex.  The 
Velino  passes  near  one  of  these  hills,  and  sud- 
denly tumbling  over  a  ridge  of  broken  rock, 
rushes  headlong  down  in  one  vast  sheet,  and  ia 
three  streamlets.  The  precipice  is  of  brown 
rock,  whose  sides  are  smooth  and  naked,  forming 
a  semicircle  crowned  with  wood  on  the  right,  and 
on  the  left  rising  steep,  and  feathered  with  ever- 
greens.  On  the  one  side  it  ascends  in  broken 
ridges,  and  on  the  other  sinks  gradually  away» 
and  subsides  in  a  narrow  valley,  through  which 
the  Nar  glides  gently  along,  while  the  Velino 
after  its  fall,  rolls  through  the  dell  in  boisteroua 
agitation.  Its  artificial  bed  is  straight,  but  be-> 
fore  it  reaches  it,  it  wanders  through  a  fertile 
plain,  spread  between  the  mountains,  extending 
to  the  Lake  Pie  de  Lugo.  This  beautiful  ex* 
pwse  of  water,  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  fills  the 
defile,  and  meanders  between  the  mountains  for 
some  miles.  The  way  to  it  firom  the  &H,  is  by  a 
path  winding  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and 
leading  to  a  cottage,  where  a  boat  may  be  taken 
to  cross  to  a  bold  promontory  opposite.  From 
that  point  may  be  enjoyed  the  view  of  the  waters, 
the  bordering  mountains,  the  towns  perched  on 
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tiieir  sides,  the  village  Pie  da  Lugo,  and,  rising 
behind  it,  the  old  caatle  of  Labro,  whose  dis- 
mantled towers  cmwn  a  regular  bill,  while  its 
shattered  walls  ran  in  long  Knes  down  the  de«* 
clhrity.  We  were  here  entertained  with  an  echo, 
the  most  articulate,  the  most  retentive,  and  the 
most  musics^  I  ever  heard ;  repeating  even  a 
whole  verse  of  a  song  after  a  singer,  in  a  softer 
and  more  plaintive  tone  indeed,  but  with  surpris- 
ing precision  and  distinctness.  We  remained  for 
some  time  on  the  point  of  the  promontory,  partly 
to  listen  to  the  strains  of  tliis  invisible  and  extra-^ 
ordinary  songstress,  and  then  crossed  the  lake  to 
the  village. 

We  would  willingly  have  followed  the  bank» 
of  the  Velino  up  to  its  source  and  visited  Reiti, 
with  its  vale  of  Tempe,  alluded  to  by  Cicero ;  but 
the  day  was  on  the  decline,  and  it  would  have 
been  imprudent  to  have  allowed  ourselves  to 
be  benighted,  either  amid  the  solitudes  of  the 
mountain,  or  on  its  declivity.  We  therefore 
returned,  again  vii^ted  the  cascade,  ranged 
through  a  variety  of  natural  grottos  and  caverns, 
which  were  formed  in  its  neigiibourhood  by  the 
water,  before  its  present  spacious  bed  was 
opened  to  receive  it ;  and,  descending  the  hill, 
hastened  to  Terni. 

The  river  Nar  or  Nera,  is  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  that  portion  of  the  territory  formerly 
called  Umbria;  and  traverses,  in  its  way  to  Nami, 
about  nine  miles  distant,  a  vale  of  most  delight* 

9.  2  c 
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fill  appearance.  The  Appenine,  but  in  its  mildest; 
form,  bounds  this  plain ;  the  milky  Nera  inter- 
sects it,  and  a  fertility  equal  to  that  of  the  neigh- 
bouring vales,  (but  compressed  into  a  smaller 
space,  and  of  course  placed  more  immediately 
within  the  reach  of  observation,)  adom3  it  on  all 
sides  with  vegetation  and  beauty ;  so  that  indeed 
it  resembles  an  extensive  and  noble  park,  the 
appendage  of  some  princely  palace,  laid  out  and 
cultivated  by  the  hand  of  taste,  to  please  the 
eye  and  amuse  the  fancy.  The  ancient  Roman 
colony  of  Nami  stands  on  the  summit  of  a  very- 
high  and  steep  hill ;  whose  sides  are  clothed  with 
olives,  and  whose  base  is  washed  by  the  Nar. 
At  the  foot  of  the  hill  we  alighted,  in  order  to 
visit  the  celebrated  bridge  of  Augustus.  This, 
noble  row  of  arches,  thrown  over  the  stream  and 
the  defile  through  which  it  rolls,  to  open  a  com- 
munication between  the  two  mountains,  and 
facilitate  the  approach  to  the  town,  was  formed 
of  vagt  blocks  of  a  white  stone,  fitted  together 
without  cement.  Of  this  important  pile  there 
still  remains  the  piers,  and  one  of  the  arches  ; 
the  other  arches  are  fallen;  and  their  fall  seems- 
to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  sinking  of  the- 
middle  pier:  a  fabric  of  so  much  solidity  and^ 
massive  strength,  must  otherwise  have  been  ca- 
pable of  resisting  the  influence  of  time  and  the 
action  of  the  weather. 

The  views  towards  the   bridge  on  the  high 
road,    and  the  plain  on  one  side;  and  on  the 
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Other,  through  the  remaimng  arch  along  the  river, 
are  of  UDcommoa  beauty,  and.  unusually  pic- 
toresque  and  pleasing.  We  proceeded  through 
this  dell,  along  tiie  Nera,  tumbling  s^nd  murmur** 
ing  over  its  rocky  channel ;  and  tben^  with  sooGie 
difficulty,  worked;  our  way  through  thQ  olires 
and  evergreens  that  line  the  steep  up  to  the 
town.  '  We  were  particularly  struck  with  its 
romantic  appearance.  Its  walls  and  towns  spread 
along  the  uneven  summit,  sometimes  concealed 
in  groves  of  cypress,  ilex  and  laurel,  and  some- 
times emerging  from  the  shade>  and  rising  above 
their  waving  tops ;  the  most  delightful  prospects 
of  the  vales,  towns,  rivers  and  mountains  openii^ 
here  and  there  unexpectedly  to  the  view ;  these 
are  all  the  features  of  the  most  pleasing  and  im- 
piessive  character.  But  these  are  even  encreased 
IB  their  effect  by  a  certain  loneliness  and  silence, 
which  prevails  even  in  tlie  streets ;  the  conse-  ^ 
quence  and  sad  memorial  of  ages  of  revolution, 
disaster,  and  suffering.  In  these  respects,  few 
Italian  towns  have  suffered  more  than  Narni. 

From  Narni,  the  road  runs  through  the  defile 
along  the  middle  of  the  declivity,  till,  suddenly, 
the  opposite  mountain  appears  as  if  it  burst  asun- 
der, 3nd  opens  through  its  wooded  and  shaggy 
sides  an  extensive  and  interesting  view  over  the 
plain  of  the  river  Tiber,  and  terminating  in  the 
mountains  of  Viterbo.  Here  we  left  the  defile 
and  the  Nera,  but  continued  to  enjoy  mountain 
and  forest  scenery  of  the  finest  description,  for 
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some  miles,  tttl,  descending  the  last  declivity,  a  few 
mil^s  from  Orte,  in  the  mid«t  of  a  spacious  and 
verdant  plain,  we  beheld,  for  the  first  time,  dear 
and  distinct,  glittering  in  the  beams  of  the  soo^ 
and  winding  along  in  silent  dignity,  the  Tiber. 

Orte,  the  post  town,  stands  on  the  side  of  ii 
hill,  about  two  miles  from  the  ancient  town, 
whence  it  takes  its  pame.  The  remains  of  the 
latter  lie  spread  in  the  plain  below,  along  the 
banks  of  the  Tiber ;  and  present  a  considerable 
heap  of  fragments,  in  which  the  vestiges  of  a 
tlveatre  perhaps,  and  a  few  porticos  may  be  per* 
ceived ;  while  the  principal  features  of  the  town 
are  lost  and  buried  in  a  mass  of  undistinguish- 
able  ruin. 

We  now  crossed  the  Tiber  by  the  Ponto  FeHce, 
changed  horses  at  Borghetto,  and  arrived,  when 
dark,  at  Civita  Castellana. 

From  Civita  Castellana,  we  passed  over  a  tract 
of  forest  country,  joying  beautiful  views  of  the 
Montes  Crinini,  with  their  towns,  villas,  and  vil* 
lages  to  the  riglit ;  and  an  occasional  glimpse  of 
tlie  town  of  Soracte  to  the  left.  And,  having 
passed  the  nver  Falisci,  which  anciently  gave  its 
name  to  the  people  and  territory  of  the  Falisci, 
we  arrived  at  Nepi,  a  small  but  very  ancient 
episcopal  town,  whose  cathedral,  which  is  built 
on  the  scite  of  a  temple,  was  consecrated,  accord* 
ing  to  an  inscription  over  one  of  the  doors,  by. 
tlie  blood  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  early  period  of 
the  year  150. 
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It  ham  been  supposed  by  maoy  audiors^  that,  in 
Ibrmer  times^  the  road  from  the  town  of  Nepi,  or 
rather  from  the  Ponte  Felice,  was  actually  lined 
with  a  succession  of  magniAcent  edifices,  obelisks, 
and  palaces;  adorned  with  statues;  and  con* 
ducted,  under  triumphal  arches  of  the  noblest 
architecture,  to  the  very  gates  of  the  imperial 
city.  If  this  opinion  be  accurate  however,  (and 
it  has  been  very  general)  it  is  certainly  singular 
that  Bo  traces  should  now  remain  of  all  these 
sfrfendid  monuments.  No  mounds  nor  remnants 
of  walls,  no  mouldering  heaps  of  ruins,  scarcely 
even  a  solitary  tomb  has  survived  the  general 
wreck.  On  the  contrary,  beyond  the  town  of 
Negi,  or  rather  beyond  Monte  Rosi,  which  is  the 
next  stage  towards  Rome,  the  Campagna,  as  it  is 
termed,  begins  to  expand  its  dreary  solitudes ; 
and  naked  hills  and  swampy  plains  rise  and 
sink  by  turns,  without  presenting  a  single  object 
worthy  the  traveller s  attentive  observance.  It 
must  not,  however;  be  supposed,  that  no  vegeta- 
tion decorates  these  dreary  wilds.  On  the  con- 
trary, verdure  but  seldom  interrupted,  occasional 
eom-fields,  and  numerous  herds  and  flocks,  com- 
municate some  degree  of  animation  to  these* 
regions,  otherwise  so  desolate:  but  descending 
from  mountains  (the  natural  seat  of  barrenness, 
where  still  we  had  witnessed  rural  beauty  and  the 
high^t  cultivation)  to  a  plain,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  a  populous  city,  where  we  might 
naturally  expect  the  perfection  of  horticulture. 
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and  all  the  vivacious  bustle  of  a  city  population, 
we  were  doubly  struck  with  the  wide  waste  that 
spreads  around  ;  and  could  not  but  .wonder  wlu^ 
might  be  the  cause  that  deprived  so  extensive  a 
tract  of  its  inhabitants^  and  the  usual  indicati(H» 
of  cheeifulness.  But  a  certain  air  of  neatness, 
and  an  increased  density  of  population  announce 
the  neighbourhood  of  every  common  town ;  they 
are  the  usual  accompaniments  of  capitals,  and,  in 
their  general  occurrence,  excite  no  interest  The 
solitude  that  encircles  the  fallen  metropolis  of  the 
world  is  doubly  singular  and  grand ;  it  well  be- 
comes  its  fallen  majesty  :  it  awakens  a  sentiment 
of  reverential  awe  and  melancholy,  and  i^,  per- 
haps, more  consonant  to  the  character  of  the  city 
than  more  lively  and  exhilirating  scenery.  In  the 
instance  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  it  could  not 
be  otherwise.  Notwithstanding  the  evident  en- 
deavour to  conceal  a  depression  of  spirits,  and  a 
benevolent  desire  to  communicate  happiness  to 
those  around  her.  Her  Royal  Highness  evidendy 
felt  an  interest  in  the  scene,  and  dwelt  on  it  with 
a  becoming  spirit  of  philosophy. 

Baccano,  a  solitary  post-house,  bearing  the 
name  of  an  ancient  town,  stands  in  a  little  valley, 
surrounded  on  all  sides  with  hills,  forming  a  ver- 
dant amphitheatre  that  wants  nothing  but  ti^ees  of 
considerable  bulk  to  be  extremely  beautiful.  About 
four  miles  to  the  right,  is  the  lake  Bracceana. 

On  the  heights  above  Baccano,  the  carriages 
stopped,   and,  pointing  to  a  pinnacle  that  ap- 
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peared  "emerging  beween  two  hills,™  "  Roma ! 
Roma  ! "  was  the  universal  exclamation  of  the 
Italians  of  our  party. —  That  pinnacle  was  the 
cross  of  Saint  Peter's,  —  The  **  Eternal  City  ** 
now  rose  before  us. 

As  may  well  be  supposed,  we  partook  largely 
of  this  emotion ;  and,  after  a  short  pause,  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  ruins  of  "  Imperial  Rome, " 
occupied  in  deep  reflection. 

As  the  traveller  advances  over  the  dreary  wilds 
of  the  Campagna — where  not  one  object  occurs 
to  awaken  his  attention — he  has  time  to  recover 
from  the  surprise  and  agitation  which  the  first 
view  of  Rome  seldom  fails  to  excite  in  liberal  and 
ingenuous  minds.  He  may  naturally  be  supposed* 
to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  these  emotions,  and 
at  first  he  may  be  inclined  to  attribute  them  solely 
to  the  influence  of  early  habits  ;  and  ascribe  the 
feelings  of  the  man  to  the  warm  imagination  of 
youth.  Without  doubt,  the  name  of  Rome  echos. 
in  our  ears  from  our  infancy ;  our  lisping  tongues 
are  tune.d  to  her  language ;  and  our  first  and  most 
delightful  years  are  passed  among  her  orators, 
poets,  and  historians. 

But  these  are  not  the  real  causes.  Rome,  the 
mistress  of  the  world,  claims  our  respect  and 
affection,  on  grounds  which  the  Christian  and  the 
philosopher  must  admit  with  grateful  acknow-* 
ledgement.  Her  ancient  origin  and  venerable 
fame;  her  mighty  achievements  and  vast  em- 
pire ;  her  heroes  and  her  saints  ;  the  majesty  of 
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her  language^  and  *the  charms  of  her  litetature, 
all  these, — which  will  perpetuate  her  name  when 
her  very  ruins  shall  have  disappeared — are  among 
the  real  causes  of  our  attachment  and  our  admi* 
ration. 

But  mote  than  even  all  these.  Rome  hajs  been, 
in  the  hands  qt  Providence,  the  instrument  of 
communicating  to  Europe,  and  to  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  globe,  the  three  great  blessings  of 
which  human  nature  is  susceptible — Civilization, 
Science,  and  Religion.  The  system  of  Roman 
government  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  attainment  of  this  great  end;  and  the  ex- 
tension of  her  empire  to  have  been  ordained  by 
heaven  for  its  full  accomplishment. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


3Ri<  approach  to  Rome — Its  antient  importance 
.powerfully  contrasted  with  its  present  State.-^ 
Compared  with  Jerusalem  in  its  consequence  to 

'  lie  World. — Arfival  in  Rome — General  De- 

ktiplion  of  it. — Present  desolate  Condition. — 

VtMt  to  St.  Peter's.^-'Jts  vast  Grandeur. ---  Visit 

;-    to  the  Capitol. — Jts  beautiful  and  interesting 

'  J^JProspects.  ^'  Other  Remaifis  of  antient  Rome  of 

^gener(d  Interest  described. 

If 

^r^ ancient  times,  the  despotism  of  the  eastern 
Ittonarcbies  kept  mankind  in  an  abject  slaver}*' ; 
Ibt  narrow  policy  of  the  Greek  republics  confined 
tfte  blessing  of  liberty  witliin  the  precints  of  theit 
fmrn  countries  ;  Rome,  with  more  generous  senti- 
Its,  gradually  extended  her  own  rights  and 
ileges    to    the    capitals  of  her  conquered 
.^^^^itries,  enrolled  their  natives  into  her  armies, 
!itaft'admilted  their  nobles  into  their  senate.  Thus 
>6e  wo  became  her  subjects  by  conquest,  ad- 
bdifi  honours  as  they  improved  in  civiliza- 
^and  made  hourly  approaches  to  the  manners 
irtues  of  thecbnquerors,  till  every  province 
another  Italy,  every  city  another  Rome. 
I  her  laws  and  her  freedom,  she  communicated 
them  her  arts  and  sciences.    Wherever  the 
eagles  penetrated,  schools  were  opened, 
bblic  teachers  were  pensioned.    Aqueducts 
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bridges,  ^jbemples,  and  theatres  were  raised  in 
almost  every  town :  and  all  the  powers  of  archi- 
tecture^ sculpture,  and  painting,  were  employed 
to  decorate  the  capitals  of  the  most  distant  pro- 
vinces. Roads,  the  mere  remains  of  which 
surprise  us,  even  in  this  day,  were  carried  frony 
the  Roman  Forum,  as  the  centre  of  this  vast  em- 
pire, to  its  utmost  extremities :  and  all  the  tribes 
and  nations  that  composed  it  were  thus  linked 
together,  not  only  by  the  same  laws,  and  the  same 
government,  but  by  all  the  felicities  of  a  com- 
modious intercourse,  ^d  constant'  intercommu- 
nication. If  the  state  of  ancient  Gaul,  Spain, 
and  Britain,  when  covered  with  numberless  cities, 
and  flourishing  in  all  the  arts  of  peace,  under  the 
immediate  and  powerful  protection  of  the  Roman 
empire,  be  compared  with  their  wild  forests, 
their  swamps,  and  the  rude  huts  of  their  half- 
oaked,  and  savage  inhabitants,  who  were  thinly 
scattered  over  their  wastes  previous  to  their  sub- 
jugation, we  shall  be  able  to  appreciate  the  bles- 
sing those  countries  owed  to  the  conquering  arm^ 
of  Rome. 

Rome  thus  civilized  and  polished  mankind,  anil 
prepared  them  for  the  reception  of  Christianity ; 
and  when  the  \^orld,  influenced  by  her  instruc- 
tions and  example,  became  Christian,  she  became, 
by  a  new  and  more  venerable  title,  themetropciiis 
of  die  world ;  and  assumed,  in  a  more  sacred  sense, 
the  appellation  of  the  "  Holy  City,  *'  the  "  Parent 
of  Mankind.  *'    AtUrwards,  when  in  the  coutse  of 
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the  two  succeeding*  ^tges,  she  was  ertri^t  of  her 
imperial  honours,  by  the  ravages  of  successive 
hcMrdes  of  barbarians,  she  again  renewed  her  bene- 
volent exertions;  and  sent  out — not  armies  to 
ecniqaer,  as  heretofore, — but  in  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity, apostles  to  reclaim  the  savage  tribes 
which  had  wasted  her  empire.  She  thus  bore 
the  light  of  heaven  into  the  dark  recesses  of 
idolatry ;  and  displaying  all  the  wisdom  ami 
perseverance  which  had  marked  her  former  gIo» 
Tious  career,  she  triumphed,  and  in  spite  of  igno^ 
ranee  and  barbarianism  again  spread  Christianity 
orerthe  west. 

The  muses,  which  had  followed  the  Romaa 
.  eagles  in  their  victorious  flight,  now  accompanied 
her  humble  missionaries  in  their  expeditions  of 
charity ;  and  with  them  penetrated  the  swamps, 
the  forests,  and  the  mountains  of  barbarous  and 
benighted  regions.  Schools,  that  vied  in  learn- 
ing and  celebrity  with  her  own  far-famed  semina* 
jries,  rose,  and  die  beams  of  science  were  diffused 
over  the  vast  and  inhospitable  tracts  of  the  north, 
even  to  the  polar  circles. 

The  arts  followed  the  traces  of  learning :  ana 
the  untutored  savages  saw  with  surprise  temples 
of  stone  rise  in  their  sacred  groves ;  the  venerable 
forms  of  the  apostles  of  Christianity  in  the  finest 
marble  replace  the  uncouth  statues  of  their  idols. 
The  figure  of  the  Redeemer,  till  then  unknowns 
seemed  to  breathe  on  canvass  to  their  eyes ;  and 
music,  hv  surpassing  in  sweetness  and  expression 
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the  finest  stratna  of  their  own  bards,  announced 
to  them  the  mercies  they  were  thus  summoned  to 
adore.  Religion,  thus  adorned,  and  thus  accom* 
panied  with  blessings,  was  eagerly  embraced ;  and 
Europe  finally  settled  in  Christianity,  and  en- 
>lightened  by  science  by  the  exertions  of  Rome.   ' 

To  conclude  these  (not  perhaps  unimportant) 
reflections.  There  are,  perhaps,  in  the  whole 
universe  but  two  cities  which  are  interesting 
alike  to  every  member  of  the  great  Christian 
world,  to  every  member  of  the  civilized  commu- 
nity of  whatever  tribe  or  nation — Rome  and  Jeru- 
salem. The  former  calls  up  the  most  worthy 
recollections ;  the  latter  awakens  every  sentiment 
of  devotion ;  the  one  may  be  said  to  bring  before 
our  imagination  all  the  splendours  of  the  present 
world  ;  the  other,  all  the  glories  of  the  world  to 
come.  The  cross  which  Jerusalem  erected  on 
Mount  Calvary,  Rome  fixed  on  the  diadem  of  her 
emperors;  and  the  prophetic  songs  of  Mount 
Sion,  have  resounded  from  the  seven  hills  of 
Rome  to  the  extremities  of  the  universe.  How 
natural  then  surely  is  the  emotion  which  the 
traveller  feels,  when  he  first  beholds  the  distant 
domes  of  a  city  of  such  figure  and  importance  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  of  such  weight  in  the 
destinies  of  mankind,  so  familiar  to  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  child,  so  interesting  to  the  feelings  of 
the  man ! 

While  occupied  in  these  and  such  reflections, 
we  passed    Monte  Mairo^  and  beheld  the  city 
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gradually  opening  to  our  view:  turrets  and 
feitpolas  succeeded  each  other,  with  long  lines  of 
palaces  between,  till  the  dome  of  the  Vatican 
itself  lifting  its  majestic  form  far  above  the  rest, 
fixed  the  wandering  eye,  and  closed  the  prospect 
with  becoming  grandeur.  We  crossed  the  Tiber 
by  the  Ponte  MoUe,  and  proceeded  on  the  Via 
Flaminia,  through  the  suburb,  entered  the  Porta 
del  Popolo,  admired  the  beautiful  square  that  re^ 
ceives  the  traveller  on  his  entrance,  and  drove, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  the  Piazza  d'Espagne. 
After  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  Her 
Koyal  Highness's  comfort  and  accommodation, 
some  of  our  party  proceeded  to  take  a  hasty  view 
of  Saint  Peter's.  We  traversed  its  superb  court, 
contemplated— in  silence  and  in  wonder — its  obe-  • 
lisk,  its  fountains,  its  colonade,  its  lengthening 
nave,  its  altar,  and  its  varied  beauties.  . 

Her  Royal  Highnesses  stay  in  Rome  was,  at  this 
visit,  but  short;  being  merely  taken  in  the  route 
to  Naples,  at  which  place  it  was  already  deter- 
mined to  pass  the  winter.  During  Her  Royal 
Highness*s  present  residence,  she  was  lodged  at 
the  Palace  Borghesse,  where  she  was  constantly 
visited  by  all  the  British  nobility  and  persons  of 
distinction  resident  at  Rome,  as  well  as  the  Italian 
nobilily. 

>  Before  I  enter  into  any  detailed  description  of 
the  palaces,  temples,  and  other  buildings,  which 
remain  of  the  magnificence  of  ancient  Rome,  and 
w^ieh  possess  so  high  an  interest  and  curiosity. 
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It  will  be  j^eoeaeary  to  give  the  uotimYdled  £n<> 
glish  reader  soaie  geneml  ideas  of  On  iiresent 
CQnditioQ  and  circumstBiiices  of  Home,  aiul  to 
xnark  the  d&stinction  between  what  may  be  tenned 
ancient  and  modem  Rome. 

It  may  be  estimated  that>  from  different  causes, 
the  population  of  modern  Rome  h  reduced  from 
Otoe  hundred  and  sixty  tliousand,  (whiebwas  the 
aofiount  twenty  years  ago,)  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand ;  and  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  be  satis* 
fied,  that  this  difference  is  mainly  to  be  attributed 
to  the  effects  of  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  tiie 
surrounding  country.  So  rapid  a  reducticm  ci  the 
inhabitants  necessarily  leaves  considemble  dis* 
tricts  of  the  city  without  residents ;  and  thus,  whole 
•  streets,  which  were  formerly  the  scenes  of  opulence 
and  splendour,  are  now  in  a  state  of  complete 
desertion,  and  gloomy  silence.  Places  which 
were  then  crowded  with  sumptuous  equipages  and 
li?ertes,  and  decorated  with  magnificent  palaces, 
in  which  strangers  were  received  with  pressing 
hospitality,  and. in  which  every  thing,  in  short, 
had  an  appearance  of  activity  and  wealth,  are 
now  filled  with  droves  of  cattle,-  goats,  and  half- 
wild  horses ;  driven  by  Tartar-looking  herdsmen, 
armed  witli  long  pikes,  and  filling  the  air  with 
clouds  of  dust. 

These  men  come  every  evening,  with  their 
flocks,  to  seeic  an  assylum  within  the  walb  irf* 
Bjome,  from  the  &te  which  awaits  them  in  ih^  j 
fields.    They  take  possession  of  the  streets,  aad  ? 
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pakces :  which  are  abandmied  by  the  infatbilants, 
as  the  populaftion  dimmiBfaes,  and  as  the  advanoe 
id  the  noxious  atmosphere  drives  them  towards 
the  centre  of  the  city.  The  Porta  del  Popoto,  a 
part  of  the  Corso,  the  entire  quarters  of  the  Qui- 
rinale,  of  La  Trinity  del  Monte,  and  the  Tiaa- 
tever^i  are  already  deserted;  and  the  country 
people  have  taken  up  their  residence  in  them. 
Of  the  one  hundred  thousand,  to  which  the  popik 
httion  is  reduced,  ten  thousand  are  vine-dresser^, 
benismen,  or  gardeners.  There  are  extensive 
districts  in  Rome,  whidi  are  actually  nothing 
more  than  villages,  inhabited  by  the  peasantry, 
whom  the  pestilential  atmosphere  has  compelled 
to  abandon  their  habitations  in  the  country. 

So  rapid  a  depopulation,  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time,  is  almost  without  example.  The  .political 
events  which  have  occurred  during  that  period, 
have  no  doubt  contributed,  in  some  degree,  to 
oceasion  this  reduction ;  but  its  principal  cause 
must  be  referred  to  the  general  circumstances  of 
the  city,  and  to  the  effect  of  the  Malaria.  This 
scourge  is  every  year  advancing.  Every  year 
it  invades  some  fresh  street,  some  new  square  or 
quarter,  and  every  year  its  terrible  influence  is 
augmented  ;  for  it  encreases  precisely  in  the  iti^ 
verse  ratio  of  the  resistance  occasioned  by  the 
population.  The  fewer  inhabitants  there  are 
the  more  victims;  and  one  funeral  is  always  the 
fore-runner  of  many  others. 
^  It  is,  therefore,  probable,  that  we  are  arrived 
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at  that  period  of  the  history  of  this  queen  of  cities, 
which  is  destined  to  strip  her  of  her  splendour, 
^  and  leave  to  her,  of  all  her  glory,  nothing  but  her 
^immortal  name.  The  walls  of  Rome,  in  another 
century  will,  probably,  contain  nothing  but  a  ?ast 
assemblage  of  monuments,  palaces,  and  ruins  of 
all  ages.  The  goatherd,  the  vine-dresser,  and 
the  shepherd,  will  dwell  in  ber  magnificent  por- 
tico, and  thus  will  terminate  the  history  of  Rome. 
She  has  long  survived  her  rivals;  but,  like  Athens 
and  Porsepolis,  she  must  experience  the  common 
fate  of  all  that  the  hand  of  mm  hath  raised,  and 
be  herself  destroyed. 

The  city  presents  every  where  the  appearance 
oC  ruin.  As  there  are  more  houses  than  inhabi- 
tants, they  are  never  repaired  ;  when  they  be- 
come out  of  order,  the  occupiers  remove  to  others. 
Neither  doors,  stairs,  nor  roof,  are  ever  replaced : 
they  fall  to  decay,  and*  are  left  to  remain  where 
they  fall.  Multitudes  of  convents  have  thus 
acquired  the  appearance  of  ruins;  and  a  great 
number  of  palaces,  no  longer  habitable,  are  left 
without  even  a  porter  to  take  care  of  them.  This 
universal  neglect  has,  together  with  the  droves  of 
cattle,  and  Tartar-looking  people,  which  fi.ll  the 
streets,  already  occasioned  a  striking  appearance 
of  desolation  and  decay. 

Amidst  this  general  neglect  of  all  the  private 
structures,  a  great  bustle  is  seen  about  all  the 
remains  of  antiquity  which  have  been  spared  bj^ 
time.    The  government  has  recently  adopted  a 
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gtBtnd  project  of  rcmoving  the  rubbisfa  by  which 
^tliey  are  obstructed,  and  of  connectingy  and 
grouping  them  together,  so  as  to  place  thes^ 
inestiinable  remains  in  the  most  picturesque  and 
adrantageous  points  of  view. 

The  whole  of  the  space  comprehended  within 
the  Capitol,  the  Temple  of  Peace,  the  Coliseum, 
and  the  Tiber,  is  already  cleared  of  all  its  modern 
edifices,  and  of  all  the  walls  and  mean  buildings 
which  were  accumulated  about  the  Palatine 
mount,  and  which  obstructed  both  the  approach 
and  the  view  of  this  noble  area.  It  is  intended  to 
surround  it  with  a  double  avenue  of  trees,  within 
the  enclosure  of  which  these  ruined  temples  and 
triumphal  arches  'will  repose  on  the  turf,  forming 
a  sort  of  unique  pleasure  ground,  diversified  by 
&e  Palatine  and  Aventine  hills,  and  ornamented 
by  the  Capitol  and  the  Coliseum. 

This  vast  and  noble  design,  inspired  by  the 
veneration  of  antiquity,  is  however  only  a  tribute 
of  respect  paid  to  its  inanimate  remains,  and  has 
no  influence  on  the  social  state  of  modem  Rome. 
Every  thing  there  appears  to  be  the  work  of  for- 
mer times  :  nothing  new  is  to  be  seen.  Each  one 
uses  his  possessions  to  the  last ;  as  if  a  kind  of 
presentiment  deterred  him  from  undertaking  or 
atteinpting  anything:  and  this  species  of  langour 
is,  itself,  a  powerful  cause  of  decline,  because 
it  extinguishes  all  productive  industry.  The 
hibourer  and  the  artisan  perish  for  the  want  <rf 
subsistence ;  the  whole  of  the  industrious  popu- 
9  2  E 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


^m 


210 


ROME. 


tion  soou  disappears ;  and  the  destruction  of  the 
cls^ss  of  consumers,  ruins,  in  turn,  that  of  the  pro- 
ducers. 

;  Tliere  is,  in  fact,  no  city  where  the  necessaries 
of  life  are  so  cheap  as  at  Rome ;  the  supplies  pro- 
i^ided  for  a  population  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  thousand,  being  now  consumed  by  one  hundred 
thousand  only.  The  only  advantage  of  this  low 
price  is,  that  it  tempts  the  inhabitants  to  stay. 
For  a  long  time  to  come,  it  i«  probable  that  a 
certain  population,  consisting  of  the  possessors 
of  property,  will  be  concentrated  about  the 
middle  of  the  city,  and  there  struggle  again3t 
the  pestilential  atmosphere ;  while  all  the  rest  of 
Rome,  abandoned  to  the  elements,  will  be  nothing 
but  a  vast  heap  of  solitary  ruins. 

*  Such  is  the  scene  which  strikes  you  on  passing 
through  those  quarters  of  the  city  which  have 
been  long  deserted,  and  which  present  a  singular 
mixture  of  town  and  country,  of  porticos,  and  of 
miserable  huts.  I  was,  one  evening  contemplat- 
ing this  scene,  at  once  so  impressive  and  extra- 
ordinary, from  the  garden  of  a  ruined  convent, 
between  the  Coliseum  and  the  temple  of  Peace. 
Before  me  lay  the  valley  which  separates  the 
Palatine  hill  from  Mount  Caelius,  with  the  arch  of 
Constantine,  and  the  Via  Sacra.  On  the  summit 
of  the  hill  of  the  Caesars,  rose  the  palm-tree,  dis- 
playing itself  in  the  azure  sky,  like  a  last  trophy 
of  glories  past ;  while  on  the  opposite  hill,  a  row 
of  cypresses  extend,  like  a  funeral  decoration,  to 
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•the  verge  of  the.  horizoo,  and  seemed  to  iiiQurn 
that  these  .glories  were  departed. 

On  the  other  side  .of  the  Tiber,  towards  tbj^ 
Basilicum  of  Saint  Peter,  and  the  Porta  Angelica, 
I  passed  through  Streets  entirely  deserted,  and 
which  were  inhabited  only  by  the  herdsmen,  whp 
as  usual,  came  to  pass  the  night  in  this  insecure 
asylum.  All  the  environs  of  the  Vatican  were 
abandoned  in  like  manner.  I  was  particularly 
struck  with  this  loneliness  on  going  early  one 
morning  to  the  church  of  Saint  Peter.  The 
sun  was  just  rising  as  I  was  entering  the  area: 
the  gates  of  the  temple  were  still  clpsed  ;  a  pro- 
found tranquillity  reigned  throughout,  interrupted 
only  by  the  distant  tinkling  of  the  bells  of  flocks 
which  were  returning  to  the  pastures.  The  obe- 
lisk still  rested  on  its  brazen  pediment,  and  the 
two  fountains  were  pouring  forth  their  everlasting 
streams.  The  pavement  was  not  trodden  by  a 
single  foot,  and  I  arrived  at  the  vestibule  without 
meeting  a  human  being.  The  freshness  of  the 
morning,  and  the  tints  of  the  dawn,  difl^used  an 
inexpressible  charm  over  this  divine  solitude :  I 
contemplated  at  once  the  temple,  the  porticos, 
and  the  heavens  ;  and,  for  the  first  time,  felt  the. 
fall  effect  of  those  magnificent  phenomena,  with 
which  nature  accompanies  the  rising  and  the 
declining  day. 

Our  present  stay  in  Rome  being  short  and  pre- 
scribed, the  view  we  wete  enabled  to  take  of  it, 
although  necessarily  of  less  minute  detail,  as  to 
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ruins,  statues,  pictures,  and  objects  of  minor 
interest  than  that  of  many  travellers,  was  yet 
methodically  arranged,  of  more  solid  efficacy, 
and  will  be  more  pleasant  and  satisfactory  to 
the  general  reader  than  more  laboured  descrip- 
tions. 

\We  renewed  onr  visit  to  Saint  Peter's  next 
morning,  and  examined  it  more  in  detail.  The  pre- 
ceding day  it  had  been  somewhat  veiled  by  the 
dimness  of  the  evening  ;  it  was  now  lighted  up  by 
the  splendour  of  the  morning  sun.  The  rich  mar- 
bles that  compose  its  pavement  and  line  its  walls ; 
the  paintings  that  adorn  its  cupulos;  the  bronze 
that  enriches  its  altars  and  railings ;  the  gilding 
that  lines  the  pannels  of  its  vault ;  the  mosaics  that 
rise  one  above  the  other  in  brilliant  succession,  up 
to  its  dome,  now  shone  forth  in  all  their  varied 
colours.  Its  nave,  its  aisles,  its  transepts,  ex- 
panded their  vistas  and  hailed  the  spectator, 
wherever  he  turned,  with  a  long  succession  of 
splendid  objects,  and  beautiful  arrangement ;  in 
short,  the  whole  of  this  most  majestic  fabric 
opened  itself  at  once  to  the  sight,  and  filled  the 
eye  and  the  imagination  with  magnitude,  propor- 
tion, richness  and  grandeur. 

From  Saint  Peter  s  we  hastened  to  the  Capitol; 
and,  ascending  the  tower,  seated  ourselves  under 
the  shade  of  its  pinnacle,  and  fixed  our  attention 
on  the  view  beneath  and  around  us.  That  view 
was  no  other  than  ancient  and  modern  Rome.  Be- 
hind us,  the  modern  city  lay  extended  over  the 
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Otmpas  Martius,  and^  spreading  along  the  banks 
of  the  Tiber,  -formed  a  curve  around  the  base  of 
the  Capitol.  Before  us,  scattered  in  vast  shape- 
less  masses,  over  the  seven  hills,  and  through  the 
intervening  valleys,  arose  the  r^ins  of  the  ancient 
city.  They  stood  desolate,  amidst  solitude  and 
silence^  with  groves  of  funeral  cypress  waving 
over  thep ;  the  awful  and  impressive  monuments, 
not  of  individuals,  but  of  entire  generations ;  not 
of  men,  but  of  empires. 

A  traveller  feels  a  strong  emotion,  a  sentiment 
of  melancholy  resignation  to  the  common  fate  of 
all  earthly  things,  when  he  beholds,  extended  in 
disordered  heaps  before  him,  the  disjointed  **  car- 
case of  fallen  Rome, "  once  the  grand  receptacle 
c^  nations,  '^  the  common  asylum  of  mankind ;  the  . 
fountain  of  wealth  and  power,  the  sensorium  of 
wisdom  and  valour. "    To  a  contemplative  mind, 
the  survey  is,  indeed,  awful  and  impressive.    Im- 
mediately under  the  eye^  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
capitol,  lay  the  Forum,  lined  with  solitary  co- 
lumns,   and  commencing  and  terminating  in  a 
triumphal  arch.    Beyond,  and  just  before  us,  rose 
the  Palatine  mount,  encumbered  with  the  ruins  of 
the  imperial  palace,  and  of  the  temple  of  ApoHo ; 
and  still  farther  on,  ascends  the  Celian  mount, 
with  the  temple  of  Faunus  on  its  summit.    On 
the  right  was  the  Aventine,  spotted  with  heaps  of 
stone,  which   swell  amidst  its  lonely  vineyards. 
To  the  left  the  Esquiline,  with  its  scattered  tombs, 
and  tottering  aqueducts  ;  and,  in  the  same  line. 
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the  Verainal  and  the  Quirinal,  termmating  in  the 
oDce  magnificent  baths  of  Dioclesian.  The  baths 
Lif  Antonius,  the  temple  of  Minerva,  and  many  a 
venerable  fabric,  bearing  on  its  shattered  form 
the  traces  of  the  iron  hand  of  destruction,  as  well 
as  the  furrows  of  age,  lay  scattered,up  and  down 
in  the  vast  field ;  while  the  superb  temples  of  Saint 
John  Lateran,  Santa  Maria  Maggiore,  and  Santa . 
Grose,  arose,  with  their  pointed  obelisks,  majestic 
but  solitary  monuments,  amidst  the  extensive ; 
waste  of  time  and  desolation ;  and  the  ancient 
walls  of  Rome,  lying  in  a  vast  circumference, 
formed  a  frame  of  venerable  aspect,  well  adapted 
to  this  picture  of  ruin,  this  cemetery  of  ages. 

Beyond,  the  eye  ranged  over  the  deserted  Cam- 
pagna,  and  rested  on  the  Alban  mount ;  which 
rose  before  us  to  the  south,  shelving  down- 
wards, on  the  west  towards  Antium  and  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  on  the  east  towards  the  plain  of 
Latuim.  Here  it  presents  Tusculum  in  white 
lines  on  its  declivity  ;  there  it  exhibits  the  long 
ridge  that  overhangs  its  lake ;  once  the  site  of 
Alba  Longa,  and  towering  boldly  in  the  centre, 
with  an  hundred  towns  and  villas  on  its  sides,  it 
terminates  in  a  point,  once  crowned  with  the 
triumphal  temple  of  Jupiter  Latialis.  Turning 
eastward,  we  beheld  the  Tibertine  hills,  vrith 
Tiber  reclining  on  their  sides ;  and  behind,  still 
more  to  the  east,  the  Sabine  mountains,  enclosed 
by  the  Apennines,  which  at  tiie  varying  distance 
of  from  forty  to  sixty  miles,  swept  round  to  the 
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east  and  norths  forming  ah  immense  and  bold 
boundary  of  snow.  The  Monies  Crinini^  aind 
several  lesser  hills»  diverging  from  the  Pator 
Apenninus,  the  great  parent  ridge,  continue  the 
chain,  till  it  nearly  reaches  the  sea,  and  forms  a 
perfect  theatre.  Mount  Soracte,  thirty  miles  to 
the  nY>rth,  lifts  his  head ;  an  insulated,  and  there- 
fore a  striking  feature.  While  the  Tiber  enriched 
by  numberless  rivers  and  streamlets,  intersects 
the  immense  plain ;  and,  bathing  the  temples  and 
palaces  of  Rome,  rolls,  like  the  Po,  a  current  un- 
exhausted even  during  the  scorching  heats  of 
summer.  The  tract  now  expanded  before  us,  was 
the  country  of  the  Etrurians,  the  Latins,  the  Sa- 
bines,  the  Volscians,  and  other  independent  states 
and  powers,  which,  in  ancient  days,  surrounded 
the  Roman  territory  :  and  which  was,  of  course, 
the  scene  of  the  wars  and  exertions,  of  the  vic- 
tories and  triumphs  of  infant  Rome,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  nearly  four  hundred  years  of  her  history ; 
a  most  interesting  period :  when  she  possessed 
and  exercised  every  generous  virtue ;  and  esta- 
blished, on  the  basis  of  justice,  wisdom,  and  forti- 
tude, the  foundations  of  her  future  empire. 

As  the  traveller  looks  towards  the  regions  once 
inhabited  by  these  well  known  tribes,  many  an 
illustrious  name,  and  many  a  noble  achievement^ 
must  rise  in  his  memory ;  reviving  too  at  the  same 
moment  the  recollection  of  his  early  studies,  his 
boyish  amusements,  and  most  delightful  days; 
»d  blending  the  friendships  of  his  youth  with  the 
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nefmorials  of  ancient  greatness*  The  day  was 
cloudless ;  the  beams  of  the  sun  played  over  the 
landscape ;  hues  of  light  blue,  intermingled  with 
dark  shades,  deepening  as  they  retired,  chequered 
the  mountains*  A  line  of  shining  white  snow 
marked  the  distant  Apennines ;  and  a  vault  of  the  ' 
purest  and  brightest  azure  covered  this  glorious 
scene.  We  passed  a  long  and  delightful  morning 
in  its  contemplation. 

The  following  day  was  employed  in  wandering 
over  the  city  at  large,  and  taking  a  cursory  view 
of  some  of  its  principal  streets,  squares,  build- 
ings, and  monuments.  This  we  did  to  satisfy  the 
first  cravings  of  curiosity. 
,  We  then  proceeded  to  the  Vatican  and  Pincian 
mounts,  ranged  over  the  Campus  Martins,  and 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  Tiber ;  then  wandered 
through  the  villas,  both  within  and  without  the 
city ;  and,  finally,  explored  the  churches,  monu- 
ments, tombs,  hills,  and  fields,  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

After  having  thus  gratified  ourselves  with  a 
general  and  some  select  views,  and  formed  a  tole- 
rably accurate  idea  of  the  most  striking  features 
of  Rome,  we  proceeded,  on  the  fourth  day, 
through  the  II  Corso,  that  is,  through  "  streets  of 
palaces  and  walks  of  state, "  to  the  Capitolinehill. 

The  Capitol  was  anciently  both  a  fortress  and 
a  sanctuary.  A  fortress,  surrounded  with  pre- 
cipices, bidding  defiance  to  all  the  means  of 
attack  employed  in  ancient  times  ;  a  sanctuary 
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ciowded  withaltairi  m&  teinpl«»,  t^e  i^fyo^itoty 
of  the  fatal  oraetes,  ihe  i^at  of  the  tutelar  deitieii 
of  the  empire.  Romiilus  began  the  graiid  teork^ 
aad  it  was  coAtihxied,  dirriiig  a  long  seiie^  of 
years,  to  Hi  completion,  v^^hich  wai9  with  great 
8(didity  and  magnificence. 

It  was  burnt  during  the  civil  wars  between 
Marias  a&d  Sylla,  and  rebuilt  shortly  after ;  but 
agiBi  destroyed  by  fire,  in  a  dreadful  contest  that 
taiA  place  in  the  rery  Forum  itself,  and  on  the 
sides  of  the  Capitoiine  mount.     This  event  is 
lamented  as  the  greatest  disaster  that  had  ever* 
be&Uen  the  city.    And,  indeed,  if  we  consider 
timt  {he  public  archives,  and  of  course  ihe  most 
val^bie  records  of  its  history^  were  deposited 
^re,  we  must  allow  that  the  catastrophe  was 
peculiarly  unfortunate,  not  to  Rome  only,  but  to 
the  world  at  large.    But  the  capitol  rose  once 
more  from  its  ashes  with  redoubled  splendour, 
and  received,  from  the  munificence  of  the  Em- 
peror Vespasian,  and  his  son  Domitian,  its  last 
and  most  glorious  embellishments.    The  edifices, 
in  site  and  destination,  were  probably  nearly  the 
same  as  before  the  conflagration ;  but  more  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  symmetry,  to  costliness,  and 
above  all,  to  grandeur  and  magnificence.    The 
niWrtheni  entrance  led,  under  a  triumphal  arch,  to 
the  centre  of  the  hill,  and  to  the  sacred  grove, 
the  asylum  opened  by  Romulus,  and  almost  thJ6 
cradfe  of  Rcihan  power.    To  the  right,  oh  th« 
eteteim  sumnait  of  the  hill,  stood  the  temple  *of 
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Jiipiter  Fere^rius.  To  fhe  left,  on  the  western 
summit,  was  that  of  Jupiter  Gustos.  Near  each  of 
these  temples,  were  the  fanes  of  inferior  dirinities ; 
t|)at  of  Fortune,  and  that  of  Fides,  alluded  to  by 
Cicero.  In  the .  midst— to  crown  the  pyramid 
formed  by  such  an  assemblage  of  majestic  edi- 
fices, and  at  the  same  time  to  afford  a  becon^ing 
residence  for  the  guardian  of  the  empire,  the 
fetl^er  of  gods  and  men™rose  the  temple  of  Jupi- 
ter Capitolinus,  on  a  hundred  steps,  supported 
by  a  thousand  pillars,  adorned  by  all  the  refine- 
ments of  art,  and  blazing  with  the  plunder  of  the 
world.  In  the  centre  of  the  temple,  with  Juno  on 
his  left,  and  Minerva  on  his  right  side,  the  thun- 
derer  sat  on  a  throne  of  gold,  grasping  the  light* 
Qing  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  other  wielding  the 
sceptre  of  the  universe.  Hither  the  consuls  were 
cond^icted  by  the  senate,  to  assume  the  military 
dress,  and  implore  the  favour  of  the  gods,  before 
they  marched  to  battle.  Hither  the  victorious 
generals  used  to  repair  in  triumph,  to  suspend  the 
spoils  of  conquered  nations,  present  captive  mo- 
narchs,  and  ofler  up  hecatombs  to  Tarpeian  Jove. 
Here,  in  cases  of  danger  and  distress,  the  senate 
was  assembled,  and  the  magistrates  convened  to 
deliberate,  in  the  presence,  and  under  the  inune- 
diate  influence  of  the  tutelar  gods  of  Rome.  Here 
t^e  laws  were  exhibited  to  public  inspection,  as  if 
undtr  the  sanction  of  the  divinity  :  and  here  also 
deposited,  as  if  intrusted  to  his  guardian  care. 
^  the  midst  of  these  magnificent  structures,  pf 
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this  wonderful  display  of  art  and  opulence,  stood 
for  many  ages,  the  actual,  the  humble  straw-roofed 
palace  of  Romulus,  the  founder  of  Rome :  a  mo* 
nument  of  primitive  simplicity,  dear  and  venerable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Romans.  This  cottage,  it  may 
easily  be  supposed,  vanished  in  the  first  confla;- 
gration.  But  not  the  cottage  only,  the  tempief, 
the  tower,  the  palace  also  that  once  surrounded 
it,  have  disappeared.  Of  all  the  ancient  glory 
of  the  capitol,  nothing  now  remains  but  the  solid 
foundation,  and  vast  substructions  raised  on  the 
rock.  ' 

Not  only  is  the  capitol  fallen,  but,  in  modem 
times,  its  very  name,  expressive  of  dominion,  and 
once  fondly  considered  as  an' omen  of  emphre,  is 
now  almost  lost  in  its  present  semi-barbarous 
appellation  of  Campidoglio.  I 

At  present  the  Capitoline  Mount  is  covered 
with  buildings,  far  inferior,  without  doubt,  to  the 
imperial  edifices  above  describedt  but  yet  of  grand' 
proportions,  and  vast  magnitude.    The  northern' 
still  the  principal  entrance,  is  an  easy  ascent,' 
adorned  with  a  marble  balustrade  commencing' 
below,  with  two  immense  lionesses,  of  j£gyptito^ 
porphyry,  pouring  a  torrent  of  water  into  spaci-' 
ous  basons  of  marble,  and  terminated  above  by 
statues  of  Castor  and  Pollux,  each  holding  hm 
horse.    Here  ydh  enter  the  square,  in  the  centre 
of  which  stands  the  well  known  equestrian  statue 
of  Marcus  Aurelius.    In  firont,  stnd  on  each  side, ' 
arethree  extensive  buildiftgs,  erected  by  Michael 
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4,9g^o.  Tfck?  e#^f  befi^ra  you,  c>f  bi4)4  flfy^r 
ti,f)9,  a4pr^4  with  Porintbian  pilast^re^  ^4  j| 
Jqfty  towefy  i«  t|^  f(«l?ce  of  tjie  sepsitipf .  A  d^^fi^ 
Hlgilt  «f  il^^rble  citeps  )|8ads  to  it$  po|rl|a|.  J^  t^ 
c^ie  oftbiff  i^s^ire^e  ^ads  the  genius  of  ^qp/s, 
J4]|^  S^ii^rva,  fir^ned  with  the  egie,  and  )e^i^ 
QA  ^spear.  iV  foAintain  bursts  forth  ft  h/er |^t. 
Cbn  ber  rig^t  the  Tiber,  on  her  lefi^  the  Nil^,  l^ 
f^ljfi^f.e^f:^  on  its  uip.  The  Frenc^,  difpng 
fi^^  reT9lvit|oiiary  w^rs,  carried  off  thie  two  |^^t^ 
<^tui^s,  \»rit)i  SQme  other  ornaiuents  of  th|B  C^r 
toline  square.  In  the  palace  of  the  senator,  ^4 
if^  ti^^  0|f  the  Oonsjeryatori^  are  seyer^  h^ls  and 
fipf^rtmi?^^,  IPfigniftcent  in  tbeir  si?e  ^d  decor^- 
$j|ons^  It  if  t9  l)e  qbse^rvfd,  tbat  ^  <^pit<Q4  }? 
^^  j^i^Ofyc^  pf  t^e  ^ifm  PPopJe.  t^  6^?^t  of  ^jf 
power,  and  residence  qf  tbi?^i:  f^ftjg^^n^y^.  ^f!)^ 
fls^jBi^  aifd  p^F  anl4qi|^$>  Poised  fier^  by  ^e 
i»;9pef,  J»rs  ^Pdic^te^,  ii^  ^^e  ^a^p^es  of  i^f^  4pWR^ 
^t^e  Rpfnqii  peppje;  ^p4  tb^  imf?^pti9W.  » 
glB^ef^;,  ri^fi  in  tbe  Jwcjeftt  g^yl^.  Nqy  ^  it  ih^* 
wftr^by  of  iJs  slQ^in^tipfl.  T^  be^i^ty  ^f  ^$f 
i^E^Ml^etoF?*  tbg  ro«igRi|ude  of  i|s  api^pi^pls,  ^ 
^liQ^U^Bpie  pf  its  p!iiii>tipgs,  and  (J^e  purpdigi^mi 
nwnl^ei;  ^ :S|9to«i8  i^i4  cliques,  wi^bwh^cbi^JR 
dftpQwJed,  giffi  it »  gpl^our  ijppqHaye4  in  ^y 
oAfif  q||>itpl,  »jid  wly  pcUpge4,  even  in^aq^ 
itodi  ^y  thQ  jr^QoUeotiion  pf  }\»  fQm^t  gr«atn«9f. 
The  IMuseuw  C«pitftlii»W!i  qftRt?«ipij,  jq  ^^t^ 
l^Pipe  rooms,  a  mosf  spl«n4id  ceSlii^tm  of  b9i*ff 
Staines,  s%iCQ|»bac^,  Iffi.  b««((«Vi4  )^  4i^fW^ 
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#iliit  onhitttl*  d^^oti^  to  the  us^  #f  ^b9  Raiiiaft 
peoipkf  Of  ¥«lb«r  of  th^  Utftrary  ft»4  owrioiia  of  «]i 

cvoUji^icm.  is  9M  Bmmt  id»i  of  JUma^  Qitt  i« 

whW  JJlWW  0je  Yf^lU  pf  one  i^  t:l»Q  gm^  (sa^ir-r 

plan  of  ancient  Rome ;  ^  A^q^.  #fB»l8,  tWR j 
pies,  &c.  being  marked  out  in  the  most  distinct 
manner.  There  are,  moreover,  in  the  palace  of  the 
Conservatory,  galleries  of  paintings,  ahd  halls 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  young  artists,  where 
lectures  are  given,  and  drawings  taken  from  life } 
premiums  are  also  bestowed  publicly  in  the  grand 
hall  in  the  senator's  palace.  In  short,  the  capitol 
is  now  consecrated,  not,  as  of  old,  to  the  tutelar 
gods  of  Rome,  but  to  her  arts,  to  the  remains  of 
her  grandeur,  to  the  monuments  of  her  genius, 
and,  I  may  add,  to  her  titles — now^e  mere  sem- 
blance of  her  ancient  liberty. 

The  highest  and  most  conspicuous  part  of  the 
Capitoline  Mount  is,  however,  occupied  by  a 
building  in  an  ipferior  taste,  the  church  and  con- 
vent of  Ara  Coeli*  The  ascent  from  the  plain 
^low,  by  an  hundred  and  twenty-four  marble 
Steps,  deserves  a  better  termination  than  its  mi- 
teraible  portal ;  and  the  various  ancient  pillars 
$i  di^yptian  granitej  that  adorn  the  nave  of  the 
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church  and  the  portico  of  the  cloisters,  fum^i 
sufficient  quantity  of  the  best  materials  for  th< 
erection  and  dedication  of  a  very  noble  edifice. 

Anciently  there  were  two  ways  from  the  capi 
tol  to  the  forum;  both  parted  from  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  the  Tabularium,  and  diverging  a 
they  descended,  terminated  each  in  a  triumpha 
arch ;  that  of  Tiberius  to  the  west,  that  of  Severui 
to  the  east.  Of  these  arches  the  latter  only  re 
mains  ;  the  triumphal  arch  of  Septimus  is  neail] 
half  buried  in  the  ground. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Splmdaur  of  the  Roman  Forum. — The  Coliseum. 
The  palace  of  Imperial  Rome. — Burying  Place. 
The  extraordinary  extent  and  grandeur  of  the 
Roman  baths. — The  baths  ofCaracaHa.-'Neroa' 
Palace.'-'The  Temple  of  the  Sun.--'The  Cam- 
pus Martius.— The  venerable  Pile  of  /Ac  Pan- 
theon.'-The  Trajan  Pillar. ---Bridges.--' The 
great  Circus.- -Causes  of  the  Destruction  and 
Disappearance  ofiuch  vast  Edifices. 

The  Roman  Forum  now  lay  extended  before  us, 
a  scene,  in  the  ages  of  Roman  greatness,  of  un- 
paralleled splendour  and  magnificence.  It  was 
bordered  on  both  sides  with  temples,  and  lined 
with  statues.  It  terminated  in  triumphal  arches ; 
and  was  bounded,  on  one  side,  by  the  Palatine 
Ml,  with  the  imperial  residence  glittering  on  its 
summit ;  and,  on  the  other,  by  the  capitol,  with 
its  ascending  ranges  of  porticos  and  temples.  It 
presented  perhaps  one  of  the  richest  exhibitions 
that  eyes  could  behold,  or  human  ingenuity  in- 
tent: In  the  midst  of  these  superb  monuments, 
the  memorials  of  their  greatness,  the  Roman 
people  assembled  to  exercise  their  sovereign 
power,  and  to  decide  the  fate  of  nations. 

This  scene  of  magnificence  is  now,  however,  a 
chaos  of  ruins.  Here  and  there  an  insulated 
column  f  tends,  in  the  midst  of  broken  shafts,  vaist 
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fragments  of  marble  capitals  and  cornices,  hedfci 
together  in  masses^  rise  to  remind  the  melancholy 
traveller,  that  the  lonely  field  he  now  traverses, 
was  once  the  RjdhMaa  Foram. 

A  little  farther  on  commences  a  double  range 
of  trees,  that  leads  along  this  Via  Sacra,  by  Ae 
temples  of  Antoilintis  and  of  t^eace,  to  the  arch 
of  iTitus.  A  hetdsman,  seated  oh  it  pedestal  while 
his  oxen  were  drinking  from  a  marble  fouataini 
and  a  few  passengers,  moving  at  a  diidlanoe  in 
difierent  directions,  were  the  only  Kvin^  bt&gs 
thit  disttirbed  the  silence  and  solitude  ^hicb 
reigned  around.  Thus  the  place  seemed  restored 
to  its  original  wildness,  and  abandoned  once  ni6fi 
to  flocks  and  herds  of  cattle.  So  far,  in  &ct, 
have  the  modem  Romans  forgotten  the  theatre  of 
the  glory  and  imperial  power  of  their  ancestors, 
as  to  degrade  it  into  a  common  market  for  cattle, 
and  sink  its  name, — illustrated  by  every  page  o( 
Roman  history — into  the  contemptible  appellatiM 
of  Campo  Vaccine, 

Proceeding  along  the  Via  Sacra,  we  passed 
under  the  arch  of  Titus ;  but  now  a  mere 
mass  of  ruin,  insulated  w:aUs,  immense  stones 
suspended  in  the  air,  arches  covered  witfc  weecb 
and  shrubs,  vaults  opening  upon  other  ruins ;  it 
short,  above,  below,  and  around,  ohe  vast  eollee* 
tion  of  magnificence  and  devastation,  of  prandMT. 
and  decay. 

This  stupendous  ftibrie  was  'erected  by  the  «i' 
perors  Vespasian  and  Titus^  out  of  part  only  ofthe 
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inaterials,  and  4m  a  portion  of  the  site  of  Nero's 
golden  honse^  which  had  been  demolished  by  order 
of  Vespasian,  as  too  sumptuous  even  for  a  Roman 
emperor.  The  Coliseum^  owing  to  the  solidity  of 
its  materials,  survived  the  era  of  barbarism,  and 
w«8  so  perfect  in  the  thirteenth  century,  that 
games  were  exhibited  in  it,  not  for  the  ailitise- 
ment  of  the  Romans  only,  but  to  all  the  nobility 
of  Italy.  The  destruction  of  this  wonderful  fabric 
is  interiesting.  When  Rome  began  to  revive,  and 
architecture  arose  from  its  ruins,  every  rich  and 
ixywerful  citizen  wished  toliave,  not  a  commodious 
dwelling  merely,  but  a  palace.  The  Coliseum 
ivasan  immense  quarry  at  hand;  the  coinmon 
people  stole,  the  grandees  obtained  permission 
ito  carry  off,  its  materials,  till  the  interior,  was 
gradually  dismantled,  and  the  exterior  half 
stripped  of  its  ornaments. 

Benedict  xiv.  however  a  pontiff  of  great 
judgment,  stayed  the  depredations,  by  erecting 
a  cross  in  the  centre  of  the  era,  and  declared  it 
sacred.  The  remains  were  thus  protected,  and 
are  transmitted  to  us  in  their  present  state.  We 
next  passed  under  the  arch  of  Gonstantine :  t&is  is 
the  only  one  that  remains  entire,  with  its  pillars, 
statues,  and  basso  relievos,  all  of  the  most  beau- 
tiftd  marble,  and  some  of  excellent  woricmanship. 
They  are  taken  from  the  arch  of  Trajan,  which 
Was  stripped,  or  demolished,  by  order  of  the 
senate,  for  that  purpose. 

We  then  ascended^the  Palatine  Mount.    This 
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hill,  the  nursery  of  infant  Rome,  and  finally  tb 
residence  of  Imperial  grandeur,  presents  no? 
two  solitary  villas  a^d  a  convent  with  theii 
deserted  gardens  and  vineyards.  Its  numerou 
temples,  its  palaces,  its  porticos  and  its  libraries 
once  the  glory  of  Rome  and  the  admiration  o 
the  universe,  are  now  mere  heaps  of  ruins. 

The  west  side  of  the  Aventine  looks  down  oi 
the  Tiber,  and  on  the  fields  called  Prati  de 
Popolo  Romano.  These  meadows  are  planted  witt 
mulberry  trees,  and  adorned  with  jthe  pyraraida 
tomb  of  Caius  Cestius.  This  ancient  monumcDi 
remains  entire, .  an  advantage  .  which  it  owei 
partly  to  its  form,  well  calculated  to  resist  th( 
influence  of  the  weather,  and  partly  to  its  situa 
tion,  as  it  is  joined  to  the  walls  of  the  city,  anc 
forms,  part  of  the  fortification.  It  stands  ons 
base,  about  ninety  feet  square,  and  rises  aboui 
a  hundred  and  twenty  in  height.  It  is  formed  oi 
covered  with  large  blocks  of  white  marble 
a  door  in  the  base  opens  into  a  gallery  termi 
natipg  in  a  small  roonv  which  is  ornamented  witi 
paintings  on  the  stucco,  in  regular  compartments 
In  this  chamber  of  the  dead,  once  stood  a  sarco 
phagus  that  contained  the  remains  of  Cestius. 

None  but  foreigners,  excluded  by  their  religioi 
from  the  cemeteries  of  the  country  are  depositee 
here;  ,and  of .  these  foreigners,  several  wei< 
English.  "The  far  greater  part  had  been  cu 
off  in  tfaenr-ffrime*  by  unexpected  disease,  o 
fatqil  aecident.     What  a  scene  for  a  traveller 
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ftr  remote  from  home,  and  liable  himself  to 
similar  disasters.  TumiDg  from  these  fields  of 
death,  and  repassing  the  Aventine  hill,  we  came 
to  the  baths  of  Antoninus  Caracalla.  No  monu- 
ment of  ai)cient  architecture  is  calculated  to 
inspire  such  an  idea  of  Roman  magnificence,  as 
the  rains  of  their  baths. 

To  give  the  untravelied  reader  some  notion 
of-these  prodigious  piles,  I  will  confine  my  ob- 
servations to  the  latter,  as  the  greatest  in  extent, 
and  as  the  best  preserved;  for  though  it  be 
entirely  stript  of  its  pillars,  statues,  and  orna- 
ments, both  external  and  internal^  yet  its  walls 
stin  stand,  and  its  pHncipal  apartments  are 
evidently  distinguishable.  The  length  of  the 
bath  was  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  £i>rty 
feet;  its  breadth,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-six.  At  each  efid  were  two  temples, 
one  to  Apollo,  and  another  to  Esculapius,  as  the 
tutelar  divinities  of  a  place  sacred  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  mind  and  the  care  of  the  body. 
The  two  other  temples  were  dedicated  to  Her- 
cules and  Bacchus.  In  the  principal  building 
were,  in  the  first  place,  a  grand  circular  vestibute, 
with  four  halls  on  each  side,  for  cold,  tepid, 
warm,  and  steaqi  baths ;  in  the  centre  was  an 
immense  square,  tor  exercise,  when  tiie  weather 
was  un&vourable  to  it  in  the  open  air ;  beyond 
it,  a  great  haU,  where  sixteen  hundred  marble 
/seats  were  placed  for  the  convenience  of  the 
bathen^ :   at  eacl\  end  of  this  hall  were  libraries 
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Thi9t)uUding  teriniaated  on  hoik  sidea  ixk  a  ?ourt 
surrotuided  with  porticos,  with  an  odeum  foe 
muvlc^andin  the  middle  a  capacious  bason  for  the 
i  practice  of  swimming.  Round  this  edifice  were 
walka»  shaded  by  tows  of  trees,  and  in  its  iront 
ei:tended  a  gymnasium,  for  runnjuo^,  wrestlings 
&c.  in  fine  weather.  The  whoile  was  bounded 
by  a  vast  portico,,  opening  into  spacious  halls^ 
where  the  poets  declaimed,  and  philosophers 
gavQ  their  lectures  to  their  auditors.  This  im- 
mense fabric  was  adorned,  within,  and  without* 
with  pillars,  stucco  work>  paintings,  and  statues^ 

Descending  the  Coelian  hill,  we.  crossed  the 
Sabrura,  the  abode  of  the  great  and  opulent 
Komana,  but  now  merely  two  long  streets,  lined 
with  dead  walls,  and  cbvered  with  afewstragr 
ling  houses  and  solitary  convents. 

Proc^ding  over  the  Esquiline  mount,  we 
stppped  at  the  baths  of  Titu$,  an  edifice  of  udt 
usual  extent  and  magnificence,  though  on  a 
smaller  scale  than  those  of  Caracalla.  Towards 
the  extremity  of  the  Esquiline,  and  not  far  firom 
the  Porta  Maggiore,  in  a  vineyard,  stands  a 
ruined  edifice,  called  the  temple  of  Minerva 
Medica.  And  in  its  neighbourhood  was  formerly 
a  palace,  from  the  top  of  whidh,  or  from  a  tower 
in  the  garden,  Nero  is  said  to  have  cont^nplated 
and  enjoyed  the  dreadfiil  spectacle  of  Rome  in 
flames. 

From  the  hills  we  descended,  to  the  Campus 
Martius,  which  in  the  early  ages  of  the  rcfiublic 
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ma  «kii  lipoA  field  devoted  to  Dulitai^  exercises, 
aod  i»«ll  tjafculated  for  ttot  purpose,  by  ite  level 
grassy  surface,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  th^ 
riyer  winding  aloog  its  border. 

We  next  proceeded  to  that  elevated  site,  whicb 
branches  into  tije  Viniinal  and  Quiripal  hills  ;  on 
this  stands  one  of  the  grandest  remains  of  an- 
cient splendour,  a  considerable  portion  of  th? 
baths  of  Dio^sian,  now  converted  into  a  convent 
of  Carthusians. 

The  Viminal  hill  has  no  remnant  of  anci^pt 
magnificence  to  arrest  attention  in  the  prqgi<e8f 
to  the  Qnhrinal,  once  adorned  witii  the  teqaple 
of  Quirinus,  whence,  it  derived  its  name«     W^ 
may  easily  suppose  that  a  temple  dedi<?ate4 19 
the  founder  of  Rome,  must  have  been  a  structure 
of  unusual  magnificence]  anid  we  find  accord- 
ingly, AiX  a  noble  flight  <tf  marble  steps  oon-> 
ducted  to  its  portal,  and  that  it  was  supported 
by  seventy-six  lofly  columns.    It  stood  on^ 
brow  of  the  hill,  and  in  such  a  site  must  have 
made  a  most  intgestic  and  splendid  appeanmeei> 
Bnton  Ibe  opposite  side,  smd  commanding  tbe 
Campuia  Martins,  tose  the  Temple  of  the  Sujft, 
erected  by  Aurelian ;  and  if  we  may  juc^  of  the 
building  by  the  accounts  given  of  it,  it  exceeded 
in  grandeur  and  decorations  all  other    ]Rofl!^a$i 
edifices.    The  pttlars,  whidi  appear  to  have  be«p 
of  the  purest  marble,  of  the  richest  order>  and 
«fan  immense  fine  and  height,  and  thet^mp^ 
«f  list  diiB^siiWM*  must  h^ve  prodijo^d  altf- 
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gather  a  most  dazzling  and  gorgeous  spectaele 
But  not  a  trace  of  either  of  these  noble  ^uvl 
interesting  edifices  remains ! 

Of  the  surviying  edifices  of  Rome,  the  principal 
is  the  Pantheon  itself  The  Pantheon  retains  iU 
majestic  portico,  and  presents  its  graceful  draic 
uninjured :  the  pavement  laid  by  Agrippa,  and 
trodden  by  Augustus,  still  forms  its  floor ;  the  com- 
partments and  fluted  pillars  of  the  richest  marble, 
that  originally  lined  its  walls,  still  adorn  iti 
inward  circumference ;  the  deep  tints  that  age 
has  thrown  over  it  only  contribute  to  raise 
its  dignity  and  augment  our  veneration;  and 
the  traveller  enters  its  portal,  through  which 
twice  twenty  generations  have  flowed  in  suc- 
cession, with  a  mixture  of  awe  and  religious 
veneration.  Yet  the  Pantheon  itself  has  greatly 
suffered  during  eighteen  centuries.  The  flight 
of^  steps  that  conducted  to  its  threshold,  the 
marbles  that  clothed  it,  the  statues  that  graced 
its  cornice ;  the  1:]|ronze  that  blazed  on  its  domei 
that  vaulted  its  portico,  and^  formed  its  sculptured 
doors ;  and  the  silver  that  lined  the  compartments 
of  its  roof  within,  and  dazzled  the  spectator  with 
its  brightness;  all  have  disappeared.  The  rapacity 
and  the  avarice  of  succeeding  ^es  of  barbarians 
continued  to  strip  it  of  these  splendid  decoratiouK 
and  time,  by  levelling  many  a  noble  ^structure  in 
its  neighbourhood,  has  raised  the  pavement,  and 
deprived  it  of  all  the  advantages  of  situation. 
The  two  celebrated  pillars  of  Jlntoninus  and  IVajan 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


BRIDGES  231 

stand  each  in  its  square,  but  they  also  have  lost 
^several  feet  of  their  original  elevation  ;  and  the 
col^nade  or  portico  that  enclosed  the  lattw, 
supposed  to  be  the  noblest  structure  of  the  kind 
ever  erected,  has  long  since  sunk  in  the  dust, 
and  its    ruins    probably  lie    buried  under  the 
foundations  of  the  neighbouring  houses.   .  Seven 
bridges  formerly  conducted  over  the  Tiber  to 
the  Janiculum  and  Vatican  Mount:  of  these  the 
most  reDsarkable  were  the  first,  the  Pons  Elius ; 
and  the  last,  the  Pons  Sublicius;  the  former, 
erected  by  Adrian,  opened  a  grand  communica* 
ti<m  fix>m  the  Campus  Martins  to  his  mausoleum. 
It  still  remains  under  the  appellaticm  of  .Ponte 
fit.  Angelo ;  the^statues  that  adorned  its  balus* 
trade  disappeared  at  an  early  period,  and  have 
•ince  been  replaced  by  statues  of  St.  Peter  and 
St«  Paul,  and  of  several  angels,    executed  by 
eminent  masters,  and  considered  beautiful.    The 
aneient  statues  were  probably  thrown  into  the 
Tiber,  and  may  probably  at  some  future  period 
be  recovered  from  its  channel.    The  Pons  Su- 
blicius lay  much  lower,  and  formed  a  passage  froi9 
the  Aventine  Mount  to  the  Janiculum.    Though 
consecrated  by  its  antiquity,  for  it  was  the  first 
bridge  built  at  Rome ;  and  still  more  by  the 
heroic  exploit  of  Horatius  Cseles,  who  singly 
defendlMl  it  against  a  whole  army  ;  it  has  long 
since    fallen.    The  edifices  just  alluded  to,  and 
a  thousand  others  equally  calculated  to  resist 
the  idepredations^  of  time,  and  the  usual  means 
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of  flOtificial  ddKtrikction,  iiave  thus  sunk  mto  mter 
annihilation.  Thiii  is  to  be  aiccounted  for  by 
various  i^alBona  ;  first  l^e  barbarians  who  took 
and  saoked  Rome,  hid  itd  pluhder,  not  its  de- 
struction in  view  ;  and  that  they  warred  with 
the  power  and  the  opiilence,  not  with  the  taste 
and  the  •^ifiees  of  the  Romans.  Gold  and  silveTp 
brass  and  predou^s  stones,  cloth  and  articles  of 
apparel^  with  furniture  of  every  sort,  were  the 
olDJects  of  their  rapacity  :  the  persons  also  of  the 
tmlbrtunate  Romans,  whom  they  could  either  sell 
0^  employ  as  slaves,  were  considered  a  valuable 
part  of  their  booty ;  in  collecting  the  formefj 
and  securing  the  latter,  their  attention  was  fully 
occupied,  nor  had  they  leisuire,  supposing  tbat 
Ihey  had  the  inclination,  during  the  short  space 
of  time  they  occupied  the  dty,  (confined  to  six 
days  the  first,  and  fourteen  the  second  time  the 
city  was  taken)  to  demolbh,  or  even  materially 
disfigure  the  solidity  of  the  public  edifices-  The 
massive  roof  of  the  capitol,  formed  of  brass,  and 
it  seems  lined  with  gold,  ahd  the  bronze  co- 
vering and  sculptured  portals  of  the  Pantheon, 
were  torn  firom  their  respective  temples  by  them ; 
but  the  edifices  themselves  were  spared,  and  the 
latieir  still  remains,  to  sbow  how  little  damage 
its  essential  form  sufiered  in  the  disaster. 

In  the  pillage  of  Rome  by  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  sacred  statues,  when  of  precious  metals, 
such  as  gold,  silver,  or  brass,  were  not  spared; 
but  the  shrine  only,  or  perhaps  the  furniture  and 
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deoantioDi  of  the  temple,  of  sisiilar  mtterilds, 
and  of  ooime  equally  calculated  to  attract  the 
hand  of  rapacity,  were  violated,  while  the  edifices 
theoiselvea  were  respected.  Among  the  causes 
of  ruin,  we  iBay  idw  safely  rank  the  indiffiurence 
and  neglect  of  government;  nay,  we  have  even 
somefeason  to  suspect  that  the  emperors  not 
only  n^lected  the  reparation,  but  sometimes 
hastened  the  &11  of  public  structures.  Each  . 
sovweign  was  ambitious  pf  distinguishing  his 
reign  by  some  magnificent  fiibric,  by  erecting 
baths,  or  a  circus,  a  portico,  or  a  forum ;  and 
they  were  not  always  delicate  as  to  the  places 
whence  the  materials  were  taken,  and  some* 
times  stripped  the  mcmuments  of  their  prede* 
c^ssig^  of  their  ojmaments,  in  order  to  employ 
them  iu  decorating  their  new  edifices.  Certain 
it  is,  that  some  emperors,  while  they  were  adding 
to  the  splendour  of  the  city  on  one  side,  made 
no  difficulty  of  plundering  it  on  the  other. 

When  Rome  ceased  to  be  firee,  the  forum,  (the 
seat  of  popular  deliberations)  became  useless, 
and  fen  into  decay  at  an  early  period.    The  ^ 
destruction  of  Rome  has,  therefdre,  arisen  firom 
the  neglect  of  emperors,  the  indifference  of  ma- 
gistrates, the  rapacity  of  individuals,  tfie  rage 
of  contesting^  factions,  and  the  impoverishment  of 
the  city;  to  which  if  we  add,  tibe  silent  stroke 
of  mouldering  time,  we  shall  have  the  list  of 
destruction  complete.    The  few  edifices  that  still 
survive,  owe  their  existence  either  to  the  pro- 
10.  2  tt 
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ttctiAg^^  hand  of  religion,  tlat  warded  off;  or  to 
thfeir  own  sofidity  which  defied,  the  blow  levelled 
at  their  majestic  forms  by  age  or  indifference. 
"^  The'  columns  of  Trajan  and  Antoninus  stand 
most  magnificent  examples.  These  superb  co- 
lumns are  of  the  same  materials,  the  6nest  white 
marble,  of  nearly  the  same  heigth,  about  ond  hun- 
dred and  twenty  feet,  and  of  the  same  decorations ; 
a  series  of  sculpture,  winding  in  a  spiral  line 
from  the  base  to  the  capital,  representing  the 
wars  ani  triumphs  of  the  two  emperors.  They 
formeHy  supported  each  a  colossial  statue  of 
Trajan  and  Antoninus :  these  have  long  since 
disappeared,  and  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  have 
been  jsubstituted  in  their  stead,  though  very 
improperly,  as  the  bloody  scenes  and  profane 
sacrifices  pourtray.ed  on  the  shafls  beneath,  are 
in  adapted  to  the  character  and  pacific  virtues 
ot  these  apostles.  Howover,  notwithstanding  the 
impropriety  of  the  situation,  the  picturesque 
effect^is  the  same,  especially  as  the  nfodero 
statues  are  probably  of  the  same  size,  and,  if  we 
upay  judge  by  medals,  placed  in  the  same  atti% 
tude  as  the  ancient. 

.  Of  the. rich  materials  employed  in  thestutues, 
piHars  and  decorations  of  this  vast  scene  of 
grandeur,  the  bronze  has  always  been  an  object 
of  ^  plunder^  or  of  theflt,  and  of  course  equally 
cpveted  by  the  rapacious  barbarians  and  theim* 
pj^y^^ished  Romans.  It  was  therefore  diligently 
sougntfor,  and  consequently  soon  disappeared* 
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QfiiJkt  eu^bi  muhlq  piUii»j:  some  were  tinv- 
P9rt^4  l^y  Qharl^mttigiie  teytmd  the  Alp^^vud 
thau9aiid$  b«ye  heea  employeid  iu  the  ckuifobes 
md  ptllaCQs  of  the  modern  city..  In  mikky, 
vteiafit  Rome  has  beea  for  twelre  ^euturiMiu 
^{uarry  of  the  most  vfdaahle  biuhliig  ma^cUik, 
e?eropen^  and  tiever  eithausted;  yet  notwith- 
itanding  the  waste  and  havoc  of  these  matcrkls, 
lam  inclined  to  think  that  the  far  greater  portion 
8tiU  remains  buried  amidst  the  rains,  or  entombed 
under  the  edifices  of  the  modern  city.  The 
ancient  pavement  of  the  forum  is  well  known 
to  exist  about  fourteen  feet  under  the  presient 
level,  and  several  of  the  baths  remain  still  un- 
opened. The  portico  of  Trajan  lies  near  twenty 
feet  nnder  the  foundations  of  modern  churches 
and  convents.  What  treasures  of  art  may  not 
be  contained  in  these  mines,  hitherto  unexplored ! 
What  beautiful  forms  of  sculpture  and  archi* 
tectore  may  still  slumber  in  this  immense  ceme* 
t^ry  of  ancient  magnificence  !  Should  the  Roman 
government,  when  the  present  Convulsions  shall 
have  subsided  into  tranquillity,  acquire  energy  and 
means  adequate  to  such  an  undertaking,  it  may 
perhaps  turn  its  attention  to  an  object  so  worthy 
of  it,  and  the  classic  traveller  may  entertain 
fond  hope,  that  the  veil  which  has  so  long  con- 
cealed the  beauties  of  the  ancient  city,  may  be 
in  part  removed,  and  some  grand  features  of 
Roman  magnificence  once  more  exposed  to  view. 
At  least,  the  materials  of  many  a  noble  structure 
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may  reappear,  many  a  long  fidlen  column  In 
taught  Again  to  seek  the  skies,  and  many  a  g(H 
and  many  a  hero  emerge  from  darkness,  ^onci 
more  ascend  their  lofty  pedestals,  and  challeng( 
the  admiration  of  future  generations.  But,  u 
the  present  state  of  thraldoms  in  winch  ltd] 
crouches,  when  and  by  what  interference'  thesi 
pleasing  hopes  may  be  realized,  it  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible  to  determine. 


^    L.j     :-;:.) 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Ihseriptian  of  modem  Rome. — Its  PopuhitiaH**" 
State  of  its  Streets — Squares — Fountains-^ 
Tmbs.--The  Castk  of  St.  Jngelo.--- Palaces 
of  the  Popes.*'- Palace  of  the  Vatican. — Prin;* 

I  dpcd  Church. 

The  modern  city,  as  the  reader  must  have 
already  observed,  possesses  many  features  of 
ancient  Rome.  The  same  roads  lead  to  hec 
gates  from  the  extremities  of  Italy ;  the  same 
aqueducts  pour  the  same  streams  into  her  foun- 
tains; the  same  great  churches  that  receiyed 
the  masters  of  the  world  in  ancient  times,  ar^ 
still  open  to  their  descendants.  Within  the  same 
circumference,  modem  Rome  lies  extended,  prin- 
cipally on  the  plain,  and  scattered  thinly  over 
the  hills,  bordered  by  villas,  gardens,  and  viner 
yards.  Its  population  is  reduced,  but  its  street js 
are  well  built, ^ and  well,  paved;  narrovirer  in 
general  than  those  in  London,  but  wider  than 
Aose  in  Paris;  but  as  the  houses  are  not  too 
high,  they  are  light  and  airy,  often  very  long 
and  straight,  and  not  unfrequently  terminating 
with  an  obelisk,  a  fountain,  or  a  church.  Suc^ 
are  tile  three  sitreets  which  diverge  from  th^ 
KazziaK^del  Pbpolo;  the  Corso  terminating  at  ihp 
foot  tt  Hxe  capitol ;  the  Strada  del  JE^boqinp 
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ending  in  the  Piazzo  de  Espagna,  and  the  Strads 
de  Ripetta  leading  to  the  Tiber. 
'  The  houses  are  of  stone,  but  plastered,  asai 
Vienna,  Berlin,  and  other  transalpine  cities ;  th( 
plaster,  or  rather  stucco,  is  extremely  hard,  anc 
in  a  climate  so  dry,  may  equal  stone  in  solidit] 
and  du'^tion.  Hence  its  general  use  in  Italy 
and  its  reputation  even  among  the  ancients. 

Without  entering  into  details,  I  shall  premise 
in  order  to  give  the  reader  a  general  idea  o 
modetti  Rome,  that  it  contains  forty-six  squares 
five  monumental  pillars,  ten  obelisks,  thirteei 
fbontains,  twenty-two  mausoleums,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  palaces,  and  three  hundred  and  forty-sb 
churches !  Of  these  objects  most  have  some  pecu 
liar  feature,  some  appropriate  beauty,  to  attraci 
the  attention  of  the  traveller. 

Three  only  of  the  ancient  aqueducts  novi 
remain  to  supply  modem  Rome,  and  yet  suel 
is  the  quantity  they  convey,  and  so  pure  th( 
sourcea  whence  they  derive  it,  that  no  city  cai 
boast  of  such  a  profusion  of  clear  and  salubrioui 
water.  It  is  rdated  that  such  a  quantity  of  watei 
was  introduced  into  the  ancient  city,  that  wboli 
rivers  seemed  to  flow  through  the  streets,  ani 
down  the  sewers,  so  that  every  house  had  it 
pipea  and  cisterns,  auflfeient  to  furnish  a  copiou 
ttid  perpetual  supply.  The  modern  Ramans  havi 
Aesm  equal  taste  and  spirit  in  this  respect,  an 
deserve  a  just  eulogium,  not  only  for  havii^ 
proewed  &n  abundance  of  water,  but  ior  tb 
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-Splendid  and.  truly  imperial  stile  iA  which  it  is 
poured  forth  for  public  use  in  the  diS^reDt 
quartersof  Ae  city. 

the  Gas^e  of  St.  Angdo  deserves  particular 

notice,  as  well  by   its   singular  grandeur  and 

commanding  position,  as  its  remarkable  origin 

uid  progress  to  its  present  state.    The  Emperor 

Adrian,  who  delighted  in  architecture  and  mag^ 

nificence,    determined    to  erect  a  mausoleum^ 

wlich  from  its  size  and  solidity,  should  surpass 

all  existilig  edifices  of  that'  nature.    He  selected 

for  its  site  a  spot  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 

river  at  the  foot  of  the  Vatican  Mount;   where 

on   a  vast    quadrangular    platform     of    solid 

Hone,  he  raised  a  lofty  circular,  edifice,   sur-^ 

romded  l)y  a    Corinthian    portico,  suppotted 

by  forty^eight  pillars   of  a    beautifiil  kind  of 

white  marble,  tinged  with  purple.    The  oonti^ 

tmtion  of  the  inner  wall  formed  a  second  stocy 

above,  adorned  with  Ionic    pilasters,  a  dome 

surmounted  by  a  cone  of  brass,  crowned  the 

whole  fabricv  and  gave  to  it  the  appearance  of 

a  vast  and  mo6t  majestic  temple     To  encrease 

its  splendour,  four  statues  occupied  the  intervals 

between  the    columns;   an  equal  number  rose 

above  the  entablature,  and  a  proportionable  series 

of  them  occupied  the  niches  of  the  second  story 

between  the  pilasters.      The   whole  fabric  was 

(iased  with  marble,    and  the  statues  were  the 

woilts  of  the  best  masters ;  and  this  monument 

was  considered  as  the  noblest  sepulchral  edifice 
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ever  erected,  and  one  of  the  proudest  ornament 
of  Rome,  even  when  ahe  shone  in  her  impwia 
magnificence.    Yet    the  date  of  its  glory  w« 
transitory.    The  hand  of  time  daily  de&ced  it 
ornaments,  and  the  military  skill  of  Belisariui 
turned  it  into  a  temporary  fortress.  The  constan 
necessity  of  such  a  commanding  situation  became 
daily  more  visible,  and  the  government  saw  tb 
necessity  of  securing  a  permanent  post,  com- 
manding the  river,  and  which  from  its  interna 
solidity  might  defy  all  the  ancient   means  oi 
assault.    The  parts,  therefore,  that  remain  of  it, 
are  such  as  were  adapted  for  this  purpose ;  is 
the  course  of  time  various  bastions,  ramparts^ 
and  outworks,  have  been  added  to  the  original 
building,  several  houses  for  soldiers,  provisions, 
maga^nes,  &c.  are  raised  around,  and  some  v^ 
considerable  edifices  contaimng  spacious  apart- 
ments, erected  in  the  solid  mass  of  the  sepnlchie 
itself.  It  takes^its  present  name,  Castel  S.  Angelo, 
from  its  destination,  (for  it  is  in  f^ict  the  citadd 
of  RcHue)  and  from  a  bronze  statue,  of  an  angel 
standing  with  extended  wings,  on  its  summit. 

The  ordinary  residence  of  the  Pope  is  chosen 
for  the  loftiness  and  salubrity  of  its  situatton» 
and  is  called  the  Quirinal  Palace,  or  Mopte 
Cavallo.  Its  exterior  presents  two  long  fnmtSt 
plaanand  unadorned;  the  court  vrithin  is  about 
thtee  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  and  near  two 
hundred  wide.  A  broad  and  lofty  portico  runs 
along  it  on  every  side,  and  terminates  in  a  grand 
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llwreiae,  conducted  to  the  Papal  apartmenu^ 
to  tbe  gallery  and  the  ckapel,  all  on  a  grand 
leale,  9nd  adorned  with  fine  paintings.  In  the 
fomiture  and  other  decorations  the  style  is  simple 
and  ttoiform,  and  such  as  seems  to  become  the 
grave,  unostentatious  character  of  a  christian 
prfslate.  The  square  before  this  palace  is  n-^ 
nmtkikble  for  an  Egyptian  obelisk  erected  in  it  by 
tbie  late  Pope,  and  still  more  for  t^o  statues,  each 
representing  a  horse  held  by  a  young  man ;  these 
stand  on  each  side  of  the  obelisk,  and  give  the 
bill  its  appellation  of  Monte  Cavallo.  They  are^ 
of  colossial  size  and  exquisite  beauty ;  are  sup* 
posed  to  represent  Castor  and  Polhix,  although 
the  inscription  says  Alexander  and  Bucephalus ; 
they  are  acknowledged  to  be  the  works  of  some 
great  Grecian  matter.  They  were  transported 
by  the  Emperor  Constantino  from  Alexandria, 
and  erected  in  his  baths,  which  stood  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  whence  they  were  conveyed 
by  one  of  the  Popes  to  their  present  situation. 

The  Vatican  hill  retains  its  ancient  appella^ 
tion^  and  gives  it  to  the  Palace  and  Church  which 
adorn  its  summit  and  declivity.  The  Vatican 
is  now  the  peaceful  theatre  of  some  of  the  most 
najestic  ceremonies  of  the  pontificial  court:— 
it  is  the  repository  of  the  records  of  andent 
science^  and  the  temple  of  the  arts  of  Greece 
and  Rome.v  Under  these  three  heads;  it  com« 
mands  the  attention  of  every  tmveUer  of  cwao* 
titf^  taste  ai^  infotmatien*    Itsi  wteiiC  is  imh » 
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mense,  and  covers  a  space  of  twelve  hundn 
feet  in  length,  and  a  thousand  in  breadth.  I 
elevation  is  proportionate,  and  the  number 
apartments  it  contains  is  almost  incredibl 
Gralleries  and  porticos  sweep  around  and  throuj 
it,  in  all  directions,  and  open  an  easy  access  1 
every  quarter.  Its  halls  and  saloons  are  all  c 
a  great  scale,  and  by  their  magnitude  and  lo 
tiness  alone  give  an  idea  of  magnificence  trul 
Roman.  The  grand  entrance  is  from  the  portic 
of  St.  Peter's  by  the  Scala  Regia,  the  moi 
superb  staircase  perhaps  in  the  world,  consis 
ing  of  four  flights  of  marble  steps,  adorned  "wil 
a  double  row  of  marble  Ionic  pillars.  Th 
staircase  springs  from  the  equestrian  statue  < 
Constantine,  which  terminates  the  portico  o 
one  side ;  and  whether  seen  thence,  or  viewe 
from  the  gallery  leading  on  the  same  side  I 
the  colonnade,  forms  a  perspective  of  singuli 
beauty  and  grandeur.  This  staircase  conduc 
to  the  regal  hall,  a  room  of  great  length  an 
elevation,  which  communicates  by  six  lar{ 
folding  doors  with  as  many  other  apartment 
The. space  over  the  doors,  and  the  interva 
between,  are  occupied  by  pictures  in  fresco,  r( 
presenting  various  events,  considered  as  honou 
able  or  advantageous  to  the  Roman  see. 

The  library  of  the  Vatican  Palace  is  interes 
ing,  and  of  great  value,  both  as  regards  tl 
number  of  volumes  it  contains,  their  antiquil 
and  rarity,   and    the  various  other  relics  ui 
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cariosities  which  are  preserved  there.  Seven 
interpreters  or  secretaries  are  in  attendance, 
who  speak  the  principal  languages  of  Europe, 
for  the  accommodation  of  learned  foreigners.  A 
double  gallery,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
in  length,  opens  into  a  second  gallery  of  eight 
hundred  feet  long !  This  immense  range  has  a 
vast  number  of  rooms,  cabinets,  and  apartments 
of  various  descriptions,  annexed,  for  the  reception 
of  the  noble  collection,  which  has  been  estimated 
to  amount  to  more  than  a  million  of  volumes. 
But  the  real  superiority  of  this  library  arises 
&ot  so  much  from  this  quantity  of  printed  books, 
but  the  multitude  and  the  rarity  of  its  manu* 
scripts,  which  are  said  to  amount  to  an  hundred 
thousand.  Some  of  these  are  of  the  highest 
antiquity. 

One  of  the  apartments  which  opens  from  the 
gaUery  cannot  be  passed  over  without  notice;  it 
is  consecrated  to  the  monuments  of  christian  an- 
tiquity,  and  contains  a  singular  and  unparelleled 
collection  of  instruments  of  torture  employed  in 
the  ages  of  persecution, 

The  Museum  is  also  of  great  extent  and  mag* 
nificence ;  it  consists  of  a  great  number  of  noble 
apartments,  of  grand  dimensions  and  embellish- 
ment, in  which  are  preserved  a  vast  collection  of 
admirable  antiques,  which  from  their  beauty, 
their  rarity,  intrinsic  value,  as  well  as  the  mode 
of  arrangement,  Torm  perhaps  the  most  magni- 
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ficent  and  grand  combination  that  has  been  ev 
beheld,  or  can  almost  be  imagined. 

A  spacious  court  is  filled  with  ancient  statu( 
of  exquisite  execution,  of  various  animals ;  a 
this  opens  into  an  extensive  gallery,  lined 
both  sides  with  the  finest  statues  of  antiquity 
the  human  form.  This  gallery  terminates  in  thi 
apartments,  which  are  filled  with  the  most  bes 
tiful  and  valuable  busts  of  antiquity,  which  i 
placed  on  stands  of  ancient  workmanship,  a 
generally  of  the  most  beautiful  and  curious  mi 
ble.  Another  extensive  building  is  devoted 
the  reception  of  colossial  statues  ;  others  cent; 
beautiful  collections  of  vases,  columns,  Egypti 
figures,  tablets,  tombs,  tripods,  &c.  which  ha 
been  discovered  since  the  other  apartments  mm 
filled «  Such  is  in  part  the  famed  Museum  of  1 
Vatican^  which  in  the  extent,  multiplicity,  a 
beautiful  disposition  of  the  apartments  and  th 
contents,  jar  surpasses  every  edifice  of  the  kii 
eclipses  the  splendour  of  the  gallery  of  Floren 
once  its  rival,  and  scorns  comparison  with  th< 
of  Paris,  which  by  the  lawless  right  of  conqu 
have  been  decorated  with  the  plunder  of  i 
Vatican. 

The  account  of  this  celebrated  palace,  althoi 
necessarily  brief,  and  confined  only  to  a  fe^ 
the  prmcipal  objects,  will  yet  abundantly  sh 
the  worthy  objects  of  Her  Royal  Highnesses  ta 
and  enquiry,  and  their  vast  extent  and  variety 
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The  churches  of  modem  Rome  fonn  its  pecu- 
liar glory,  as  the  temples  seem  to  have  beea  the 
principal  ornaments  of  the  ancient  city. 

The  church  of  St.  Clement  is  the  most  ancient 
diurch  in  Rome.  It  is  built  in  a  beautifully  sim- 
ple style  of  architecture,  and  abounds  with  pil- 
kn  of  much  eleganco ;  it  is  altogether  admindiile 
for  its  beauty  of  perspective,  and  the  conTenienos 
of  public  worship. 

The  churches  of  St.  Martino^  St.  Andrea,  and 
St  Cecilia,  nre  remaricable  for  their  beauty  [and 
decoiation,  and  may  indeed  be  considered  the 
most  exquisite  specimens  of  magnificence  in  this 
class  of  building  to  be^ found  in  Rome. 

The  church  of  St.  Pietro  is  very  ancient,  aiul  is 
chiefly  remarkable  for  the  famous  painting  of  the 
Transfiguration,  by  Raphael,  and  supposed  to  be 
the  most  valuable  picture  in  the  world.  It  was 
seized  by  the  Frenq|||during  the  war  of  therevo* 
tation. 

Hie  Pantheon  was  first  converted  into  a  chuich 
in  the  year  609,  and  has  feince  that  time  enjoyed 
die  patronage  and  attention  of  various  pontiffii. 
Twenty  ages  have  rolled  over  this  venerable  &- 
brie,  and  have  gradually  stripped  it  of  its  orna- 
ments, its  brilliant  decorations  and  glossy  colours, 
but  have  left  it  all  its  primeval  proportions^  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Pantheon  proba- 
bly owes  its  preservation  to  the  circumstance  of 
its  having  been  convertedinto  a  church. 

On  the  Via   Tiburtina  stands  the  church  of 
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St.  Lawrence,  erected  over  his  tomb  by  Constan- 
tine.  Under  the  altar  is  the  tomb  of  St.  Lawreiice, 
where  his  body  reposes,  as  is  related,  with  that 
of  St  Stephen  the  first  martyr ;  it  is  beauti- 
lully  inlaid  and  incrusted  with  the  most  precious 
marble. 

:  From  the  Porta  Tiburtina,  a  long  and  straight 
street  or  road,  leads  almost  in  a  direct  line 
to  the  church  of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore,  which 
derives  the  latter  part  of  its  appellation  from 
its  size  and  magnificence,  as  being  the  first  that 
bears  the  najne  of  the  Blessed  Virgin.  It  is  said 
to  have  been  founded  about  the  year  350,  and  has 
undergone .  many  repairs  and  alterations  sinoe 
that  period.  It  is  one  of  the  noblest  churches 
in  the  world,  and  well^  deserves  an  epithet  of 
distinction. 

This  celebrated  church  contains  a  chapel  be- 
longing to  the  Borghese  ^nily,  which  is  most 
profusely  decorated;  indem  the  spectator «is 
astonished  at  the  profusion  with  whicj),  not  bronze 
and  marble  only,  but  lapis-lazuli,  jasper,  and 
the  more  precious  stones,  are  employed  on  all 
sides,  so  that  the  walls  seem  to  blaze  around, 
and  almost  dazzle  the  eyes  with  their  lustre. 
,  From  this  a  long  and  wide  street  leads  to  the 
church  of  St.  John.  This  church  is  the  regular 
cathedral  of  the  bishop  of  Rome^  and  assumes 
the  priority  of  all  others,  and  the  pompous  tide 
of  the  Parent  and  Mother  of  all  churches.  It 
was  founded  by  Constantine,  but  burnt,  ruined; 
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rebuilt,  and  frequently  since  repaired.  Its  mag* 
nitude  corresponds  with  its  rank  and  antiquity, 
and  the  richness  of  its  decorations  are  equal  to 
botL  A  wide  and  straight  road  leads  from  this 
building,  through  a  solitary  grove,  to  the  church 
of  the  Holy  Cross  ;  another  patriarchal  church 
erected  by  Constantine  on  the  ruins  of  a  temple 
of  Venus  and  Cupid,  destroyed  by  his  orders. 
This  church  derives  its  name  from  some  pieces 
of  the  holy  cross,  and  a  quantity  of  earth  taken 
from  Mount  Calvary,  and  deposited  in  it  by 
St.  Helena,  Constantine's  mother.  The  patri- 
archal church  of  St.  Paul  is  one  of  the  grandest 
temples  erected  by  the  first  christian  emperor. 
Such  was  the  respect  which  the  public  enter- 
tained for  this  church,  and  so  great  the  crowds 
that  flocked  to  it,  that  it  appears  the  emperor 
thought  it  necessary  to  build  a  portico  from  the 
gate  to  the  church,  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile. 
The  magnificence  of  this  portico  seems  to  have 
equalled  the  most  celebrated  works  of  the  ancient 
Romans,  as  it  was  supported  by  marble  pillars, 
and  covered  with  gilt  copper. 

I  shall  close  this  account  of  Roman  churches 
by  a  description  of  St.  Peter's,  and  an  account 
of  some  of  the  glories  of  this  unrivalled  building, 
the  boast  of  modem  skill,  and  of  the  united  arts 
of  painting,  sculpture,  and  architecture.  The 
church  of  St.  Peter  was  the  first  and  noblest 
religious  edifice  erected  by  Constantine.  It  stood 
on  part  of  the  Circus  of  Nero,  and  was  supposed 
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to  oGcujiy  a  spot  consecrated  by  the  blood  d 
numberless  martyrs  exposed  or  slaughtered  in 
that  place  of  public  amusement  by  order  of  the 
tyrant ;  but  its  principal  and  exclusive  advan- 
tage was  the  possession  of  th^  body  of  SL  Peter, 
a  circumstance  which  raised  it  to  the  highest 
degree  of  considlration.    Princes  and  emperors 
visited  this  sanctuary  with  devotion,  and  even 
kissed^  as   they  approached,  the  marble  stepi 
that  led  to  its  portal.    About  the  year  1456| 
Nicolas  V.  conceived  the  project  of  taking  down 
the  old  church,  and  erecting  in  its  stead  a  new 
and  more  extensive   structure.    The  work  was 
begun,  but  nearly  three  hundred  years  elapsed, 
and  five  and  thirty  pontiflb  reigned,   from  tbc 
period   of  the   commencement    to  that  of  the 
termination  of  this  stupendous  fabric*    To  cal« 
culate  the    expense  with    any  great   precisioo 
would  be  difficult,  but  from  the  best  informatioa 
that  has  been  collected  on  the  subject,  howeVei 
enormous  the  sum  may  seem,  the  expenditure 
appears  to  have   amounted  to  at  least  twehn 
millions  sterling.    The  reader  will  no  doubt  be 
astonished  to  learn,  that  during  the  wars  of  Uie 
French  revoluticm,  this  incomparable  edifice  wai 
estimated:   in  the  language  of  commerce,    iti 
gold,  silver,  bronze,  and  marbles,  were  appraised 
by  a  company  of  Jews,  by  order  of  the  Frenchi 
wdth  a  view  to  sell  those  valuaUes  to  the  highest 
bidder !     But  Providence  seemed  to  inteipose, 
bdwe  this  work  of  barbarism  could  be  com" 
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menced ;  the  French  army,  alarmed  by  the  ap- 
^oach  of  the  Allies,  retired  with  precipitation, 
and  St  Peter's  stands ! !  From  the  bridge  and 
Castle  of  St.  Angelo,  a  wide  street  conducts  in 
a  direct'line  to  a  square,  and  that  square  presents 
at  once  the  court  or  porticoM^iind  part  of  the 
church.  When  the  spectator  approaches  the 
entrance  of  this  court,  he  vie  war*  four  ranges  of 
lofty'pillars,  sweeping  off  to  the  right  and  left  * 
io  a  bold  semicircle.  In  the  centre  of  the  area 
formed  by  this  immense  colonnade,  an  Egyptian 
obelisk  of  one  solid  piece  of  granite  ascends  to 
the  height  of  one  hundred  and  thijly  feet ;  two 
perpetual  fountains,  one  on  each  side,  play  in 
the  air,  and  fall  in  sheets  round  the  immense 
basons  of  porphyry  that  receive  them.  Befor.e 
him,  raised  on  three  successive  flights  of  marble 
steps,  extending  four  hundred  feet  in  length, 
imd  towering  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty,  he  beholds  the  majestic  front  of  the 
church  itself.  This  front  is  supported  by  a 
smgle  row  of  Corinthian  pillars  and  pilasters, 
and  adorned  with  an  attic,  a  balustrade,  and 
thirteen  colossal  statues.  Far  behind,  and  above 
itj  rises  the  matchless  dome,  the  justly  celebrated 
wander  of  Rome^  and  of  the  world.  The  colonnade 
of  coupled  pillars,  that  surrounds  and  strengthens 
its  vast  base,  the  graceful  attic  that  surmounts  this 
colcmnade,  the  bold  and  expansive  swell  of.  the 
dome  itself,  and  the  pyramid  seated  on  a  cluster 
of  columns,  and  bearing  the  ball  and  cross  to  the 
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skiee,  all  perfect  in  Iheir  kiad,  form  tke  mofl 
magaifie^t  and  singularly  grand  exbibitioB  tba 
tkekuman  eye  perkaps  ever  contemplated.  Twt 
iMsef  cupekts,  one  on  each  side,  partake  of  tl 
state  and  add  not  a  little  to  the  majesty  of  th 
principal  dopne.    » 

The  rool  is  accessible  by  so  convenient  a  staii 
case,  that  even  beasts  of  burden  may  asemd  i1 
When  arrived  there,  vre  conceive  ourselves  i 
a  new  city,  so  great  is  the  number  of  domes 
besides  the  large  one,  steeples,  galleries,  an 
staircases,  1%e  statues  on  the  top  of  the  baliu 
trade,  which,  seen  from  below,  look  like  dolk 
now  appear  like  so  many  colossal  figures.  Bu 
that  which  creates  the  greatest  surprise  is  tk 
great  dome,  its  surprising  firmness  and  secwitj 
which  are  only  to  be  fully  perceived  fromtU 
place.  Convenient  ste|>s  between  the  inner  an 
outer  arek  lead  to  the  lantern,  firom  wUck  y^ 
may  ascend  into  the  ball^  where  there  is  spac 
for  sixteen  persons.  An  iron  ladder  outside  lead 
to  the  top  of  the  cross  above  the  bail,  but  tU 
is  only  scaled  by  very  bold  adventurers. 

The  portico  or  vestibule  is  of  grand  dimensioii! 
and  adorned  with  equestrian  statues  of  Constao 
tine  and  Charlemagne :  the  eye  is  charmed  a 
every  point  of  this  view ;  bnt  how  great  ia  th 
astonishment  when^  we  ^reach  the  foot  of  tli 
alt%r,  and,  standing  in  the  centime  of  the  ekufd 
contemplate  the  fbur  superlx  vistas  that  ope 
amund ;  and  then^  raising  tke  eyes  to  the  doffli 
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At  the  prodigieus  elevftiion  of  fdur  himdred  foet, 
extended  like  a  firmaaieBt  over  head,  aad  pM- 
renting  in  glowing  Mosaic  the  companies  of  the 
jnst,  the  choirs  of  celestial  spirits,  and  the  whole 
hierarchy  of  heaven,  arrayed  in  the  presence 
of  the  Eternal,  whose  ^*  throne  high  raised  above 
all  height,**  crowns  the  awful  scene. 

When  the  eye  is  feasted  with  the  grandeur 
of  this  unparalleled  exhibition  in  the  whole^  it 
turns  to  the  parts^  the  ornaments,  and  the  fur- 
niture, which  will  be  found  peifectly  corre- 
sponding with  the  magnificent  form  of  the  temple 
itself. 

To  conclude:  in  magnitude,  elevatium,  opiK 
leacS,  and  beauty,  the  church  of  SU  Peter  has 
no  rival,  and  bears  no  comparison  :  in  neatness, 
cleanliness,  and  conveniaice,  so  necessary  to  tiie 
advantageous  display  of  magnificence,  if  any 
'  where  equalled,  it  can  no  wh^re  be  surpassed* 
It  is  cool  in  summer,  and  in  winter  dry  and  warm : 
its  portals  are  ever  open,  and,  unlike  our  own 
cathedral  churches,  the  sacred  character  of  the 
temple  is  not  defiled  by  the  clamorous  de- 
mands of  money ;  every  visitant,  whether  at- 
tracted by  devotion  or  curiosity,  may  range  over 
it  at  leisure,  and,  without  molestation  or  notice^ 
contemplate  its  beauties,  or  pour  out  his  prayers 
before  its  altars.  The  only  church  which  has 
been  compared  with  St. Peter's,  is  St.  Paul's  in 
London.  If  the  latter  be,  as  in  manyrespecta 
it  is,  the  second  church  in  the  world,  yet  it  ia 
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fai  inferior  to  the  former,  and  cannot  withoii 
absurdity  be  put  upon  a  parallel  with  it ;  tfa 
size,  proportions,  and  materials  of  the  two  edifice 
when  compared,  shew  at  one  view  how  ill  founds 
such  a  comparison  must  be. 

;  ST.  Peter's.       st.  Paul's. 

Length   700  feet &00feet 

^^'^It     Transept... 500... 250 

'!  Height ....4^    : 340 

Breaflth  of  the  nave  90 60    . 

.__     Heightofthe  naTe.I54.. ..120 

In  fact,  every  edifice,  whether  in  existence  c 
on  record  only,  of  whatsoever  denomination,  fall 
far  short,  in  some  respect  or  other,  of  the  churc 
of  St.  Peter  :  it  is  the  grand  temple  of  th 
christian  world ;  and  to  render  it  as  worthy  a 
possible  of  its  high  destination,  human  ingenuit 
seems  to  have  strained  its  powers,  and  art  t 
have  exhausted  its  resources. 

:  MTP  . 

I) 

11^.  • 
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CHAPTER  Xni. 

Description  of  Divine  Service^  as  performed  by  ' 
the  Pope  on  high  Festivals. — Grand  Spectacle 
irtSt.  Peterson  the  night  of  Good  Friday. — 7e?w- 
pie  of  Romulus.— Circus  of  Caracalla. — Her 
Royal  Highness  leaves  Rome  for  Naples. — Route  y 
Vellotri  —  Pomptine  Marshes  —  Terracina — 
Gaeta  —  Approach  to  Naples  —  Arrival  at 
Naples.        ^ 

▼▼HEN  the  Pope  celebrates  divine"^  service,  as_ 
on  Easter  Sunday /Christmas  Day,  Whit  Sunday, 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  &c.,  the  great  or  middle 
doors  of  the  church  are  thrown  open  at  ten,  and 
the  procession,  formed  of  cardinals,  deans,  and 
the  public  officei-s,  &c.  preceded  by   a  beadle 
carrying  the  papal  cross,  and  two  others  bearing" 
lighted  torcheis,  enters  and  advances  slowly  in 
two  long  columns,  between  two  ranks  of  soldiers, 
up  the  nave.    This  majestic  procession  is  closed^ 
by  the  pontiff  himself,  seated  in  a  chair  of  state,, 
supported  by  twenty  valets,  half  concealed  in 
the  drapery   that  falls  in  loose  folds  from  the 
throne ;  he  is  crowned  with  his  tiara,  and  bestows 
his  benediction  on  the  crowds  that  kneel  on  all 
sides  as  he  is  borne  along.    When  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar,  he  descends,  resigns  his  tiara, 
feneels,  and  assuming  the  common  mitre,  seats 
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himsetf  in  the  espiscopal  chair  on  the  right  oft 
altar,  and  joins  in  the  psalms  and  prayers  tli 
precede  the  solemn  service.  Towards  the  cc 
elusion  of  the  preparatory  devotions,  his  imm 
diate  attendants  form  a  circle  ardund  him,  clot 
liim  in  his  pontiiicial  robes,  and  place  the  tiara 
his  head;  after  which,  accompanied  by  two  dc 
cons,  and  two  sub-deacons,  he  advsLnced  to  t 
foot  of  the  altar,  and  bowing  reverently  mak 
the  usual  confession.  He  then  proceeds  in  gte 
pomp  through  the  chttncel,  and  ascends  the  po 
tificial  throife,  while  the  choir  sing  the  Introiti 
or  psalm  of  entrance,  the  Kyrie  Eleison,  ai 
Gloria,  when  the  pontiff  again  l^ys  aside  I 
tiara  J  and  after  having  saluted  the  congregati 
in  the  usual  fotm*  "  the  Lord  be  witii  you/'  rca 
the  collect  in  an  elevated  tone  of  voice,  with 
degree  of  inflection  just  sufficient  to  distingm 
it  from  an  ordinary  lecture.  The  epistle  is  th 
read^  first  in  Latin^  then  in  Greek;  and  after 
some  select  verses  from  the  Psalms,  intermingl 
with  AUelujahs,  are  sung,  to  elevate  the  min 
and  prepare  it  for  the  gospel.  The  pontiff  th( 
rises,  gives*  his  benediction  to  the  two  deaco 
that  kneel  at  his  feet  with  the  book  of  the  gospel 
and  resigning  his  ti»ra,  stands  while  the  gosp 
IB  suug  in  Latin  and  in  Greek,  after  which  1 
commences  the  Nicetie  cr^ed,  which  is  continui 
in  musicr  by  the  choir.  When  the  creed  andil 
psalm  that  follows  it  axe  over,*  he  descends  fa 
his  throne)  and  approaching  the  altar,  with  ti 
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same  attendants  and  the  same  pomp  as  in  the 
commencement  of  the  service,  he  receives  and 
oSers  np  the  usual  oblations,  fumes  the  altar 
irith  frai&ineense  from  a  golden  censer^  and  then 
washes  his  hands,  a  ceremony  implying  purity  of 
miod  and  body :  he  then  turns  to  the  people,  and 
ia  an  humble  and  afi^ctionate  address  begs  their 
prayers,  and  shortly  after  commences  that  sub- 
lime form  of  adoration  and  praise,  called  in  the 
Romish  service  the  Preface,  because  it  is  an  in- 
troduction to  the  mpst  solemn  part  of  the  liturgy, 
and  chants  it  in  a  tone  supposed  to  be  borrowed 
from  the  ancient  tragic  declamation,  and  very 
noble  and  impressive.  The  last  words,  **  Holy, 
Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  of  Annies,"  Ac.  are  ot- 
tered in  a  posture  of  profound  adoration,  and 
sang  by  the  choir  in  notes  of  deep  and  solemn 
iatonation.  All  music  then  ceases;  all  sounds 
are  hushed,  and  an  awful  silence  reigns  around^ 
irhile  in  a  low  tone  the  pontiff  reciter  that  mpst 
ancient  and  venerable  invocation  which  precedes,, 
accompanies,  and  follows  the  consecration,  and 
concludes  with  great  propriety  in  the  Lord's 
prayer,  chanted  with  a  few  emphatical  inflec- 
tions. Shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  this  prayer, 
the  pontfif  salutes  the  people  in  the  ancient  form^ 
"May  the  peace  of  the  Lord  be  always  with 
yon,"  aad  returns  to  his  throne,  white  the  choir 
sing  thrice  the  devout  address  to  the  Saviour, 
tdten  from  the  gospel,'^' Lamb  of  God,  who  takest 
Away  the  sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  upon  us." 
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When  he  is  seated,  the  two  deacons  bring  tl 
holy  sacrament,  which  he  first  reveres  humbly  i 
his  knees,  and  then  receives  in  a  sitting  postur 
the  anthem  after  communion  is  sung,  a  colle 
follows,  and  the  deacon  dismisses  the  assembly. 
The  pope  then  offers  up  his  devotions  on  I 
knees  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  and,  borne  along 
the  same  state  as  when  he  entered,  passes  don 
the  nave  of  the  church,  and  ascends  to  the  grai 
gallery  in  the  middle  of  the  front  of  St.  Peter 
His  .immediate  attendants  surround  his  perse 
and  the  rest  of  the  procession  draws  up  on  eai 
side.  The  immense  area  and  colonnade  befo 
the  church  are  lined  with  troops,  and  crowd 
with  thousands  of  spectators.  All  eyes  a 
fixed  on  the  gallery,  the  chant  of  the  choir 
heard  at  a  distance,  the  blaze  of  numberlc 
torches  plays  around  the  columns,  and  the  pont 
appears  elevated  on  his  chair  of  state  under  t 
middle  arch.  Instantly  the  whole  multitude  h 
low  fall  on  their  knees,  the  cannon  from  i 
Angelo  give,  a  general  discharge,  while  the  po[ 
rising  slowly  and  majestically  from  his  throi 
lifts  his  hands  towards  heaven,  stretches  for 
his  arm,  and  thrice  gives  his  benediction  to  t 
crowd,  to  the  city,  and  to  all  mankind :  a  solei 
pause  follows,  another  discharge  is  heard,  t 
crowd  rises,  and  the  pomp  gradually  disappea 
This  ceremony  is  without  doubt  exceeding  grai 
and  considered  by  most  travellers  as  a  noble  a 
becoming  conclusion  to  the  majestic  service  t\ 
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Ijrecedes  it.     The  sceoe  is  both  edifying  and 
impressive. 

I  must  not  here  pass  over  the  well  known  ex* 
hibition  that  takes  place  in  St.  Peter  s  on  the  night 
of  Good  Friday,  when  the  hundred  lamps  that 
bum  over  the  tomb  of  the  apostle  are  extin- 
guished, and. a  stupendous  cross  of  light  appears 
suspended  from  t|ie  dome,  between  the  altar  and 
the  nave,  sheddinjg;  over  ^e  whole  edifice  a  soft^ 
lustre  delightful  to  the  eye,  and  highly  favour- 
able to  picturesque  representation.  This  grand 
and  singular  exhibition  is  supposed  to  have  ori- 
ginated in  the  sublime  imagination  of  Michael 
^gelo ;  and  he  who  beholds  it  will  acknowledge 
that  it  is  not  unworthy  of  the  inventor.  The 
magnitude  of  the  cross,  hanging  as  if  self  sup-  . 
ported,  and  like  a  vast^  meteor  streaming  in  ike 
air ;  the  blazing  glory  that  it  pours  forth ;  the 
mi^Lture  of  light  and  shade  cast  on  the;  pillars, 
arches^  statues,  and  altars ;  the  vast  crowd  of 
anxious  spectators  placed  in  all  the  diflferent 
attitudes  of  curiosity,  wonder,  and  devotion;  the 
processions  with  their  banners  and  crosses  gliding 
successively  in  silence  along  the  nave,  and  kneel- 
ing around  the  altar ;  the  penitents,  of  all  nations 
and  dresses,  collected  in  groups  near  the  cpnfes- 
aionals  of  their  respective  languages ;  a  cardinal 
occasionally  advancing  through  the  crowd,  and 
as  Jie  kneels  humbly  bending  bis  head  to  the 
ptiremeBt;  in  fine^  the  pontiff  himself,  wich<>iit 
.^  ]g^f/aH^,  pro9trate  before  the  alttr^ 
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offering  up  his  adorations  in  silence, — ^fbrm 
scene  singularly  striking  and  grand,  at  once  sii 
pie  and  majestic. 

Near  the  Forum,  towards  the  Pomptine  moui 
there  remains  the  solid  wall  of  the  Rostra,  tl 
temple  of  Romulus,  raised  on  the  spot  where  tl 
twin  brothers  were  exposed.  And  proceeding  ( 
the  road  we  pass  the  ancient  church  of  St.  Seba 
tiaii,  and  shortly  after  come,  to  the  circus 
Caracalla.  This  circus,  about  two  miles  from  t 
gates  of  Rome,  presents  such  remnants  of  i 
ancient'  walls,  as  affords  a  clear  notion  of  tl 
different  parts  and  arrangements  of  a  circns. 
considerable  portion  of  the  exterior,  and  in  mai 
places  the  vault  that  supported  the  seats,  remai 
The  foundation  of  the  two  obelisks  that. terminal 
the  division  that  ran  lengthwise  through  the  c 
cus  and  formed  the  goals,  still  exists.  Near  t 
principal  goal  on  one  side,  behind  the  benchi 
stands  a  tower  where  the  judges  sat.  One 
the  extrenlities  supported  a  gallery,  which  cc 
tained  a  band  of  musicians,  and  is  flanked  by  ti 
towers,  whence  the  signal  for  starting  was  givi 
Its  length  is  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  t^ 
feet,  its  breadth  two  hundred  and  sixty :  t 
length  of  the  middle  division  is  nhie  hundred  it 
twenty-two.  The  distance  from  the  end  Hvhen 
tliey  started,  to  the  first  goal,  was  five  hnndr 
and  fifty  feet.  There  were  seven  ranges  of  sea 
which  contained  about  twenty-seVeothonsii 
persons.  As  justUng,  and  every  exertion  of  hk 
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gtreagth,  or  cunnuig,  were  aJlowed,  the  ebariots 
inrere  ocpacioiMtlly  overturned,  aod,  as  the  drivem 
had  the  reins  tied  round  their  bodies,  several  m^*-  * 
laocholy  accidents  took  place.    To  remove  the 
.bodies  of  the  charioteers  bruised  or  killed  in  such 
exertions,  a  large  gate  was  open  in  the  side  of  the 
circus  near  the  fii*st  goaty  where  such  accidents  ^ 
were  likeliest  to  take  place,  on  account  of  the 
narrowness  of  tlje  space;   and  this  precaution 
was  necessary,  as  the  ancients  deemed  it  a  moirt 
portentous  omen  to  go  through  a  gate  defiled  * 
by  the  passage  of  a  dead  body.    On  the  end 
opposite  the  starting  place,  was  a  triumphal  arch 
jor  grand    gate,   through  which  the  victorious 
clmrioteer  drove,  amidst  the  shouts  and  acclama- 
tions of  the  spectators.    There  were  six  sets  of 
drivers,  each  wearing  a  distiQguishing  colour, 
viz.  white,  red,  blue,  greeny  yellow,  and  purple, 
and  each   colour  drove  five  rounds  with  fi^sh 
horses*    There. are  stables  therefore  close  to  the 
circus,  i^nd  in  the  centre  of  these  stables  a  eir*- 
eular  fabric,    <^  at   least  seventy^two  feet    in 
.diameter,  with  an  open  spacje  around,  enclosed  by 
a.  high  wall.    This  building  was  probably  a  riding 
Mhof>I,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  crowned 

.with  a  temple I  shall  here  close  my  account 

.of  Rome,  as  at  the  present  visit  to  it.hy  Her  Royal 
Highness.  Indeed  it  were  scarcely  possible  to 
specify  eyery  object  of  attraction ;  the  views  of 
^iiral beauty,  and  the  remains  of  ancient  grandeur, 
,t#jbe  foundin  Rome,  are  numberless :  the  wonders  * 
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of  modem  art,  and  the  raoiiQments  of  ancieu 
splendour^  surround  the  traveller  wherever  h 
directs  his  observi^tion. 

Her  Royal  Highness  now  prepared  for  her  de 

parture    for  Naples.     We   reached    the   stag 

called  the  Torre  de  Mezzavin,  and  after  changip 

horses  we  drove  on  to  Albans.     From  Albans  tb 

road  winds  round  the  beautiful  little  valley  < 

Aricia,  formed  by  somie  of  the  lower  ramificatioi 

of  the  Alban  mount,  qnd  presented  on  the  left 

fine  view  of  Albans  and  the  neighbouring  hill 

all  gilded  by  the  rays  of  the  sun.    These  glowii 

tints  were  set  off  to  great  advantage  by  the  dai 

back-ground  formed  by  the  groves  and  evergrei 

forests  that  clothe  the  higher  regions  of  tl 

m(HUitain.       Night  shortly  after  closed  on  i 

and  deprived   us  of  several    interesting  vie^ 

which  we  might  have  enjoyed  from   the  lof 

situation  of  the  road,  which  still  continued 

run   along  Ihe   side   of  the  hill.      We   arrivi 

about    twelve    o'clock  at   Velletri,   an  anci^ 

town,    that  still   retains  its   former  name  a 

consideration,  iind  was  the  birth-place  of  A 

gustbs.    Though  it  contains  some  coosideral 

edifices,  particularly,  palaces,  yet  it  afipears  i 

built  and  gloomy.     Its  situation  is  however  pi 

ticularly  fine. 

The  country  through  the  two  next  stages 
extremely  green  and  feitile,  presenting  r 
meadows,  adorned  with  forest  scenery,  whi 
mild  bMQlles  form  a  striking  cootlntf;  wid^t 
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luursh  featores  of  the  bordering  niotintains.    The 
Tillage  tff  Cisterna  is  lively  atid  pleasing. 

Here  commence  the  famous  Pomptine  marshea, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  excellent  road  fofrmel 
through  them  on  the  under  structure  of  the  Ap«- 
piau  road.  .This  road  runs  on  an  exact  lervel^ 
and  in  a  straight  line,  for  thirty  miles.  It  ik 
bordered  on  both  sides  by  a  canal,  and  shaded 
by  double  rows  of  elms  and  poplars.  These  fenik 
WCTC  occasioned  by  the  quantity  of  water  carried 
into  the  plain  by  numberless  streams  that  rise  at 
the  foot  of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and,  for 
want  of  sufficient  declivity,  creep  sluggishly 
over  the  leyel  space,  and  sometimes  stagnate  in 
pools,  of*  lose  themselves  in  thfe  sands.    The  flat 

*  and  swampy  tract  spread  from  these  lakes,  for- 
merly covered  an  extent  of  eight  miles  in  breadth, 
and  thirty  in  length,  with  mud  and  infection. 
Hie  loss  of  so  much  fertile  and  valuable  land, 
and  the  exhalations  arising  from  ^uch  a  vast 
tract  of  swamp,  carried,  not  unfrequently  to  the 
capital  itself,  by  the  southerly  winds,  naturally 
attracted  the  attention  of  a  people  to  active  and 
industrious  as  the  ancient  Romans,  and  we  ac- 

'  cordrngly  find  a  continued  series  of  laborious 
efforts  to- reduce  them,  during  many  centuries. 
The  glory  of  finally  terminating  this  grand  under- 
taking, so  often  attempted  and  so  often  frustrated^ 
vcas  however  reserved  for  the  late  pontiff,  Pius  vi« 
vrho^  immediately  on  his  elevation  to- 1^  papal 
throne,  tdrmd  his  attenfioii  to  thi^  '^mptinis 
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marBhcs*  Tbe  ^eat  work  wan  cofitinued,  with  j 
credible  ardour  and  yast  expense^  for  the  spa 
of  tea  years,  and  at  length  crowned  with  coi 
plete  sECcess^  aftd  closed  in  the  year  1738.- 
The  draining  of  the  Pomptine  marshes  is  01 
of  the  most  useful  ,as  well  as  most  difficult  worl 
perhaps  ever  executed^  and  reflects  lustre  on  t1 
lalent  and  indu3try  which  effected  it.  A  short  tin 
before  wecrossed  the  PomptinemarsheSyfinecro; 
of  comhad  covered  the  cpuntry  on  ourleft,  ai 
extended  to  the  very  foot  of  the  mountains;  ( 
the  right  numerous  herds  of  cattle  and  hoi:8 
were  then  grazing  in  extensive  and  luxiiria 
pastures*  Between  two  and  three  miles  frc 
TeiTacina,  a  few  paces  from  the  road,  a  litt 
ancient  bridge  crosses  a  streamlet  issuing  fro 
the  fountain  of  Feronia.  The  grove  in  whi( 
this  goddess  was  supposed  to  delight,  has  loi 
since  falle/fi ;  one  only  solitaiy  ilex  hangs  pv 
the  fountain.  The  temple  has  sunk  into  the  dui 
not  even  a  stone  remains !  Yet  had  this  godde 
a  better  title  to  the  veneration  of  the  benevolei 
than  all  the  other  profane  deities  together.  SI 
was  supposed  to  delight  in  freedom,  and  total 
slaves- under  her  immediate  protection;  iu;i,dih< 
actually  received  their  persopal  liberty  jby  beii 
seated  in  a  certain  chair  in  her  temple. 
•  The  rocky  eminence  of  Anxur,  which  noii^ro 
full  bfefpre  us,  seemed  to  advance  towards  tl 
sea,  and*  4s  we.apprpacbed,  presented  to  bur  vie 
a  varitty  oC  ^teep  cU&..  Oq  the  wde  of.oj 
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'  of  fkMe^  craggy  Kll)»  stancki  the  old  tavn  of 
Tdrracina,  looktng  tawafds  the  marshes ;  th^  new 
town  descends  gradually  towards  the  beach,  and 
lines  the  shore;  it. was  considerably  augmeated 
by  the  late  Pope,  who  built  a  palace,  and  reaided 
there  daring  the  spring  and  autumn^  in  order  tO- 
urge  cm  his  favourite  Undertaking.  The  situation 
of  Terracina,  reclining  on  the  side  of  the  mountain^ 
ftod  stretched  along  the  shore^  is  very  picturesque ; 
its  long  lilies  of  white  edifices,  and  particufarly 
the  facade  of  the  Pope's  palace,  give  it  a;  general 
appearance  of  raagnificenee.  However,  it  po0«^ 
sesste  but  few  objects  of  curiosity.  Five  or  six 
miles  from  Terracina,  at -the  foot ,  of  a  hill,  tii 
a  defile,  with  the  rock  on  one  side  and  the  sea 
OD  the  othef ,  stands  a  tower  with  a  gate,  formiii|^ 
the  banner  between  the  Roman  and  Neapolitan 
territories:  it  is  occupied  by  a  few  Neapolitan 
troops,  the  commander  of  which  examines  the 
passports.  A  little  beyond  the  tower  the  ttMMin* 
taios^  seem  to  recede ;  the  country  opens,  and 
^dually  expands  into  the  fertile  valley  of  Foiidi« 
1%e  Via  Appia  intersects  it  nearly  in  the  middlei 
On  the  right,  between  the  road  and  the  sea,  we 
belreld  a  fine  expanse  of  water  formed  by  several 
streams,  which,  falling  fnom  the  mountains,  cross 
the  ptain,  and  empty  themselves  in  its  bosonii 
Its  bonders,  towards  the  road^  are  covered  with 
myrtle,  poplars,  luxuriant  -shrabs^  and  flowisi«i 
It* is  separated  from  the  sea  by  arrest;  and 
indeed  the  whole  is  beautifnlly  adorned  With 
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oraoge  aiijd6itrotitr#e8,iQter^r8ed^ithcy(ire« 

tiid  poplars.  ,  Fondi  kr  a  little  towo/  consiBtiiig 

of  one  street  on  the  Via  Appiay  which  is  here  i[ 

Hs  anoieBt  fofm,  that  is,  composed  of  large  flaga 

fitted  together  with  wonderful  art,  although  is 

their  natiitral  shape,  and  without  cement.    Witfa 

regard  to  the .  appearance  of  the  town^  I  must 

observe,  that  two  circuaistances  must  necessarily 

give  almost  all  southern  towns  a  gloomy  appear- 

atice ;  in  the  first  place,  the  streets  are  generally 

Alirro^j  and  in  the  second,   the  windows   are 

aeldoia  glazed.    These  deformities,  for  such  they 

ate  iu  opr  ey^s,  are  th^  natural  consequences 

of  the  climate,  and  prevailed  in  ancient  as  well 

as  in  modem  Italy  and  Greece.    We  continued 

to  roll,  over  the  broad  flags  of  the  Via  Appia, 

aad,  descending  a  steep  from  Castel lone,  entered 

Mola  in  the  evenipg.    This  town  is  in  itself  little 

add  insignifieaot,  but  it  derives  intepest,  if  not 

graadenr,   from    its  beautiful    site:  it   consists 

of  0ne  street,  formed  by  the  Via  Appia  on  the 

0ide,  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  broken  picturesque 

Mils  and  liiotontains  covered  with  corn,  vines  and 

oUve^trees,  ind  topped  Mrith  rocks,  churches  and 

towers^    The  waters  that  stream  from  these  hills 

iiDJic  and  gush  feith  in  a  fountain  close  to  the 

town.    The  most  ccHispiciious  and  striking  object 

Pp0m  the  to%yn  of  Mola  is  the  fortress  of  Gaieta^ 

Qjrowniog  th^  K>cky  promontory  of  the  same  name 

jirlUi  its  white  n|nfMLrt%  fuut  p^  to  the 

liffif  <fiis  aJi^Q^e,^  tiie  oUier,  its  stains  of  ang^ 
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and  batteries.  The  town  itvelf  is  spread  along 
the  shore,  and  extends  nearly  from  the  centre 
of  the  bay  to  the  point  of  the  promontory. 

Our  road  after  this,  lay  in  the  defiles  of 
Mount  Massicus,  which  communicate  with  those 
of  Callicula,  a  mountain  covered  with  forests. 
From  these  defiles  we  emerged  by  a  road  cut 
through  the  rock  above  Francolisi,  and  as  We 
looked  down»  beheld  the  plains  of  the  Campania 
spread  before  us,  bordered  by  the  Apennines, 
with  the  craggy  point  of  Ischia  towering  to  the  • 
sky  on  one  side,  and  in  the  centre  Vesuvius, 
calmly  lifting  his, double  summit  wreathed  with 
smoke.  Evening  was  now  far  advanced,  and 
shed  a  purple  tint  over  the  sides  and  summits 
of  the  mountains,  that  gave  at  once  a  softness 
and  richness  to  the  picture,  and  contrasted  finely 
with  the  darkness  of  the  plains  below,  and  the 
light  colpurs  of  a  few  thin  clouds  flitting  above. 

Before  we  arrived  at  Capua,  night  had  set  in ; 
but  it  was  night  in  all  its  charms,  bright,  serene, 
and  odoriferous.  The  only  object  that  oould 
then  strike  our  eyes,  or  excite  our  curiosity,  was 
the  Lucida,  a  bright  insect;  many  of  which  were 
flying  about  in  every  direction,  like  sparks  of 
fire,  casting  a  vivid  Hght  around  ttiem,  and 
seeming  to  threaten  the  waving  corn  over  which 
ttiey  flitted,  with  a  conflagration. 
•  On  our  nearer  approach  to  Naples,  towards 
the  close  of  a  delightful  day,  we  passed  through 
Avcrsa,  which  is  a  well  built  modem  town,  and 

2  M 
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tli^  first  stage  out  gi  Naples,  in  that  direction; 
ajid  shortly  after  this,  a  few  miles  on  the  Naplei 
road,  Her  Royal  Highness  wi^s  met  by  some 
Neapolitan  officers,  dispatched  to  express  the 
respect,  and  announce  the  approach  of  the  Kii^ 
of  Naples.  Soon  afterwards  His  Majesty  Joachim, 
attended  hy  his  aides-de-camp,  generals,  and 
state  ofi^cers,  appeared  on  the  road,  to  pay  his 
respect^  to.  Her  Royal  Highness,  and  eseort  her 
into  Naples.  This  ceremonial  was  gratifying,  not 
merely  from  its  splendour,  ^although  extremely 
grand  ai!ul  impoi^ing  in  its  effect,  but  considered 
^s  a  mark  of  the  respect  and  estimation  in  which 
our  beloved  mistress  was  held,  and  which  the 
Royal  Faniily  of  Naples  thought  proper  thus 
publicly  to  express.  The  Royal  cavalcade  ac- 
compiinied  our  party  into  Naples,  and  tp  the 
palaee  appropriated  for  Her  Royal  Hignesss 
resideiice.  This  house  wafi  not  of  sufficient  ex- 
ten^t  for  the  commodious  acdomm^dation  of  the 
entire  suite ;  and  the  soitablei  arrangement  of  the 
iipartments  furnished  matter  of  employment  for 
tl^  ability  of  Her  Royal  Highnesses  Maitre 
di'hpl;el;  ]^  Sips^rd,  an  old  and  faithful  s^rvaoti 
^^9  attended  her  from  England.  The  care  dii- 
]^a,ye()  by  this  worthy  domestic,  to  make  a  proper 
^pqsal  of  the  confined  space  afforded  in  thia 
dwelling,  and  the  singular  address  and  effect 
with  which  he  accomplished  it,  with  a  due  reg^ 
to  etiquette  ^nd  decpriim,  and;  eveii  without 
QDfuttij9g    t|^^    eonsykl^Kitioa  of  sfcurity^  w>cif 
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interesting,  and  in  tome  degree  lunnsing.  Net 
Royel  HigbMes's  apartttents  were  at  one  et^- 
tltstnity  of  a  gallery  of  con^ideriifale  length  e 
adj^jling  th^e  uraa  an  apartmeht  allotted  tft 
MMter  Willil^ta  AuiBttii,  Her  Royal  Hi;!;HfleM'» 
protege;  iiexl  one  for  Mittierbhyinons,  the  yiAg* 
in  halting 4  then  otte  for  Dr.  Holland,  Her  Royal 
Higbniess'B  physician.  After  these,  at  the  6ppo^ 
llite  terminatic^n  of  the  gallery,  icame .  that  of 
M.  Bergani] ;  which,  ^ith.  a  view  to  secnrity  for 
Ibe  gallery  lA  Which  Her  Retail  Highnesses  apari- 
ifieBt^  were,  was  at  the  garden  entrance  of  the 
bonBii.  The  domestics,  and  such  Of  the  suite  a^ 
tbbld  be  abcbinmddated  ih  tb^  dvrelUng^  itek« 
tth^rig^  oil  the  uppei*  story  #itb  lik^  care. 

V^a  ^ntfered'Na|>les  at  A  Ute  hoiir.  FeUr  utHhib 
8ii»pM8  in  bgailty  tbdt  which  biirst  full  bpteil  iiie, 
when  I  awoke  next  morning.  In  front,  and  under 
my  windows,  the  bay  of  Naples  spread  its  azure 
surface  smooth  as  glass,  while  a  thousand  boats 
glided  in  different  directions  over  its  shining 
bosom :  on  the  right,  the  town  extended  along 
the  semicircular  shore,  and  Posilipo  rose  close 
behind  it,  with  churches  and  villas,  vineyards 
and  pines,  scattered  in  picturesque  confusion 
along  its  sides,  and  on  its  ridge,  till,  sloping  as 
it  advanced,  the  bold  hill  terminated  in  a  craggy 
promontory.  On  the  left,  at  the  end  of  a  walk 
that  forms  the  quay,  and  skirts  the  sea,  the  Castle 
of  Uovo,  standing  on  an  insulated  rock,  caught 
the  eye  for  a  moment ;  while  beyond  it,  over 
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a  vast  expanse  of  water,  a  ru^^d  line  of  moun- 
tains stretched  forward^  and  softening  its  features 
as  it  projected,  presented  towns,  villages,  and 
convents,  lodged  amidst  its  forests  and  precipices, 
and  at  length  terminated  in  the  Cape  of  Minerra, 
now  of  Surrentum.  Opposite,  and  full  in  frost, 
rose  the  island  of.  Capreas,  with  its  white  clifis 
and  ridgy  summit,  placed  as  a  barrier  to  check 
the  tempest,  and  protect  the  interior  of  the  bay 
from  its  fury.  This  scene,  illuminated  by  a  sua 
that  never  shines  so  bright  on  the  less  favoured 
regions  beyond  the  Alps,  is  justly  considered  tf 
the  most  splendid  and  beautiful  exhibition  which 
nature  perhaps  presents  to  the  human  eye,  aad 
cannot  but  excite  in  the  mind  of  the  spectator, 
when  beheld  for  the  first  time,  emotions  of  de- 
light and  admiration  that  border  on  enthusiasm. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

General  account  of  Naples — Its  Public  Buildings, 
CkurcheSy  Hospitals — Its  Charitable  Institutions 
— Moral  Character  of  Inhabitants^^Amusemehts 
— Opera.  —  Her  Royal  Highness  attends  the 
Opera  and  Masqued  Ball — Her  assumed  Cha- 
racter there. — Excursions  to  Pozzuoilij  Baja, 
and  Mount  /Vesuvius. 

The  real  capital  of  the  South  is  the  ever  cheer- 
ful and  noisy  city  of  Naples.  While  Rome  sug- 
gests, at  every,  step,  the  thought  of  the  transitory 
nature  of  earthly  things,  Naples,  in  the  possession 
of  all  the  charms  of  youth,  offers  the  overflowing 
cup  of  life  and  enjoyment.  While  in  the  former^ 
gravity  and  digqity  characterize  every  motioa  of 
the  inhabitants,  all  the  actions  of  the  Neapolitans 
are  mariced  by  harmless  cheeif uldess,  and  a  live- 
liness which  frequently  appears  even  ludicrous. 
It  is  amusing,  and  even  interesting,  to  see  two 
Neapolitans  in  conversation,  which  one  is  fre- 
quently tempted  to  take  for  a  quaiTel,  by  per- 
ceiving, every  feature,  hands,  feet,  in  short,  the 
whole  body  put  in  motion.  Aiid.no  less  surprising 
is  the  velocity  with  which  these  pantomimes  are 
executed  and  understood. 

Such    an    activity   is  incompatibU^  with  th<^ 
reproach  of  idleness,  which  has  been  frequently 
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ihem  time  enough  to  go  to  churchy  to  retu 
thanks  to  their  saints,  or  quarrel  with  them,  mu 
less  to  apply  themselves  to  study,  and  to  instri 
themselves.  This  is  also  the  cause  of  the  i 
ficiency  of  religion  among  the  lower  orders,  1 
which  worship  has  become  a  mere  form ;  and  t 
want  of  devotion  Hi  church,  particularly  duri 
the  mass,  exceeds  all  description.  Without  a 
thought,  you  see  them  kneel  down,  mechanical 
tarn  their  rosary,  strike  their  breasts  when  t 
host  is  raised,  and  then  harry  away ;  or  you  ii 
them  kneeling  before  the  altars,  bathed  in  tea 
and  telling  their  misfortunes  to'  the  image  of  soi 
saint,  whose  assistance  they  ask  with  the  strang< 
gestures.  Thus  we  one  day  entered  a  sm 
church  on  the  Mercato,  the  w^lls  of  which  w( 
hung  round  with  representations  of  mutilat 
limbs,  made  of  plaster  of  Paris,  that  had  be 
suspended  as  a  grateful  present  by  those  w 
had  recovered.  Here  we  found  a  great  numbei 
Lazzaroni,  niales  and  females,  kneeling  bef( 
the  altars,  who  did  not  so  much  seem  to  pray 
the  holy  images,  as  to  be  engaged  with  them 
lively  converse  and  quarrels.  Some  were  wfe< 
ing,  and  made  -a  show  of  humility;  repentan 
and  submission,  as  if  they  wished  to  make  up  i 
all  their  sins ;  others  had  assumed  an  arroga 
and  threatening  appearance  ;  others  aigain  seem 
to  reproach  the  saints  bitterly  for  all  theit  teel 
offers  and  prayers;  and  others  at  last  seemed 
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exert  all  their  eloquence  to  induce  the  saint  to 
grant  their  request,  which  mostly  is-^for  good 
luck  in  the  lottery ! 

Naples  is  of  very  ancient  origin,  and  from  its 
unrivalled  situation  and  advantages,  has  from 
remote  dates  enjoyed  opulence  and  magnificence. 
No  vestiges  however  remain  of  the  ancient  beauty 
or  magnificence  of  this  city.  Its  temples,  itfr 
theatres,  and  churches,  have  been  levelled  by 
earthquakes,  or  destroyed  by  barbarians.  Its 
modern  edifices,  whether  churches  or  palaces,  are 
less  remarkable  for  their  taste,  than  for  their' 
magnitude  and  riches.  It  is,  however,  highly 
probable  that  Naples  is  at  present  more  opulent; 
more  populous,  and  in  every  respect  more  flou* 
rishiog,  than  she  has  ever  before  been,  even  in 
the  most  brilliant  periods  of  her  history. 

Naples,  seated  in  the  bosom  of  a  capacious 
haveii,  spreads  her  greatness  and  her  population 
along  its  shore,  and  covers  its  shelving  coasts  and 
bordering  mountains  with  her  villas,  her  gardens, 
and  her  retreats.  Containing  within  her  own 
walls  more  than  four  hundred  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, she  sees  one  hundred  thousand  more  enliven 
her  suburbs,  that  stretch  in  a  magnificent  and  most 
extensive  sweep,  filling  a  spacious  line  of  sixteen 
miles  along  the  shore  with  life  and  activity.  In 
size  and  number  of  inhabitants  she  ranks  as  the 
third  city  in  Europe,  and  from  her  situation  and 
superb  show,  may  justly  be  considered,  as  she  is 
termed,  the  Queen  of  the  Mediterranean.    The 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


374  AllCHlTECTVttE. 

internal  appearance  of  Naples  is  in  genexal  pleas- 
ing: the  edifices  are  lofty  and  solid;  the  streets 
as  wide  as  in  any  continental  city;  the  Strada 
Toledo  is  a  mile  in  length,  and  with  the  quay, 
which  is  very  extensive  and  well  built,  forms  the 
grand  and  distinguishing  features  of  the  city. 
In  fact  the  Chiaia,  with  the  royal  garden»  M er- 
gyllina  and  ^anta  Lucia,   which  spread    along 
the  coast  for  a  considerable  space,  and  present 
such  an  immense  line  of  lofty  edifices,  are  suf- 
ficient to  give  ail  appearance  of  grandeur  to  any 
city.     As  for  architectural  magnificence,  Naples 
possesses  a  very  small  share,  as  the  prevailing 
taste  has  always  been  bad.    The  magnificence 
therefore  of  the  churches  and  palaces  consist 
first  in  their  magnitude,  and  then  in  paintings, 
marbles,  and  decorations  in  general,  which  how- 
ever are  seldom  disposed  with  taste  and  judg- 
ment,   and;   when  best  disposed^  are  scattered 
around  with  a  profusion  that  destroys  their  effect 
Few  cities,  however,  stand  in  less  need  of  ar- 
chitectural magnificence  or  internal  attractioas 
than  Naples.     Had  it  even  fewer  artificial  re- 
commendations, it  would  still  be  a  most  desirable 
residence;  so  beautiful  is  its  neighbourhood,  so 
delicious  its  climate !    Before  it  spreads  the  sea, 
with  its  bays,  promontories,  and  islands ;  behind 
it  rise  mountains  and  rocks  in  every  fantastic 
form,  and  always  clothed  with  verdure;  on  eacb 
side  swell  hills  and  hillocks,  covered  with  groves, 
and  gardens,  and  orchards,  blo<Hning  with  froits 
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and  flowers.  Every  morning  a  gale  springing 
from  the  sea,  brings  vigour  and  coolness  with  it, 
and  tempers  the  greatest  heats  of  summer  with 
its  freshness.  Every  evening  a  breeze  blowing 
from  the  hills,  and  sweeping  all  the  perfumes 
of  Uie  country  before  it,  fills  the  nightly  atmos* 
phere  with  fragrance. 

Several  of  the  churches  of  Naples  are  sup- 
posed to  occupy  the  sites  of  ancient  temples, 
the  names  and  memory  of  which  have  been  pre- 
served by  this  circumstance.  Thus  the  cathedral 
is  supported  by  more  than  a  hundred  columns 
of  granite,  which  belonged  to  the  edifice  over 
which  it  was  erected,  a  temple  of  Apollo. 

In  the  subterraneous  chapel  under  the  choir 
of  StJanuarius  is  deposited  the  body  of  the 
saint.  His  supposed  blood  is  kept  in  a  phial  in 
the  Tesoro,  and  is  considered  as  the  most  valuable 
of  its  deposits,  and  indeed  the  gloiy  and  orna- 
ment of  the  cathedral  and  of  the  city  itself.  Into 
the  truth  of  this  supposition  little  enquiry  is  made ; 
the  fact  is  supposed  to  guarantee  itself. 

Tlie  Santi  Apostoli  is  in  its  origin  perhaps  the 
most  ancient  church  in  Naples,  and  was,  if  we 
may  credit  tradition,  erected  by  Constantine 
upon  the  ruins  of  a  temple  of  Mercury  :  it  has, 
however,  been  partially  rebuilt  more  than  once, 
and  finally  with  great  magnificence.  The  church  • 
of  St.  Paul  occupies  the  site  of  a  temple  of  Castor 
and  Pollux  :  the  front  of  this  temple,  consisting 
of  eight  Corinthian  pillars,  was  destroyed  by  the 
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earthquake  of  1688.  Two  only^werc  restored, 
and  now  form  part  of  the  frontispiece  of  the 
church.  The  interior  is  spacious^  well  propor- 
tioned, and  finely  incrusted  with  marble.  The 
chancel  is  very  extensive,  and  all  supported  by 
antique  pillars  :  it  is  supposed  to  stand  over  the 
theatre  where  Xero  first  disgraced  hinaself  by 
appearing  as  a  public  singer. 

The  church  of  Del  Parto  is  remarkable  for 
a  singular  picture  in  oue  of  its  chapels  :  it 
represents  St.  Michael  trampling  on  Satan.  It 
is  observable,  that  the  latter  is  represented  wiUi 
the  face  of  a  beautiful  female,  and  the  reason 
given  is  whimsical  enough.  The  countenance 
of  the  Devil  is  a  picture  of  a  very  beautiful  lady, 
who  unfortunately  fell  in  love  with  Diomedes 
Caraffa,  bishop  of  Ariano,  who,  to  show,  his  ab- 
horrence of  her  sacrilegious  passion,  when  fitting 
up  this  chapel  for  his  mausoleum,  ordered  the 
,pa inter  to  degrade  her  into  the  infernal  spirit, 
and  place  her  prostrate  under  the  spear  of  the 
archangel.  For  the  satisfaction  of  the  sex,  I  must 
add,  however,  that  this  ungallant  prelate  basnet 
been  canonized. 

But  if  the  churches  do  no  credit  to  the 
taste  of  the  Neapolitans,  the  hospitals  reflect 
.  infinilc  honour  on  their  charity.  These  establisli- 
ments  are  very  numerous,  and  adapted  to  every 
species  of  distress  to  which  the  human  frame  is 
subject,  in  mind  or  body.  Many  of  them  are 
richly  endowed,  and  all  clean,  well  attended,  and 
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well  regulatedL  One.circunistance,  almost  pecu- 
liar to  Italian  hospitals  and  charitable  founda* 
tioDs,  contributes  essentially  to  their  splendour  and 
prosperity :  it  is>  that  they  are  not  only  atteoded 
by  persons  who  devote  themselves  without  any 
interested  views  to  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity, 
bat  that  they  are  governed  and  inspected  not 
nominally,  but  really,  by  persons  of  the  fti*st 
rank  and  education,  who  manage  the  interests 
of  the  establishments  with  a  prudence  and  as- 
siduity which  they  seldom  perhaps  display  in 
their  own  domestic  economy.  Besides,  to  altnost 
every  hospital  is  attached  one  and  sometimes 
loore  fmteruities^  or  pioos  associations,  formed 
for  the  pui-pose  of  relieving  some  particular 
species  of  distress,  or  remedying  some  eviL 
These  fraternities,  though  open  to  all  ranks, 
generally  contain  a  Very  considerable  proportion 
of  noble  persons,  who  make  it  a  point  to  fulfil 
the  duties  of  the  association  with  an  exemplary 
exactness.  These  persons  visit  the  respective 
hospitals  almost  daily,  inquire  into  the  situation 
and  circumstances  of  every  patient,  and  often- 
times* attend  on  them  personally,  and  render 
them  the  most  humble  services.  They  perform 
these  duties  in  disguise,  and  generally  in  the 
dress  or  uniform  worn  by  the  fraternity,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  diverting  public  attention 
from  the  individuals,  and  fixing  it  on  the  object 
of  the  association. 
Of  charitable  foundations  in  Naples,  the  number 
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is  above  sixty.  Of  these,  sevea  are  ho^ials 
properly  so  called;  thirty,  at  least,  are  con- 
servatories, or  receptacles  for  helpless  orphans, 
foundlings,  &c. ;  five  are  banks,  for  the  relief 
of  duch  indostrious  poor  as  are  distressed  by  the 
occasional  want  of  small  sums  of  money:  the 
others  are  either  schools  or  fraternities.  The 
incomes  of  most  of  these  establishments,  parti- 
cularly the  hospitals, '  are  in  general  very  con- 
siderable, but  seldom  equal  to  the  expenditure. 
The  annual  deficiency,  how  great  soever  it  may 
be,  is  however  abundantly  supplied  by  donations, 
most  of  which  come  from  unknown  benefactors. 

The  two  principal  hospitals  are,  that  of  the 
Incurables,  whi^h,  notwithstanding^  its  title,  is 
open  to  sick  persons  of  all  descriptions,  and 
constantly  relieves  more  than  eighteen  hundred; 
and  that  of  Delia  Santissima  Annunziata,  which 
is  immensely  rich,  and  destined  to  receive  fomni- 
ling^,  penitent  females,  &c.  and  said  sometimes 
to  harbour  two  thousand.  To  each  belong  in  the 
fii-st  place  a  villa,  and  in  the  second  a  cemetery. 
The  villa  of  the  first  is  situated  at  Torre  del 
Greco,  and  is  destined  for  the  benefit  of  con- 
valescents, and  such  as  labour  under  distempers 
that  require  air  and  exercise. 

The  Conservatorii  are  schools,  opened  for  poor 
children  of  both  sexes,  where  they  are  educated, 
fed,  and  tauglit  some  handicraft  trade.  Some 
are  in  the  nature  of  working-houses,  and  employ 
a  prodigious  number  of  indigent  persons  of  both 
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sexet  in  separate  baildiogs,  while  others  ace 
devoted  entirely  to  children  educated  principally 
for  music.  These  latter  institutions  have  pro- 
duced soine^  or  rather  most  of  the  great  perforni^i-s 
aiid  masters  of  the  art,  who  have'  figured  in  the 
churches  or  on  the  stages  of  the  different  capitals 
of  Europe  for  the  last  hundred  yeare.      :      .  . 

Of  the  numberless  fraternities,  I  shall  only 
mention  such  as  have  some  unusual  and  siiignlar 
object.  Hiere  is  one,  the  members  of  which 
make  it  their  duty  to  visit  condemned  criminals, 
prepare  them  for  death,  accompany  them  to  exe- 
cution, and  ^ive  them  a  decent  buriaL  Tt^ey 
carry  their  charitable  attenti<kis  still  further^ /2(nd 
provide  for  the  widows  and  children  of  these 
unhappy  perayons.  Another  fraternity  xon^ts  of 
lawyers,  who:  undertake  to  plead  the  causes 
of  the  poor  gratis,  and  furnish  all  the.  expenees 
necessaiy  to  carr^  their  suits  through  the  courts 
with'  success.  To  be  entitled  to  tlie  assistance 
and  support  of  this  association,  no  recommenda^' 
jtLon  or  introduction  is  required:  the  person  ap« 
plying  has  only  to  prove  his  poverty,  and  give 
a  full  and  fair  statement  of  his  ca$e.      :     ;. 

The  Congregazione  della  Croce  is  composed 
principally  of  nobility,  and  is  to  relieve  the  poor 
and  imprisoned,  and  particiilatiy  to  bujry-  the 
.bodies  of  such  distressed  and  forsaken  pei^ons 
when  dead. 

The  congregation  Delia  Santissima  is  destjn^d 
more  particularly  fof  the  relief  of  strai^^irs^  and 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


fgdl  MASOUED  BALL. 

18  coHi|>o9ed  of  persons  of  all  classes,  who  meet 
in  its  assemblies^  and  fulfil  its  duties  without 
distinction. 

The  congregation  of  nobles  for  the  relief  of  the 
Jbashful  poor.  The  object  of  this  association  is 
to  discover  and  relieve  such  industrious  persons 
as  are  reduced  to  poverty  by  misfortune,  and 
have  too  much  spirit,  or  too  much  modesty,  to 
solicit  public  assistance.  The  members  of  this 
association,  it  is  said,  discbarge  its  beneyolent 
duties  with  zeal  and  sagacity,  and,  what  is  still 
more  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  their 
objedt,  with  the  utmost  delicacy  and  kindness. 
'  On  the  second  day  of  our  arrival,  Her  Royal 
Highness  was  visited  by  their  Majesties  the  King 
and  Queen  of  Naples,  and  Her  Royal  Highness 
dined  at  court.  In  the  evening  a  brilliant  concert 
was-  given  in  honour,  at  which  were  present  all 
the  resident  nobility  and  fashion  of  Naples.  On 
the  evening  following  this,  Her  Royal  Highness 
was  accompanied  by  their  Majesties  to  the  opera : 
she  went  attended  by  her  suite  from  our  own 
house,  to  the  royal  palace,  and  tlience  to  the 
opera  in  the  royal  state  carriages.  Her  Roy  ad 
Highness  occupied  the  state  box. 

A  short  time  after  this.  Her  Royal  Highness 
gave  a  masqued  ball,  to  which  the  court  and 
nobility  were  parties.  Her  Royal  Highness  on 
this  occasion  condescended  to  personate  varioQS 
different  characters,  in  all  which  she  evmced 
her  affability  of  temper  and  her  ine  taste,    fii 
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one  of  these  the  character  assumed  was  that 
of  the  supposed  Genius  of  History,  in  which  Her 
Royal  Highness  had  an  ppportunity  of  displaying 
her  classical  taste,  in  the  general  support  of  the 
character,  and  in  the  exemplary  chasteness  and^ 
the  splendour  of  the  dress. 

Select  masqued  balls,  in  which  persons  of  the 
highest  rank  and  respectability  mix  and  per- 
sonate assumed  characters,  are  frequent  here, 
and  furnish  a  favparite  soui^ce  of  amusement. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


^  Description  of  the  Isle  of  Jschia^  in  the  Gtilf 

Naples.-' Account  of  an  Excursion   to   Moh 
' '  f^esuvius. — Description  (^  the  Alonntaiuj  and 
Prospects.  —  Portici  ana  Jleradaneum .  —  Po 
peii — Description  of  its  present  state. 

Her  Royal  Highness  was  induced  to  remain 
Naples  till  the  month  of  April  1815,  with  a  vL 
to  the  recruiting  her  health  and  exhausted  spit 
%  ^  by  the  quiet  enjoyments  of  the  place  and  1 
beneficial  effects  of  the  climate;  the  inter 
being  occupied  in  frequent  visits  to,  and  ent 
taininents  given  in  honour  of  Her  Royal  Hi{ 
ness  by  the  court  of  Naples,  in  receiving 
visits  of  respect  of  the  British  and  foreign 
bility,  in  visiting  the  curiosities  of  interest,  3 
in  general  arrangements  for  the  future  line 
travel,  &c.  to  be  pursued. 

The  island  of  Ischia,  in  the  gulf  of  Nap 
from  its  beauty »  its  waters,  and  the  coolness 
salubrity  of  its  air,  attract  a  considerable  mini 
of  visitants  to  it  in  summer  time  ;  it  may  be  c 
fiidered  as  very  prosperous  and  flourishing, 
^  ll   I  coaats  present  a  great  variety  of  romantic  seem 

as  they  are  in  general  bold  and  craggy,  inder 
with  little  bays,  jutting  ^ut  in  points,  and  li 
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With  ifaipeless  toeks.  foehia  is  about  eigkleen 
iifB#»  in  cirtnmfttentB,  amd  itnty  contain  aboofe 
Seventy  square  miles ;  the  numbei'  of  its  inbabi-' 
tablv  aisouDts  to  four^and-^twcriity  thousand*  It 
beloi^s  to  the  kiiig,  and  brmga  him  a  consider-' 
able  income,  ajristng  principally  from  a  tax  oiv 
ite  wises. 

W«  passed  tinder  Nisada,  rising  as  a  tfaeatw 
from  the  sea :  its  lovrer  part  is  carerod  \^ith  builds 
iflfpy  the  nppcT  is  crowned,  as  linciently,  with  wood^ 

It 'was  once  the  rural  retreat  of  Brotua;  m4^ 
fiiequently  honoured  with  Cieeto's  ipm^$Lce  when 
on  a  visit  to  his  ftioiid^    On  douMing  tlKf  pro^* 
montoty  of  P^silipcf^  we  beheld  the  b«yv  ititk 
boats  withodt  nnnldyei^  skiAffiring  overr  its  siffoMlr 
a^aee,  and  Nalplea  e^xtetided  along  thef  (^oaM  'tk 
all  its  gkiry  fiiH  b^rb  ns.    The  him^nsi^  line  of 
white  edifices  stretched  aloffg  the  beach,  and    . 
spread  ever  iht  hi)k  behind ;  the  bold  bnt  ver-^ 
damt  cosfsilis  bii  eithefr  side,  gliCterin^  with  towns^ 
rilkiges,  dottvents,  and' iillaiB ;  and  mount  Vesn- 
viu^  raisifig  its  scorched  smbmit  alnafost  ik  the 
centre — iwm  a  picture  df  singular  b^a)M;y,  and 
render  Una  view  from  the  si^a  preferable  to  every 
dlSkai^  becau»e  it  alone  eombines  alt  the  ibaMfe^ 
tevifliCic  fea:4$uv0s  if  this  nmtchle^s  prospect.    W& 
lahded  mt  siiik'^et,  and  sat  difwn  to'  dinHfef  with: 
<ifar  wnildo>W8  epenv  taid  enjioyeid  a  magnificeM 
vww  of  the'  bi»y,  the  colonic  of  whitib  t^#e 
inspereeptiMy  dimtoiBhing  into  tile  dii^  t^ta  of 
twiftght. 
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VFe  now  turned  our  attention  to  Vesuyiiis,  and 
resolved  t6  visit  that  interesting  mountain  with? 
out  deljay,  and  the  more  so,  as  the  weather  might 
in  a  short  time  render  such  an  excursion  extremely 
inconvenient.  Therefore,  leaving  Naples  at  an 
early  hour  next  mornings  we  reached  Portici, 
where  guides  with  mules  had  been  previously 
engaged  to  .meet  us,  and  immediatdy  began  the 
ascent.  Vesuvius  rises  in  a  gentle  swell  from 
the  shore :  the  first  part  or  base  of  the  moan* 
tain  is  covered  with  towns  on  all  sides,  soeh  as 
Portici,  Torre  del  Greco,  Torre  del  Annonciata, 
on  the  sea  coast)  and  Ottaiam>,  Somroa,  Massa,  &c. 
on  the  inland  side.  These  are  all  large  towns, 
and  with  the  villages  and  villas  that  encircle 
them,  and  extend  over  the  second  region  of  the 
mountain,  may  be  said,  without  exaggeration,  to 
cover  the  lower  parts  of  it  with  fertility,  beauty, 
'  and  population.  The  upper  tract  is  a  scene  of 
perfect  devastation,  furrowed  oh  all  sides  witli 
rivers  of  lava,  extended  in  wide  black  lines  oner 
the  surface.  This  region  may  be  said  to  ter- 
minate at  the  Atrio  dei  Cavalli,  so  called  because 
travellers  are  obliged  to  dismount  and  leave;  tlieir 
horses  there  till  their  return^  as  the  summit  irf 
ik^  mountain  must  be  ascended  on  foot.  Tliis 
part  has  the  shape  of  a  truncated  cone ;  it  is 
formed  almost. entirely  of  ashes,  and  is  extremely 
difteult  of  ascent,  as  it  yields  under  the  pressure 
df  the  foot,^so  that  one  step  out  of  three  may  be 
considered  as 'lost.    The  guides  however  afford 
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every  assistance^  and,  by  means  of  a  lea^lejm 
strap  thrown  over  their  shoulders,  eas^  the.tra- 
Teller  not  a  little  in  his  exertions.  It  is  advisable 
to  proceed  slowly  and  rest  at  intervals,  as  the 
fatigue  otherwise  i«  sufficient  to  try  even  strong 
and  youtl\ful  constitutions. 

When  we  reached  the  summit  we  found  our* 
selves  on  a  narrow  ledge  of  burnt  earth  or  cinders, 
with  the  crater  of  the  volcano  open  beneath  us. 
This  orifice  in  its  present  form,  for  it  varies  at 
almost  every  eruption,  is  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  circumference,  and  may  be  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  depth.  Its  eastern  bor- 
der is  considerably  higher  than  the  western.  Its 
sides  are  formed  of  ashes  and  cinders,  with  some 
roeks  and  masses  of  lava  intermingled,  and  shelve 
Id  a  steep  declivity,  enclosing  at  the  bottom  a 
flat  space  of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
circumierence.  We  desccinded  some  way,  but 
observing  that  the  slightest  motion  or  even  noise 
broBght  vast  quantities  of  ashes  and  sjtones  roll- 
ing together  dpwn  the  sides,  and  being  called 
back  by  our  guides,  who  assured  us  we  could  not 
in  safety  go  lower,  or  even  remain  in  our  station, 
vre  reascended.  We  were  near  enough  to  the 
bottom  however  to  observe,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
a  sort  of  crust  of  brown  burnt  earth,  and  that  a 
little  on  one  side  there  were  three  orifices  like 
fannek,  whence  ascended  a  vapour  so  thin  as  to 
be  scarcely  perceptible.  We  reached  the  sum- 
mit a  little  before  seven ;  and  as  we  had  ascended 
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under  the  sbiide  of  the  momitainj  we  had  yet  fe 
no  indanvenietied  from  the  heat,  Whil*  oti  tl 
top  we  were  refreshed  by  a  strong  wind  blcmir 
from  the  east,  and  profiting  of  so  favourable 
circumstatiee^^^  sot  down  on  the  highest  poi 
of  the  cone  to  enjoy  the  prospect  below  n 
Vesuvius  iH  about  three  thousand  six  hundred  (t 
m  height,  and  of  course  does  not  rank  amor 
the  greater  tnoittifains ;  but  its  situation  is  so  m 
vantageous,  (hat  the  scene  which  it  nnfolds  i 
the  eye,  probably  surpasses  that  displayed  fro 
any  other  eniiinence.  The  prospect  inchidi 
Naples,  with  its  bay^  its  islands,  and  its  horde 
mg  promontories  ;  the  whole  of  that  delicioi 
region  justly  denominated  the  Campania  Felk 
mth  its  numberless  towns,  and  town-fike  village 
It  loses  itself  in  the  immensity  of  the  dea  on  or 
side  J  and  on  the  other  is  bordered  by  the  Apei 
nines,  fonning  a  semicircular  frame  of  variei 
tints  and  bold  outline. 

The  most  interesting  object  seen  from  the  sun 
mit  of  Vesuvius,  is  the  mountain  itself,  torn  t 
pieces  by  a  series  of  convulsions^  and  sfrewe 
with  its  own  ruins.  Vesuvius  may  be  said  to  \m^ 
two  summits,  the  cone  which  I  have  deseribei 
and  a  ridge  sepfan&tedTrom  it  by  a  deep  vstlle) 
called  Monte  Sonima,  flrom  a  town  that  stands  o 
its  side.  The  distance  between  these  two  sm 
mits  is  in  a  straight  Ime,  nearly  three  tliouisan 
feet.  The  ridge  onf  tile  side  towards  ihe  corn 
presents  a  steep,  mgg'cd,  barren  precipice;  o 
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the  fther  ^kjk  iiifh^Iyps^  geoUy  UWurd^  the||iub^ 
lMi4 .19  coyieAed  with  Yi9rdj]r|taiid  vill^i^eB.  The 
y«U«y'  pr  4«f&p  dell  that  winds  ]b«twe?n.  these 
enkieoef^  is  4.  deaolAte*  ]j|pnow,  fori^ed  epptippely 
of  4^ki»ed  stones*  ciAder^,  A|id  ashes^  and  ns? 
sembles  a  vast  sabterraaeoos  forge,  ^  the  roeky 
roof  of  whiejh  has  giv^n  way,  ajid  admitted  light 
frem  aUove.  Heace  it  is  conjectvired  that  it  is 
1^  ef  the  wterior  of  the  mouatain,  as  the  ridj^ 
that  kNsdeiv  it,  i^  the  Monte  Somma,  is  the  tevor 
mtiit  oi  the  exterior  or  origiual  sqrfape^  so  mfieh 
edehrated  for  itp  heauty  and  fprtility,^  ppreyious 
t04he  eruptipn  >of  the  year  79  of  the  Christiaii 
tn*  Jt  is  indeed  pr9lM>le  that  the  coxmilsicma 
of  thempnttHtili  iq  that  first  tremendous  exp)asiofi 
ii#y  bav^  tpVilly  shitttered  its  opper  parts ;  while 
the  vaat  f jpcti«p  pf  ash^  ciodersr  ignited  stjme^ 
and  veH^sd  minerals)  i^Mst  have,  left  a  large  void 
ia  its  ventre.  One  entire  side  of  the  mountain 
wemst#  haye  heea  eonsnm^dt  or  scatterf^d^rouod 
aaUM  q$i;ii^oni.whil0  the  othc^  remains  in  ^onte 
Somaa.  7^e  /cavity  thi^s  formed,  vras  filled  up 
in  fiulby  the  .matter  ejected  in  subs^qaeut  erup* 
tiem^  and  .gmdnaUyrai^d  into  the  present  epne, 
which  li0wever  varies. its  shape  with  evpry  n^f^ 
sf  itattoD,  and  increases  or  diminishes,  aceordisig 
te  the  quantity  of  materials  thr&wp  out  t>y  the 
ttwi^nt  In  the  eruption  of  1794,  the  greater 
IMI1I0C  tlttacfuK^,  in  fa^t  itself  .a  little  mountaiu, 
^n««rtM%  rw^  m^  k^t  suspended  in  the  otr 
for  some  nuautesi  then  sunk  into  the  crater  and 
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alifltit  filled  the  cavity.  ,  The  fire  ragtag  m  Ike 
gulf  below  having  |(|U8  lost  its  vent,  burst  through 
the  flank  of  the  mountain,  and  poured  but  a  tw- 
rent  of  lava  as  it  rolle|||(lowii  the  declivity,  swept 
all  before  it,  and  in  its  way  to  the  sea  destroyed 
the  greater  part  of  Torre  del  Greco. 

We  descefided  the  cone  or  upper  part  of  the 
mountain  with  great  ease  and  rapidity,  as  the 
ashes,  yielding  to  the  tread,  prevented  slipping, 
and  enabled  us  to  hasten  eur  pace  without  dan- 
ger. From  the  Atrio  dei  Cavalli  we  proceeded 
towards  a  bed  of  lava  ejected  in  the  last  eruption, 
and  found  its  appearance  very  different  from 
that  which  we  had  observed  from  the  sufflinit. 
From  thence  it  resembled  long  stripes  of  new 
ploughed  land;  here  it  was  like  the  surface  oft 
dark  muddy  stream  convulsed  by  a  humcaae, 
and  frozen  in  a  state  of  agitation,  presebting 
rough  bt'oken  masses  rolling  over  each  odier, 
with  a  huge  fragment  rising  above  the  rest  here 
and  there,  like  a  vast  wave  distorted  by  the 
tempest  and  congealed  in  its  fall.  The  exterior 
parts  of  this  once  liquid  torrent  of  fire  are  cold, 
but  the  sand  produced  by  the  friction  and  crun- 
bling  of  the  interior  parts,  although  it  is  now 
several  years  since  the  eruption,  is  still  too  hot 
to  hold  in  the  hand,  as  is  indeed  the  earth  itself 
under,  or  in  immediate  ccmtact  with  these  ow^ 
glowing  masses.  We  continued  our  descent, 
and  again  reached  Portici  about  eleven  o'clock. 

Portici  is  a  small  town  about  six-miles  froA 
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Naples,  on  fhe  sea-sbore,  and  at  the  foot  of 
Vesarias :    iis    principal    ornament  is    a  royal 
pala:ce.    Under  this  town  and  palace,  lies  bnried, 
St  the  depth  of  seventy  feet  nnder  accumulated 
beds  of  lava,  the  city  of  Hercnlaneum^  the  first., 
victim  of  the  fires  of  Vesuvius*    Its  name  and 
catastrcrphe  were  too  weir  recorded  to  be  for- 
gotten ;  but  its  site,  though  marked  out  by  th^e 
ancients  with  tolerable  precision,  was  a  subject 
of  debate  among  the  learned,  till  an  accident 
determined  the  controversy.    A  peasant  sinking 
a  well  in  his  garden,  found  several  fragments 
of  marble.    The  prince  d'Elbeuf,  being  informed 
of  the  circumst|nce,  purchased  the  spot,  and 
continuing  the  excavations,  discovered  various 
statues,  pillars,    and  even  a  wHole  temple  of 
the  richest  marble,  adorned  with  statues.    1%^ 
Neapolitan  government   then    interposed,    and 
suspended,  all  further  excavations  for  the  space 
of  twenty  years;  at  which  time,  instead  of  sa- 
tisfying the  public  curiosity,  and  doing  itself 
immortal  honour  by  purchasing  the  vHIage  and 
biifldingk  above,  knd  laying  open  the  whole  city 
below  it,  bought  the  ground,  but  with  ah  extraor- 
dinary inactivity  resolved  to  cover  it  with  a 
pAhice.    The  excavations  were  indeed  continued 
oec«lsionally,  but  negligently,  and  rather  for  the 
purpose  of  profit  than  liberal  curiosity.     How- 
ev^^,  a  ebfur^h,  twt^  t^diples,  and  a  theatre,  were 
BUtt^f^ixUly  discovered,  and  stripped  of  their 
BBtdei^uisf  pftlars  alid  statues.    Streets  weire  ob- 
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nerved,    paved   and  flagged  on   the  sides;   ar 

private   houses,  aad  even  monuments,  explore 

A  prodigious  number  of  statuei:^  of  bronze^ 

different  sizes,    pillars  of  marble  and  alabaste 

and  paintings  and  mosaics,  many  entire  and 

high  preservation,  others  fractured  and  damage 

have  been  drawn  from  the  edifices  of  this  su 

terraneous  city,  and  give  a  high  idea  of  its  form 

opulence  and  splendour :  to  these  we  may  a< 

every   species   of  ornaments   used   in  dress, 

weapons  and    armour,   of  kitchen  utensils  a] 

domestic  furniture,  of  agricultural  and  chirurgic 

instrun>ents.      More    treasures,   without   dout 

might  be  extracted  from  this  lon^;  forgotten  ai 

neglected  mine  of  antiquity,  but  tlie  almost  inco 

ceivable  indifference  of  the  court,  and  the  ind 

Icnce  with  which  the  excavations  have  been  cs 

ried  on^  as  well  as  the  manner,  which   is  mo 

influenced  by  a  regard  for  the  safety  of  the  hea 

useless  palace  above,  than  by  any  consideratio 

of  curiosity  and  interest  in  the  city  below,  ha 

hitherto,  in  spite  of  public  eagerness,  checkc 

orrather  suspended  the  undertaking.  At  presei 

the  theatre  is  the  only  part  open  to  inspectio 

the  descent  is  by  a^  loi^  flight  of  stairs,  wi 

and  convenient,   but  the  darkness  below  is  t 

deep  to  be  dispelled  by  the  feeble  glare  of  a  f 

torches.    . 

But  of  all  the  articles  of  this  collection,  ho 
ever  curious,  and  of  all  the  treasures  drawn  fr 
Herculaneum,  however  valuable,  the   most  < 
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riom  and  most  valuable  are,  vrithout  doubt,  the 
manuscripts  of  antiquity  which  have  been  there 
discovered.  Of  these,  a  considerable  number  dis- 
solved into  dust  as  soon  as  exposed  to  the  air, 
vrhlle  others,  though  scorched,  or  rather  burnt, 
resist  the  action  of  that  element.  Tlie  number 
of  the  latter  is  about  eighteen  hundred. 

The  fate  of  Herculaneum  naturally  remmds 
us  of  Pompeii,  which  was  destined  to  perish  by 
the  same  disastrous  catastrophe  in  the  first  cen- 
tury^  and  to  arise  again  from  its  tomb  in  the 
eighteenth.  We  accordingly  made  an  excursion 
to  this  town.  It  is  about  fourteen  miles  ffom 
Naples,  on  the  road  to  Nociera.  Ffom  Naples 
to  Torre  del  Greco,  the  high  way  is  almost  a 
street,  so  close  are  the  villas,^  villages,  and  towns 
to  each  other.  As  the  road  runs  along  the  coast', 
and  at  the  foot  of  Vesuvius,  every  break  gives 
on  one  side  a  view  of  the  bay,  on  tlie  other 
of  the  mountain. 

Torre  del  Greco  still  presents  in  its  shattered 
houses,  half  buried  churches,  and  streets  almost 
choked  up  with  lava,  a  melancholy  instance 
of  the  ravages  of  the  last  eruption.  The  depth 
of  the  destructive  torrent  is  in  some  places  five- 
ahd-twenty  feet ;  so  that  the  entrance  into  several 
houses  is  now  in  the  second  story  ^  and  into  one 
churchy  through  the  great  window  over  the 
western  door.  Some  edifices  were  entirely  de- 
stroyed ;  others  were  surrounded,  inc rusted,,  and 
'filled  with  lava,  and"  may  perhaps  give  a  very 
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accural  idea'of  the  state  of  Herculaneutii 
the  time  of  its  destruction.  The  inhabitar 
after  having  seeq  their  |own  in  part  levelled  m 
the  ground,  or  swallowed  up  in  the  {ier^'  delu^ 
and  in  part  shaken  and  ^lisjointed,  would  ha 
been  excusable  if  they  had  transfeired  the  wre 
of  their  property  to  some  other  less  obuoxic 
quarter. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  destructi 
of  this  city  was  sudden  and  unexpected.  T 
number  of  skeletons  discovered  in  Pomp 
amounts  to  about  sixty. 

The  effect  on  the  mind  while  exploring  Po 
peii  is  extremely  striking.  Here  not  a  temp 
nor  a  theatre,  nor  a  column,  nor  a  house,  but 
whole  city  rises  before  us,  untouched,  unaltere 
the  very  same  pavement^  the  very  same  as  it  v 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  when  inhabited 
Romans.  We  range  through  the  streets,  behi 
the  same  walls,  enter  the  same  doors,  and  repi 
in  the  same  apartments.  We  are  surrounded 
the  same  objects,  and  out  of  the  same  windc 
contemplate  the  same  scenery.  While  you 
wandering  through  the  abandoned  rooms,  3 
may,  without  any  great  effort  of  imaginati 
expect  to  meet  some  of  the  former  inhabitants, 
perhaps  the  master  of  the  house  himself,  i 
almost  feel  like  intruders,  who  dread  the  appe 
ance  of  any  of  the  family.  In  the  streets  ] 
are  afraid  of  turning  a  comer,  lest  you  she 
ju9tle^a  passenger;  and  qn  entering  a  house 
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least  sound  startles^  as  if  the  proprietor  was 
coming  out  of  the  back  apartments.  The  tra- 
veller may  long  indulge  the  illusion^  for  not  a 
voice  is  heard,  not  even  the  sound  of  a  foot  to 
disturb  the  loneliness  of  the  place,  or  interrupt 
his  refleeti(H|s»  AH  around  is  silence,  notth^ 
sileMte  of  solitude  and  repose,  but  of  death  and 
devastation,  the  silence!  of  a  great  city  without 
one  single  inhabitant ! 

Immediately  above  the  buildings  the  ground 
risesf  not  into  a  cliff,  casting  gloom,  as  the  sides 
of  a  grave  on  the  hollow  below,  but  as  a  gentle 
8well  formed  by  nature  to  shelter  the  houses  a|^ 
its  base.  It  is  clothed  with  com,  poplars^  muU 
berries,  and  vines  in  their  most  luxuriant  g^acei 
wanring  from  tiee  to  tree,  still  covering  the  greater 
part  of  tiie  city,  with  vegetation,  and  forming,  with 
the  dark  brown  masses  half  buried  below,  a  sin* 
gular  and  most  affecting  contrast.  This  scene  of 
a  city^  rajsed  lis  it  were.from  the  grave,  where  it 
haid  lain  forgotten  during  the  long  night  of  eigh^ 
teen  eentuties^  whete  once  beheld  must  remain 
forever  pictured  in  the  imagination ;  and,  wh^n^ 
ever,  it  presents  itself  to  the  fancy,  it  comes  Vik€ 
the.Tecoiiection 'of  an  avrful  apparition,  kccom^ 
panaed  by  thotightii  and  Amotions  solemn  and 
inelaocholy;'^ 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

PecuUariiy  (fMcmnef^s  of  the  Neapolitan  People.-^ 
The  Lazzarani.T-Popidar  view  of  the  ItaiiM 
National  Character — Courage — Informatian^ 
Hastiness  of  Temper  —  Industry. — Her  Royal 
Highness  leaves  Naples  for  Rome,  on  her  way 
to  Genoa — Route  from  Rome  to  Gvita  Vec- 
ckia — Embark  for  Genoa. --Me  of  Elba. — The 
Voyage — Leghorn — Genoa. 

XhE  maimers  of  the  lower  and  numerous  clas* 
«e8  iu  Naples  is  perhaps  at  no  time  seen  to  so 
much  advantag  -^  or  with  so  much  precision  as  at 
the  times  of  public  festivals  or  rejoicing.  £ik 
joyment  is  at  such  seasons  the  first  consideim- 
tioQ^  and  the  establishments  for  satisfying  it  are 
manifold  and  conspicuous.  No  shops  in  Naples 
are  more  numerous,  or  more  neatly  and  tastefully 
set  out,  than  those  pf  the  victuallers.  Cheeses  aie 
raised  into  pyramids  and  columns ;  artificial  mounts 
are  made  of  eggs;  sausages  and  hams  are' orna- 
mented with  gold  leaves,  and. entwined  witk 
laurel-garlands.  In  the  back  of  the  shop  a  miall 
lamp  is  seen  burning  before  an  image  of  the 
Virgin,  throwing  its  glimmer  through  the  pro- 
visions before  it,  and  in  the  evening  the  whole  is 
splendidly  illuminated.  The  busy  shopkeepers 
themselves^  neatly    dressed  in    white,   greatly 
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lighten  the  picture.  The  tables  of  the  water, 
and  lemonade  venders  are  also  strikingly  orna- 
mented. Lively  colours^  puppets,  standards, 
piles  of  lemons  and  oranges  regularly  heaped  up, 
are  visible  from  a  distance.  The  water  sparkling 
from  a  sinall  suspended  cask^  containing  ice,  is 
mixed  in  a  clean  glass  with  lemon  juice,  or  spirit 
of  juniper-berries.  One  cannot  walk  twenty 
steps  without  meeting  a  portable  hearth,  on  which 
proviuons  are  roasting  or  boiling.  The  produce 
of  the  sea,  all  kinds  of  fish,  oyiters,  sea*pods, 
are  exposed  for  sale  in  large  baskets.  The 
lemons  and  oranges,  coming  from  Sicily  aqd 
SoreUte,  are,  on -some  parts  of  the  coast,  seen 
piled  up  in  hoge  heaps,  forming  with  their  leaves 
and  stalks  a'very  picturesque  and  droll  appear* 
ance.  The  taverns  and  coflfee-houses  are ;nu« 
merous.  In  short,  the  incitements  for  enjoyment^ 
for  rich  and  poor,  are  uniyersal. 

'  It  is  impossible  to  wittiess  the  general  good 
humour  that  reigns  amid  such  an  immense 
populace  at  all  times,,  and  particularly  when 
the  joy  of  the  moment  lays  them  most  open  to 
sudden  impulse,  and  not  conceive  a  ;gpod^  opinion 
of  their  temper,  and  not  reflect  with  surprise  on 
the  very  unfavourable  accounts  given  of  the 
Neapolitans,  as  indeed  of  the  Italians  in  genjeral, 
by  some'  hasty  and  "prejudiced  observers,  who 
have  not  hesitated  to  represent  them,  as  a  nation 
of  idlers,  buiPoons,  cheats,  adulterers^^  and ^  as- 
sassins. '  Of  these  imputations  some  are.  pomqnon. 
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I  am  afraid,  to  all  countries ;  but  for  the  tn 
greater  part  are  grounded  upon  niisconcept 
ignorance,  and  sometimes  a  propensity  to  c 
sure  and  misrepresentation.  The  animation 
gesture  .peculiar  to  southern  nations  is,  w 
under  the  management  of  taste  and  judgment, 
result  of  sensibility.  In  the  higher  class,  w 
polished  by  education,  it  is  graceful  and  pleasi 
in  the  lower  it  is  lively  and  natural^  but  soi 
tiTities  apt  to  degenerate  into  buffoonery : 
often  this  buffcN:)nery  shews  great  quickness 
apprehension,  and  constitutes  the  groundworl 
that  pantomime  which  was  a  favourite  amusem 
among  the  ancients,  even  during  the  most  refii 
ages-  To  reproach  them  therefore  with  it,  is  o 
to  say  that  the  lower  class  in  Naples  has  not  s 
ficient  discernment  to  employ  the  gifts  of  nat 
to  the  best' advantage,  and  that  their  talents 
not  improved  and  perfected  by  education* 

The  imputation  of  idleness  cannot  be  foum 
on  the  appearance  of  the  country,  cultivated 
it  is  on  all  sides  to  the  highest  degree  of  p 
feet  ion ;  it  seems  rather  to  have  arisen  from 
manners!  and  appearance  of  the  Lazzaronit  v 
have  ever  been  misrepresented.  The  fact 
that  this  peculiar  tribe  is  neither  more  nor  1 
than  the  poorer  part  of  the  labouring  class,  si 
as  are  attached  to  no  particular  trade,  but  v 
ling  to  work  at  alK  and  to  take  any  job  that 
offered.  If  in  London,  where  there  m  a  regu 
tide  of  eemmeree,  and  a  constant  call  for  labo 
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tiiere  are  supposed  to  be  at  leaat  thirteen  thousand 
I>er3oa0  who  rise  every  morning  without  employ^ 
ment^  and  rely  for  maintenance  on  thq  accidents 
of  the  day ;  it  is  but  fair  tp  allow  Naples,  teeming 
as  it  is  with  population,  and  yet  destitute  of  simir 
lar  means  of  supporting  it,  to  hai^e  in  proportion 
a  greater  number  of  the  same  description,  without 
incurring  the  censure  of  general  laziness. 

The  Lazzaroni  are  the  porters  of  Naples :  they 
«re  sometimes  attached  to  great  houses,  to  per- 
form commissions  for  9ervajats,and  give  assistance 
wh^re  strength,  and  exertion  are  requisite ,  and 
insiicjliistationsare  said  to  give  proofs  of  secrecy, 
honesty,  and  disinterestedness,  very  unusual 
among  servants.  Their  dress  is  often  only  .'a 
shirt  and  trowsers ;  their  diet  maccarom,  .fish, 
water  melon,  with  iced  water,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  wine;  and  their  habitation  the  portico 
of  a  church  or  palace.  Their  athletic  forms, 
and  constant  flow  of  spirits,  are  sufficient  de- 
monstrations of  the  salutary  effects  of  such  plain 
food  and  simple  habits.  Yet  these  very  circum- 
stances, the  consequences,  or  rather  the  blessings 
of  the  climate,  have  been  turned  into  a  subject 
of  reproach,  aiid  represented  as  the  result  of 
indifibrence  and  indolence  in  a  pepple  eitln^r 
ignorant  of  the  comforts  of  life,  or  too  lazy ^^o 
pmcnre  them.  It  yrojukl  be  b^ppy*  however, 
if  the  poor  in  every  other  country  could  so  well 
^yspdnse  witfi.aQknal  food  and  warm  covering. 
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The  nickname  by  which  this  class  is  des%nat 
tends  to  prejudice  the  stranger  against  them, 
it  seems  to  convey  the  idea  of  a  sturdy  begg 
it  is  derived  however  from  a  Spanish  word,  laa 
signifying  tattered  or  ragged*  Several  anecdc 
are  related  of  the.Lazzaroni,  that  rebound  mi 
to  their  credit,  and  imply  feelings  which  do 
snperabound  in  any  rank,  and  would  do  hon 
to  tlie  highest. 

The  Lazzaroni,  properly  so  called,  appear 
t  be  the  most  laborious  and  disinterested  pari 
the  population ;  attached  to  religion  and  on 
simplo  and  sincere  in  their  manners  and 
pressions,  faithful  to  those  who  trust  them,  i 
ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  soo 
than  betray  the  interests  of  their  employen 
A  few  general  observations  on  the  Italian  natic 
character  will  not  be  considered  misplaced  h( 
but  almost  necessary,  as  the  subject  has  b 
much  distorted  by  prejudice  and  misrepreser 
tion.  We  may  assert  that  the  Italian  charac 
has  been  ever  unjustly  overcharged,  and  toti 
t  s|H  unlike  the  original.  '•  ^  ^ 

The  Italians  have  been  too  hastily  accu! 
as  a  nation,  of  a  natural  deficiency  of  ani 
courage,  of  general  ignorance,  of  a  disposil 
to  vindictive  cruelty,  of  idleness. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  impress 
produced  by  recent  events  in  Italy,  I  will  with 
hesitation  begin  in  my  refutation  of  these  char 
witk  the  firsts  animal  eourage. 
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Courage  is  a  quality  commoa  to  the  whole 
httmaa  species:  every  nation  arrogates  it  to 
itself,  which  is  a  proof  that  it  belongs  to  al!« 
If  any  fiteeu  deficient  in  it,  the  deficiency  is  to 
be  attributed,  not  to  innate  cowaidicct  but  to 
ignorance  of  the  art  of  war,  to  want  of  disciplinct 
to  a  consciousness  of  the  inutility  of  resistance, 
or  to  some  such  incidental  circumstance.  Hence, 
aations  most  inured  to  arms,  display  this  quality 
most;  and  hence,  the  same  army,  as  well  as  the 
9ame  individual,  sometimes  gives  surprising  marks 
of  courage  and  of  cowardice  in  the  same  cam- 
paign. To  accuse  the  Italians  of  cowardice,  is 
to  belie  their  whole  history*  Not  courage,  but 
motives  which  call  it  forth,  and  the  means  wiuch 
give  it  effect ;  that  is,  discipline,  hope,  interest, 
&c.  are  wanting  to  the  Italians. 

Those  who  reproach  the  Italians  with  igno* 
ranee,  must  have  a  very  imperfect  knowledge 
of  that  people,  and  have  confined  their  observa- 
tions to  the  lowest  populace  of  great  cities,  and 
to  the  peasants  of  certain  mountainous  tracts 
and  unfrequented  provinces.  Such  ciasses  in  all 
countries  have  littlo  means  or  inclmation  to  ac- 
quire knowledge ;  they  are  every  where  left  much 
ta  nature,  and  consequently  retain  something  <^ 
savage  manners.  The  peasantry  of  the  north 
of  Italy,  particuarly  of  the  Piedmontese  and 
Milanese  territories,  and  those  of  Tuscany,  are 
iequal  in  point  of  information  to  the  peasantry 
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to  fail,  the  iikduBirf  of  the  labourer  stili  cantiauet» 
and  covers  with  vines  and  olive-trees  the  sides 
of  mountains  naturally  bah^n. 

The  beauty  and  cultivation  of  the  plains  which 
extend  beyond  the  Alps  and  thje  Apennines  are 
well  known ;  and  the  traveller  who  has  seen  them, 
will  not  be  surprised  that  a  Greek  Emptor 
should  have  supposed  them,  in  his  adnamtioo, 
to  be  the  scenes  of  the  terrestrial  paradise.  Bat 
Italian  industry  is  not  confined  to  these  regions 
of  fertility.  From  Bologna  to  Loretto,  a  distance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  it  has  covered 
the  coast  of  the  Adriatic  with  rich  harvests,  aad 
diaded  the  brows  of  the  Apennines  with  verdure 
and  foliage.  It  also  displays  it»  Idboors  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  every  where  shews,  in  fences, 
canals  to  water  the  fields,  plantations,  &c«  a 
neatness  of  tillage  seldom  witnessed,  and  never 
surpassed,  even  in  the  best  cultivated  conntries. 
And  not  those  regions  only,  but  the  d^les  ^f 
Seravalle ;  the  lovely  vales  of  the  Arno  and  of  the 
Clitumnas,  of  Temi  and  of  Reate;  the  skirls 
of  Vesuvius,  so  often  ravaged,  and  so  ofben  re« 
stored  to  cultivaticm ;  the  orchards  that  Uow 
on  the  steeps  of  Vallombrosa,  and  wave  on  the 
summits  of  Monte  Sumano :  Italy,  all  Italy  in- 
deed as  the  garden  of  Eden,  from  the  Adriatie 
to  the  Tuscan,  from  the  Alps  to  the  Ionian  Sea, 
is  a  proof  and  a  monument  of  the  industry  and 
.the  intelligence  of  its  inhabitai^. 

To  form  a  ji^  idea  of  Uie  religbn  of,  Italy, 
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/we  Bhould  consider  that  in  ail  Chrittian  coun^ 
tries  the  same  Gospel  is  professed,  and  the  same 
principal  articles  of  belief  admitted,  the  same  . 
moral  duties  prescribed,  and  enforced  by  the 
same  sanction  of  eternal  rewards  and  punish-- 
ments.  The  forms  and  ceremonies  of  worship^ 
a  consistent  Protestant  traveller  will  leave  to 
the  taste,  the  feelings,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
public.  In  the  religion  of  Italy  we  shall  find 
much  to  praise^  something  perhaps  to  admire, 
in  attendance  on  public  worship  the  Italian  is 
universally  regular;  and  though  such  constaot 
attendance  may  not  be  considered  as  an  evidence 
of  sincere  faith,  yet  every  person  of  reflection 
will  admit  that  it  does  not  admit  either  of  in- 
fidelity  or  indifference.  Nor  is  the  devotion  of 
the  Italian  confined  to  public  service.  The 
churches  are  almost  always  open;  persims  of 
regular  life  and  of  independent  circumstances 
genially  visit  some  or  other  of  them  every  day ; 
and  individuals  of  all  conditions  may  be  seen  at 
all  hours  on  their  knees,  humbly  offering  up  their 
prayers  at  the  throne  of  mercy*  The  number 
of  persons  who  receive  the  sacrament,  and  the 
becoming  gravity  of  their  deportment  on  this 
solemn  occasion,  will  be  another  source  of  edi- 
fication to  a  sincere  Christian.  Of  the  number- 
l^SB  religioiis  practices  interwoven  in  the  life  of 
an  Italian,  and  incorporated  with  the  whole 
business  of  his  life,  little  must  foe  said,  because 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


;)04  HELIGIOl.  * 

I  am  aware  that  thct  ai'e  generally  regarded 
iTiarks  rather  of  superstition  ttian  of  piety. 

It  should  however  be  understood  that  the  ( 
tholic  does  not  reverence  the  image  he  salul 
bnt  the  person  it  Ve presents.  When  an  Itali 
passing  before  a  crucifix,  takes  off  his  hat, 
means  not  to  honour  tlic  identical  figure,  but 
express  his  reverence  and  gratitude  to  the  sac 
Per^^on  thus  represented  as  a  victim.  When 
shews  a  similar  respect  to  a  picture  of  the  Virj 
he  means  not  to  adore  a  creature,  but  to  expi 
his  veneration  for  the  most  perfect  model 
virgin  modesty  and  of  maternal  fondness 
record  in  the  holy  writings.      ^-  i*j^ 

But  to  turn  from  the  exterior  of  religion 
practices  more  connected  with  its  essential  q 
lities,  and  consequently  better  adapted  to 
feelings  of  Englishmen,  we  need  only  to  lool< 
the  public  benevolence  and  private  charidei 
Italy.  The  number  of  priests  or  ecclesiast 
persons  in  Italy,  is  neither  such  an  absurdity 
such  a  grievance  as  Englishmen  are  genen 
apt  to  imagine,  and  for  the  following  reas 
in  a  country  where  the  population  is  imme 
and  that  popiillition  of  the  same  religion, 
parochial  clergy  alone  are  not  sufficiently 
merous  to  supply  all  thereligious  wants  of  i 
flocks,  especially  when  the  instruction  of  e^ 
'>child,  and  the  visitation  of  the  sick,  are  c 
sidered  essential  parts  of  the  clerical  duty. 
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folfil  these  doties,  depotieB  and  assistants  are 
indispensably  necessary ;  and  who  are  better 
calculated  to  fill  such  huinble  cfiides,  than  iMn 
who  ask  DO  salary  aad  refuse  bo  task }  irho,  cmi-> 
tent  with  ike  bare  neeessaries  of  life,  are  always 
ready  to  obey  the  calls  of  the  cler^^  afid  t4 
reliere  them  in  the  discharge  of  the  most  labO'- 
rioQs  functions  I  Such  are  the  friars,  a  set  of 
people  traduced  by  strangers,  but  in  tmthi 
httflsUe,  unassutnittg,  and  disiaterested.  Add.  to 
these  circumstances,  that  a  §^eat  part  of  th^ 
population  of  Italy  is  spread  over  the  fastnesses, 
and  imnsersed  in  the  recesses  of  the  Apenninesy 
and  separated  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  plainly 
by  barriers  of  ice  and  snow.  When  in  these 
wilds  the  traveller  discovers  on  some  eminence 
the  bumble  sph%  of  a  convent,  or  when  from  die 
neighbouring  forest  be  hears  the  tolling  bell  of 
in  ancient  abbey,  religion  and  hospitality  s^^m 
to  rise  before  kin^  to  soften  the  savage  features 
of  the  scene,  and  to  inspire  hopes  of  protection^ 
and  refresbment ;  nor  seldom  are  these  hopes  dis- 
appointed. In  the  rich  abbey  he  tfiay  loiter  day 
after  day,  and  still  find  bis  presence  acceptable, 
aad  his  hosts  entertaining;  in  the  humble  ccfti* 
vent  be  will  «Met  with  a  keatty  welcMii^,  be 
introduced  into  the  best  apartments,  and  partake 
of  thenr  very  best  fare.  If  he  stayd,  he  confers 
an  obligation ;  tf  be  goes,  he  departs  with  their 
bieaskig  and  their  pi^yers.  Such  acts  of  kind- 
ness»  rMuind  ys  that  we  are  Christiatjrs  and  bro- 
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titers,  and,  in  s|)ite  of  religious  animosity,  melt 
and  delight  the  benevolent  heart. 

It  is  urged  against  convents,  that  they  are 
supported  by  charity,  and  are  an  encouragement 
to  idleaess,  and  a  tax  upon  the  industrious  poor. 
These  convents  are  supported  by  charity,  it  is 
true,  bnt  that  charity  is  a  voluntary  gift  drawn 
from  the  stores  of  the  rich,  not  scraped  from  the 
pittance  of  the  poor.  Their  inhabitants  are 
mendicant^;  but  they  refund  the  alms  whidi 
they  collect  ^th  ample  interest,  by  sharing  them 
vith  ikaet  poor  and  the  cripple,  with  the  blind 
and  the  sick,  with  the  houseless  pilgrim  and 
the  benighted  wanderer.  Thus  they  spare  their 
oountry  the  expence  of  workhouses,  and  pre- 
serve it  from  the  oppressive  and  accumulating^ 
burthen  of  poor-rates.  They  instruct  the  igno- 
rant, they  visit  the  sick,  they  nurse  the  dying, 
and  they  bury  the  dead;  employments  silent  and 
Qbscure,  but  useful  to  mankind  and  acceptable 
to  God. 

The  regular  clergy  of  Italy  may  be  divided 
into  two  great  classes,  monks  and  friars,  who 
thoogh  they'  are  bound  in  common  by  the  three 
vows  of  poverty,  of  chattily,  and  of  obedience, 
yet  they  live  under  very  different  regulations. 
The  former,  under  various  appellations,  follow 
almost  universally  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict,  who 
in  the  sixth  centnry  formed  regulations  for  the 
monastip  life.  Hi^  rule  is  a  treatise  6f  morality ; 
it  recommends  many  virtues,  aad  prescribes  r^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


MONKS.— MONASTERIES.  307 

^ulations  regarding  the  disposal  of  time,  the 
order  of  worship,  and  the  practtee  of  hospitality, 
and  it  enjoins  manual  labour.  The  truth  is,  that 
in  their  hours,  their  habit,  their  diet,  and  their 
employments,  the  first  monks  nearly  i*esembled 
the  better  sort  of  peasants.  The  cowl,  a  long 
black  gown  or  toga,  intended  to  cover  their 
working  dress,  and  give  them  a  decent  appear^ 
ance  in  church,  was  at  fii-st  the  only  external 
distinction.  In  progress  of  time,  the  general 
promotion  of  the  monks  to  holy  orders,  their  ap- 
plicaticm  to  literature,  and  above  all,  their  ad> . 
herence  to  the  forms,  the  hours,  and  the  manners 
of  the  age  of  their  institution,  made  the  distinc- 
tion more  striking,  and  at  length  marked  them  , 
out  as  a  separate  tribe. 

Hie  first  monasteries  established  by  St.  Bene* 
diet,  and  by  h^s  immediate  disciples,  were  gene- 
rally built  among  ruins,  in  unwholesome  marshes 
or  uncultivated  plains,  in  the  midst  of  dreary 
forests  or  on  the  summits  of  mountains  almost 
inaccessible.  As  these  rugged  scenes  began  te 
smile  upon  the  industry  of  their  inhabitants, 
their  increasing  riches  sometimes  overflowed^ 
and  fertilized  whole  provinces.  Their  solitudes 
became  gradually  peopled  by  well-fed  and  happy 
peasants,  and  the  abbey  itself  probably  becanie 
the  centre  and  the  ornament  of  a  flourishing  city. 
These  establishments  were  not  only  the  abode 
of  piety,  but  they  became  the  asylums  of  learn- 
ing ;  and  the    Benedictines,    not    content    with 
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Ijyoardiiig  up  book^,  rnideavoured  to  diffuse  scien 
and  opened  their  retreats  to  tlie  studious :  tl 
thf  montstfries  Boon  became  the  ^emiuaries 
youth. 

Jh^  Benedic tildes  have  been  regularly  aceu^ 
of  luxury  ;  and  poets  and  novel istn  have  at 
tiinos  amui^d  thomi^lvefi  in  descrihing  rosy  a 
alumbering  abbots;  and  convivial  inouks,  w 
the  glass  in  their  hands,  taugbing  at  the  midni^ 
belL  To  affirm  that  no  scenes  of  revelry  li 
ever  been  v^itaes^ed  in  an  abbey,  would  be  g 
aurd ;  but  to  imagine  that  such  scenes  were  tl 
quent  would  be  ridiculous.  The  rule  of  St.Bei 
diat  obliges  his  dispiples  to  hospitality^  and  th 
luxury  consisted  in  entertaining  evei^  guest  i 
cording  to  his  rank,  and  their  own  means.  T 
abbot  on  suoh  ooeasions  represented  the  whi 
body,  and  was  exclusively  charged  with  the  a 
and  entertaimn^it  of  visitors  :  he  had  a  table  a 
separate  apartments  allotted  for  that  speei 
purpose,  and  generally  lived  in  the  style  a 
apleBdonr  of  a  bishop.  In  the  interim^  the  man] 
vi*h  the  prior  at  their  hetd^  lived  in  their  ust 
retirement,  and  fed  upcm  their  very  nroders 
allowance  in  theif  hall,  while^  to  season  thi 
vepast,  a  lecture  was  read  from  the  Bible^ 
from  ficclesiaatical  histovy. 

In  the  same  manner,  the  magnificence  of  th 
edifices  was  confined  to  their  public  parts,  to  t 
cbnreh,  to  the  library,  the  cloisters^  and  the  h 
or  refectory,  but  never  pervaded  the  cell  of  t 
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ok,  or  embfaiiiOQeil  the  bare  walU  of  Ms  biunble 
ellii^  In  fact,  whether  t^e  ineoote  of  the 
naiitery  vrere  great  or  amalU  the  furniture, 
t,  dress,  and  fate  of  the  private  movk  were 
ayB  the  same,  above  peaury,  but  far  below 
ary .  In  short,  oioiiks  were  generally,  by  birth 
i  education,  gentlemen,  and  their  mode  of 
ag  nearly  resembling  that  of  fellows'  of  col- 
es;  with  this  difference,  that  their  engage- 
rs were  for  life,  and  that  nothing  but  sickness 
Id  exempt  them  from  constant  residence,  and 
D  regular  attendance  in  hall  and  in  church.  . 
[^lisbody,  once  so  extensive  and  so  powerful,  ' 
ow  reduced^  and  its  history,  like  those  of  many 
eat  empires*  will  shortly  be  a  tale  of  dayti 
t  are  past; 

'o  conclude. — ^There  are  in  the  religion  of, 
y  some  abuses,  among  which  we  may  rank 

multiplicity  of  ceremonies,  and  the   iatro- 
tioa  of  theatrical  exhibitions  and  music,  into 

chiirch,  and  the  unnecessary  nuiafaer  of  te- 
ona  establishments.  These  abuses  originate 
klyfn»athe  influence  ctf  the  climate  and  the 
ioR  of  the  people,  and  partly  from  the  natural 
eta  of  ages,  which  as  they  roAl  on^  sctmetimes 
rave  and  sometimes  deteriorate  human  insti- 
oQflL  The  business  c^  its  refoim  must  be  left 
he  zeal  of  its  pastors,  to  public  opinion^  and 
:tme>  who  never  fails  himself  to  root  up  the 
^da  which  he  has  planted, 
[ev  Royal  Highness  had  airanged  to  leave    ' 
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Naples  for  Rome  early  in  the  month  of  April,  on 
her  return  to  the  north  of  Italy  by  way  of  Rome, 
and  to  take  shipping  at  Civita  Vecchia,  for 
Leghorn  and  Genoa.  .  The  time  now  approached, 
therefore,  at  which  we  were  to  take  our  leave 
of  Ihis  city  and  Xhe  Feliit  Campania,  and  it  was 
matter  of  regret  to  all,  that  circumstances  had 
not  permitted  us  to  make  our  visit  at  a  season 
and  under  circumstances  which  would  have 
allowed  us  to  prolong  our  stay  for  some  months. 
The  beauty  of  the  country  is  unequalled,  and 
leisure  is  required  to  see  it  in  perfection^ ;  the 
climate  is  delicious,  but  to  enjoy  its  sweets, 
leisure  again  is  indispensable:  excursions  are 
both  instructive  ind  amusing,  but  here  also  lei- 
sure is  essential  both  to  pleasure  and  improve- 
ment :  the  heat  of  summer,  tolerable  to  those 
who  repose  on  the  verge  of  the  sea,  or  in  the 
numberless  recesses  of  the  bay  and  circumjacent 
islands,  may  be  rendered  insufferable  by  per* 
petual  motion.  Tours  succeeding  each  other 
with  little  or  no  interval  of  repose,  harass  the 
body,  and  new  objects  crowding  on  each  other 
too  rapidly,  leave  nothing  in  the  mind  but  con- 
fused images  and  recollections.  In  shorty  leisure 
is  the  very  genius  of  the  place  :  in  this  respect 
indeed,  and  in  many  others,  Naples  still  retains 
its  ancient  character;  the  same  ease^  the  same 
tranquillity,  the  same  attachment  to  literary  pur-r 
suits,  and  the  same  luxurious  habits  of  the  Greeks, 
so  often  ascribed  to  it  by  the  ancients,  still  dis- 
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tinguish  it,  and  render  it,  a&  formerly,  the  favour- 
ite retreat  of  the  aged  and  the  valetudinarian^ 
the  studious  and  the  contemplative. 

To  enjoy  such  a  place  in  all  the  vicissitudes 
of  season  and  scenery  ;  to  observe  such  a  people 
in  all  their  variations  of  character ;  to  visit  all 
the  towns  and  isles,  and  mountains  of  ancient 
fame,  without  hurry  or  fatigue,  is  a  most  desirable 
object,  and  vrould  fairly  occupy  a  whole  year,  and 
fill  up  every  day  with  pleasure  and  improvement. 
Bat  our  time  was  no  longer  at  disposal  for  these 
'desirable  purposes ;  and  Her  Royal  Highness 
having  received  the  visits  of  ceremony  of  the. 
resident  nobility,  and  taken  leave  of  their  Ma- 
jesties, we  left  Naples  under  a  royal  escort  of 
honour,  with  Her  Royal  Highnesses  usual  tra- 
veiling  carriages  and  equipments. 

The  first  stage  from  Naples  is  Aversa :  afew 
miles  from  thence  we  crossed  the  Chiagno,  and 
proceeded  rapidly  over  the  plain  of  Campania. 
Passing  through  Capua,  we  entered  the  Falemian 
territory,  and  having  crossed  the  river  Savone, 
proceeded  to  Francolisi,  whence  ascending  the 
hills,  we  took  a  parting  view  of  the  delicious 
region  of  which  we  were  now  about  to  take 
leave.  We  had  traversed  it  in  every  direction, 
and  examined  its  features  in  all  their  combina-^ 
tious.  Plains  shaded  with  rows  of  poplars  and 
mulberry  trees ;  vines  waving  in  garlands  from 
tree  to  tree;  bills  clad  with  groves  and  studded 
with  houses;  mountains  covered  with  forests; 
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and  in  the  midst  V^siiviiis,  lifting  his  score 
frontt  and  looking  down  upon  cities^  townfs, 
villages,  rising  promise uously  at  his  base- 
to  these,  a  sea  that  never  swells  with  »to 
a  sky  never  darkened  with  clouds,  and  a  ^un 
seldom  withdraws  his  cheering  beams — All  t 
beautieB,  that  ponrtray  Paradise  to  our  fa 
and  surpara  at  once  the  landscape  of  tlte  pai 
and  the  descriptions  of  the  poet,  are  all  comb 
in  the  garden  of  Italy,  the  Happy  Camptima. 
But  the  scenery  was  now  fading  from  obse 
tion  with  the  approach  of  evening,  and  a  c 
azure  sky,  bespangled  with  stars,  all  sparl 
with  a  brilliancy  unusual  to  our  more  troti 
atmosphere,  guided  us  on  our  way.  Lighte 
their  Ibeams,  we  cro8!:ied  the  river  Liris, 
just  distinguished  the  black  masses  of  Minti 
on  its  banks,  with  the  arches  of  a  ruined  a 
dact,  attd  at  a  late  hour  entered  Mola. 
entered  the  Roman  territory  shortly  after, 
stopped  for  change  of  horses  and  refrcshi 
at  Terracina,  We  again  passed  Feronta, 
crossed  the  Pbmptine  marshes  with  great  rapi 
it  had  been  Her  Royal  Highnesses  intentic 
pass  the  night  at  Velletri,  in  order  to  visit  i 
interesting  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  as 
the  sane  time  to  enjoy  the  beaut ifii)  see 
of  the  Alban  Mount,  in  our  last  passage  ov( 
but  in  this  we  were  disappointed :  we  ent 
Velletri  rather  Ute,  and  were  obliged  mosi 
luctaaAly  to  puirsue  our  journey  in  the  dart 
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the  uight  to  Albano,  aad  thence  for  a  similar 

isou  to  Rome. 

4s  we  approached,  the  beams  of  the  rising 

I  darted  full  on  the  portico  of  the  Basilica 
terana,  in  itself  a  grand  object,  from  its  eleva- 
[)  and  magnitude,  andndw  rendered  unusually 
endid  and  majestic  by  the  blaze  of  glory  that 
med  to  pluy  around  it.  The  groves  of  ver- 
re  that  arose  on  each  side,  and  the  dark  arches 
rained  aqueducts,  bending  above  the  trees, 
med  a  ^^triking  contrast,  and  gave  the  ap- 
)ach  a  magnificence  and  sotemnity  highly  con- 
mable  to  the  character  and  destinies  of  Rome. 

[  know  not  whether  the  traveller  is  not  more 
tick  with  the  appearance  of  Rome  on  his  return 
m  Naplet^,  than  he  was  on  his  first  entrance, 
t  to  speak  of  the  grandeur  of  the  objects  that 
et  his  eye,  even  at  the  gate,  and  are  certainly 

II  calculated  to  make  a'strong  impression,  it 
i  been  justly  observed  that  the  stir,  the  ani- 
tion,  the  gaiety,  that  pervade  the  streets  of 
ptes,  still  fresh  in  his  recollection,  contrast 
^ularly  with  the  silence  -and  solemnity  that 
m  to  reign  undisturbed  over  aH  tlie  quarters 
RoDie.    The  effect  of  this  eontraist  is  increased 

the  different  style  of  building,  the  solidity 
I  magnitude  of  Roman  edifices,  and  the  huge 
%seH  of  ruin  that  rise  occasionally  to  view, 
;  monuments  of  a  superior  race  of  beings. 
!  seem   in  our  journey  to  have  passed  over, 

miteS;  but  ages,  iettid  arrived  at  n  maftttOn 
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where  the  agitations  of  the  preseat  are  absorbed 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  past,  and  the  passions 
of  this  world  lost  in  the  interests  of  that  which 
is  to  succeed  it.  Rome  is  not  therefore,  like 
Naples,  the  seat  of  mirth  and  dissipation,  of 
public  amusement,  or  even  of  private  convivi- 
ality. The  severie  majesty  that  seems  to  preside 
'  as  the  genius  of  the  place,  proscribes  frivolity, 
and  inspires  loftiness  of  thought  and  gravity 
of  deportment.  It  imposes,  even  on  scenes  of 
.relaxation,  a  certain  restraint,  that  without  in- 
fringing on  the  ease  of  conversation  and  the 
confidence  of  familiar  intercourse,  gives  a  serious 
bias  to  the  mind,  and  disposes  it  imperceptibly 
to  reflection. 

Her  Royal  Highnesses  present  stay  at  Rome 
was^  now  merely  that  which  was  required  for 
the  completion  of  the  arrangements  necessary  to 
comfort  on  th^  sea  trip  from  Civita  Vecchia  to 
Genoa.'  Two  days  were  thus  occupied,  and  on 
the  thii-d  we  quitted  Rome  for/I!ivita  Vecchia, 
where  Her  Royal  Highness  had  given  directions 
for  the  Glorinde  British  frigate  to  be  in  readiness 
to  receive  her. 

:  We  were  now  on  the  eve  of  a  rtiore  active 
change  of 'scene,  and  such  as  might  be  supposed 
congenial'  to  our  natural  habits ;  but  we  did  not 
leave  Rome  without  many  regrets.  As  we  rolled 
under  the  arch  •  of  the  Porta  del  Popolo,  and 
heard  the  gates  close  behind  us ;  as  we  passed 
the  Eonte  Milvio,  and  looked  dowu  on  the  Tiber 
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lowing  dimly  beneath ;  our  feelings  of  regret 
'edoubled,  and  all  the  magnificence*  of  Roma, 
K)w  left  behind  perhaps  for  ever,  presented 
tself  once  more  to  our  recollection. 

The  weather  was  delightfully  serene,  and 
mature  appeared  in  all  the  beauty  and  freshness 
►f  the  season  and  the  climate.  We  had  now 
ntered  Etruria,  and  were  traversing  a  country 
elebrated  in  the  early  records  of  Rome  for  many 
,  furious  combat,  and  many  an  heroic  achieve- 
aent.  On  this  ground  the  Romans  defended 
heir  newly  acquired  liberty  with  all  the  in- 
repidity  whfch  the  fii-st  taste  of  such  a  blessing 
ispires.  Here  they  triumphed  over  Tarquin  and 
is  allies,  and  here  their  leader  and  consul 
Initus,  sealed  their  freedom  with  his  blood. 

All  this  territory,  the  object  of  so  much  conten- 
nn  and  bloodshed,  is  now  a  desert.  Even  its 
ipital,  which  stood  so  long  the  rival  and  terror 
f  Rome  itself,  has  totally  perished,  nor  has  it 
ft  a  vestige  to  mark  its  real  situation.  Tho 
ity  we  speak  of  is  the  ancient  Veii.  Antiqua- 
tin  research  has  not  been  able  to  determine  even 
s  probable  situation  with  precision :  it  seems 
jwever  to  have  been  about  twelve  miles  from 
ome.  How  humiliating  and  melancholy  is  the 
flection,  that  two  thousand  yeare  have  so  com- 
t^tely  swept  away  the  labour  of  man,  that  it 
now  with  considerable  doubt  that  a  few  shapc- 
ss  masses  of  rubbish  are  pointed  out  as  the  only 
mains  of  a  city  once  superior  even  to  Rome 
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itself  in  magnificence,  and  possessing  strength 
and  resources  which  enabled  it  for  ten  years  to 
resist  the  utmost  efforts  of  a  disciplii^ed  ai'my  of 
fifty  thousand  men ! 

We  travelled  through  the  night,  and  at  the 
dawn  of  moming  Aurora,  such  as  paintei^  have 
couteniplated,  and  vainly  endeavoured  to  re- 
present, shed  over  the  Sabine  mountains  a  rich 
glow  gradually  softening  into  purple,  lining  with 
gold  the  fleecy  clouds  that  strewed  her  paths, 
and  at  length  poured  a  stream  of  the  brightesrt 
salfron  over  all  the  eastern  sky.  The  tints  that 
gild  the  clouds,  even  in  our  noitherji  climate,  are 
rich  and  varied;  but  the  deep  purple  distances  of 
the  horizon,  and  the  glowing  yellow  of  the  fir- 
mament in  Italy,  far,  very  far  surpass  ours  in  hue 
and  splendour,  and  produce  that  airiness  of  per- 
spective, that  lucid  atmosphere,  whic\i  is  so  truly 
termed  in  painting  an  Italian  sky.  In  the  coa- 
templation  of  this  beautiful  and  ever  varying 
phenomenon,  we  drove  till  we  reached  the  next 
post,  and  thence  enjoyed  the  glorious  spectacle 
of  the  rising  sun,  till,  concealing  himself  in  a 
golden  fringed  cloud,  as  in  a  chariot,  he  daited 
his  rays  from  behind  it,  and  set  as  it  were  the 
whole  firmament  in  a  bla^e. 

The  voyage  (if  a  sea  trip  of  about  two. hun- 
dred miles  can  be  so  called)  was  not  so  replete 
with  novelty  and  incident  as  our  usual  journeys 
and  excursions  on  terra  firma.  I  am  however 
bound  to  except  the  continual  pleasure  and  as- 
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ii§hmeiit  which  an  English  landsman  expe- 
nces  in  a  British  ship  of  war  i  the  discipline 
1  regularity  of  the  crew,  the  alacrity  of  ob^- 
^nce  to  orders,  the  (to  him)  incomprehensible 
ms  of  thosse  orders,  the  magical  ease  and 
iidity  with  which  the  immense  structure  iB 
naged  and  mana^uvied,  and  the  seeming  irre- 
:ible  nature  of  the  vessel,  occupy  him  for  Bom? 
le  with  a  strange  mixture  of  fear  and  wonder, 
ich  after  a  short  experience  subsides  into  quiet 
ni  rat  ion,  and  he  refiects  with  a  feeling  of  prid^ 
1  exultation  that  such  are  the  scenes  of  hiB 
intry's  boast  and  national  glory,  and  that  the 
mts  are  his  brethren  and  countrymen- 
rhe  Clorinde  frigate  was  commanded  by  Cap- 
1  Pechell,  by  whom  every  airangement  wasji 
ie  for  the  comfort  and  acconunodation  of  Her 
^al  Highness  and  her  suite,  which  the  size  and 
:umBtances  of  the  ship  could  be  made  to  affoi'd. 
:  Rtate  cabin  of  the  frigate  was  divided,  and 
portion  appropriated  to  Her  Royal  Ilighness's 
^B  a  sleeping  apartment,  the  opposite  por- 
I  of  the  divided  cabin  remaining  in  the  occu- 
foil  of  r?!ptTiin  Peohell  and  his  brutlier.  Our 
was  uj:im'    -  i^BBP^^^    '^and  occupied 

fe  days  and 

'occasionally 

^cri  and  views. 

"e  Lindsay,  called 

ncenis,  quitted 
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Leghorn,  in  Italian  Livomo,  never  seem 
have  attained  any  consideration,  but  rem  a 
a  petty  village  almost  immersed  in  swamps 
sea-weeds,  till  the  seventeenth  century^  when 
Medicean  princes  turned  their  attention  to 
port,  and  by  a  series  of  regulations,  eqii 
favourable  to  the  interest  and  feelinf^js  of 
mercantile  body,  made  it  the  mart  of  the  M 
terraneau  commerce.  The  insigni6cant  vill 
has  now  risen  into  a  considerable^  airy*  and 
built  city,  with  streets  wide  and  straight,  a  n 
square,  fourteen  churches,  two  Greek,  and 
Armenian  chapel,  a  magnificeut  s\nagog;u< 
good  harbour,  and  a  population  of  thiily  tl 
sand  souls.  It  is  well  fortified,  and  has  in  c^ 
respect  the  appearance  of  prospentj-.  Its  [ 
cipai  church  is  collegiatt^  and  the  cons 
residence  of  the  canons  fixes  several  mei 
learning  in  the  town.  There  are  in  Leghor] 
antiquities  to  occupy  the  classic  traveller,  b 
has  good  accommodations.  The  view  of 
town,  spread  over  a  flat  coast,  and  thence  ext< 
ing  its  villas  over  a  fine  range  of  hills  that 
vanced  into  the  sea  on  the  south,  all  kiudlec 
the  beams  of  the  setting  sun,  aflbrded  a  k 
striking  and  delightful  view  from  tlie  sea. 
glided  along  the  coast,  which  is  flat,  but  watt 
by  many  important  and  beautiful  streams.  ' 
river  Versiglia  is  of  this  description  part 
larly.  A  little  beyond  this  river  a  rid^e  of  ro 
mountains  projects  into  the  sea,  and   forms 
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promontory  of  Luna,  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  gulf  of  Spezzia. 

This  magnificent  bay,  which  forms  one  of  the 
finest  harbours  in  Europe,  enjoys  the  peculiar 
advantage  of  having  a  most  abundant  spring  of 
fresh  water  rising  almost  in  its  centre.  This 
,  fountain,  so  remarkable  for  its  position,  seems  to 
have  been  produced  by  some  convulsion  in  latter 
times,  as  there  is  no  mention  made  of  it  in  ancient 
authors.  The  bay  is  nearly  encircled  by  lofty 
mountains^  for  the  Apennines  approach  the  sea 
towards  Carrara/  and  continue  with  little  inter- 
ruption to  line  the  coast  till  they  join  the  mari- 
'  time  Alps  beyond  Genoa,  appearing'  all  along  in 
their  most  rugged  and  fojbidding  form,  with  no 
woods  and  little  vegetation.  However,  about 
Carrara  they  make  up  for  the  want  of  external 
decorations  by  the  valuable  quarries  of  marble, 
so  well  known,  and  now,  as  anciently,  so  highly 
valued  by  sculptors*  and  architects/  We  passed 
along  under  a  fine  breeze,  and  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  evening  of  a  delightful  day  entered  the 
harbour  of  Genoa.  Iliis  harbour  is  in  the  form 
of  an  ampitheatrp:  Gepoa  oec.upies.  one  side, 
and  spreads  her  streets  and  chorches,  and  then 
her  suburbs  and  villas,  over  a  vast  semicircular 
tract  of  crags,  rocks,  and  declivities.  Its  white 
buildings  ascending  one  above  the  other,  make  a 
splendid  show,  and  giv^  it  an  appearance  of  much 
magnificence.  The  interior  of  Genoa  does  not^ 
in  my  opinion,  correspond  with  its  exterior  granr* 
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deur.  Like  Vienna,  it  is  composed  of  well-bu 
lanes,  and  contains  no  wide,  and  only  thr 
beautiful  streets,  tlie  Strada  Balbi,  Stra 
Nova,  and  the  Strada  Novissiraa.  The  stra 
Balbi  commences  from  a  square,  called  t 
Piazza  Verde,  surrounded  with  trees  of  no  ve 
luxuriant  growth,  though  at  one  end  a  magni 
cent  double  flight  of  stairs  and  houses,  garde 
and  churches,  intermingled,  and  rising  interrac 
Otie  above  the  other,  give  it  a  pleasing  and  i 
mantic  appearance.  The  same  street  terminal 
in  another  square,  called  Piazza  del  Fonta 
Amore.  These  three  streets,  though  not  si 
fictently  wide  perhaps  for  our  taste,  especial 
considering  the  elevation  of  the  buildings  t\ 
border  them,  are,  strictly  speaking,  composed 
lines  of  vast  and  lofty  palaces,  some  of  whi 
are  entirely  of  marble,  and  all  ornamented  w 
marble  portals^  porticos,  and  columns,  T 
interior  of  these  mansions  is  seldom  unwort 
Ai  their  external  appearane  e ,  M  arble  st a i  r c  a  s 
with  bronze  ballustres,  conduct  to  spacic 
aaleow,  which  open  into  each  other  in  a  lo 
series,  and  arre  all  addfued  with  the  most  splend 
marbles  and  tapeMrles,  witli  many  valuable  pi 
tares,  glided  eomishesf,  and  panels,  Anio 
tkeise  palacef^  many  of  which  are  fit  to  lodge  t 
fint  siftvereigns  in  Europe,  and  indeed  betl 
dalcaliated  foT  that  purpose  than  most  transalpi 
pahtees,'  4ioS6  at  IMtia,  of  Sera,  of  Bal 
o£  Burit^zo)  ^My  pcfrbaps  be  mentioned 
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pre-eauaent  in  magnificence.  The  chui*chee<i  are 
numerous,  and  as  splendid  as  marble,  gilding, 
and  painting  cdJi  make  them,  but  have  seldom 
any  claims  to  architectural  beauty.-  In  truth, 
ornament  and  glare  seem  to  be  the  principal  in- 
gredients of  beauty  in  the  opinion  of  the  Genoese ; 
and  this  their  prevailing  taste  has  almost  entirely 
banished  the  first  of  architectural  graces,  sim*> 
plicity,  both  from  their  palaces  and  from  their 
ehurches.  Among  the  former,  the  palace  of 
Durazzo,  in  the  Strada  Balbi;  and  among  the 
latter,  the  church  of  Corignano,  possess  most 
of  that  quality  so  essential  to  greatness.  A  few 
remarks  on  these  two  edifices  may  enable  the 
reader  to  form  a  general  idea  of  others  of  the 
same  kind.  The  palace  of  the  Duras^zo  family 
was  erected  by  the  celebrated  Fontana :  the 
length  and  elevation  of  its  immense  front  astonish 
the  spectator,  who  perhaps  can  scarce  find  in  his 
memory  a  similar  building  of  equal  magnitude^ 
The  poitico,  which  is  wide  and  spacious,  con* 
ducts  to  a  staircase,  each  step  of  which  is  formed 
of  a  single  block  of  Carrara  marble.  A  large 
antichamber  then  leads  to  ten  saloons,  either 
opening  into  one  another,  or  communicating  by 
spacious  galleries.  These  saloons  are  all  on  a 
grand  scale  in  all  their  proportions,  adorned  with 
pictures  and  busts,  and  fitted  up  with  prodigipus 
richness  both  in  decorations  and  furniture.  One 
of  them  surpasses  in^the  splendour  of  its  gildings 
any  thing  of  the  kind  I  believe  in  EuropOr  Th^se 

2  T 
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apartments  open  on  a  terrace,  which  coounaads 
an  extensive  view  of  the  bay,  with  its  moles  and 
light-house,  and  the  rough  coast  that  borders  it 
on  one  side. 

In  this  palace  the  emperor  Joseph  was  lodged 
during  his  short  visit  to  Genoa,  and  is  reported 
to  have  acknowledged  that  it  far  surpassed 
any  that  he  was  master  of.  Ilie  merit  of  this 
Qompliment  is,  that  it  is  strictly  true,  for  few 
sovereigns  are  worse  accommodated  with  royal 
residences  than  the  Austrian  princes.  The  im- 
perial palace  at  Vienna  is  a  gloomy  plastered 
barrack ;  that  in  the  suburbs  is  not  superior  as 
an  edifice  to  that  called  the  Queen's  palace  at 
Windsor;  and  the  castle  of  Laxenberg,  which  has 
long  been  the  favourite  residence,  is  inferior  in 
size,  appearance,  and  furniture,  to  the  family 
seat  of  many  an  English  country  gentleman. 

The  palace  of  Domenico  Serra  contains  one 
of  the  richest  and  most  beautiful  apartments  in 
Genoa.  The  palace  allotted  to  the  Doge  is 
spacious  and  ancient,  but  inferior  in  beauty 
to  most  of  the  mansions  of  the  great  families. 
The  hall  however,  in  which  the  senate  anciently 
assembled,  is  a  most  superb  apartment ;  in  length 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet,  in  breadth 
forty-five,  and  in  height  sixtynsix :  its  roof  is 
supported  by  pillars  and  pilasters;  the  space 
between  contains  niches,  which  were  once  graded 
with  the  statues  of  the  eminent  men  of  the 
republic. 
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7e  now  pass  tbe  church  called  Di  Carigiiano. 
his  way  to  this  edifice,  the  trai^eller  will  he- 
el with  aslouishment  a  bridge  of  the   same 
ne  thrown  over  (not  a  river,  Ijut)  a  deep  dell, 
¥  a  street,  and,  looking  over  the  parapet,^ he 
1  see  with  surprise  the  roofs  of  several  houses 
six  stories  high  lying  far  beneath  him.     This 
d^e  consists  of  three  wide  arches.     The  view 
m  this  church  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  neigh« 
irliood  of  Genoa,  as  it   includes  the  city,  thu 
:t  and  the  moles,  with  all  the  surrounding  hills, 
jeaoa  is  surrounded  by  a  double  wall  or  ram- 
1;  the  one   encloses  the  town   only,  and  is 
)ut  six  miles  in  circuit;  the  other  takes  a  much 
re  extensive  range,   and,  covering   the  hills 
t  command  the  city,  forms  a  circumference 
thirteen  miles.     The  interior  fortification  ter- 
lates    in   a  point   beyond  the  summit   of  the 
J  and  is  supposed,  or  rather  proved  by  modern 
>eneuce,   to  be  of  very  considerable  sttengtli- 
we  rode  ronnd  these  extensive  works,  we  were 
used  partly  by  the  contrast  of  the  bleak  barren 
Is  thut  rose   above  us,  with  the  splendour  and 
nity  uf  the  city,  its  suburbs,  and  its  harbour, 
it  lay  expanded;  and  partly  by  the  accounts 
ich   our  guides  gave,  us  of  the  French   and 
sjtriaii  positions,  and  of  the  various  vicissitudes 
the  siege.     Uliese  anecdotes  interested  us  at 
:  moment,  because  the  event  was  comparatively 
cut,   and  we  hdd  the  theatre  of  the   contest 
U>YB  our  eyes;  but  the  siege  of  Genoa,  after 
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all,  was  a  petty  occuiTencc  in  the  history  of 
a  campaign,  that,  after  more  than  twice  ten 
centuries  of  contest,  laid  the  glories  of  Italy  at 
the  feet  of  the  Gauls,  and  opened  the  garden 
of  Europe  again  to  devastation. 

Genoa  presents  no  vestige  of  antiquity ;  if  ever 
she   possessed  magnificent  edifices  or  trophies 
of  glory,  they  have  long  since  mouldered  in  the 
dust,  or  been  swept  away  by  the  waves.    Her 
name  alone    remains,   and  that  name   she  has 
ennobled  since  the  fall  of  the  empire,  by  a.  series 
of  great  achievements  abroad,  and  at  home  by 
an  almost  uninterrupted   display  of  industrious 
exertions,  bold  speculations,  and  wise  councils. 
Genoa  is  one  of  the  three  great  republics  which, 
during  the  middle  ages  (that  is,  at  a  period  when 
the  rest  of  Europe  was  immersed  in  slavery, 
ignorance,  and  barbarism)  made  Italy  the  seat 
of  liberty,   of  science,  and  of  civilization,  and 
enabled  her,  though  bereft  of  general  empire, 
not  only  to  outshi4ie  contemporary  powers,  but 
even  to  rival,  at  least  in  military  fame  and  do- 
mestic policy,  the  glories  of  Greece  herself  in 
her  most  brilliant  era.  Of  these  republics,  Venice 
was  undoubtedly  the  first,  and  Genoa  confessedly 

the  second. 

These  honours  she  acquired  by  her  commerce, 

and  by  her  fleets,  which  enabled  her  often  to  dis- 
pute, and  frequently  to  share  the  empire  of  the 
seas  with  her  adversary.  At  one  period  indeed 
the  Ligurian  capital  had  for  some  time  the  ad- 
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tantage,  and  reigned  the  undisputed  Qiieen  of 
the  Mediterranean.  ^ 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  gate  of  Genoa  is 
the  village,  or  rather  suburb  of  San  Pier  d' Arena  r 
its  situation  on  the  coast,  and  close  to  the  Pol  - 
cevera,  rendered  it  once  a  place  of  great  resort, 
and  many  palaces  and  Villas  remain  as  monuments 
of  its  magnificence.  Villa  Imperiale  is  its  principal 
ornament :  it  is  said  to  have  been  planned  by 
Palladio,  and  has  tveo  regular  rows  of  Corinthian 
and  Ionic  columns,  an  arrangement  both  simple 
and  majestic.  But  this  superb  edifice  is  neglected; 
and,  like  many  others  around  it,  apparently  falling 
to  ruins.     The  valley  of  the  Polcevera  is  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  is  so  called  from  the  torrent 
(Polcevera)  that  intersects  it.     This  stream  had 
disappeared,  and  left  nothing  but  its  broad  rocky 
channel :  it  is  said  however  to  return  sometimes 
with  such  rapidity,   as  to  carry  off  travellers 
crossing  its  channel,  and  loitering  in  the  passage  ; 
a  circumstance  which  occasioned  many  disasters' 
when  the  road  lay  in  the  very  bed  itself  of  the  river.  * 
The  Austrians,  when  driven  out  of  the  city  by  the 
spirited  efforts  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  year  1746, 
encamped  in  the  channel  of  the  Polcevera,  which 
was  then  dry,  but  were  alarmed  in  the  middle 
of  the   night  by  the  roaring  of  the  torrent,  de- 
scendino:  in  vast  sheets  from  the  mountains,  and' 
sweeping  men,  horses,  and  even  rocks  before  it. 
The  army  extricated  itself  from  this  dangerous 
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aituAtioDi^rith  difficulty,  and  not  widioiit  the  lo8% 
of  several  hundred  men. 

The  bridge  thrown  over  the  Polcevera  at 
Cornigliano  is  a  monument  of  the  munificence 
of  a  nobleman  of  the  Gentile  family.  To  the 
honour  of  the  Genoese  nobility,,  the  same  may  be 
said  of  the  excellent  road  that  leads  from  San 
Pier  d' Arena  to  Campo  Marone.  This  road  Col- 
lows  the  banks  of  the  Polceyera,  forming  a  long 
winding  defile,  beautifully  diversified  with  villas 
and  gardens,  cypresses,  olives  and  vineyards. 
The  soil  is  indeed  naturally  a  dry  naked  rock, 
but  industry,  protected  by  liberty,  has  covered 
it  with  verdure  and  fertility. 

Immediately  on  leaving  Campo  Marone,  the 
first  stage,  the  traveller  begins  to  ascend  tbe 
steep  of  the  Bocchetta,  one  of  the  loftiest  of 
the  maritime  ApeuDtnes,  or  rather  Alps  (for 
so  the  ridge  of  mountains  to  the  west  of 
Portus  Delphinus,  now  Porto  Fuio,  was  an- 
ciently called.)  The  lower  and  middle  regiiHis 
of  this  mountain  are  well  peopled,  well  culti* 
vated,  and  shaded  by  groves  of  lofty  chesnuts. 
In  this  respect  it  resembles  the  Apennines,  but 
its  upper  parts  are  totally  alpine,  rough,  wild  and 
barren. 

The  Bocchetta  is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks 
of  Genoa.  It  was  in  the  late  war  occupied  by 
the  French,  but  was  forced  by  the  Austriaos. 
The  trenches  and  mounds  thrown  up  by  the  former 
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are  still  discernible,  and  may  be  traced  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  forming  altogether  a  barrier 
almost  insuperable.  The  French  army  was  at 
least  fifteen  thousand  meii  strong,  furnished  with 
artillery,  and  every  article  of  ammunition  in 
abundance,  and  commanded  by  a  General  of  ex*- 
perience,  and  of  acknowledged  intrepidity.  Yet 
with  all  these  advantages,  their  entrenchments 
were  forced,  and  they  were  compelled  to  shelter 
themselves  behind  the  ramparts  of  Qenoa,  by  ftn 
enemy  not  twiee  their  number ! 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Her  Royal  Highness  s  Residence  at  Genoa — Htr 
Fisitants  aful  Society. — The  Route  from  Oenoa 
to  Milan  —  Novi  —  Marengo  —  Great  Beauty 
of  the  surrounding  Country.  —  Pavia.  —  The 
magnificence  of  the  Abbey  of  Chiaravalle.— 
Arrival  at  Milan— Tour  to  Mount  St.  Gothard. 
Leave  Milan  for  the  Lake  of  Coma — Her  RovtU 
Highness  establishes  a  Residence  at  the  Pula 
dEste,  on  the  Lake. 

T^HE  house  occupied  by  Her  Royal  Highness 
during  her  stay  at  Genoa  was  situated  about  half 
an  English  mile  distant  from  the  city,  in  a  quarter 
of  the  suburbs  thickly  and  respectably  inhabited. 
Our  residence  in  Genoa  did  not  much  exceed  six 
weeks,  but  during  that  period  Her  Royal  Highness 
was  brilliant  and  cheerful :  she  was  visited  by 
all  the  British  and  foreign  nobility  of  the  place, 
and  the  superior  officers  attached  to  the  army. 

Early  in  the  month  of  June  we  left  Genoa  for 
Milan,  Her  Royal  Highness  having  determined 
to  establish  a  residence  on  the  Lake  of  Como, 
to  visit  Venice,  and  to  make  some  tours  to  Mount 
St.  Gothard,  and  other  of  the  interesting  scenes 
of  Switzerland, 

On  the  road  to  Milan,  a  few  miles  further  od, 
lies  Novi)  a  small  busy  town,  the  last  of  the 
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Geooe^  territory,  where  seyerml  i^  the  ac^l^^ 
have  yUlasi^  in  which  they  used  to  paM  the  spring, 
and  autumn. 

The  road  frpm  No^Fi  to  iUesBaadrin  crossM- 
a  pii^in,  fertile  aiul  well-cultivated,  but  sandy, 
aad  rttther  naked*  The  ruins  of  the  citadel  of; 
Tortoofii,  d^iAolislied  by  the  French^  lie  extended 
ov^  the.  $ji4e  of  a  distant  hill,  and  from  theiii 
magDitude  and  whiteness  present  a  grand  and 
striking  spectacle.  The  fatal  plain  of  Marengo 
is  in  thj9  iotm^diate  vicinity,  where  the  fortanc^ 
of  Baqnaparte  triumphed  oyer  the  skill  and  valoi^ 
of  the  Austrians,  and  obtained  that  celebrate4 
victory.  This  ev^nt  is  inscribed  in  Latin,  Italian^ 
aod  French,  on  the  pedestal  of,  a  Doric  pillar, 
ereeted  pn  the  high  road  in  the  little  villagi^ 
of  Marengo:  afewskuUs^  collected  in  digging 
the  fouadati^,  and  now  ranged  in  order  round 
tbo  pedestal,  form  a  savage  but  appn^iate 
omament  to  this  monument.  .    v 

The  village  of  Marengo  is  ^abo^t  two  t^i^^ 
firom  Alessandria,  The  Bprmida,  in  sumnier^a 
^haiVow  stream,  spread  over  a  wide  channel 
iatersected  with  little  island^^  ,and  .  lined  wit^ 
^loi^ra,  Jaws  within  half  a  mile  of  the  latter. 
Alessamdria  is  merely  a  fortress,  and  remarkably 
only  for  the  sieges  which  it  hfis  sustainod :  it  wf^l 
hnilt  m  the  ^welf^h  century^  and  ts^es  its  name 
froiBi  the  then  Pqpe,  Alei^ander  ni.  ; 
.  The  rdad'i^w  lies  through  ^ertons^  and  Vogr 
\m9u    ^i\iB  route  to  Milan,  the  rof  d  4ravei9w 

2  u 
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one  of  the  most  fertile  as  well  as  beautifal  parts 
of  the  celebrated  plain  watered  by  the  Po  and 
the  Tesino,  with  their  many  tributary  streams, 
and  which  is  bounded  by  the  Alps  and  the  Apen- 
nines. No  country  in  the  world  perhaps  enjoys 
more  advantages  than  this  extensive  and  delieim» 
▼ale.  Irrigated  by  rivers  that  never  fall,  it  is 
clad  even  in  the  burning  months  of  July  awl 
August  with  perpetual  verdure,  and  displays, 
after  a  whole  season  of  scorching*  sunshine,  the 
deep  green  carpet  of  the  vernal  months.  Even 
in  the  beginning  of  October,  autumn  scarcely 
tinges  its  woods,  while  the  purple  and  yellow 
flowers  of  spring  still  variegate  its  rich  grassy 
meadows.  The  climate,  like  that  of  Italy  at 
large,  is  uniform  and  serene ;  but  as  the  moie 
southern  provinces  are  refreshed  during  thesoltry 
season  by  a  breeze  from  the  sea,  so  these  plains 
are  cooled  by  gales  that  blow  constantly  from 
the  bordering  mountains.  Hence  the  traveller, 
who  has  been  panting  and  melting  away  in  the 
glowing  atmosphere  of  Florence  and  Genoa,  do 
sooner  crosses  the  Apennines,  and  destendt  i»to 
the  Milanese  country,  than  he  finds  himself  re- 
vived and  braced  by  a  freshness,  which  ift  Ac 
more  agreeable  and  unexpected,  because  he  stffl 
continues  to  enjoy  the  same  dh'clouded  sky,  afii 
bright  azure  firmament.  Nor  is  this  vale  so 
deficient  as  plains,  if  extensive,  Umally  are  i» 
interest ;  or  like  the  Netherlands,  a  lifeless  level, 
where  no  swell  presents  itself  to  attraict  th*  eyt 
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1  to  vary  the  HiilleQ  uniforouty*  The  plaiiut 
the  Po,  enclosed  between  two  chains  of  vast 
untaifis,  always  have  one,  and  sometimes  both 
those  romantic  and  bseautiful  objects  in  vi^w» 
ile  numberless  ramifications  branching  from 
in,  intersect  the  adjacent  countries  in  all 
actions,  and  adorn  them  with  ridges  of  hills 
t  diminish  in  size  and  elevation,  as  they  art 
e  distant  from  the  parent  mountains. 
lie  road  from  Na\i  to  Pavia  presents  on  the 
it  many  of  these  eminences,  resembling  the 
5  of  Surry,  and,  like  them,  adorned  with  trees;, 
rches,  villas,  &lc.  As  we  approached  the  Po, 
found  the  roads  deep  and  sandy  :  the  river, 
ugh  reduced  by  the  dryness  pf  the  seaiBon  to 
deepest  part  of  the. channel,  is  yet  a  majestic 
am;  we  passed  it  on  a  flying  bridge,  and 
lired  its  bank»  as  we  glided  across.  As  they 
low^  they  are  susceptible  of  one  species  of 
ament  only,  which  con^i^ts  of  groves  of  forest 
's  that  shade  its  margin,  and  as  they  hang 
r  it,  and  sometimes  bathe  their  (pranches  in  its 
res,  enliven  it  by  the  reflection  of  their  thick 
verdant  foliage, 

a  via  is  an  ancient  and  celebrated  city^  which 
in  its  time  produced  many  men  eminent  in 
ry  branch  of  literature  and  science,  and  is 
supplied  With  professors  of  talents  and  of 
itation.  It  has  a  noble  library,  grand  halls 
lectures^  anatomical  galleries,  a  botanical 
len,  and  several  well-endowed  colleges ;  yet 
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with  all  this,  its  schools  are  not  much  freqaeoted^ 
and  indeed  the  very-  streets  <}i  the  town  seem  soli* 
tary  and  forsaken. 

r  Abo%it  four  miles  from  Pavia  stands  the  aUbey 
Chiaravalle,  once  celebrated  for  its  rickes  and 
magnifieence.  It  belonged*  to  "^the  Carthusiaii 
taonks,  and  on  the  suppression  of  the  order  by 
the  Emperor  Joseph,  passed  vrith  a  property  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds  per  annum  to  govern- 
nent :  of  this  sum  about  five  hundred  pounds 
per  annum  was  annexed  to  the  hospital  <rf  Pavia ; 
<of  the  disposal  of  the  remainder,  which  without 
doubt  was  equally  appropriate  and  benevolent, 
there  is,  I  believe,  at  present  nothing  on  record. 

A  fine  avenue  of  limes  and  poplars,  shedding 
a  religious  gloom  on  the  traveller  as  he  drives 
vnder  them,  leads  to  the  arched  entrance,  opeaing 
into  a  spacious  court,  -with  the  church  full  in  the 
front.  This  edifice  is  of  Gothic  and  Saxon  arthi- 
4:ecture  intermingled  :  its  walls  are  of  solid  wUle 
marble,  lined  within  with  various  kinds  of  precious 
43tone.  Sculpture  and  carving,  whether  in  maiUe, 
gems,  or  metals,  are  here  displayed  ia  all  their 
pomp,  and  oftentimes  in  all  their  excellency. 

From  Chiaravalle,  the  remainder  of  the  distance 
to  Milan,  about  ten  miles^  Jb  a  fine^  smooth  and 
level  road,  with  little  extraordinary  divemty. 
The  face  of  nature  is  now  changed,  to  a  traveller 
Crom  the  southern  regions  of  Italy ;  but  it  is  still 
beautiful,  if  not  indeed  improved. 

On  the  shores  of  the  lakes  in  the  north  of  the 
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IfilanMe,  on  tibe  frontiers  of  Switzerland,  oriental 
luuviaaee  and  Alpine  grandeur  anite  tofcnrm  the 
fairest  scenes  with  which  the  globe  is  embellished. 
The  lofty  mountains,  where  dwells  eternal  winter, 
and  the  fertile  plains,  ^^  the  green  abodes,  of  life/.' 
are  bronght  together,  as  if  by  magic  ;  and  every 
various  tint  that  colours  the  surface  dT  the  earth, 
every  beantiful  form  that  adorns  it,  are  presented, 
in  blended  succession,  to  the  eye.  The  plants  of 
the  northern  and  southern  climates  mingle  their 
plumes  in  the  same  valley :  the  orans^e-tree 
grows  by  the  side  of  the  fir,  and  the  citron  by  the 
side  of  the  cytisus. 

The  natural  advantages  and  enchanting  scenery 
of  the  lakes  of  Upper  Italy,  have  long  since 
attracted  a  numerous  population  to  their  shores^ 
The  hills  are  covered  with  habitations,  which  are 
Mt  palaces,  for  the  grounds  attached  to  them 
^oold  not  have  been  sufficiently  extensive; 
tieither  are  they  cottages^  for  the  inhabitants 
toe  too  wealthy  not  to  bestow  some  expence  on 
their  residences*  They  are  small,  but  elegant 
and  commodious  dwellings,  having  nbthing  rustic 
about  them  but  their  beautiful  situation,  and  the 
trellises  by  which  they  are  shaded.  They  are 
Surrounded  by  H>rchards,  rising  on  terraces  one 
above  the  other,  in  which  the  fruits  of  Europe 
and  of  Asia  grow  together ;  while  the  Mreamlets 
"Which  descejid  from  the  Alps  britig  with  them  the 
limpid  coolness  of  their  ices,  and  the  mnrmur  of 
*heir  cascades. 
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■  During  Her  Rayal  Highnesses  §tay  at  Gen 
some  of  the  suite  being  desirous  of  an  excursi 
klong  the  sea  coast  towards  Spe2:ia,  I  acco 
panted  the  party.  We  set  out  from  Genoa,  alo 
the  road  by  the  sea  side,  called  La  Cornice* 
present  this  road  is  a  mere  path,  which  is  trac 
along  the  shore,  or  on  the  side  of  the  raountatr 
but  it  is  forming  into  a  noble  terrace,  encircli 
the  gulf,  and  thus  uniting  Italy  to  France,  Soi 
parts  of  it  are  already  completed ;  but  as  th 
do  not  join,  I  could  not  profit  by  them,  and  thei 
fore  accompanied  the  courier,  who  still  pas^ 
this  way  on  horseback.  ^* 

It  was  a  holiday,  and  the  whole  population 
Genoa  was  come  forth  to  breathe,  during  a  ti 
evening,  the  refreshing  breeze  from  tlie  sea,  a 
the  perfume  of  the  orange-trees.  The  $un  w 
setting  behind  the  mountains,  and  a  semi-tint  w 
beginning  to  steal  over  the  villas  built  on  th< 
sides,  so  that  I  could  scarcely  distinguish  t. 
fresco  paintings  with  which  their  fronts  we 
ornamented.  Elegantly-dressed  women,  attract* 
by  the  galloping  of  our  horses,  were  peepii 
out  from  the  numerous  arbours  which  borden 
the  road  side.  They  were  not,  as  formerly,  e 
veloped  in  a  veil  ^hich  concealed  their  who 
figure.  They  had  renounced  the  shawls,  knov 
by  the  name  of  mezzaros^  which,  it  is  said,  we 
not  unfrequently  employed  for  purposes  of  ci 
quetry,  and  were  dressed  in  the  French  style. 

After  an  hour's  riding,   we  were  obliged  i 
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flacken  oat  p«ee, vthenew road  temibatifig  here^ 
and  quitted  these  environs,  so  highly  embi^lishe^ 
by  art,  at  the  close  of  day.  Our  road  was  now  a 
focky  path,  the  windings  of  which  led  iigJB0me<« 
times  through  woods  of  olive-trees,  and^at  others 
aloD^  the  sea«-shore.  It  was  perfectly  daiia  .  The 
inhabitants  had  all  retired  to  their  dwellings; 
The  plaats  which  grew  along  our  path  exhaled 
their  nameless  odours:  the  nightingale^,  con--^ 
eealed  amidst  the  foliage  of  the  trees^  poui^ed 
forth  their  songs;  and  innumerable  fife*flies, 
iuttering  from  flower  to  flower,  illumined  their 
blossoms  with  a  transient  light,  and  seemed,  as 
it  were,  a  shower  of  stars  descended  upon  'earth 
to  cheer  the  night. 

Trusting  to  my  horse  s  acquaintance  with  the 
vmd,  Ithrew  the  reins  upon  his  neck,  andcom^* 
Mitted  myself  without  fear  to  his  guidance:  I 
inhaled  the  air,  cooled  by  the  freshness  of  the 
efvemng^  but  still  soft  and  tepid.  I  listened. to 
the  marmur  of  the  sea  as  it  broke  gently  on  the 
«hore;  fbr  such  ^was  the  serenity  of  the  weather* 
;thst  ita  waves,  though  coming  from  the  main* 
made  no  more  noise  than  the  rippling  of  a  braok. 
I  would  fain  have  stopped  to  enjoy,  without 
hiterruption,  the  various  sensations  occasioned 
by  this  scene  of  repose.  All  nature  seemed  to 
speak  a  language  in  unison  with  the  cLeamess  of 
the  sky  and  the  calmness  of  the  sea.  The  der 
iicionsness  of  the  climate  and  the  perfume  of 
the  fiowen  conspired  to   create  around  me  a» 
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idefll  /worid,  which   my  iwty  enrfidiiMj 
pleMure. 

The  rising  sun  revealed  all  the  magnificen 
the  sceae  which  surrounded  me.  I  was  tbea^ 
Sertrii  pa  one  of  the  terraces  recently  cut  i^ 
rock,  in  the  line  of  the  projected  road,  vh 
tiie  view  commanded  the  sea.  It  wias  less  \ 
Ibun  the  evening  before ;  and  its  waves,  i 
the  southern  wind,  broke  at  the  foot  of  the  i 
lund  bedewed  the  shrubs  which  grew  ial 
clefts  with  spray.  The  mists  pf  the  xnomkig^ 
apreading  in  silver  tints  over  the  aides 
mountains ;  and  villas,  embosomed  in  vi 
fi^-trees^  were  seen,  here  and  there,  in 
cesses.  They  were  decorated  with 
which  deceived  the  eye  with  the  appei 
a  noble  architecture;  and  their  fiat  ixwfs 
surrounded  by  a  balustrade^  covered  with  ji 
and  creeping  planta.  All  around  the  si 
the  earth  presetated;  nothing  but  naked 
or  useless  show.  The  mmmtains  of  Genoa  i 
intended  to  evince  that  nature  occasionally 
lights  to  invest  herself  in  pomp,  without 
purpose  of  utility.  The  vegetables  which 
to  support  life  are  ntteriy  excluded,  while  \ 
which  are  only  ornamental  gro:w  in  profiiaiiii 
We  find  neither  harvests  nor  fruits  amidat  thert 
rocks,  but  every  plant  is  a  flower,  ev^ry.tiaid 
a  laurel. 

'  I  travelled  all  day  along  narrow  pa^,  Bmiii 
the  magnificence  of  this  sterile  region.    I  coub 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


REMARKABLE  TOURS.  337 

h  diffictrlty  procure  any  refreshment  in  tKe 
erable  dwellings  at  which  we  stopped,  nor 

our  horses  find  a  better  supply  on  th6  hills 
&re  they  were  turned  to  graze, 
ler  Royal  Highness  passed  the  months  of  April 
I  May  in  Genoa  and  its  vicinity,  after  which  we 
mined  near  two  months  in  Milan,  whence  fre- 
rnt  excursions  were  made  to  the  interesting 
nts  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  prin- 
al  towns  and  cities  of  the  north  of  Italy.  The 
pendons  and  remarkable  passes  of  the  Alps, 
Siraplon  and  St.  Gothard,  were  explored,  and 
^ry  object  visited,  the  importance  ot  curiosity 
which  was  calculated  to  gratify  the  inquiring 
id,  or  afford  tasteful  amusement.  The  great 
d,  or  passage  of  the  Simplon,  was  the  first 
these  tours  of  obseiTation. 
)ur  party,  properly  equipped,  and  provided  for 
laborious  an  undertadcing,  set  out  from  Domo 
sspla  (to  which  we  had  repaired  as  a  point  of 
ting)  before  day- break,  in  delightful  weather, 
he  grey  of  tlie  moming  we  saw  the  road  was 
ding  along  the  side  of  an  immense  mountain, 
h  a   deep  ravine  below,  in  which  we  heard 

noise  of  water,  and  I  saw  immense  forests 
Rrs  above,  in  which  the  wind  was  making 
irnful  music-  We  were  just  then  crossing 
ompact  strong-built  bridge,  over  a  gulf  of 
ity  feet  in  depth-  A  few  minutes  afterwards 
arrived  at  one  of  the  houses  of  refuge,  which 
e  placed  at  certain  distances  by  th6  makers 
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of  the  road,  to  give  reception  to  travellers  ifdio^ 

horses  might  be  spent,  or  who,  in  bad  vreather, 

^  might  be  unable  to  proceed,  from  the  acci^dents 

of  water,  snow,  or  falling  stones.    They  are  9II 

;  numbered,  and  inscribed,  Refuqe.    There  are, 

,  I  thtdc,   sev^en  of  them,   and  are  numbered  in 

order ;  th^re    are  also   some    larger    desolate- 

.  looking  buildings  on  the  Italian  side,  for  receiving 

carts  and  merchandize  in  case  of  need. ,  At  one 

,  of  these  houses  of  refuge  there  is  also  the  relay 

of  post-horses ;  and  you  can  be  accommodated 
.  with  coffee  in  summer,  and  brandy  in  winter 
,  A  man  was  lighting  a  fire  in  the  first  room,  which 
^  looked  something  like  a  strong. room  in  a  prison. 

He  iovited  us  to  the  chambre  chaude,  (a  hot 
,  room)  and  opened  a  door,  whence  a  suflTocating 

air  came  forth.  A  kind  of  narrow  troi^gh  is  built 
.  into  the  wall,  where  wood  is  put  and  lighted,  and 
,  the  heat  diffuses  itself  through  the  stone. 

Our  horses  having  eaten  their  grain,  we  pro- 
.  ceeded  on  our  ascent,  which  is  very  gradual  and 
.  equal ;  sufficient.to  check  the  pace  of  the  hojrses, 

but  by  no  means  fatiguing.  The,  windings  are 
!  beyond  conception,  and  you  are  placed  by  them 
,  frequently  in  a  position  so  as  to  look  back  upon 
.  the  spiral  line  ypu  have  been  pursuing,  lying 
[  like  a^  bordering  of  ribbon,  on  the  sides  of  the 

vast  moujtitain. ,  You  see  the  houses  of  refuge 

below  you,  dwindled  to  poipts,  ^nd  cj|n  scarcely 
,  discover  the  cabins,  dispersed  at  little  distances 

up  and  dowui  in  which  the  French  engineen 

V 
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resided  when  employed  in  making  the  road* 
Opposite,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  other  side  of  thd 
deep  ravine  and  torrent  which  form  the  bottom 
of  the  immense  precipice,  on  the  very  border 
of  which  carriages  proceed,  with  only  small 
stones'  for  a  fence,  and  sometimes  not  even  that, 
runs  the  old  road  over  the  Simplon.  It  war  not 
practicable  for  carriages  ;  and  to  look  at  it,  like 
alitie  amongst  frightful  rocks,  it  would  not  seem 
safe  even  for  horses. 

The  general  characteristics  of  the  road  on  the 
Valais  side,  are  forests  of  fir  above  and  below, 
and  torrents  carried  below  the  road  by  excellently 
built  aqueducts/  Once  or  twice  the  turning  of 
the  road  is  sufficiently  favourable  to  open  on  the 
view  of  the  traveller  the  whole  length  of  the 
tavine,  from  his  feet  to  the  very  bottom  of  the 
mountain,  with  the  town  of  Breig,  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone,  and  its  blue  stream,  at  an  immea- 
surable distance,  rendered  in  effect  still  greater 
than  it  is  in  reality,  by  the  circumvolving  line 
of  road,  lying  like  coils  all  the  way  down  the 
lofty  Alps,  and  surrounding  the  valley  on  that 
side.  These  views  are  of  extreme  beauty.  At 
many  places,  the  firs  above  and  below  stand  in 
the  tnbst  grotesque  positions,  and  present  the 
inost  battered  appearances,  from  having  had  to 
sustain  the  shock  of  avalanches,  or  of  falling 
rocks.  How  withered,  desolate,  and  wild  they 
appear!  One  or  two  had  been  broken  in  the 
middle.,  but  not  broken  quite  off,  and  were  lying 
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oreaking  in  the  wind,  supporting  tbemseWes 
the  others.  The  sun  lights  up  the  snowy  t 
of  the  Alps,  of  a  beautiful  goldeu  colour.  1 
clouds  of  early  morning  roll  among  the  hills,  i 
take  a  silver  hue,  betwixt  water  and  fleece. 

As  you  advance  towards  the  summit  of 
roadf  you  pass  close  under  the  glacier  of  K 
wasser,  from  whence  several  cascades  descei 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  you  see  the  glaciers  t 
lie  on  the  highest  points  of  the  Simplon.  If  th 
is  snow  on  the  mountain^  a^  there  was  when 
passed,  the  glacier  renders  itself  discernible 
the  blue  colour  of  its  ice.  The  absolute  heij 
of  the  mountain  is  said  to  be  6174  feet  above 
level  of  the  sea:  the  highest  point  of  the  roai 
probably  about  5000.  A^  you  approach  the  t 
the  wind  blows  cold  and  fiercely  from  the  sumr 
After  descending  a  little,  you  see  the  hospii 
a  high,  narrow,  wild-looking  building,  situa 
below  you  on  the  right.  Anew  one>  on  the  e 
road,  has  been  begun,  but  is  left  with  only  tlie  £ 
story  raised.  There  are  only  two  priests  s 
tioned  at  the  hospital,  to  receive  travellers.  Tl 
shelter  the  poor,  they  give  them  bread,  nie 
and  wine,  with  a  bed,  if  required.  The  rich  i 
not  solicited,  but  give  liberally.  It  is  out  of  th 
own  funds  that  the  fathers  do  this,  with  a  lit 
assistance  from  government. 

Descending  still,  we  arrived  at  the  village 
Siraplon,  at  a  height  of  4548  feet  above  the  le^ 
of  the  sea* .  The  snow  here  is  very  deep,  and  1 
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It  least  half  the  year.  The  distance  from  Bt'eig 
0  the  village  of  Simplon  is  eight  leagues,  of 
vhich  six  are  ascent,  and  two  descent;  from  the 
Situ  pi  on  to  Domo  d'OssoIa,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Doiintain  on  the  Italian  side,  the  distance  is  be- 
ween  six  and  seven  leagues,  making  the  pas- 
iage  of  the  mountain  between  fourteen  and  fifteen 
eagues.  The  journey  may  be  easily  performed 
n  eleven  or  twelve  hours.  It  is  with  reference 
0  this  side  that  we  may  most  suitably  speak 
»f  the  wonders  of  this  great  work.  The  Italian 
mgjneers  had  by  far  the  most  difficult  task 
0  perform.  At  every  step,  we  see  evidence 
>f  the  prodigious  struggle  between  the  art  of 
tian,  and  the  obduracy  and  powers  of  nature 
n  her  most  savafje  holds.  The  road  may  be  said 
0  be  entirely  cut  into  the  solid  rock  ;  and  yet 
iever»  or  scarcely  ever,  among  these  prodigious 
irecipices  and  cliffs  that  suspend  destruction, 
loes  it  hasten  or  slacken  its  equal  slope.  The 
;all erics  or  passages  through  the  heart  of  rocks 
m  the  Valais  side,  though  wonderful,  are  as 
lodiiug,  when  compared  with  those  on  the  Ita- 
ian  side.  You  enter  the  rock,  are  enclosed  in 
m  both  sides  and  over  head,  but  pursue  a  road 
s  smooth  and  more  broad  than  that  without. 
Soon  after  leaving  the  village  of  the  Simplon, 
wo  considerable  mountain-torrents,  rushing  by 
wo  frightful  openings  into  the  unknown  seclu- 
ions  of  the  Alps,  form  by  their  union  the  Veniola, 
k  hich  ranks  between  a  river  and  a  torrent  as  to 
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size,  and  which  goes  rushing  and  roaring  amo 
rocks  and  huge  stones,  close  by  the  side  of 
road,  to  within  a  league  of  Domo  d'Osi 
where  the  road  crosses  it  on  a  superb  bridge, 
afterwards  leaves  it.  Someljoies  it  washes 
road,  sometimes  sfinks  to  a  frightful  depth 
neath  it,  while  from  the  windo^vs  of  your  carr 
you  see  the  white  foam  of  its  boiling  ed 
On  the  two  sides,  the  stupendous  mountain 
in  perpendicular  walls  of  black  rock,  and  1 
masses  are  frequently  suspended  over  the  he£ 
the  traveller,  who  seeing  around  him  the  trei 
dous  fragments  that  have  already  fallen,  cai 
without  apprehension  for  his  safety,  considei 
possibility  of  others  falling.  On  the  other 
footpaths  frightfully  suspended  lead  into 
interior  of  the  Alps,  where  villages  are  t 
seen  in  situations  where  they  appear  as  if  1 
upon  the  crags,  and  where  it  is  difficult  to  di 
the  occupation  and  resources  of  their  inhabit 
Picturesque  but  crazy  bridges  sometimes  i 
the  torrent  from  these  ]>aths,  forming  a  stri 
contrast  with  those  master-pieces  of  mo 
engineering,  of  which  the  new  road  furnishi 
many  examples.  When  ihe  traveller,  air 
weary  and  woyn  with  toil,  contemplates  the 
and  terrific  scene  which  is  spread  around 
as  if  in  derision  of  his  powers  and  his  effoi 
when  he  sees  rocj^s  towering  above  him  a  t 
sand  feet  high,  which  seem  as  if  they  w 
close  above  his  head,  and  engulf  him  for  eve 
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Ttst  torrent  roaring  an(i  boiling  below,  threaten* 
ing  to  undenniiie  the  rocks  which  support  him — 
huge  buttresses  of  granite  projecting  from  the 
face  of  the  precipice  in  the  most  fantastic  and 
appalling  forms,  and  hanging  over  the  water — 
cascades,  of  various  character  and  appearances, 
pouring  and  darting  down  to  join  it  from  the 
loftiest  peaks  above, — he  cannot  conceive  the 
possibility  tliat  his  progress  can  be  continued 
through  such  obstacles.  It  does  so  nevertheless, 
and  with  security  the  road  winds  along,  preser- 
vtng  the  same  equal  slope,  sometimes  supported 
by  a  wall  over  the  water,  sometimes  scooped  into 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  in  other  places  running 
abruptly  into  tlie  heart  of  the  rock,  through  a 
seemingly  impenetrable  darkness,  and  thence 
again  emerging  into  the  open  air  and  light.  The 
longest  of  these  passages  or  galleries  is  provided 
with  three  tunnels  or  apertures  to  admit  light, 
and  througli  these  a  view  is  obtained  of  the  river 
down  the  precipice.  It  is  altogether  an  immense 
undertaking,  and  no  less  honourable  to  the  pro- 
jector Sj  and  useful,  than  prodigious  as  a  work  of 
art.  The  rock  is  for  the  most  part  compact  and 
solid,  and  cut  so  as  to  leave  a  smooth  and  equal 
iace. 

During  Her  Royal  Highnesses  stay  at  Milan^ 
we  made  an  excursion  to  the  Lago  Ma^giore, 
which  has  been  already  described,  in  order  to 
fisit  the  Isola  Bella,  on  which  the  Borromean 
palace  is  situatc^d :  these  superb  and  interesting 
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objects  having  been  particularly   dwelt  U| 
when  speaking  of  our  first  entrance  into  Iti 
it  will  only  be  necessary  here  to  say  that] 
Jloyal  Highness  visited  the  lake  and  the  I 
romean  Islands.     This  visit  was  made  on 
return  from  a  tour  to  survey  the  general  seen 
and  appearance  of  the  Alps,  and  their  princi 
defiles  or  passages.    The  roads  over  or  ral 
through  these  immense  and  terrific  regions 
not  to  be  supposed  to  be  over  the  ridges 
summits  of  any  of  the  hills,  but  are  merely 
most  commodious   arrangements    and   imprc 
ments  of  the  paths,  which  from  time  iffiimemo 
have  run  through  the  chasms  or  defiles  betw 
them.    Of  this  description  are  the  famous  pai 
of  Mount  Cenis,  the  Simplon,  St.  Bernard, 
St.  Gbthard. 

Her  Royal  Highness  remained  some  we 
resident  at  Milan,  during  negociations  for 
purchase  of,  and  the  necessary  arrangements 
completing  and  beautifying  the  Villa  d'Este, 
the  Lake  of  Como,  at  which  she  had  now  del 
mined  to  form  an  establishment,  and  to  mak 
a  place  of  settled  residence.  The  Lake  of  Cc 
has  been  already  generally  described.  ] 
Royal  Highness's  residence  is  known  by 
name  of  the  Villa  d'Este,  and  was  purchasec 
the  Countess  Pino.  It  is  situated  on  the  v 
margin  of  this  beautiful  lake,  and  when  viev 
from  a  distant  point,  its  entire  elevation  reSed 
in  the  placid  waters  from  which  it  seems  to  ri 
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id  surmounted  by  the  wild  but  magnificent 
enery  of  the  hills,  interspersed  with  tasteful 
"ections,  and  crowned  with  hanging  woods  and 
irdens,  it  corapoaesk  a  scene  of  great  beauty, 
he  banks  every  where  slope  gently  to  the  verge 
'  the  water,  and  they  are  covered  with  all  the 
^uriancy  of  vegetation.  Fields  of  deep  ver- 
ire  are  bordered  by  lofty  trees ;  hills  are  co- 
TCd  with  thickets,  villas  shaded  by  pines  and 
jplars ;  distant  villages,  encircled  with  vine^ 
irds,  strike  the  eye  in  every  direction,  and 
esent  a  continual  picture  of  fertility  and 
ippiness. 

The  improvements  made  in  the  interior  of  this 
lifice,  so  beautifully  situated,  were  in  a  cor^ 
sponding  style  of  good  ta6te  and  regard  to 
cturesque  effect :  the  simple  villa  soon  assumed 

Her  Royal  Highness'g  possession  the  air  and 
agnificence  of  an  elegant  little  palace.  An 
'enue  of  trees,  extending  from  Como,  a  distance 

two  miles,  was  planted  with  great  judgment 
id  effect;  and  other  undertakings  were  pro- 
eted,  indicating  the  taste  and  the  rank  of  its 
w  possessor. 


ay 
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CHAFfER  XVin, 

ffer  Majesty  proceeds  to  Venice. — Description 
the  Cities  on  the  route — Verona — Its  noble  j 
phitheatre. — VicenzGh^RetnarkableJbr  itsgr 
l,^  Olympic   Theatre  and  Academy.  —  Arrival 

Venice  — Desiiipt ion  of  the  City  —  Charai 
Manners y  and  Customs  of  the  Venitians — Pa 
I  J|  "^Mantua.  ^^  Her    Majesty   deter^tnines    on 

j,1  extensive  Tour  to  Greece  and  the  Holy  Land 

SHPORTLY  after  Her  Majesty  had  comph 
the  improvements  of  the  Y\\\^  d  Este,  and  bec^ 
resident  at  that  deligtitful  spots  it  was  de 
mined  to  visit  the  famous  Venice^  taki»^  in 
route  the  ancient  and  interesting  cities  Vei 
and  Vicenaja. 

Verona  is  beautifully    situated  on    the   t 

Adige^  partly  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  wl 

ftrtrms  the  last  swel!  of  the  Alps^   and  partb 

the  skirts  df  an  immense  plain,  extending  i 

these  mountains  to  the  Apennines.    The  hilli 

*  hind  are  adorned  with  villas  and  gardens,  w 

^  the  graceful  cypress  and  tall  poplar  predomi 

over  the  bushy  ilex  and  spreading  bay-tree. 

The  plains  before  the  city  are   streaked 

rows  of  mulberry -trees,  and  shaded  with  \ 

climbing  from  branch  to  branch*  and  sprea^ 

in  garlands  from  tree  to  tree.     The  devasla 
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r  war  di^figuied  this  scea^ry,  by  &tfippiqg 
everal  villas,  levelling  inaiiy  gfow^  jaQ4  roptu^ 
p  whole  rows  of  viaea ,  aod  u^ulberry^-trees  ^  .b^ 
le  liatid  of  industry  haa  Already  repaired  thfft^ 
ivag€s,  and  restored  to  the  neigbbpuirillg  biUf 
nd  Gelds  their  beauty  and  fertility.  The  iBt^rifH* 
r  the  town  is  worthy  of  its  situation.  It  is  di^ 
ided  into  two  unequal  parts  .by  the  Ad^ige,  wbicti 
Hceps  through  it  iu^  bold  curve,  and  foxms  a 
eoinsula,  within  which  th^  virhoU  of  the  aifpfeoit 
nd  greater  parts  of  tha  modern  city  are  ioalps^ 
lie  river  is  wide  and  rapid.  The  streets,  asji^ 
II  continental  towns,  are  najrrpwer  tl^aa  9Ui», 
ut  long^  straight,  well  built,  and  i^queutlf 
resenting,  iu  the  turm  of  the  doors  and  yrin^ow^, 
id  in  the  ornaments  of  their  ^ases,  fine  prppofr 
ons  and  beautiful  workmanship.  !)3ut  besjid^ 
teie  advantages,  one  of  th^  aobleat  pioiiiUll0Qts 
f  Romaxi  luagolJiceace  dow  existing  is  its  a^r 
tiitheatre^  which^  aHhocigh  iaferior  in  aJKe,  is 
|ual  in  materials  and  solidity^  to  the  Colist^^Hi 
.  Home.  We  ha5ten3d  to  this  celebrated 
onujneutf  ami  passed  the  greater  pftrt  of  i\w 
orning  iji  cliiubing  its  seats  and  ranging  ov^r 
i  spacbus  areua<  The  external  ^ireiiipfteresM^» 
rraing  the  ornamental  party  has  beea  destroyed 
ng  ago,  with  the  e^^eptiop  of  one  piece  ^ 
aU»  containing  three  fi^oric^  of  four  turc^S, 
iing  to  the  he  ij;  lit  of  laore  th^q  eighty  feet, 
be  pilasters  and  decoratienl  of  the  ou^iide  were 
Liscau,an  order  well  adapted^  byiti  foiidity  and 
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musiveness,  to  such  vast  fabrict.     Foity-fitt 
ranges  of  seats,  rising  from  the  arena  to  the  top 
of  the  second  story  of  outward  arches,  retnaia 
entire,  with  their  respective  staircases  and  gal- 
leries of  communication.    The  whole  is  formtd 
of  vast  blocks  of  marbTe,  and  presents  such  a 
mass  of  compact  solidity*  as  seems  calculated  to 
defy  the  influence  of  time.    To  give  a  genend 
idea  of  its  vastness,  we  may  say  that  the  out- 
ward circumference  is  1290  feet,  the  length  oi 
the  arena  218,  and  its  breadth  129,  and  that  the 
seats  are  capable  of  containing  22,000  spectators. 
At  either  end  is  a  great  gate,  and  over  each  a 
modem  balustrade  with  an  inscription^  inform^ 
ing  the  traveller  that  two  exhibitions  of  a  very 
different  nature  took  place  in  the  amphitheatre 
some  years  ago.    The  one  was  a  bull-baiting, 
exhibited  in  honour  of  the  emperor  Joseph,  then 
at  Verona,  by  the  governor  and  people.    The 
other  exhibition,  though  of  a  very  different  nature, 
was  perhaps  equally  interesting.    The  late  pope, 
in  his  German  excursion,  passed  through  Verona, 
and  was  requested  by  the  magistrates  to  give 
the  people  an  opportunity  of  testifying  in  public 
their  veneration  for  his  sacred  person:  He  ac^ 
cordingly  appeared  in  the  amphitheatre,  selected 
on  account  of  its  capacity  as  the  properest  place, 
and  when  the  shouts  of  acclamation  had  subsided, 
poured  forth  his  benediction  on  the  proatrate 
multitude  collected  from  all  the  neighbouring 
provinces  to4reveive  it*  
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The  Frencli  applied  the  amphitheatre  to  a  very 
different  purpose.  Shortly  after  their  entrance 
into  Verona,  they  erected  a  temporary  theatre 
near  one  of  the  grand  portals  above  mentioned^ 
and  caused  several  farces  and  pantomimes  to  be 
acted  in  it,  for  the  amusement  of  the  army ! 

Before  leaving  Verona,  our  last  visit,  ad  our 
Rrstf  was  to  the  amphitheatre :  we  passed  some 
hours,  as  before,  in  a  very  delightful  mapner; 
some  times  reclining  on  the  middle  seats,  and 
idtniring  the  capaciousness,  the  magnitude,  and 
the  durability  of  the  vast  edifice ;  at  other  times 
seated  on  the  upper  range,  contemplating  the  . 
Qoble  prospect  expanded  before  us;  the  town 
under  our  eyes,  verdant  plains  spreading  on  one 
side*  and  on  the  other  the  Alps,  rising  in  craggy 
majesty,  and  bearing  on  their  ridges  the  united 
mows  of  four  thousand  winters ! — while  an  Hes- 
perian sun  shone  in  full  brightness  over  our  heads, 
md  southern  gales  breathed  all  the  warmth  and 
ill  the  fragrance  of  summer  around  us.  In  the^ 
ivhole,  wc  visited  few  places  with  more  satisfac- 
tion, and  left  few  with  more  regret  than  Verona. 

The  distance  from  Verona  to  Vicenza,  is  three 
posts  and  a  half;  the  road  runs  over  a  plain^, 
fiighly  cultivated  and  beautifully  shaded  with 
nnes  and  mul berries  :  near  Monte  Bello,  however, 
l)old  hills  rise  on  either  side,  and  present  in  their 
windings^  of  on  their  summits^^  villages,  towns, 
and  castles.  Viccuza  is  a  town  as  ancient  as 
Verona,  large  and  populous :  its  circumference 
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113  near  three  miles,  and  the  Qumbcr  of  its 
babitantd  is  said  to  auiouut  to  thirty  thousai 
It  has  passed  through  the  bame  r e vol  ut ions  as 
neighbour  Verona,  but  seems  to  have  Buffei 
mora  from  their  consequence! :  it  was  buint 
the  etnperor  Frederic  ii.  while  at  war  with  i 
Pope,  a«d  cannot  consequently  be  supposed 
exhibit  any  remnants  of  its  Roman  glory. 

But  the  want  of  ancient  monuments  is  suppli 
in  a  great  degree  by  numberless  master-^piec 
of  modern  genius.  The  architect  PaUadio  wai 
native  of  this  city,  and  employed  all  the  powi 
of  his  art  in  the  embclUshmciit  of  his  count 
Hence  the  taste  and  maguiUcence  tliat  reiga 
most  pf  the  public  buildingfi^  and  private  hous 
Among  the  former  we  may  distinguish  the  to? 
}iouse»  which  is  called  very  significantly.  The  j 
laceof  public  opimon^  where  justice  is  adminibteri 
and  the  business  ol  the  city  transacted,  the  i 
sidence  of  the  principal  magistrate. 

The  gate  of  the  Campus  JSIartius  is  a  triumpi 
arch,  solid  and  well  proportioned;  and  abc 
all,  the  celebrated  Olympic  theatre,  erected 
the  expense  of  a  well  known  academy  beari 
that  pompous  title.  This  edifice  is  raised  upou  1 
plan  of  ancient  theatres,  and  beai^  a  great  rese 
blance  to  those  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompi 
The  permanent  and  immoveable  scenery*,  t 
ranges  of  seats  rising  above  each  other^  t 
situation  of  the  orchestra,  and  the  colon aa 
that  crowns  the  upper  range,  are  all  faitbl 
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pprefentationa  of  antiquity.  Th^  scene  consists 
4  a  magnificent  gate,  snpported  by  a  douMe 
ow  of  pillars,  niches  and  statues :  it  has  one 
arge,  and  two  smaller  entrances,  opening  into 
9  many  principal  streets,  decorated  with  temples, 
ralaces,  and  public  edifices  of  varions  descrip- 
ions,  formed  of  solid  materials,  and  disposed^ 
t cording  to  the  rules  of  perspective,  so  as  to 
§snme  somewhat  more  than  the  mere  theatrical 
ppearaoce  of  reality.  The  sides  are  a  conti- 
fuatton  of  the  same  plan,  and  have  also  each 
me  entrance  going  into  its  respective  street : 
hus  tlicre  are  five  entrances,  through  which  the 
ctors  pass  and  repass  to  and  from  the  stage. 
Phe  orchestra  occupies  the  centre,  or  that  part 
rhich  we  call  the  pit;  thence  rise  the  seats, 
orming  the  side  of  an  ellipsis,  and  above  them 
he  gallery,  composed  of  a  range  of  Corinthian 
miliars,  with  their  full  entablature,  surmounted  by 
;  balustrade,  and  adoniedwith  statues  of  marble. 
Kn  air  of  simplicity,  lightness,  and  beauty, reigns 
rver  the  whole  edifice,  and  delights  the  ordinary 
>bser^"er,  v^hile  in  the  opinion  of  connoisseurs, 
I  entitles  it  to  the  appellation  of  the  masterpiece 
I  Palladio. 

There  are  said  to  be  about  twenty  palace?? 
n  Vic  en  z  a,  which  were  erected  by  Palladio, 
ome  of  which  are  of  unusual  splendour,  and 
ontribute  in  the  whole  to  give  the  city  an  ap- 
pearance of  magnificence  and  beauty  not  common 
rven  in  Italy.     In  materials  and  magnitude  they 
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ait  inferior  perhaps  to  the  palaceft  of  GeiUMu 
but  in  style  of  architecture  and  external  beauty^ 
far  superior. 

Leaving  Vicenza,  we  proceeded  to  Padua,  and 
thence  by  .the  river  Brenta  to  Venice.  The 
country  through  which  tbe  Brenta  flows  is  flat^ 
but  is  highly  cultivated,  well  wooded,  and  ex- 
tremely populous.  The  banks  are  lined  with 
villages,  or  little  towns,  and  decorated  with  se- 
veral handsome  palaces  and  gardens. 

These  celebrated  banks  have,  without  doubts 
a  rich,  a  lively,  and  sometimes  a  magnificent 
appearance,  but  their  splendour  and  beauty  have 
been  much  exaggerated ;  and  an  Englishman  ac- 
customed to  the  Thames,  and  the  villas  that 
grace  its  banks  at  Richmond  and  Twickenham, 
will  discover  little  to  excite  his  admiration  as 
he  descends  the  canal  of  the  Brenta.  It  was 
evening  when  we  arrived  at  Fusina,  on  the  shore 
of  the  Lagune  opposite  Venice.  The  Lagune  are 
the  shallows  that  border  the  whole  coast,  and 
extend  round  Venice :  their  depth  between  ^the 
city  and  the  main  land  is  from  three  to  six  feet» 
in  general.  These  shallows  are  occasioned  by 
the  vast  quantities  of  sand  carried  down  by  the 
many  rivers  that  descend  from  the  Alps,  and  fall 
into  the  Adriatic  sea,  all  along  its  western  shores. 
Ravenna,  which  lies  much  lower  down,  anciently 
stood,  like  Venice,  in  the  midst  of  waters :  it 
is  now  surrounded  with  sand,  las  Venice  will 
probably  be  ere  long.     The  ancient  republic 
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expended  coiffiiderablesuoi^^  ^leariag  the  canals 
that  intepect  and  surround  the  city^  removing 
obstacles,  and  keeping  up  the  dejpth  of  water, 
so  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  capital. ,  .  .  ^ 
The  grand  appearance  of  the  city  is  well 
calculated  to  excite  attention*     At  our  nearer 

•••••■  -i 

approach,  it  was  brilliantly  illuminated  by  the 
declining  sun,  and  appeared  as  if  rising  from  thQ 
waters,  with  its  numberless  domes  and  towers, 
attended,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression^ 
by  several  lesser  islands,  each  crowned  with  its 
Spires  and  pinnacles,  presenting  the  appearance 
of  a  vast  city  seated  on  the  yery  bosom  of  .the 
ocean.  We  embarked  in  barges,  and,  gliding 
smoothly  over  the  Lagune,  whose  surface,  uny 
ruffled  by  the  slightest  breeze,  was  as  smQoth 
as  the  most  polished  gla^,  touched  at  the  island 
of  St.  Georgio,  which  is  about  half  the  distance 
across,  that  is,  two  miles  from  the  main  land  on 
one  side,  and  from  Venice  on  the  other ;  and  then 
entering  the  city,  rowed  up  the  grand  canal,  and 
passed  under  the  bridge  of  the  Rialto  ;  admiring 
as  we  advanced,  the  varied  architectural  beauties 
^•the  place,  and  the  vast  edifices  that  line  its 
Bides. 

-The  Venetians  are  like  a  lively  family  cut  off 
from  the  rest  of  Europe.  Let  the  reader  imagine 
fajmsel^  pushing  off  from  a  sea^coast,  and  coming 
at  a  distanoe  of  a  league  and  a  half  uppn  a  citj  ' 
.BlD|nding  in  the^sea.  This  is  Venice.  It  is  biuj|; 
upon  seventy-two  little  islands,  the  houses  abutr 
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ting  directly  upon  the  water,  the  finest  of  tl 
without  even  a  landing-place  but  the  stairs 
that  instead  of  streets  there  are  only  canal 
sea-water ;  and  instead  of  coaches  and  c; 
gondolas  and  other  boats.  Perhaps  the  best 
an  English  reader  can  have  of  a  Venetian  sti 
is  to  imagine  a  street  like  Portland-place 
rather  a  more  winding  one,  like  the  High-st 
lit  Oxford,  mixed  with  nobler  as  w  ell  as  sm; 
houses,  and  the  full  sea  running  through  it, 
•u  abundance  of  boats  of  traffick  and  swift -dar 

i'  1  gondolas.   The  gondola  is  a  sort  of  wherry,  al 

five  feet  broad,  and  twenty-five   long,  cov 
with  black  cloth,  and  having  a  cabin  stan^ 

I'     ''  up  in  the  middle  of  it, like  the  body  of  a  cara 

The  cabin  is  covered  with  black  also,  and 
moveable  windows  with  curtains-  A  Vene 
gentleman  keeps  his  gondola  as  an  English 
does  his  coach ;  only  with  much  greater  chi 
ness.  The  full  complement  of  a  gondola  is 
rowers,  who  stand  to  their  oars,  one  at  each 
and  with  their  faces  the  reverse  way  of 
boatmen.  They  are  very  expert,  and  dart  i 
_  gondolas  in  and  out  among  the  intricacies  of 
watery  bustle,  like  fish.  They  are  proverbia 
their  cheerfulness  and  honesty.  They  used  t 
famous  for  singing  passages  from  Tasso  and  o 
Italian  poet;;  but  political  trouble  has  dai 
tht  spirits  even  of  the  Venetian  gondolier^ 
lie  18  now  comparatively  mute.  The  guitar  \ 
•ver  is  sttll  heard  in  Venice,  especially  o 
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tytniag ;  an5l  the  visitor  continually  heara  those 
delightful  dancing  airs  which  have  been  collected 
and  published  in  this  country.  The  chief,  or 
rather  the  only  place  of  assemblage  for  the  in- 
habitants of  Venice  out  of  doors  (for  they  have 
a  fine  opera,  and  multitudes  of  opera-houses 
within)  is  a  large  square,  containing  the  prin- 
cipal church  and  the  government  offices.  Here 
all  ranks  are  accustomed  to  meet  of  an  evening ; 
and  bere  something  of  amusement  is  generally 
going  forward  all  day,  from  the  guitar-player  to 
the  punchinello. 

There  is  veiy  little  more  standing-room  through- 
out the  city ;  and  so  little  vegetation,  that  they 
call  a  court  by  way  of  eminence  the  Court  of  the 
Tree,  and  there  is  a  church  entitled  Our  Lady 
of  the  Garden^  There  is  a  monastery  with  one 
of  these  gardens,  such  as  they  are ;  the  Palace 
Zenobio  has  another,  and  a  Casino,  called  Zanne, 
another.  We  suppose  they  possess  some  otheri^ 
in  miniature ;  but  there  is  an  island  near  Venice, 
^here  the  gentry  have  country-houses,  and  ap- 
pear a  little  more  rural. 

Next  to  its  watery  streets,  Venice  is  remarkable 
for  the  number  of  its  bridges  and  palaces.  The 
latter  are  truly  so  called,  and  comprise  many 
of  the  master-pieces  of  Palladio.  Every  noble 
faoiily  appears  to  have  once  occupied  a  pa- 
lace, some  of  them  many  palaces.  They  stand 
upon  the  principal  canals,  into  which  run 
smaller  ones,  all -of  them  having  their  bridges. 
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These  bridges  however  are  in  general  very  small ; 
ilor  is  the  famous  one,  called  the  Rialto,  so  re-^ 
mirkable  as  its  celebrity  would 'imply;  though  it 
is  built  in  a  striking  manner,  of  one  ai^ch.  It  has 
houses' on  it,  like  old  London  bridge,  though  not 
after  the  same  fashion.  They  cross  it  in  a  covered 
angle,  Yorming  a  double  arcade.  The  artist  who' 
built  it  was  called  Antonio  of  the  Bridge.  In 
the  same  spirit  of  poetry,  the  bridge  leading  to 
the  city  jail  is  called  the  Bridge  of  Sighs  ;  and 
one  of  the  principal  canals,  probably  from  the 
residence  of  sohie  great  musician,  is  entitled  the 
River  of  Song. 

Venice  may  boast  of  a  duration  seldom  allowed 
to  human  associations,  whether  kingdoms  oir 
commonwealths  :  it  has  enjoyed  thirteen  centuries 
of  fame,  prosperity^  and  independence.  It  is  not 
wonderful,  therefore,  that  this  republic  should 
have  been  honoured  with  the  appellation  of  an- 
other Rome,  considered  as  the  bulwark  and  pride 
of  Italy,  and  celebrated  by  orators  and  poets  as 
second  to  it  as  a  seat  of  independence  and  empire.' 

The  appearance  of  Venice  is  not  unworthy  of 
its  glorious  destinies.  Its  churches,  and  palaces, 
aiid  public  buildings  of  every  description,  and 
sometimes  even  its  private  edifices,  have  in  their 
size,  materials  and  decorations,  a  certain  air 
of  magnificence  truly  Roman.  The  istyle  of 
architecture  is  not  always  pleading,'  but  is  con*- 
formable  to  the  taste  that  prevailed  in  the  different 
ages  when  each  edifice  was  erected;  ' 
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The  church  of  St.  Mark,  with  its  accompani- 
ments, its  tower,  its  square,  its  library,   and  its 
palace,  from  its  celebrity  alone  deserves  the  tra- 
veller's first  visit.  The  tower  has  neither  grace  in 
its  form,  nor  beauty  in  its  materials.  Its  merit  is  itd 
height,  which  though  not  extraordinary  in  itself, 
yet  from  the  flatness  of  the  surrounding  sceneryj 
gives  the  spectator  a  very  beautiful,  clear  and 
advantageous  view  of  the  city,  and  its  port  and 
shipping,  with  the  neighbouring  coasts,  and  all 
their  windings.    The  famous  Piazza  de  S.  Marco; 
surrounded  with  arcades,  is  more  remarkable  for 
its  being  the  well  known  scene  of  Venetian  mirth, 
conversation  and  intrigue,  than  for  its  size  or 
symmetry.  It  is  inferior  in  both  respects,  to  many 
squares  in  many  great  cities  ;  yet  as  one  side  is 
the  work  of  Palladio,   and    the  whole  of  fine 
marble,   its   appearance   is  grand  and  striking. 
The  church  of  St.  Mark,  the  great  patron  of  the 
city  and  republic,  occupies  one  end  of  this  square^ 
and  tenninates  it  with  a  sort  of  gloomy  barbaric 
magnificence.     Its  architecture  is  in  bad  taste; 
but  if  riches  can  compensate  the  want  of  taste 
and  the  absence  of  beauty,  the  church  of  St.  Mark 
possesses  a  sufficient  share  to  supply  the  de-r 
ficiency,  as  it  is  ornamented  with  the  spoils  of 
Constantinople,  and  displays  a  profusion  of  the. 
finest  marbles,  of  alabasters,  onyx,  emerald,  and. 
all  the  splendid  jewelry  of  the  east.   The  cele- 
brated bronze  horses  stood  on  the  portico. facing 
the  piaiiza.     These  horses  are  supposed  to  be  the 
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work  of  Lysippus ;  they  ornamented  successive 
different  triumphal  arches  at  Rome,  were  tra 
ported  by   Constantine  to  this    new   city,    a 
conveyed  thence  by  the  Venetians,  when  tl 
took  and  plundered  it  in  the  year  1206.     Tl 
were   erected  on   marble   pedestals  above    i 
portico  of  St.  Mark,  where  they  stood  nearly 
hundred  years,  a  trophy  of  the  power  of 
republic,  till  they  were  removed  to  Paris  in 
year  1797,  and  placed  on  stone  pedestals  beli 
the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries. 

The  Piazzetta,  opening  from  St.  Mark's 
the  sea  in  front,  and  lined  on  one  side  with 
ducal  palace,  on  the  other  with  the  public  libra 
with  its  two  superb  pillars  of  granite  stand 
insulated  in  the  centre,  is  a  scene  at  once  gra 
airy,  and,  from  the  concourse  of  people  that  1 
quent  it,  animated.  Close  to  St.  Marks  sta 
the  ducal  palace,  the  seat  of  the  Venitian  gove 
ment,  where  the  senate  and  different  councils 
state  assembled,  each  in  their  respective  ha 
This  antique  fabric  is  in  the  gothic  style,  of  \ 
extent,  great  solidity,  and  venerable  appearan 
Some  of  its  apartments  are  spacious  and  lol 
and  some  of  its  halls  of  a  magnitude  truly  nol 
They  are  all  adorned  with  paintings  by  the  f 
masters  of  the  Venitian  school;  and  Titian,  Pac 
Veronese,  and  Tintoretto,  have  exerted  all  tfc 
powers,  and  displayed  all  the  cliarms  of  tt 
art,  to  adorn  the  senate-house,  and  per  pet  u 
the  glories  of  the    republic.    The   subjects 
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(he  pictures  arc  taken  either  from  the  Scripture 
or  the  liistory  of  Venice.  The  courts  and  stair* 
eases  are  decorated  with  antique  statues,  marble' 
and  bronze  shine  on  every  side,  and  the  whole 
edifice  corresponds  in  every  respect  with  the 
dignity  of  its  destination. 

The  celebrated  Rialto  is  a  single,  but  very 
old  arch,  thrown  over  the  Gran  Canale ;  and 
though  striking  from  its  elevation,  span,  and 
solidity,  yet  sinks  almost  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  the  beautiful  bridge  Delia  Trinita, 
at  Florence,  or  with  our  own  superb  and  far 
more  extensive  structures  of  Blackfriars,  West- 
minster, and  Waterloo. 

The  arsenal,  occupying  an  entire  island,  and 
thus  fortified,  not  only  by  its  ramparts,  but  by 
the  surrounding  sea,  is  spacious,  commodious, 
and  even  magnificent.  Before  the  gate  stands 
avast  pillar  on  either  side,  and  two  immense  lions 
of  granite,  which  formerly  adorned  the  Piraeus 
of  Athens.  ITiey  are  attended  by  two  others  of 
a  smaller  size.  The  staircase  in  the  principal 
building  is  of  white  marble.  The  halls  large; 
lofty,  and  commodious ;  one  of  the  principal  is 
decorated  with  a  beautiful  statue  by  Canovb, 
representing  Fame  crowning  the  late  Admiral 
Emo,  tlie  Pompey  of  Venice,  the  last  of  her 
heroes.  In  short,  nothing  is  wanting  to  make  this 
t6lebrated  arsenal  perhaps  the  first  in  Europe^ 
except  that  for  which  all  iirsenals  are  built,  stores 
«n^  shipping;  and  these  were' cither phmdered 
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or  destroyed  in  the  French  invasion.  But  no 
public  edifice  does  so  much  credit  to  the  state 
as  the  noble  rampart  erected  on  the  Lido  di 
Pelestrina,  to  protect  the  city  and  port  against 
the  swell  and  storms  of  the  Adriatic.  This  vast 
pile,  formed  of  blocks  of  Istrian  stone  resem- 
bling marble,  runs  along  the  shore  for  the  space 
of  nineteen  miles,  connects  various  little  islands 
and  towns  with  each  other,  and  if  completed, 
would  excel  in  utility,  solidity,  extent,  and  per- 
haps beauty,  similar  works  of  either  Greeks  or 
Romans. 

Of  the  churches  of  Venice,  it  may  be  observed 
that  as  some  of  them  have  been  built  by  Palladio, 
or  from  his  models,  they  are  of  a  fine  style  of 
architecture ;  and  from  the  riches  and  religious 
temper  of  the  republic,  adorned  with  more  mag- 
nificence than  those  of  any  other  town  in  Italy, 
if  w,e  except  the  matchless  splendours  of  Rome. 

Next  to  the  churches  we  may  rank  the  Scuole, 
or  the  chapels  and  halls  of  certain  confraternities, 
such  as  that  of  St.  Roch,  St.  Mark,  and  that  of 
the  Mercatani;  all  of  noble  proportions  and  rich 
furniture,  and  all  adorned  with  paintings  relating 
to  their  respective  denominations,  by  the  best 
masters.  i 

.  The  state  of  society  in  Venice  seems  to  be, 
upon  a  more  enlarged  scale  than  formerly ;  the 
casinos  indeed  continue  still  to  be  the^  places  of 
resort,  of  card  parties  and  suppers ;  but  various^ 
houses  are  open  to  strangers ;  and  balls  and  con- 
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certs,  and  club  dinners,  are  given  frequently,  to 
all  which  introduction  is  not  difficult.  The,  car- 
nival was  distinguished  by  plays  in  the  day,  and 
masked  balls  at  night;  the  illumination  of  the 
theatre  on  such  nights  is  very  beautiful.  One 
species  of  theatrical  amusement  at  this  season 
is  singular:  it  is  a  farce,  carried  on  at  all  hours, 
so  that  the  idle  part  of  the  community  may,  if 
they  please,  pass  all  the  twenty-four  hours  in  the 
play-house,  fall  asleep,  and  awake,  go  out  and 
come  in,  and  still  find  the  play  going  on  with  its 
usual  spirit.  In  such  pieces,  the  actors  seem  to 
be  ohliged  to  have  recourse  to  their  own  in- 
genuity for  the  dialogue,  which  however  seldom 
flags  for  want  of  materials ;  such  is  their  natural 
talent  for  liveliness  and  repartee. 

On  our  departure  from  Venice  we  proceeded 
towards  Fusina.  As  we  rowed  over  the  Lagune, 
we  prevailed  on  our  Gondolier!  to  sing,  according 
to  ancient  custom,  some  stanzas  of  Tasso;  but, 
however  beautiful  the  poetry  mii>ht  be,  we 
thought  the  tune  and  execution  no  ways  superior 
to  that  of  a  common  ballad  in  the  streets  of  Lon- 
don. This  classical  mode  of  singing  verses  alter- 
nately, the  remains  of  the  ancient  pastoral,  so 
long  preserved  in  Italy,  has  been  much  on  the 
decline  in  Venice  since  the  French  invasion, 
which  has  damped  the  ardour  of  the  people,  and 
almost  extin«:uished  their  natural  mirth  and 
vivacity.     From  Fusina  we  ascended  the  Brenta, 
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in  the  same  manner  as  we  had  descended  it,  i 
arrived  at  Padua  at  a  late  hour. 

The  next  morning,  after  a  second  visit  to 
most  remarkable  edifices,  such  as  St,  Justina, 
Santo^  the  Cathedral,  the  Salone,  we  turned 
attention  to  the  neighbouring  count i*y,  and  c 
sidered  what  objects  it  presented  to  our  c 
osity.    The  warm  fountain  and  baths  lie  ah 
four  miles  from  Padua.     They   were  frequer 
by  the  ancient  Romans  under  the  emperors, 
have  been  celebrated  in  long  and  elaborate 
scriptions  in  verse  and  prose.      Many   stra 
and  wonderful   effects  have  been  attributed 
them ;  but  making  all  due  allowances  for  |M>et 
exaggeration,  the  waters  are  in  many  case: 
great  advantage. 

About  seven  miles  southward  of  Padua  rise 
ridge  of  hills,  which  were  formerly,  it  see 
inhabited  by  a  race  of  soothsayers,  who  \ 
with  the  Tuscans  in  the  art  of  looking  into 
turity.  It  is  said  that  one  of  these  seers  beh 
the  great  battle  of  Pharsalia,  while  seated 
his  native  hill,  and  dfescribed  to  his  astonlsl 
auditors  all  the  vicissitudes  of  that  bloody  c 
flict,  on  the  very  morning  on  which  it  took  pla 
This  relation  proves  at  least  that  claims  to 
faculty  termed  second  sight,  are  not  confined 
modern  times,  or  to  the  northern  parts  of  Gr 
Britain. 

About  eight  miles  from  Padua,  on  the  banks 
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the  canal,  stands  the  castle  of  the  Obizzi,  an 
ancient  and  illustrious  family  of  Padua.  This 
edifice  is  pretty  much  in  the  style  of  the  old 
castles  of  romance.  Lofty  rooms,  long  galleries, 
winding  staircases,  and  dark  passages,  fit  it 
admirably  for  the  purposes  of  a  novelist,  and 
render  it  equally  proper  for  the  abode  of  a  great 
baron,  the  receptacle  of  a  band  of  robbers,  the 
scene  of  nightly  murders,  or  in  imagination  the 
solitary  walk  of  ghosts  and  spectres.  But  the 
predominant  taste  of  the  country  has  fitted  it  up 
in  a  style  well  calculated  to  dispel  these  gloomy 
transalpine  illusions,  and  cure  the  spectator's 
mind  of  its  gothic  terrors.  The  apartments  are 
adorned  with  paintings,  some  of  which  are  in 
fresco,  on  the  walls,  representing  the  glories 
and  achievements  of  the  Obizzian  heroes  in  days 
of  old,  and  others  on  canvas,  being  originals  or 
copies  of  great  masters.  The  galleries,  and 
one  in  particnhir  of  very  considerable  length, 
are  filled  with  Koman  antiquities,  altars,  vases, 
armour,  inscriptions,  pillars,  &c.  On  the  whole 
the  caslle  is  very  curious,  and  worthy  to  be  made 
the  object  of  a  particular  visit. 

A  little  beyoud  the  village  of  Cataio  we  turned 
off  from  the  liigli  road,  and  quitting  the  carriages 
on  account  of  the  swampiness  of  the  country, 
walked  or  rowed  along  through  lines  of  willows, 
or  over  tracts  of  marshy  land,  for  two  or  three 
miles,  till  wc  began  to  ascend  the  mountain. 
Arquato  is  prettily  situated  on  the  northern  side 
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of  a  high  hill,  with  a  valley  below  it.  It  is 
a  very  large,  but  a  neat  village.  The  villi 
Petrarch,  the  Tuscan  poet,  is  at  the  extrei 
farthest  from  Padua. 

The  next  day  we  took  leave  of  Padiia^ 
turned  through  Vicentia  to  Verona,  and  ha^ 
passed  the  following  day  there,  on  the  ensi 
uiorning  we  set  out  for  Peschiera^  a  foitres: 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  Lago  di  Ga 
The  distance  is  about  eighteen  miles,  ovei 
excellent  road,  generally  descending,  and  aiv 
passing  through  corn  fields  striped  with  \i 
with  some  swells  at  a  distance  crowned  ^ 
villages,  churches,  and  seats,  while  the  i 
form  a  vast  boundary -line  to  the  north.  Tn 
of  hostility,  as  I  before  observed,  are  indeed 
visible  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona,  \vl 
several  severe  skirmishes,  and  one  decisive  ba 
took  place  during  the  late  war.  The  vincy; 
and  mulberiy -trees  were  of  course  torn  u^ 
cut  down  by  the  armies  as  they  passed  ah 
but  the  people  have  been  busily  employee 
replanting  them.  At  Peschiera  the  lake 
ininates  in  the  river  Mincio,  which  flows  thro 
the  town,  broad,  deep,  and  clear  as  cryi 
though  almost  as  rapid  as  a  mountain-torr 
We  contemplated  it  for  some  time  from  the  brit 
and  thcMi  went  out  of  the  town,  and,  einbarl 
without  the  gate,^  glided  over  the  sisrHice  of 
l;ike,softmoolh  and  clear,  that  we  could  ilistingi 
thebolloni  at  the  depth  of  twenty  or  thirty  fe 
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br  viewing  the  extensive  prospects  of  the 
its  coasts,  peninsulas,  and  promontories, 
the  lofty  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bres- 
)ur  carriages  were  sent  on  towards  Mantua, 
we  determined  to  proceed  on  foot,  in  order 
tplore  the  secret  beauties  of  the  Mincius, 
0  trace  its  classic  banks,  hitherto  untrodden 
le  foot  of  any  British  traveller.  We  took 
!S,  and  descending  a  little  hill  on  which 
lisino  stands,  advanced  towards  the  banks 
J  riven  These  banks  consist  of  fine  broken 
covered  with  vineyards  and  mulberry-trees, 
ipersed  wilh  corn  fields  and  downs,  with  a 
;c asional I y  tumbling  through  a  large  chasm 
le  left.  On  the  same  side,  on  the  highest 
^f  the  bank,  stands  the  villae;e  of  Salionche, 
in  leaving  tins  village  you  have  a  fine  view 
the  river,  between  two  swells,  of  the  for- 
of  Ponte,  at  about  two  miles  distance, 
sd  by  the  Alps.  Before  you  on  a  hill  rises 
Id  castle  of  Mosembano,  with  its  two  towers 
lon;^  battlemented  ramparts.  Mosembano 
s  high  on  the  right  bank,  and  as  you  ap- 
;h  increases  to  your  view,  presenting  a 
bome  cluirch,  and  a  fine  old  castle.  The 
ius,  spreading  as  it  winds  along,  assumes 
tppearance  of  a  magnificent  river;  while 
;aslle  of  Vallegio  on  the  hill,  and  the  for- 
bridge  of  Borghetto  in  the  valley,  form  a 
singular  and  striking  termination.  Borghetto 
ualed  in  a  most  beautiful  valley  :  a  high 
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road  runs  across,  and  is  flanked  with  a  wall 
each  side,  strengthened   with   towers,    and 
fended  by  three  castles,   one  at  each  end,  j 
one  in  the   middle,  forming  a  briclge  over 
river.    As  the  day  was  far  advanced,  and 
river  did  not  promise  any  picturesque   seen 
during  its  progress  over  the   flat  country, 
mounted  our  carriages  in  the  town  of  Borghe 
and  drove  to  Mantua,  over  a  fertile,  well  wood 
highly  cultivated,  and  well  peopled  plain^ 
we  entered  the  fortress  about  six  o'clock* 

Mantua  is  a  large  city,  witli  spacious  stre 
and  some  fine  edifices.  Its  cathedral,  built  net 
upon  the  same  plan  as  Santa  Maria  Maggion 
Rome,  is  a  very  regular  and  beautiful  edif 
The  nave  consists  of  a  double  row  of  Corintl 
pillars,  supporting,  not  arches,  but  an  architr 
and  cornice,  with  a  range  of  windows  above, 
niches  in  the  intervals  between  them  :  anot 
row  of  pillars  of  the  same  order  on  either  £ 
forms  a  double  aisle.  The  clioir  consists  c 
semicircular  recess  behind  the  altar  ;  between 
choir  and  the  nave  rises  a  very  noble  do 
llj  decorated  with  pilasters  and  fine  paintings.  ' 

transept,  on  the  Jeft,  terminates  in  the  cha 
of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  in  form  an  hexagon,  v 
a  recess  for  the  altar,  surmounted  with  a  do 
adorned  with  paintings  and  arabesques  in 
best  style,  presenting  in  the  whole  an  exquis 
specimen  of  Mantuan  taste. 

The  day  after  our  arrival  happened  to  be 
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high  fcwStival.  At  evening  service,  about  six 
o'clock,  the  cathedral  was  illuminated  in  the 
finest  manner  imaginable.  Double  rows  of  lustres 
lighted  up  the  nave ;  the  aisles  and  arcades  had 
as  many  clusters  of  torches  as  there  were  arches 
and  pillars  ;  while  a  thousand  chandeliers,  sus-  > 
pended  from  the  dome,  shed  a  blaze  of  light  on 
the  choir  and  altar. 

The  music  might  have  been  deemed  heavenly, 
but  it  is  to  an  English  ear  rather  too  theatrical, 
being,  like  all  Italian  church  music,  performed 
with  violins ;  however,  the  organ  sometimes  in- 
terposed with  all  its  solemnity,  and  some  bursts 
in  chorus  were  truly  celestial.  The  venerable 
old  bishop  presided  in  full  pontific  majesty ;  the 
crowded  congregation  were  silent^  orderly,  and 
pious,  and  the  scene,  though  perhaps  somewhat 
too  glaring  and  stage-like  for  English  taste,  yet, 
on  the  whole,  was  splendid,  and  even  awful. 
The  statue  of  the  Saint  is  as  large  as  the  life,  and 
was  formerly  of  massive  silver,  but  the  French 
conceiving  that  one  of  wood  was  sufficient  for  all 
the  purposes  of  exhibition,  converted  the  silver 
to  other  uses ! 

Her  Majesty  with  an  ardent  love  of  useful 
travel,  and  a  constant  desire  to  investigate  what- 
ever might  seem  worthy  of  close  research,  •  had 
now  determined  with  a  spirit  of  enterprise  almost 
peculiar  to  herself,  to  undertake  a  personal  visit 
to  Greece  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  to  take  Tunis 
m  her  way.    In  the  prosecution  of  this  tour,  Her 
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Majesty  had  the  advantage  of  the  couns< 
Sh'  William  Gell,  one  of  her  suite,  a  gentle 
then  already  of  great  celebrity  in  the  lea 
world,  by  his  travels  of  research  in  those 
nowned  and  interesting  parts  of  the  world. 

Sir  William  Gell,  who  had  obtained  leav 
absence  at  Naples,  on  account  of  illness,  ai 
consequent  inability  to  travel,  did  not,  howt 
accompany  Her  Majesty  to  Palestine,  bnt 
her  on  the  return,  after  the  completion  of 
most  interesting  and  perilous  undertaking; 

.  Her  Majesty  therefore  returned  to  her  vill 
the  Lake  of  Como,  and  directed  the  proper 
paratory  arrangements. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Her  Majesty  embarks  at  Genoa  for  Sicihf.—Ar'- 
rival  at  the  Isle  of  Elba. — Palermo. — The  Lipari 
Islands.  —  Stromholi^ —  Its  remarkable  Volcano 
and  Eruptions. — Messina. — Coast  of  Calabria. — 
Danger  encountered  by  Her  Majesty  at  Sea. — 
Arrival  off  Catania.  —  Syracuse.  •—  Murderous 
Grotto  ofuionysius. — Extensive  and  remarkable 
Catacombs. — Singular  Mode  of  travelling  to 
Catania. — Mount  Etna. — General  Account  of 
its  fVonders. — Her  Majesty  quits  Sicily^  and 
embarks  for  Africa. 

We  set  out  from  the  Villa  d'Este  on  the  12th 
of  November,  and  slept  the  same  night  at  Milan, 
that  of  the  13th  at  Nuovi,  and  on  the  I4th  arrived 
at  Genoa,  where  we  embarked  immediately  on 
board  the  Leviathan,  a  British  ship  of  the  line, 
of  eighty  guns.  The  wind  being  contrary  to  our 
course,  it  was  not  practicable  to  put  to  sea  on  the 
day  of  embarkation,  and  considerable  peril  wai 
incurred,  from  her  touching  several  times  upon 
banks. 

The  wind  at  length  became  so  violent,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  put  out  a  boat ;  but  on  the  17th 
it  moderated,  and  we  set  sail  the  same  day  :  on 
the  ISlh  we  passed  the  isle  of  Capraja.  tVe  soon 
afterwards  came  in  sight  of  the  island  of  Corsica, 
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the  capital  of  which,  Ajaccio,  was  the  biith-place 
of  Napoleon  Buonaparte.  In  the  evening  we 
reached  Elba,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  Porto 
Ferrajo ;  and  on  the  following  day,  the  19th,  we 
disembarked,  and  Her  Majesty  visited  the  dwel- 
ling of  Napoleon,  an  unfavourably  situated,  and 
as  inconvenient  a  building  as  can  be  imagined. 
There  are  eight  very  small  chambers  below,  and 
above  is  a  hall,  in  which  the  portrait  of  Napoleon, 
painted  in  the  costume  of  his  coronation,  is  pre- 
served. There  are,  besides,  three  small  apartments, 
which  were  occupied  by  the  Princess,  his  sister; 
and  by  the  side  of  the  house  is  a  garden,  de- 
signed by  himself,  and  a  theatre,  in  which  his 
officers  performed  dramatic  pieces  for  his  amuse- 
ment. The  town  of  Elba  is  neat  in  its  appearance, 
though  small,  and  is  paved  throughout  with  cat 
stone :  it  received  much  improvement  during  the 
residence  of  Napoleon,  who  formed  a  fine  road 
of  four  leagues  in  length,  and  promoted  the  dis- 
covery and  the  working  of  mines,  productive 
of  iron  and  other  minerals. 

On  the  20th,  Her  Majesty  re^mbarked,  but 
the  wind  being  contrary,  we  got  out  to  sea  on 
the  22d  only.  The  island  of  Pianoza  is  a  flat 
and  low  tract,  in  the  vicinity  of  Elba,  and  was 
used  by  Napoleon  as  a  place  of  reception  for  his 
horses.  On  the  24th  we  passed  the  isle  of  Monte- 
christo,  and  on  the  26th  arrived  at  Palermo,  the 
capital  of  Sicily.  The  town  of  Palermo  is  rather 
extensive,  very  dirty,  and  without  any  remaikable 
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object  of  curiosity.  The  public  gardens  are  the 
most  pleasing  which  it  presents.  The  place  is 
advantageously  situated,  and  the  climate,  as  may 
be  supposed,  is  excellent. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  at  s^ven  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  we  quitted  this  city,  and  the  day 
following  passed  the  Lipari  Islands,  three  in  num- 
ber, and  the  island  of  Stromboli.  The  latter  is  the 
principal  of  the  cluster  of  small  islands  lying  to 
the  north  of  Sicily,  the  whole  of  which  contain 
volcanoes.  At  a  distance  this  island  appears  of 
a  conical  form,  but  on  closer  examination  it  is 
found  to  be  a  mountain,  having  two  summits 
of  different  heights,  the  sides  of  which  have  been 
torn  and  shattered  by  repeated  eruptions.  The 
most  elevated  summit  lies  to  the  south-west,  and 
is  estimated  to  be  above  a  mile  in  height. 

In  this  volcanic  mountain  the  striking  effects 
of  a  constantly  active  fire  are  every  where  visible. 
At  the  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  the  flames 
it  emits  are  sometimes  visible,  whence  it  has  been 
aptly  denominated  the  light-house  of  that  part 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

The  burning  crater  is  placed  about  half  way 
up,  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  mountain,  and 
has  a  diameter  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet.  It  throws  up  burning  stones  at  regular 
intervals  of  seven  or  eight  minutes.  While  a  por- 
tion of  these  roll  down  towards  the  sea,  the  greater 
part  fall  back  into  the  crater,  and  being  again 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


372  GREAT  VOLCANO, 

cut  out  by  a  subsequent  eruption,  are  thus  toi 
about  until  they  are  broken  and  reduced  to  asl 

The  volcanic  stones  appear  black  in  the 
timet  and  towards  evening  gradually  assun 
deep  r^d  colour,   and  sparkle   like  fire-wc 
Each  explosion  isaccomp^iucdby  flames  or  sm 
the  latter  resembling  clouds^  in  the  lower 
black,  in  the  upper  white  and  shining,  and  si 
rating  into  globular   and   irregidar   forms* 
particularly  high  winds  from  the  south »  or  so 
east,  the  smoke  spreads  over  every  part  of 
island.     On  such  occasions  the  clear  sky  exh 
the  appearance   of   a  beautiful   aurora-bon 
over  that  part  of  the   mountain  on  which 
volcano  is  situated,  and  which  from  time  to 
becomes  more  red  and  brilliant,  in  proportio 
the  ignited  stcHies  are  thrown  to  a  lesser  or  gre 
height. 

The  present  crater  has  burned  for  more  i 
a  century,  without  any  apparent  chang^e  ha 
taken  place  in  its  situation.  The  side  from  w 
the  showers  of  ignited  matter  fall  into  the  ses 
almost  perpendicular,  about  half  a  mile  broa 
the  bottom,  and  a  mile  in  length,  tormina 
above  in  a  point.  In  rolling  down,  the  lava  n 
the  fine  sand  like  a  cloud  of  dust.  Nume: 
pieces  of  lava  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and  envelc 
in  smoke,  are  sometimes  ejected  from  the  to 
the  precipice,  and  thrown  to  a  great  heiglj 
the  air.     A  part  of  them  fall  on  the  declii 
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and  roll  down,  the  smaller  preceded  by  the 
greater,  and  after  a  fe^  bounds,  dash  into  the 
sea,  giving  out  a  sharp  hissing  sound.  The  more 
minute  fragments,  from  their  lightness,  and  the 
hindrance  of  the  sand,  roll  slowly  down,  andj 
striking  against  each  other,  produce  the  sound 
of  hail-stones  falling  on  a  roof. 

When  this  volcano  rages  with  great  violence, 
thousands  of  red-hot  stones  are  hurled  to  a  pro- 
digious height ;  those  which  roll  down  the  preci- 
pice produce  a  hail  of  streaming  fire,  which 
illuminates  the  steep  descent.  Independently  of 
these  ignited  stones,  there  is  in  the  air  which 
hovers  over  the  volcano,  a  vivid  light,  which  is 
not  extinguished  even  when  that  is  at  rest.  It 
is  not,  properly  speaking,  flame,  but  light  re- 
flected by  the  atmosphere.  It  appears  constantly 
in  motion,  ascending,  descending,  dilating,  and 
contracting,  but  always  remaining  perpendicular 
over  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  which  shews  that 
it  is  occasioned  by  the  conflagration  within  the 
crater.  The  detonations  in  the  greater  eruptions 
resemble  the  roaring  of  distant  thunder ;  but  in 
the  more  moderate  ones,  the  explosions  of  a  mine. 
One  of  this  group  of  islands,  called  Vulcano,  is 
remarkable  for  the  magnitude  and  (he  terrific 
grandeur  of  its  crater,  or  fiery  mouth :  it  is  in 
fact  itself  a  mountain,  in  the  form  of  a  broken 
cone,  which  opens  and  exposes  to  view  a  second 
cone,  of  more  regular  figure,  and  in  which  the 
actual  mouth  of  the  volcano  is  placed. 
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The  base  of  the  inner  cone  is  separated  f 
the  steep  sides  of  the  outer  one  by  a  cjrc 
valley,  which  is  filled  with  light  pumice  slo 
and  fragments  of  black  vitreous  lava,  and  bu 
in  ashes  perfectly  white.  The  blow  of  a  h 
mer  on  these  stones  produces  a  loud  hoi 
sound,  which  is  powerfully  re-echotd  iu 
neighbouring  caverns,  and  prove  that  the  surl 
is  nothing  more  than  the  arch  of  a  vault  covei 
an  immense  abyss.  The  perpendicular  heigh 
the  inner  cone  is  about  half  a  mile.  The  cr 
or  actual  opening  of  the  Volcano  is  most  n 
nificent,  and,  with  the  ej^ccption  of  Etna  ali 
is  considered  the  most  capacious  and  strikin 
any  in  existence.  It  exceeds  a  mile  in  circ 
has  an  oval  mouth,  and  is  about  a  quarter  ( 
mile  in  depth.  This  vast  cavity  is  very  regi 
and,  as  its  entire  contents  are  displayed  to 
eye  at  once,  presents  one  of  the  grandest 
most  imposing  spectacles  in  nature.  On  h 
stones  being  rolled  dowu  the  declivity,  the  uk 
tain  re-echoes ;  and  on  their  rcacluug  the  bott 
they  appear  to  sink  in  a  Hnid,  Indeed,  ^ 
the  aid  of  a  glass,  two  small  lakes,  suppose 
be  filled  with  melted  sulphur,  have  beeu  pla 
seen.  Tlie  declivity  of  the  interior  wall  is 
great,  that  even  when  there  is  not  any  dan 
from  fire,  the  descent  is  next  to  impos^i 
After  great  difficulty  it  was  however  aeci 
plished  by  one  adventurer.  He  found  the  s 
terraneous  noise  to  be   nuich  more  tremend 
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than  on  the  summit,  sounding  like  an  impetuous 
river  foaming  beneath,  or  rather  like  a  conflict  of 
agitated  waves  meeting  and  clashing  furiously 
together.  The  ground  was  perforated  with  aper- 
tures, from  which  hissing  sounds  issued,  resem- 
bling those  produced  by  the  bellows  of  a  large 
furnace.  It  shakes  very  sensibly  when  pressed 
by  the  feet ;  and  a  large  piece  of  lava  or  stone, 
let  fall  five  or  six  feet,  produces  a  subterraneous 
ec|ioing  sound,  which  continues  some  time.  These 
circumstances,  combined  with  its  burning  heat, 
and  the  strong  stench  of  sulphur  it  emits,  indi- 
cates that  the  fires  of  this  volcano  are  still  active 
within  the  bosom  of  the  mountain.  Its  most 
violent  eruptions  have  always  happened  with 
the  earthquakes  that  have  desolated  Sicily  and 
Italy. 

On  the  5th  of  December  we  entered  the  straits 
of  Messina,  and  reached  the  town  the  same 
evening.  We  disembarked  on  the  10th,  and 
quitted  our  delightful  vessel,  to  return  to  it  no 
more.  The  accommodations  for  Her  Majesty's 
reception  were  so  judicious,  and  the  voyage 
altogether  so  pleasant,  that  we  left  it  with  much 
regret.  Her  Majesty  engaged  a  residence  at 
a  little  distance  from  Messina.  Messina  is,  in 
rank,  only  the  second  town  in  Sicily,  but  in 
reality  is  in  itself  prettier  and  cleaner  than  Pa- 
lermo. Opposite  to  Messina  lies  Calabria,  and 
St.  Jean  de  Roviegio  may  be  seen  from  it. 

After  three  weeks  of  most  pleasant  intercourse 
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with  the  nobility  and  the  best  society  o1 
place,  we  departed  from  Messina  on  the  6l 
January  1816,  and  embarked  on  boa  id  the 
rinde  frigate,  in  which  Her  Majesty  arriv* 
Genoa  from  Civita  Vecchia,  Catania  is 
seven  leagues  distant  from  Messina,  Whe 
were  on  the  very  point  of  landing  at  this  p 
the  wind  suddenly  became  so  violent  and 
trary,  that  it  was  rendered  totally  impractic 
It  is  a  dangerous  spot,  from  the  circumstant 
there  being  no  port,  but  merely  a  small 
road.  The  gale  continued  so  heavy  that  we 
in  considerable  danger.  The  sails,  incapab 
withstanding  its  force,  were  rent  into  a  thou 
fragments  as  soon  as  set.  During  an  entire 
but  one  sheet  of  canvass  conld  be  spread; 
our  fine  vessel  was  tossed  about  with  so  i 
violence,  that  it  was  impossible  to  a  pereoi 
accustomed  to  the  sea  to  remain  on  his 
Four  days  we  remained  beating  about  the 
spot,  with  this  terrific  contrary  wind,  expe< 
every  moment  that  our  frigate  would  fou: 
At  length  Providence  relieved  us  from  aj 
hension,  and  on  the  10th  of  January  we  ent 
the  port  of  Syracuse  in  safety, 

Syracuse  is  at  present  but  an  inconssdei 
town,  but  was  formerly  much  celebrated, 
governed  by  its  own  kings.  It  is  of  greal 
tiquity,  and  possesses  many  curiosities  wort) 
remark ;  among  others  a  grotto,  called  Di 
sius's  Ear.   This  is  a  grotto  hollowed  in  the  i 
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the  form  of  a  human  ear,  and  was  constructed 
Dionysius,  a  notorious  tyrant.  The  echo 
iduced  here  is  truly  surprising.  A  pistol  fired 
it  produces  the  effect  of  a  cannon-shot;  and 
rds  uttered  In  a  very  low  tone,  are  repeated 
idly  and  distuictly  by  the  echo.  It  was  here 
Lt  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the  tyrant's  bru- 
it j  are  said  to  have  been  confined.  He  had 
jsed  a  small  chamber  to  be  constructed  above, 
which  all  the  complaints  of  the  prisoners  below 
dd  be  heard*  He  was  accustomed  to  place 
sentinel  there,  who  in  the  morning  related  to 
II  wliat  had  been  said  by  the  prisoners  during 
J  nig  111 ;  and  inilucnced  by  fear  of  the  soldier's 
closure  of  the  secret  of  the  listening  chamber, 
constantly  straugled  him.  Every  evening  he 
ised  a  fresh  sentinel  to  be  placed  there,  and 
?ry  mornhiji;  he  was,  himselF,  his  assassin!  To 
:h  inconsistent  acts,  and  such  dreadful  extre- 
ties  and  crimes,  does  tyrannical  conduct  lead 
iikind. 

At  Syracuse  are  shewn  also  the  catacombs,  or 
alts,  in  which  were  the  sepulchres,  and  into 
rich  the  old  men,  women,  and  children,  fled  in 
le  of  wan  Formerly  it  was  practicable  to 
ss  from  Syracuse  to  Catania,  a  distance  of  forty 
les,  by  these  snhterraneous  passages ;  they  are 
en  now  passable  as  much  as  fifteen  miles.  They 
nsist  of  many  narrow  passages,  which  branch 
'  in  different  directions,  with  large  chambers 
mtervab^  and  are  visited  always  with  lighted 
3  e 
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flambeaux:  the  gloom,  and  the  feeling  which 
it  excites  is  horrible ;  and  the  atmosphere  is  also 
extremely  noxious.  There  still  exist  at  Syra- 
cuse the  ruins  of  many  profane  temples,  of  great 
antiquity  ;  of  thetee  the  temple  of  Minerva  is  the 
most  ancient.  It  is  now  converted  into  the  great 
church,  and  is  said  to  be  the  most  ancient  struc- 
ture in  the  world.  The  fountain  of  Rotuza  is 
to  be  seeii,  the  waters  of  which,  though  fresh, 
come  from  the  bay,  and  return  to  it.  The  ruins 
of  the  dwellings  of  the  Saracens  are  still  visible. 
They  were  hollowed  out  in  the  rock,  and  the 
tables  and  seats  also  formed  of  the  same  material. 
Syracuse  formerly  possessed  four  considerable 
cities,  all  of  which  are  now  reduced  to  ruins, 
and  have  disappeared.  It  gave  birth  to  Archi- 
medes, the  illustrious  geometrician,  who  invented 
burning  glasses  of  power  and  magnitude  sufficient 
to  destroy  the  vessels  of  an  enemy.  The  climate 
of  Syracuse  is  delightful. 

Her  Majesty  quitted  Syracuse  on  the  29th  of 
January  for  Catania,  the  whole  party  being 
carried  in  suspended  chairs,  one  horse  being 
placed  before,  and  another  behind,  it  being  im- 
possible to  travel  in  carriages,  on  account  of 
the  narrowness  and  difficulties  of  the  roads.  The 
same  evening  we  slept  at  Albentina,  a  small 
ruined  town  of  great  antiquity  ;  and  on  the  30th 
we  reached  Catania,  a  very  pretty  town,  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Etna,  a  volcano,  not  less  celebrated  . 
for  its  beauties  than  formidable  during  its  erap- 
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tions.  The  town  has  already  been  destroyed,  and 
rebuilt,  several  times. 

The  majestic  Etna,  which  the  ancients  con- 
sidered, not  unreasonably,  as  one  of  the  highest 
moantains  in  the  world,  and  on  the  summit  of 
which  they  believed  that  our  progenitors  sought 
refuge,  to  save  themselves  from  the  universal 
deluge,  is  situated  on  the  plain  of  Catania  in 
Sicily.  Its  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea 
has  been  estimated  at  10,963  feet,  upwards  of 
two  miles.  On  clear  days  it  is  distinctly  seen 
from  Valetta,  the  capital  of  Malta,  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  It  is  incomparably 
the  largest  burning  mountain  in  Europe.  From 
its  sides  other  mountains  arise,  which  in  different 
ages  have  been  ejected,  in  single  masses,  from 
its  enormous  crater.  The  most  extensive  lavas 
of  Vesuvius  do  not  exceed  seven  miles  in  length, 
while  those  of  Etna  extend  to  fifteen,  twenty, 
and  some  even  to  thirty  miles.  The  crater  of 
Etna  is  seldom  less  than  a  mile  in  circuit,  and 
sometimes  is  two  or  three  miles.  A  journey  to 
the  summit  of  Etna  is  considered  as  an  enterprise 
of  importance,  as  well  from  the  difficulty  of  the 
route,  as  from  the  distance,  it  being  thirty  miles 
from  Catania  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain. 
Its  gigantic  bulk,  its  sublime  elevation,  and  the 
extensive,  varied,  and  grand  prospects  which 
are  presented  from  its  summit,  have  however 
induced  the  curious  in  every  age  to  ascend  and 
examine  it,  and  not  a  few  have  transmitted  the 
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obsecvations  which' they  have  made  during  th 
arduous  jpurney. 

The  top   of  Etna  being  above  the   coma 

region  of  vapours,  the  heavens  at  thU  el e vat 

appear  with  an  unusual  splendour.     Ascend 

iu  the  night,  the  number  ot*  stars  seem  to  be 

finitely  increased,  and  the  light  of  each  appe 

brighter  than  usual.     The  whiteness  of  the  mi 

way  is  like  a  pure  flame,  spreading   across 

heavens ;  and  with  the  naked  eye  clusters  of  st 

are  observed,  which  are  invihihle  from  below. 

This  single  mountain  contains  an  epitome 

the    different   climates    throughout   the    wo 

presenting  at  once  all  the  seasons  of  the  y< 

and  all  the  varieties  of  produce.     It  is  acei 

iiigly  divided  into  three  regions,  which  are  km 

by,  the  appellations  of  the  cultivated  region, 

woody  or  temperate  region,  and  the  desert 

gion.       The  former  of  the^ic    extends    thrc^ 

twelve  miles  of  the  ascent  towards  the  sunn 

and  is  almost  incredibly  abundant  in  pasture 

iu  fruit-trees  of  every  desciii>tiou.     It  is  cove 

with   to\viis,  villages,  and  monasteries,  and 

number  of  inhabitants  distributed  over  its  surl 

is  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  thous: 

In  ascending  to  the  woody  or  temperate  reg 

the  scene  changes ;  it  is  a  new  climate,  a  3 

creation:    below,   the    lieat^is   sulfocating, 

here  the  jtir  is  mild  and  fvv<h.  The  turf  is  cove 

wUh  aromatic  plants;  and  the  gultli,  which 

merly  ejected  torrents  of  lire,  aj  e  here  chan 
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into  woody  talleys.  The  last,  or  desert  region, 
commences  more  than  a  mile  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  The  lower  part  is  covered  with  snow 
in  winter  only ;  but  on  the  upper  half  of  this 
sterile  district  the  snows  constantly  lie.  The 
upper  part,  which  may  properly  be  called  the 
cone  of  Etna,  is  in  a  right  line,  about  a  mile  in 
ascent,  in  fact  a  little  mountain,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  perpendicular,  and  very  steep,  situated 
in  the  middle  of  a  gently  inclined  plain,  about 
nine  miles  in  circumference.  The  cavity  is  shaped 
like  a  funnel,  diminishing  until  it  terminates  in 
a  point,  and  having  an  outer  circumference  of 
two  miles  and  a  half  Great  changes  are  however 
constantly  taking  place.  Within  the  aperture,  a 
liquid  ignited  matter  is  seen  constantly  undu- 
lating, boiling,  rising  and  falling,  without  spread* 
ing  over  the  bottom.  This  is  no  doubt  the  melted 
lava,  which  has  from  time  to  time  issued  from  the 
bottom  of  the  gulf  No  traveller  has  however 
dared  to  venture  down  the  crater. 

Etna  has  been  celebrated  as  a  volcano  from 
the  remotest  antiquity :  eruptions  are  recorded 
as  having  happened  500  yeai-s  before  the  Trojan 
war,  or  1693  years  before  the  Christian  era.  In 
1669,  the  torrent  of  burning  lava  inundated  a 
ipace  fourteen  miles  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth, 
burying  beneath  it  a  part  of  Catania,  till  at  length 
it  precipitated  itself  into  tlie  sea.  In  1809,  twelve 
new  craters  opened  about  half  way  down  the 
mountain,  and  threw  out  rivers  of  burning  lava, 
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by  which  several  estates  were  covered,  to 
depth  of  thirty  or  forty  feet ;  and  during  t 
or  four  successive  nights  a  very  large  rive 
red-hot  lava  was  distinctly  seen  in  its  \x 
extent,  running  down  from  the  mountain. 
1811,  several  mouths  opened  on  the  eastern 
of  the  mountain :  being  nearly  in  the  same 
and  at  equal  distances,  they  presented  to 
view  a  striking  spectacle, — torrents  of  bur 
matter,  discharged  with  the  greatest  force 
the  interior  of  the  volcano,  illuminated  the  hoi 
to  a  great  extent.  An  immense  quantity  of  ma 
which  was  driven  to  considerable  distances, 
discharged  from  these  apertures,  the  large! 
which  continued  in  action  during  several  moi 
constantly  emitting  torrents  of  fire.  Even  a 
time  when  it  had  .the  appearance  of  being  chc 
there  suddenly  issued  from  it  clouds  of  a 
which  descended,  in  the  form  of  rain,  on  the 
of  Catania  and  its  environs,  as  well  as  or 
fields,  at  a  very  considerable  distance.  A  roa 
resembling  that  of  the  sea  in  the  midst  of  a  vi 
tempest,  was  heard  to  proceed  from  the  int 
of  the  mountain  ;  and  this  sound,  accomps 
from  time  to  time  by  dreadful  explosions 
sembling  thunder,  re-echoed  through  the  val 
spreading  terror  on  every  side. 

On  the  25th  February  we  left  Catania, 
arrived  in  the  evening  at  Augusta,  a  small  1 
on  the  coast,  in  which  there  is  nothing  remark 
except  the  harbour,  which  is  safe  and  good. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


MALTA.  388 

the  26th  March,  the  small  vessel,  called  the 
Royal  Charlotte,  belonging  to  Her  Majesty,  ar- 
rived. We  embarked  on  board  this  ship  on  the 
Ist  April,  and  directed  our  course  to  Girgenti, 
a  town  of  great  antiquity;  but  which  we  were 
unable  to  visit,  on  account  of  the  shallowness  of 
the  harbour  The  island  of  Sicily  is  the  largest 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  great  fertility ; 
the  land  yielding  every  sort  of  produce  sponta- 
neously. We  saw  the  com  springing  amidst  stones 
and  briai-s,  at  this  early  period,  and  the  country 
as  green  and  luxuriant  as  in  the  middle  of  May 
in  England.  Situated  at  the  southern  extremity 
of  Italy,  it  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the  climate 
is  delightful,  nor,  after  what  has  been  said  of 
Etna,  that  it  is  salubrious 

On  the  3d  of  April  we  again  embarked  on  our 
passage  from  Europe  to  Africa,  which  we  accom- 
plished very  rapidly,  having  run  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  in  one  night. 

From  the  port  of  Syracuse  our  course  lay  to 
the  southward  for  about  sixty  or  seventy  miles, 
to  clear  the  southern  point  of  the  island,  or  Cape 
Passaro.  When  arrived  at  this  distance  from  the 
port  of  Syracuse,  about  the  same  distance  to  the 
westward  brings  us  abreast  of  the  famous  island 
of  Malta,  and  its  neighbour,  the  little  island  of 
Goza. 

The  island,  or  rather  the  rock  of  Malta,  (for 
such  in  fact  it  is)  is  justly  famous  in  history,  from 
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the  valorous  achievements  and  the  extraordi 
militaiy  character  of  the  knij^hts  its  f^overnc 
Malta,  and  the  neighbouring  island  Goza,  w 
always  shared  ks  fortunes,  was  in  ancient  t 
the  prey  of  various  powers  ;  Phucnicians,  Gn 
Cailhaginians,  Romans,  Vandals,  Goths,  Al 
Normans,  Germans,  French  and  Spaniards,  ' 
successively  masters  of  this  island,  which  to 
day  contains  some  monuments  of  their  respe< 
sovereignty.  The  emperor  Chatles  v,  awa 
the  importance  of  these  ii^lands,  was  des 
of  possessing  them,  without  the  ex  pence  of  n 
taining  the  necessary  garrison,  and  to  effect 
determined  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  i 
power  which  would  be  interested  in  presei 
them.  He  made  choice  of  the  order  of  St. 
of  JerusaFem,  which  by  the  disgraceful  and 
cherous  neglect  of  the  princes  of  Christen 
had  been  compelled  to  submit  to  the  arn 
Solyman,  and  had  been  driven  from  Rhodes, 
sustaining  a  siege  by  the  infidels  so  tremens 
that  history  in  its  long  and  bloody  annals 
furnish  but  few  parallels.  Charles  v.  establi 
the  knights  of  that  renowned  order,  and  whc 
thus  distinguished  themselves  to  the  astonishi 
of  the  world,  as  perpetual  sovereigns  of  the  isl 
of  Malta  and  Goza,  and  they  retained  it,  w  it 
untarnished  military  character,  till  their  u 
pected  and  extraordinary  surrender  of  it  t( 
French  during  the  revolutionary  war. 
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The  island  of  Malta  contains  two  principal 
cities ;  the  old  city,  Civita  Vecchia,  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  island ;  and  La  Valetta.  The  for- 
tifications of  Malta  are  of  a  description  which, 
aided  as  they  are  by  extraordinary  advantages 
of  situation,  are  deemed  impregnable  to  the 
utmost  efforts  of  ^militafy  skill  or  force.  .They 
can  in  fact,  if  resolutely  defended,  be  reduced 
by  no  human  efibit,  except  only  the  measure  of 
blockade,  so  vigilant  as  to  exhaust  the  defendei^ 
by  famine.  After  the  surrender  of  the  knights 
to  the  French,  the  English  adopted  this  plan  of 
reducing  it,  and  maintained  a  vigorous  blockade 
during  two  years!  from  1798  to  1800,  when  the 
city  surrendered.  That  the  horrors  of  such  a 
mode  of  warfare  greatly  exceed  those  arising 
from  the  more  active  operation  of  fire  and  sword, 
may  be  understood  when  I  relate  that  in  the 
latter  period  of  this  extraordinary  blockade,  their 
provisions  were  so  far  exhausted,  that  a  rat  usu- 
ally produced  two  shillings  of  English  money ! 
Of  40,000  souls  at  the  commencement  of  this 
astonishing  warfare,  such  were  the  dreadful  effects 
of  poverty  and  disease,  that  in  eighteen  months, 

there  remained  but  7)9^  *  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 
horses,  asses,  dogs,  cats,  and  eveiy  reptile  whose 
carcass  bore  any  semblance  to  human  food,  was 
entirely  consumed,  and  the  French,  compelled  by 
actual  famine,  proposed  terms  of  capitulation. 

The  soil  of  Malta  is  seldom  more  than  a  foot 
above^  the  surface  of  the  rock :  it  is  irrigated 

8  D 

» 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


889  MALTA. 

chiefly  by  the  night  dew;  but  the   rock  b 

porousi  retains  the  moisture.   The  earth  is  aU 

removed  once  in  ten  years,  in  order  to  cleai 

rock  of  a  thick  crust,  which  forms,   and  pre> 

the   moisture  from   penetrating*      The    Ma 

are  a  most  industrious  people,  as  is  abundi 

testiJied  by  the  fact  of  their  making  an  arti 

land  On  the  most  barren  parts  of  tlie  island.    ' 

begin  by  levelling  the  rock,  which  however 

allow  to  incline  a  little,  that  all  superabuT 

water  may  riin  off.     They  then   heap   tog 

some  stones,  broken  into  small  pieces  of  an 

gular  form,   which   they  place  about  a   fo 

thickness,  and  cover  with  a  bed  of  the  same  s 

nearly  reduced  to  powder.    On  this  they 

place  a  bed  of  earth,  brought  either  from 

parts  of  the  island,  or  taken  out  of  the  cl 

the  rocks ;  then  a  bed  of  dung ;  and  after 

a  second  bed  of  earth  :  such,  indeed,  is  the 

severance  of  the  proprietors  of  this  ground, 

it  becomes  in  a  short  time  of  equal  fertilitj 

the  natural  soil.     The  general  soil  of  Ma! 

however,  exceedingly  prolific:  the    cottoi 

is  very  assiduously  and  successfully  cnltiv 

fruits  of  various  sorts  come  to  f^reat  perfe( 

melons,  oranges,  lemons,  and    particularlj 

The   Maltese    honey    is   far   celebrated   f 

delicious  flavour. 

The  climate  is,  generally  speaking,  salufc 
During  the  sirocco,  or  hot  wind,  which  pr 
periodically,  beverages  cooled  with  ice  are  U 
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by  all  classes  of  persons ;  snow,  therefore, 
n^iidered  at  Malta  as  one  of  the  first  neccs- 
s  of  life.  It  is  brought  from  Sicily,  and 
uistered  to  the  sick ;  and  whenever  there  is 
arcity,  all  that  remains  in  the  ice-house  is 
ely   reserved  for  the    use  of  the  hospitals. 

bathing;  is  also  successfully  used  as  a  pre- 
Ltive  against  the  ill  effects  of  the  sirocco. 
le  principal  trade  of  the  island  consists  in  cot- 
vhich,  both  in  a  raw  and  manufactured  state,  is 
ly  sent  into  Spain.  The  Maltese  are  obliged 
iport  their  corn,  wood,  wine,  oil,  brandy,  &c. 
alta  is  inaccessible,  except  in  some  parts  on 
MN^W.  and  SE.  In  these  quarters  every 
I  that  can  admit  a  boat  is  strongly  defended 
3rts  and  batteries  ;  in  addition  to  which,  a 
I  of  towers,  from  one  to  two  miles  asunder, 
along  the  accessible  part  of  the  island,  right 
left  of  the  principal  fortress,  affords  means 
itant  commnnication  with  it  from  every  part, 
additional  defence. 

e  soil,  wliere  naturally  of  some  depth,  is 
edingly  fertile  ;  and  as  I  have  already  men- 
d,  where  nature  has  been  spare  of  covering 
le  stone,  industry  has  amply  supplied  the 
ieiicy  with  earth  collected  from  the  valleys,  or 
rht  from  Sicily.  For  the  support  of  this 
cial  soil  on  the  sloping  rocks,  stone  walls 
St  numbers  have  been  erected,  from  four  to 
eet  high,  behind  which  level  terraces  rise  in 
sssion  above  each  other  to  the  top  of  the 
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slope.    The  breadth  of  these,  according  to 
degree  of  acclivity,  is  from  twenty  to  eig 
yards.    The    aspect   of  ^Malta   from    this 
cumstance  [differs    materially   when    seen    f 
below  and  from  an  eminence.     In  the  formej 
stance  the  bare  walls  have  a  sterile  aspect, 
is  but  partially  relieved  by  the  intervening  d 
green  of  the   locusta,  or  the  lighter  tint  of 
orange,   and   other  fruit-trees:  in  the   latte 
most  pleasing  scene  of  fertility  is  exhibited; 
^     bare  walls  appear,  and   a  varied   foliage, 
maturing  fruits  of  several  species^  contrast  p 
i  tily  with  rich  fields  of  corn,  and  streaks  of  ven 

of  different  shades. 

Malta,  the  capital  of  the  island,  on  its  nc 

eastern  side,  five  and  a  half  miles  NW.  o 

,  south-eastern  extremity,  is  situate  upon  two  d 

t  lii|  safe,  and  very  capacious  harbours,  which, 

^M  three  creeks  on  the  south-eastern  side  of  the  1  ar 

<m  and  deepest,  divide  it  into  several  distinct  to 

'  each  strongly  defended,  and  those  on  the  cr 

half  surrounded  in  addition  by  a  so  mi -c  ire 

fortification,  the  diameter  of  wliich  is  a  mile 

a   quarter.    Valetta,  the  principal  town^  sti 

I-  I   !  on  a  rocky  tongue  of  land,  extending  from 

main  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  and,  at  its  extren 

even  with  the  points  SE.  and  NW.  that 

the  two  harbours.     The  entrance  of  the  hart 

NW.  of  Valetta,  is  scarcely  two  hundred  y 

wide,  but  enlarges  to  the  breadth  of  seven 

dred  yards ;  from  the  entrance  to  the  extrei 
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18  one  mile  and  a  quarter ;  at  the  distance  of  half 
a  mile  from  the  mouth  is  the  small  island  Laza- 
retto, six  hundred  yards  long  by  two  hundred 
broad,  in  front  of  vrhich  from  the  mouth  there  is 
from  six  to  fifteen  fathoms  water,  but  beyond, 
where  small  vessels  anchor,  no  more  than  two. 
The  harbour  on  the  south-east,  called  Marza,  is 
four  hundred  yards  broad  at  its  mouth,  and  runs 
a  mile  and  a  half  in  shore^  and  has  almost  in  every 
part  from  ^x  to  fifteen  fathoms.  From  it  four 
creeks  run  south-west;  the  first  between  Fort 
Risacoli,  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  and  Fort 
Salvador,  is  insufficiently  sheltered ;  the  second, 
opposite  to  the  upper  town  of  Valetta,  runs  in- 
land hfilf  a  mile,  is  two  hundred  yards  broad,  and 
has  good  anchorage  in  from  two  to  three  fathoms; 
the  third  is  separated  from  the  latter  by  a  penin- 
sula three  hundred  yards  wide,  on  which  stands 
the  town  of  Vittoriosa,  and  at  the  point  the  castle 
of  St.  Angelo ;  this  runs  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
inland,  is  termed  the  Grand  Fort,  is  two  hundred 
yards  broad,  and  has  from  four  to  five  fathonfs 
water:  again  a  third  inner  peninsula,  on  which 
stands  Sangle  Town,  divides  this  from  the  la^t 
creek ;  it  penetrates  nearly  as  far  inland  as  the 
former,  is  more  narrow,  but  has  from  five  to  six 
fathoms  water^ 

Valetta,  or  Citta  Nuova,  in  1  at.  35^34' N.  Ion. 
}4''30'£.  occupies,  with  its  houses  and  fortifi- 
cations, the  whole  of  the  tongue  of  land  that 
parts  the  twp  harbours.    This  tongue  Iknd,  at  its 
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extremity,  is  400  yards  broad,  but  soon  enla: 
to  a  breadth  of  from  700  yards  to  half  a  b 
At  the  extremity  is  the  castle  of  St.  Elm 
modern  fortification,  which  defends  the  entr 
the  two  ports,  and  besides  on  the  opposite 
SE.  is  Fort  Risacoli.  Next  to  this  is  Val 
Proper,  or  the  Upper  Town,  of  great  stren 
and  separated  by  walls  and  fosses  from  the  Lo 
Town,  further  towards  the  south-west, 
latter  is  equally  well  defended,  and  is  dtst 
from  the  citadel,  which  occupies  the  greater  | 
pf  the  neck  of  the  peninsula.  Tliis  city 
rebuilt  in  1566,  by  the  Grand  Master,  John  1 
derick  La  Valette,  from  whom  it  took  its  na 
The  streets  are  well  paved,  but  rather  nan 
to  exclude  the  sun;  the  houses,  constructed 
white  stone,  cut  from  the  rock  on  which  they 
built,  lofty  and  handsome ;  the  hotels  have 
cellent  accommodation,  and  houses  in  which 
creams  are  to  be  had,  congealed  by  means  of  si 
brought  from  Mount  Etna,  are  very  numen 
The  most  remarkable  building  is  the  cathec 
church  of  St.  John,  externally  a  fine  piece 
architecture,  and  richly  decorated  within  by  s( 
very  fine  tapestry  and  paintings  of  extreme  val 
especially  an  inimitable  representation  of 
beheading  of  St.  John,  by  Michael  Aiigelo,  wJ 
obtained  him  admission  into  the  order-  The  ! 
is  vaulted,  and  represents  the  life  of  St.  Jc 
painted  by  the  Chevalier  Matthias,  and  the  flc 
ing   is  beautifully  inlaid  with  precious  marl 
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The  treasury  was  formerly  exceedingly  rich; 
but  the  French  having  had  possession  of  the  city 
for  some  time,  it  is  superfluous  to  say  it  is  no 
longer  rich.  The  palace,  in  which  the  Grand 
Master  resided,  is  a  very  handsome  building ;  and 
in  front  is  a  large  square,  where  the  military 
parade.  Here  likewise  is  another  extensive  struc- 
ture, fitted  up  by  the  knights  for  the  reception  of 
the  public  library  :  the  hall  of  justice,  the  former 
college  of  the  Jesuits,  and  the  barracks,  are  de- 
serving of  notice.  There  are  abundance  of  foun- 
tains, fed  by  the  great  subterranean  aqueduct 
before  described.  The  number  of  inhabitants  of 
Valetta  now  exceeds  3,000,  exclusive  of  the  mili- 
tary. It  is  the  see  of  a  bishop,  suffragan  to 
Palermo  in  Sicily,  and  contains  several  churches 
and  convents,  a  hospital,  and  a  particular  build- 
ing, once  destined  for  Turkish  slaves.  On  the 
island  of  Lazaret  is  an  hospital  for  persons  under 
quarantine,  and  a  fort. 

Citta  Vittoriosa  is  placed  on  the  rocky  strip 
projecting  opposite  to  the  interval  that  parts  the 
upper  from  the  lower  town,  between  the  second 
and  third  creek  of  the  Marsa,  t)r  Grand  Port ;  a 
bridge  connects  the  city  with  the  castle  of  St. 
Angelo,  situate  upon  the  extreme  of  the  peninsula 
on  a  very  high  rock.  The  excellent  port  on  the 
SW.  of  the  town  causes  this  place  to  be  much 
thronged  with  inhabitants,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  length  of  it  is  barely  half  a  mile,  and  the 
breadth  within  the  ramparts  not  more  than  half  an 
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eighth  of  a  mile,  it  contains  from  three  to  four 
thousand  inhabitants.  The  Grand  Master  once 
resided  here,  and  here  is  the  palace  of  the  In- 
quisition, and  an  arsenal. 

Sanglea,  SW.  of  the  last  city,  and  inclosed 
between  two  excellent  harbours,  is  somewhat 
broader  than  Citta  Vittoriosa,  is  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  long,  and  contains  between  four  and 
five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Citta  Vecchia,  three  and  a  half  miles  WSW. 
of  Malta,  a  city,  formerly  the  capital  of  the  island. 
The  Mahomedans,  in  order  to  strengthen  it,  how- 
ever, contracted  its  dimensions;  and  with  the 
same  view  it  has  been  in  after  times  still  farther 
diminished,  so  as  at  present  to  have  the  appear- 
ance and  size  rather  of  a  large  fortress  than  a 
town.  Its  beautiful  cathedral,  the  palace  of  the 
Grand  Master,  and  the  town-house,  are  worthy 
of .  attention,  as  are  some  ancient  catacombs  and 
caverns.  Near  the  town  also  is  a  very  extensive 
cave. 

In  Malta,  besides  the  cities  before  mentioned, 
are  no  less  than  thirty-five  towns  and  large  vil- 
lages, the  churches  of  all  which  are  of  elegant 
architecture,  and  splendid,  from  the  profusion  of 
rich  marbles  and  paintings  belonging  to  them. 
Several  of  the  towns  are  considerable,  and  col- 
lectively they  embrace  two-^thirds  or  more  of  the 
whole  population.  Fifty  towers,  redoubts,  and 
batteries,  disposed  along  the  shores,  besides  exca- 
vated batteries  in  the  rocks,  render  all  approach 
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difficult,  and  secure  it  against  any  other  attack 
than  of  famine.  Galibo  Mountain  is  six  miles 
WSW.  of  the  capital,  Felcha  Tower  eight  miles 
west.  The  ports,  besides  that  of  Malta,  are  Marsa 
Sirocco,  SE.  by  E.  of  that  city,  with  twenty-two 
to  twenty-three  fathoms  water,  but  exposed  to 
the  south-east;  Marsa  Salla,  four  miles  WSW. 
of  Malta,  small,  and  exposed  only  to  the  west; 
St.  Julian's  port.  Port  St.  George,  Ports  Mag- 
dalen and  Salines,  north-west  of  the  city  of  Malta, . 
small,  open  to  the  north-west,  and  with  shallow 
water.  Port  St.  Paul,  nine  miles  SW.  of  the 
capital,  is  spacious,  as  is  also  the  adjoining  port 
Meleha. 

On  the  north-west  of  Malta  the  strait  of  Friuli, 
two  miles  and  a  half  broad,  divides  it  from  Gozo ; 
in  the  middle  lies  the  island  of  Comino,  the  iEphes- 
tios  and  Lampas  of  the  Greeks.  It  is  two  miles 
.long,  from  one  half  to  three  quarters  broad,  has 
two  good  anchoring  places,  and  a  fort,  called 
Forte  Rosso,  which  commands  the  strait  between 
Gozo  and  Malta.    It  is  tolerably  well  cultivated. 

Gozo,  two  miles  and  a  half  NW.  of  Malta,  is 
an  island  nearly  oval  in  shape,  its  greatest  dia«« 
meter  from  E.  to  W.  somewhat  more  than  six 
miles,  its  smaller  diameter  four.  The  aspect  of 
this  island  is  more  pleasing  than  that  of  Malta^ 
the  trees,  which  are  more  numerous,  are  of  larger 
growth,  and  it  has  numerous  springs.  The  in- 
habitants, in  language,  dress,  habits,  and  genius, 
differ  nothing  from  the  Maltese.    They  ate  com« 
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put^d  at  little  short  of  forty  thousand  at  pre 
although  on  enumerating  them  in  1798, 
were  not  found  to  exceed  twenty-four  thous 
8uch  has  been  the  increase  here  since  it  has 
under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  I 
Malta,  its  south-western  coast  consists  of 
treroely  lofty  rocks,  and  the  opposite  coas 
several  good  ports :  the  defences  of  the  is 
are  very  strong  and  numerous.  The  city,  w 
bears  the  name  of  the  island,  and  stands  m 
in  the  centre,  is  very  strongly  fortified,  a 
supposed  to  have  been  founded  at  a  very  am 
date.  On  the  strait  of  Friuli  is  tlie  fort  of  G 
opposite  to  that  in  the  island  of  Coniingo : 
fire  from  the  two  forts  crosses,  and  thus  prot 
the  passage. 

Shortly  after  passing  Malta,  the  weather  b 
extremely  fine,  uith  a  light  breeze,  a  bir 
prey,  which  appeart^d  to  me  to  be  a  male  s 
row-hawk,  came  and  perched  on  the  yard 
the  frigate  :  we  were  then  from  fourteen  to  fif 
leagues  from  land.  The  sailors  called  hii 
cruiser,  because  he  cruises  to  catch  quails, 
other  birds  on  their  passage,  which  cross 
recross  those  seas,  a  transit  to  them  expose 
manifold  dangers.  Sometimes  precipitated 
the  billows  by  the  impetuosity  of  the  blast,  so 
times  torn  in  pieces  by  the  cruel  pounces  of  tl 
cruisers,  winged  like  themselves,  those  interesi 
and  defenceless  creatures,  on  arriving  upon 
shores  which  promised  them  repose,    after 
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flany  dangers  and  fatigues,  rarely  eseape  the 
leath  prepared  for  theiq  by  man,  who  is  after  all 
he  most  yoracions  and  most  pitiless  of  all  their 
nemies. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  .of  April  we  found 
►urselves  close  on  Pantalaria,  an  island  of  much 
greater  length  than  breadth,  elevated  in  the 
middle,  and  terminating  in  a  low  point  at  each 
if  its  extremities^.  It  is  inhabited^  and  abun- 
iantly  fertile.  An  officer  of  our  ship,  who  on  a 
ormer  voyage  had  been  ashore  there,  informed 
[le  that  there  was  but  one  single  spring  in  the 
vhole  islands  but  there  was  a  lake  of  consider* 
tble  extent.  This  lake  is  undoubtedly  the  crater 
if  an  extinguished  volcano,  for  the  same  officer 
lad  found  on  the  spot  all  the  indications  of  it, 
uch  as  lavas,  pumice-stones,  &c.  The  pass  of 
^aiitalaria  is  formidable  to  mariners,  in  winter 
Qore  especially,  for  experience  has  taught  them 
hat  the  seas  which  surround  it  are  seldom  navi- 
;ated  without  meeting  a  violent  gale  of  wind. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  we  saw  astern  of  our 
^hip  a  flock  of  Petrels,  known  to  navigators  by 
he  name  of  storm  birds.  It  was  about  three 
>'cloc;k  in  the  afternoon  when  they  first  came 
lear  us ;  the  weather  was  then  fine,  the  wind  at 
south-east,  and  almost  calm:  but  about  seven 
Klock  the  wind  came  round  to  the  south-west, , 
ind  blew  furiously.  The  sky  was  overclouded 
and  lowering^  the  night  set  in  extremely  dark, 
aad  repeated   and   intense   flashes  of  lightning 
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increased  the  horror  of  it ;  there  was  a  dreadM 
swell  of  the  sea,  and  we  were  at  last  obliged  to 
lie  to  under  our  courses :  our  fine  ship  laboured 
exceedingly  under  this  tremendous  weather,  and 
to  us  uninitiated  inhabitants  of  Terra  Firraa,  it 
appeared  as  if  our  doom  had  arrived.  Her  Ma- 
jesty was  perhaps  the  calmest  and  most  philo- 
sophical observer  of  this  tremendous  scene  of 
confusion,  and  her  collected  cheerfulness  and 
courage  had  its  proper  effects  on  her  attendaats* 

After  encountering  this  very  severe  weather, 
and  being  baffled  by  contrary  winds,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  excellence  of  our  vessel^  and 
the  skill  of  our  commander  and  crew,  was  suffi- 
cient to  excite  alarm,  and  seriously  increase  those 
inconveniencies  which  landsmen  at  all  times  ex- 
perience on  ship-board,  we  happily  reached  the 
roads  of  Tunis  during   the  night  of  the  3d  of 
April,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day 
Her  Majesty  and  suite  disembarked  at  the  fort 
of  Goletta  in  perfect  safety.    Her  Majesty  landed 
under  a  royal  salute  from  the  frigate,  and  was 
received  by  the  admiral  and  port  officers  under 
a  similar  tremendous  salutation  from  all  the  Tu- 
nisian batteries  and  vessels  in  the  harbour* 

The  Goletta,  the  place  of  landing,  is  fifteen 
miles  distant  from  the  city :  this  distance  may 
be  travelled  either  by  land  or  water,  there  being 
a  canal,  or  rather  a  salt-water  lake,  which  runs 
nearly  up  to  the  houses :  from  this  piece  of  water 
the  prospect  of  the  town  is  delightful.    It  is 
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said  that  the  ruins  of  ancient  Carthage  extend 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  lake.  We  took 
op  our  residence  in  the  house  of  the  English 
Consul ;  but  two  days  after,  His  Highness  the 
Bey  made  an  offer  to  Her  Majesty  of  a  magni- 
ficent palace  of  his  own,  which  had  not  as  yet 
been  occupied,  and  was  not  even  entirely  fitted 
up.  Her  Majesty  accepted  this  mark  of  atten- 
tion, and  went  thither  with  all  her  suite.  Here 
she  was  received  and  treated  with  all  possible 
marks  of  respect,  and  with  the  honours  due  to 
her  birth  and  rank,  having  constantly  a  guard  of 
honour  at  her  command,  composed  of  the  chief 
officers  of  the  Bey's  household,  by  whom  she  was 
accompanied  whenever  she  went  abroad. 

At  Tunis  it  is  customary  to  walk  out  on  the 
roofs  of  the  houses,  on  which  there  are  terraces 
for  that  purpose ;  and  these  are  so  numerous,  and 
80  well  connected,  that  it  is  practicable  to  make 
a  tour  of  the  town  upon  them :  the  streets  them- 
selves are  very  narrow,  and  extremely  dirty. 
Women,  of  a  certain  rank,  are  not  allowed  to 
step  beyond  their  own  doors ;  and  when  their 
husbands  go  abroad,  it  is  customary  to  lock  them 
up,  like  slaves,  and  carry  the  key  in  their  pocket. 
It  does  occasionally  happen,  but  very  rarely, 
that  a  few  women  of  the  lower  class  are  seen  in 
the  streets,  but  in  that  situation  they  wear  ample 
cloaks  upon  their  shoulders,  and  two  handker- 
chiefs over  the  face,  disposed  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  point  of  the  nose  merely  and  the  eyes 
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can  be  partially  discovered  :  they  liave  the 
always  naked,  wearing  only  an  under-sol< 
wood ;  very  wide  trowsers  are  generally  v 
by  some,  but  the  common  petticoat  is  someti 
seen.  If  a  husband  meet  his  w^tte  in  the  sti 
custom  forbids  him  to  accost  her,  under  pal 
death!  Some  Turks  possess  as  many  as  tei 
twelve  wivess ;  the  first  of  whom  is  c  am  pel  I  e 
serve  the  second,  the  second  the  third,  and 
with  as  many  as  he  may  have.  If  one  of  ll 
have  the  misfortune  to  displease  him,  even  in 
slightest  particular,  he  has  the  undisputed  po 
to  order  her  head  to  be  taken  olFwithoutc 
mony ;  the  Turk^s  being  absolute  masters  in  t 
own  houses,  and  having  it  in  their  prerogativ 
take  away  the  lives  of  their  wives,  their  child 
and  their  slaves,  without  being  called  to 
accoCini  for  it. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  precautions^  th< 
genu  it  y  of  women  devises  the  means  to  deci 
the  watchfulness  ot  their  brutal  masters  and  1 
bands.  Ever  on  the  look-out  from  the  ba 
apertures  of  their  apartments,  they  observe 
Christians  who  pass  be u oath,  iu  a  personal  c 
parison  with  whom  their  Turkish  tyrants  u 
certainly  sulPer  inliuitely ;  the  poor  injured  c 
turcs  evince  a  decided  likiug  for  a  Chris 
adventiirer,  and  surely  under  such  circutnstai 
their  preference  is  perfectly  pardonable.  If  t 
perceive  a  Cljristian  pass  frequently,  they  t 
earc  to  prepare  a  little  note,  which  they  th 
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mn  at  his  feet :  frequently  it  remains  unnoticed ; 
e  lady  then  gains  her  female  duenna  By  pre- 
nts  :  she  is  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  their  fa- 
urite,  solicits,  conjures  him,  and  facilitates  the 
jaas  of  introducing  himself  into  the  house.  And 
)e  to  those  curious  or  indiscreet  persons,  who 
anot  resist  the  temptation!  whatever  pains  they 
ly  take  to  disguise  themselves  as  Turks,  therq 
s  very  few  who,  sooner  or  later,  are  not  dis- 
vered,  and  «o  incur  the  penalty  of  their  folly^ 
lich  is  the  loss  of  their  heads,  without  the 
allest  chance  of  escape,  or  the  respite  of  a 
ment.  As  for  the  unhappy  woman,  she  is  re- 
rselessly  seized  on  the  instant  of  discovery, 
d  up  in  a  sack  loaded  with  stones,  and  hurled 

0  a  deep  part  of  the  sea ! 

Jn  the  6th,  Her  Majesty  went  to  pay  a  visit 
ceremony  to  His  Highness  the  Bey,  at  his 
intry  palace,  about  three  miles  distant  from 
J  town.  We  were  conveyed  thither  in  five 
riages,  and  had  about  forty  military  officers 
horseback  as  an  escort :  they  were  dressed  in 
*erent   modes,  but  so  fantastically,  that  they 

1  the  appearance  of  imaginary  rather  than  of 
I  beings-  Some  wore  head  dresses,  exactly 
h  as  were  in  fashion  in  Europe  eighty  years 
>;  others  had  white  handkerchiefs  fastened  to 
ir  heads,  and  cloaks  of  different  colours,  made 
B  mantillas,  on  their  shoulders,  all  wearing 
ivy  wooden  bootf^.  We  were  greatly  amused 
h  the  setting  out  of  this  grotesque  band ;  but 


Digitized 


byGocx 


400  MILITARY  MANOEUVRES, 

were  struck  most  forcibly  by  the  contraBt  of  i\ 
ridiculous  costumes,  \vith  the  extreme  beautj 
the  horses  on  which  they  were  mounted,  i 
their  saddles  of  the  finest  crimson  velvet*  ric 
embroidered  v^ith  gold,  and  ornamented  V! 
precious  stones.  The  address  and  activity  tl 
display  in  the  management  of  these  fiery  anim 
is  astonishing.  During  our  short  journey  i 
went  through  a  curious  evolution,  with  a  v 
to  amuse  Her  Majesty  ;  a  part  of  them  gallo 
a  quarter  of  a  league  in  advance,  then,  returi 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  loaded  their  i 
bines  and  fired  them,  carrying  on  a  mock  fi 
with  each  other.  It  was  siirprising  to  see  t 
horses  at  full  speed,  the  bridle  thrown  on  t 
necks,  gallop,  or  rather  cleave  the  air,  witl 
deviating  from  the  path;  and  the  ride^Sj  at 
same  jnoment,  without  any  manner  of  supp 
manage  their  carbines  so  actively,  and  fire  t 
with  so  much  skill.  It  must  be  allowed  they 
unrivalled  in  this  style  of  warfare ;  no  Euro{ 
cavalry  can  compare  with  them,  but  in  o 
respects  Jhey  are  as  soldiers  mean  and  cowar 
We  arrived  at  the  palace  of  the  Bey,  suitoue 
by  an  immense  crowd;  the  cannon  of  the  fori 
having  announced  our  arrival,  the  two  prii 
and  the  chief  minister  came  out  to  receive 
Majesty.  After  traversing  many  courts  and  { 
chambers,  we  at  length  came  into  the  pres< 
of  the  Bey,  who  was  seated  on  cushions, 
encircled  by  his  ministers  and  principal  olTic 
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Ktf  received  the  Queen  with  great  politeness,  and 
Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  present  to  him  the 
*hole  of  her  suite.  After  a  short  conversation, 
through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter,  he  inquired 
whether  she  had  a  desire  to  see  his  seraglio ; 
Her  Majesty  having  expressed  her  assent,  His 
Highness  gave  her  his  hand,  and  We  were  beckoned 
to  follow.  As  for  the  gentlemen,  notwitbdtanding 
dieir  excessive  curiosity,  they  were  under  the 
tiecessity  of  remaining  at  the  door,  and  awaiting 
us.  The  first  wife  of  the  Bey  came  to  receive 
Her  Majesty,  in  a  sort  of  circular  court,  in  the 
centre  of  the  apartments ;  we  were  then  led  into 
a  spacious  and  magnificent  cliamber,  covered  with 
mirrors,  in  which  were  a  number  of  women  of 
tA\  ages,  clothed  without  the  least  taste,  but  with 
great  splendour :  they  were  completely  loaded 
with  gold,  diamonds,  and  precious  stoned,  from 
head  to  foot,  and  being  without  stockings,  many 
of  them  had  a  diamond  chain  round  the  ancle ; 
the  fingers,  and  eveti  the  thumbs,  were  loaded 
with  rich  rings,  and  the  tips  of  them  stained 
black. 

We  remarked  that  the  greater  number  of  the 
women  were  of  dark  complexion,  and  that  they 
were  much  more  beautiful  than  the  fair  ones, 
who  were  in  that  respect  not  above  mediocrity. 
Her  Majesty,  His  Highness  the  Bey,  and  his 
favourite  wife,  were  seated  on  cushions,  and  black 
slaves  presented  them  with  beautiful  napkins 
embroidered  with  gold ;  we  were  then  perfumed 
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Ill  ll 


1, 
1  ll 


with  the  ftneet  efisences  of  Barb&ry  iu  &uch 

fusion,  that  the  scent  almost  overcame  us  ;  a 

wards  a  collation  was  Berved,  such  an  on 

could  scarcely  have  been  provided  at  tlie 

magnificent  European  ftte.     It  was  prepare* 

a  beautiful  Italian  lady,  the   wife  of  the 

physician  to  the  Bey  :  she  also  did  the  hoi 

of  it.    After  the  collation  was  introducec 

first  musical  corps  of  the  court,  consisting  o 

women,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  more 

sixty  years  of  age.    One  of  these  was  lame, 

ther  had  but  one  eye,  a  third  was  blind,  am 

others  had  some  sunilar  defect;  and  all  we 

immoderately  fat,  that  they  could  with  diffii 

move.  It  was  really  amusing  to  see  these  you 

beauties  enter  under  the  charge  of  an  eui 

They  placed  themselves  on  the  floor,  and 

menced  playing  a  sort  of  charivari^  that  deal 

the  ears ;  such,  however,  was  the  best  dii 

of  music  of  the  court  of  Tunis,     The  air  finis 

after  a  short  prelude,  one  of  these  divine 

tures  extended  an  enonnous  mouth,  and  re< 

us  with  the  tones  of  a  voice  so  hoarse  and 

cordant,  that  it  would  be  injustice  to  conip 

to  any  other  than  that  of  an  owl,  screami 

night  on  the  tower  of  some  ruined  castle ;  j 

was  no^rmore  than  requisite  to  remember  Ihj 

we^'e  in  the  presence  of  two  sovereigns,  to  e 

us  to  suppress  our  laughter  ;  more  especial 

Her  Majesty  had  the  air  of  listening  with 

attention,  and  bestowed  some  eulogiuras  o 
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fet  and    harrttomons  Toice   of  the   beauteous  ' 

nph.    The  Bey  ^Tas  delighted  with  her  com- 
isance,  and  assured  her  that  it  was  his  most  | 

ightful  resource  in  his  moments  of  ennui  and 
satisfaction.     The  two  Princes,  who  had  been  [ 

jsent  throughout,  then  begged  Her  Majesty  to  *  j 

idescendto  visit  Meir  seraglio.  We  found  it  much 
re  numerous  than  that  of  their  father,  but  by 
means  so  rich  in  its  embellishments.     There  \ 

re  many  women,  of  different  nations,  who  had  ^ 

m  carried  off  from  their  parents  while  yet 
mg.  These  hapless  victims,  once  immured, 
rer  walk  forth  more  ;  they  live  there,  and  there 
y  end  their  days,  A  stranger  never  meets 
ir  eye.  As  might  be  expected,  they  were  so 
ch  delighted  to  see  us,  that  they  were  at  a 
s  how  to  express  their  excessive  joy.  Some 
them  spoke  Italian,  but  not  very  well ;  great 
rt  were  seated  on  cushions,  and  were  so  immo- 
^ately  fat,  as  to  be  unable  to  rise-without  as-  ^ 
Lance  :  these  were  the  most  admired,  and  to 
-m  all  the  homage  was  paid.  Prince  Mustapha, 
:ering  unexpectedly,  caused  the  same  move- 
nt among  them,  as  would  a  wolf  in  the  fold, 
1  were  cast  down  and  trembling,  but  taking 
Jrage  in  some  measure  afterwards,  they  went 
e  after  the  other,  with  the  most  profound  sub- 
ssion,  to  kiss  his  hand ;  not  according  to  our 
stom,  but  on  the  palm,  for  such  is  the  fashion  '       iji 

the  Turks.    Wliilst  these  unfortunate  slaves 
LIS  discharged  their  duty,  their  tyrant  remained 
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qiotkHileBS  as  a  9totue,  witboiil  eTea  tiei 
to  bestoMr  on  them  a  glance  of  approbati 
kindness. 

A  collation  was  here  set  before  os,  extri 

well  served,  and  consisting  of  every  rarity  at 

licacy;and  we  were  again,  many  tirnes,  gpri 

with  perfumes.    The  ladies  would  not  sui 

io  depart;  and  on  Her  Royal  Highness  i 

they  pressed  her  to  be  seated  again  in  si 

suppliant  manner,  that  she  could  not  deny  i 

and  it  was  not  till  we  bad  made  a  visit  o 

hours  that  we  left  them,  and  then  appai 

much  to  their  sorrow.    They  accompanied 

far  as  the  courts  making  the  most  aflfectin^ 

tares.    O  sweet  liberty,  exclaimed  I,  on  cc 

put^  how  inestimable  thou  art!   These  un 

nates  are  buried  here  alive»  condemned  t 

nought^  save  the  sky,  their  prison ,  and  the 

barian  who  sacrifices   them    to   every  ca 

Every  moment  uncertain  of  their  existence, 

hold  it  at  the  will  of  hira  who  detains  them 

power,  and  who  bejreaves  them  of  it  when 

least  expect.     Her  Majesty  having  taken 

of  His  Highness,  the  Bey,  and  his  conri 

returned  to  Tunis  in  the  same  manner,  and 

the  same  ceremoniefif  as  those  with  which  vn 

left  it.  ^v.!  'i.jfC 

The  spectacle  of  woman  in  this  most  ext 
dinary  state,  is  revolting  to  English  feelinj 
yond  the  powers  ; of  description,  and  we  ai 
length  reconciled  to  the  abominate  outrage, 
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the  i  eHection,  that  with  the  mannerf^  KiEUiit^j 

modes  of  thinking  of  the  Turks,  we  have 
unately  nothing  in  comiQon.  Jt  affords  us 
i€  consolation  in  this  shameless  perversity, 
t  they  are  a  distinct  race  of  beings^  separated 
a  UB  by  barriex;^,  which  prevent  the  possibility 
ontagion.     *: 

iTuL'kii^h  manneri^  we  see  woman,  the  paragon 
uman  nature,  stript  of  thp  attributes  by  which 
1  us  she  hold»  a  rightful  ascendancy ;  totally 
rived  of  her  rank,  and  brutally  degraded  into 

mere  instrument  of  sensuality.  That  this  is 
wretched  condition  of  the  inmates  of  a  Turkish 
glio,  cannot  be  doubted;  but  to  satisfy  our- 
es  that  in  these  enormities  there  exists  no 
icientious  feeling  of  impropriety,  let  us  but 
;  at  the  following  picture,  of  the  mode  in 
ch  women  are  bought  aiid  sold  for  these  pur- 
iB — ^It  is  the  narrative  of  a  merchant  employed 
lake  such  purchases,  and  whose  character  for 
tcity  may  be  relied  on.  - 

Theodocia  is  the  great  market  for  Circassian 
es,  who  have  been  destined  for  ages  past  to 
irought  for  sale  at  the  market  of  Caffa^  like 
other  kind  of  merchandize ;  and  what  is  most 
ular  in  this  revolting  business  is,  that  these 
ities,  so  famous  in  eastern  story,  are  brought 
ist  numbers  every  year  by  their  own  parents, 

bold  at  from  two  to  four  thousand  Turkish 
tres  each,  in  proportion  to  their  charms.    The 

Cii^asiiaiis,  of  whom  three  were  offered  me 
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for  sale,  were  brought  from  their  own  oh&whet 
into  mine  (as  we  all  lodged  in  the  same  inn,)  one 
after  another,  by  the  Armenian  merchant  who 
had  to  dispose  of  them.     The  first  was  very  well 
dressed,  and  had  her  face  covered  in  the  oriental 
style.     She  kissed  my  hand  by  ord^r  of  the  mas- 
ter, and  then  walked  backward  and  forward  in 
the  room,  to  shew  her  fine  shape,  her  pretty  small 
foot,  and  her  elegant  carriage.     She  next  lifted 
up  her  veil,  and  absolutely  surprised  me  by  her 
extreme  beauty.    Her  hair  was  fair,  with  fine 
large  blue  eyes;  her  nose  a  little  aquiline,  with 
pouting  red  lips ;  her  features  were  regular,  her 
complexion  fair  and  delicate,  and  her  cheeks 
covered  with  a  fine  natural  vermilion,  of  which 
she  took  care  to  convince  me  by  rubbing  them 
haixl  with  a  cloth.    Hei-  neck  I  thought  a  little 
too  long ;  but  to  make  amends,  the  finest  bosom 
and  teeth  in  the  world  set  off  the  other  charms 
of  this  beautiful  slave,  for  whom  the  Armenian 
asked  four  thousand  Turkish  piastres,  but  per- 
mitted me  to  feel  her  pulse,  to  convince  myself 
that  she  was  in  perfect  health ;  after  which  she 
was  ordered  away,  when  the  merchant  assured 
me  that  she  was  a  pure  virgin  of  eighteen  yea» 
of  age. 

^'  I  was  more  surprised,  probably,  than  I  ought 
to  have  been  (as  common  usage  renders  every 
thing  familiar)  at  the  perfect  indifference  with 
which  the  inhabitants  of  CafTa  behold  this  traffic 
in  beauty,  that  had  shocked  me  so  much ;  and  at 
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their  asBuring  me,  when  I  Beamed  affected  at  the 
practice,  that  it  was  the  only  method  which 
parents  had  of  bettering  the  condition  of  their 
handsome  daughters,  destined  at  all  events  to  the 
haram,  for  that  the  rich  Asiatic  gentleman,  who 
pays  four  thousand  piastres  for  a  beautiful  mis* 
tress,  treats  and  prizes  her  as  an  earthly  hourie, 
in  perfect  conviction  that  his  success  with  the 
houries  of  paradise  entirely  depends  on  his  be- 
haviour to  the  sisterhood  on  earth,  who  will  bear 
testimony  against  him  in  case  of  ill  usage ;  in 
short,  that  by  being  disposed  of  to  rich  Mussul- 
men,  they  were  sure  to  live  in  affluence  and  ease 
the  rest  of  their  days,  and  in  a  state  by  no  means 
degrading  in  Mahometan  countries,  where  their 
prophet  has  permitted  the  seraglio  ;  but  that  on 
the  contrary,  if  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  their 
own  feudal  lords,  the  barbarous  inhabitants  of 
their  own  native  mountains,  which  it  is  very 
difficult  for  beauty  to  escape,  their  lot  was  com- 
paratively wretched,  as  those  rude  chieftains  have 
very  little  of  either  respect  or  generosity  toward 
the  fair  sex. 

"  The  Nogay  Tartars,  who  were  the  great  mer- 
chants in  this  white  slave  trade,  are  said  to  solicit 
intrigues  between  their  fine  women  and  any  hand- 
some European  who  may  chance  to  pass  through 
their  country,  in  the  hope  of  augmenting  their 
stock  of  saleable  beauty ! " 

The  Bey  exhibited  the  most  marked  attention 
and  shewed  the  greatest  politeness.    A  magni« 
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ficent  and  abundant  table  vras  kept  for  He 
jesty  and  the  whole  suite.  She  was  att* 
with  the  state  of  a  queen,  in  lier  own  pal  act 
never  went  out  without  the  attendance  of  a  j 
of  honour,  which  remained  constantly  i\ 
palace,  awlaiting  commands.  We  made  se 
small  excursions,  in  which  the  Bey  provid 
with  horses,  and  we  usually  slept  at  some  < 
his  country  houses,  where  every  thing  was 
arranged  for  our  accommodation  in  the 
elegant  and  commodious  style.  Her  Mi 
visited  Uticaj  celebrated  for  the  self^destri 
of  Cato,  the  last  of  the  Roman  republicans, 
went  also  to  Saroine,  where  there  are  many 
tiges  of  ancient  days,  among  others  the  celeb 
aqueduct  which  supplied  the  city  of  Car 
with  water:  it  is  sixty  miles  in  lengthy  a 
great  interest  and  curiosity.  The  roads  are 
bad  a  state,  that  it  requires  no  small  degi 
courage  to  pass  them  in  a  wheeled  vehicle 
one  time  we  had  to  descend,  as  it  were,  a  !a 
and  ford  a  river ;  at  another  we  were  comj 
to  pass  over  precipices,  and  fragments  of  roi 
targe,  that  the  carriage  was  jolted  quite  o 
ground.  We  were,  notwithstanding,  encoui 
to  proceed,  by  the  interest  of  the  objec 
inquiry. 

Her  Majesty  afterwards  visited  the  site  of 
thage  itself,  so  greatly  celebrated  as  the  ri^ 
Rome,  This  city,  the  birth-place  of  the  reno 
Hannibal,   was  once   of  extreme  grandeur 
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beaQty»  and  the  emporium  of  commerce,  but  v/sls 
afterwards  destroyed  and  reduced  to  ashes  by  the 
Romans ;  and  on  its  site  is  now  to  be  seen  nought 
but  a  few  old  and  miserable  houses. 

Her  Majesty  had  purposed  to  spend  the  entire 
month  of  April  at  Tunis;  but  the  British  fleet 
arriving  ^^  there  unexpectedly,  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  abandon  that  intention.  It  will  be  re- 
collected, that  the  object  of  this  visit  of  the  British 
and  Dutch  fleets,  was  to  demand  reparation  for 
certain  depredatory  injuries  committed  by  these 
corsairs  on  British  subjects  and  property,  and  to 
demand,  as  a  preliminary  measure,  the  immediate 
and  unconditional  release  of  a  considerable  number 
of  Europeans,  who  were  held  in  slavery  by  them. 
The  Bey  of  Tunis,  to  whom  the  first  application 
was  made  for  this  purpose,  at  first  appeared  ob- 
stinately resolved  to  refuse  submission;  and  as 
it  then  appeared  probable  that  active  measures 
of  hostility  would  be  promptly  used  to  compel 
his  acquiescence,  the  British  admiral,  Lord  Ex- 
mouth,  attended  Her  Majesty,  with  a  full  re- 
presentation of  the  affair  in  contemplation,  and 
a  request  to  be  allowed  to  place  her  in  a  state  of 
safety.  Preparations  were  now  therefore  made 
for  our  departure  with  the  utmost  promptitude 
and  dispatch,  and  several  boats  of  the  English 
fleet  were  sent  on  shore  by  the  admiral,  for  the 
purpose  of  embarking  our  baggage.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Tunis,  observing  these  decisive  marks 
of  the  admiral's  intentions,  were  in  great  con- 
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Bternation,  expecting  every  hour  to  bring 
it  the  horrors  of  a  bombardment ;  and  Her 
jesty's  precipitate  departure  seemed  to  co 
their  conjectures,  which  were^  indeed^  bu 
well  founded,  two  hours  only  being  alio  we 
reflection.  The  Bey  could  scarcely  pen 
himself  that  these  warlike  menaces  were  sei 
and  affected  to  hesitate  in  making  a  forma 
cision ;  until,  learning  that  Her  Majesty  wj 
the  point  of  quitting  the  town,  and  that  th« 
gage  was  already  actually  shipped,  he  be 
terrified  by  the  projnptitude  of  the  resob 
and  at  length  justly  estimating  the  danger  \ 
hung  dver  him,  he  already  imagined  that  h< 
Tunis  subjected  to  the  horrors  of  a  bombardi 
to  ^hich  the  town,  although  well  fortified, 
soon  have  yielded,  or  have  resisted  at  the 
of  its  utter  destruction. 

His  Highness,  aware  that  time  was  in 
tatit,  and  the  danger  pressing,  now  dispal 
his  prime  minister  to  Her  Majesty,  pray  in 
to  obtain  an  interview  with  Lord  Bxwionthj  1 
now  fully  resolved  to  surrender  the  slavei 
manded  of  him.  Notwithstanding  this  am 
ment  actually  took  pi  ace  j  Her  Majesty  perse^ 
in  her  design  of  quittinj;^  Tunis  :  it  appeared 
she  foresaw  the  revolution  which  took  place 
time  afterwards,  and  which  would  doubtless 
been  pregnant  with  mischief  to  her,  had  sh 
fortunately  been  present.  The  Bey,  who 
with  his  own  hands  put  his  brother  to  death 
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)cured  the  cruel  ratirdpr  of  his  nephews,  as  a 
ans  of  establishing  himself  upon  their  throne^ 
s  in  that  revolution  dispatched  by  hi3  eldest 
H  who  assumed  his  seat.  The  youngest  fled 
the  Goletta,  took  possession  of  five  brigs  of 
r,  and  did  not  scruple  to  become  a  leader  of 
sairs,  and  to  infest  the  seas,  in  company  with 
worthy  comrades,  committing  the  most  hor- 
le  outrages, 

►Ve  embarked  on  the  22d,  and  with  a  very 
ik  wind  passed  in  front  of  the  fleet.  Each  ship 
iited  Her  Majesty  with  twenty -one  rounds  of 
inoDj  the  usual  royal  honours ;  the  ships  were 
ssed  in  their  colours,  and  the  yards  fully 
tmed  with  seamen  in  gala,  the  whole  pro- 
;ing  a  very  grand  eff*ect.  Her  Majesty  left 
bay  of  Tunis  on  the  24th  for  Greece. 


i'hroughont  the  east  much  is  said  in  praise 
the  beauty  of  the  Georgian  and  Circassian 
neo,  slaves  brought  to  Constantinople,  and 
re  sold  while  young,  and  thence  scattered  all 
r  Turkey,  in  order  to  serve  in  the  harems,  or 
duce  children  to  their  masters.  These  women, 
B  the  account  which  has  been  given  us  of. them 
the  female  Christians  of  the  country  who  fre- 
nt  them,  and  from  the  small  number  of  those 
>m  the  practice  of  medicine  has  afforded  Euro- 
M  physicians-  an  opportunity  to  see,  have 
opean  features :  almost  all  are  fair,  with  dark 
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hair;  some  have  flaxen  or  light  brown  hair 
are  finely  proportioned  when  they  are  yoi 
but  they  generally  acquire,  throug!i  repose,  j 
living,  and  the  frequent  use  of  baths,  an  en 
point,  which  constitutes  the  delight  of  the  Ti 
and  which,  nevertheless,  exceeds  the  limii 
beautiful  proportion. 

The  Turks  have  nearly  the  same  idea  oi 
beauty  of  women  as  the  Europeans^  except  th 
general,  they  prefer  the  fair  with  dark  hair,  1 
with  light  brown  to  the  flaxen,  and  an  exce 
em  bon  point  to  thinness :  it  may  even  be  gaid 
women  in  good  health,  and  plump,  please 
much  better  than  those  whose  shape  is  sle 
whose  person  and  limbs  are  pliant,  and  not 
fleshy. 

One  must  not  be  surprised  that  these  w 
are,  in  general,  very  well  made,  since  the; 
the  choice  of  all  that  is  most  beautiful  a 
those  that  are  sold  in  the  Turkish  niarke 
the  parents  themselves.  But  what  must  € 
astonishment  is,  that  avarice  fehould  ovei 
religious  prejudices ;  that  a  father  and  mc 
at  the  sight  of  gold,  should  shut  their  hei 
tenderness  and  to  the  sweetest  affections ; 
they  should  abandon  and  give  up  without  rei 
a  child,  to  be  brought  up  in  a  different  reli 
and  serve  for  the  pleasures  of  whoever  will 
chase  her. 

The  price  of  these  slaves  in  the  raarke 
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Constantinople  varies  like  that  of  all  merchan- 
dise, and  is  regulated  according  to  their  number 
and  that  of  the  purchasers.  They  commonly 
cost  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  piastres, 
(from  fifty  to  one  hundred  pounds  sterling.)  But 
a  female  slave  of  a  rare  beauty,  amounts  to  an 
excessive  price,  without  there  being  a  necessity 
for  exposing  her  to  sale,  because  most  of  the  rich 
are  ready  to  make  pecuniary  sacrifices  in  order 
to  procure  such  for  themselves.  The  men  in 
place,  and  the  ambitious,  are  likewise  eager  to 
purchase  them,  in  order  to  lay  them  at  the  feet 
of  their  sovereign,  or  present  them  to  their  pro- 
tectors ;  and  thus  place  about  them  women  who, 
being  indebted  to  them  for  their  elevation,  may 
endeavour  through  gratitude  to  contribute  to 
that  of  their  former  masters. 

In  no  case  does  a  female  slave  expose  her 
person  entirely  to  him  who  wishes  to  purchase 
her;  this  is  contrary  io  Ottoman  decorum  and 
manners ;  but  when  she  is  marriageable^  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  the  purchaser  insists  on  an 
examination  by  a  matron  of  his  own  appointing. 

We  should  form  a  false  idea  of  slavery  among 
the  Turks  and  the  eastern  nations,  were  we  to 
judge  of  it  from  that  which  the  Europeans  have 
established  in  their  colonies,  and  above  all  from 
the  accounts  of  the  unfortunate  captives  of  the 
cc%st  of  Barbary,  who  have  been  made  to  uitdergo 
harsh  treatment,  and  been  tormented  in  a  thou- 
sand ways,  in  order  to  oblige  them  to  embrace 
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the  Mussulmaii  rdigion.  In  Turkey,  and  i 
pi^,  slaves  of  both  sexes,  commonly  pun 
before  the  age  or  the  period  of  pubert 
brought  up  in  the  religion  of  Mahomei 
treated  with  the  same  kindnegg^  and  almos 
the  same  respect,  as  the  sons  of  the  famil 
seldom  happens  that  a  Turk  sells  again  a 
with  whom  he  is  dissatisfied ;  he  coiitetits  I 
with  threatening  him,  and  even  with  pun 
himras  he  would  punish  a  son. 
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CHAI*rfiR  XX. 

Departure  from  Tunis. — Voyage. '—Storm  at  Sea 
"-^Danger  of  Shipwreck — Succeeded  by  a  beauti" 
ful  Calm. — Delightful  serenity  of  the  Climate  of 
Oreece. — Scene  at  Sunset. —  General  Character 
(fthe  Greeks -—Their personal  Beauty. — Arrival 
at  Athens. — General  account  of  its  Antiquities. 

HER  Majesty's  abrupt  departure  from  Tuniti 
left  us  little  time  for  preparation  for  our  next 
sea  trip ;  but  the  general  state  of  excellence  of 
onr  accdmmodation  on  board  our  vessel  left  us 
little  to  regret  on  this  account. 

Our  course  now  lay  towards  the  classic  shored 
of  (Gfroece,  and  our  expectations,  as  to  the  length 
of  the  voyage  did  not  exceed  a  few  days,  laying 
our  account  however  with  continued  fair  weather 
Ind  favourable  winds.  In  these  respects  we  had 
in  this  instance  the  mortification  to  share  the 
common  fate  of  all  adventurous  travellers.  At 
nbon  of  the  third  day  we  were  overtaken  by  a 
profound  calm ;  a  lurid  light  illumined  the  gloomy 
and  threatening  atmosphere.  About,  sunset  th# 
darkriess  that  enveloped  us  wsis  truly  appalling, 
^nd  a  tremendous  uproar  ensued.  A  hurricane 
burst  upon  the  vessel.  In  a  moment  the  sea  wai 
aglhated  to  such  a  degree,  that  its  surface  exhi- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC  — 


416  oRKBcs. : 

bited  one  [continued  sheet  of  foam*  The 
whioh  scarcely  obeyed  the  helm,  was  like  a 
spot  upon  the  whitened  ocean ;  the  violei 
the  wind  seemed  to  raise  her  out  of  the  ^ 
she  turned  round  in  every  direction,  plu 
her  head  and  stern  alternately  in  the  wavei 
return  of  light  shewed  the  extent  of  our  d^ 
Providence  was  however  pleased  to  sa% 
A  slight  variation  of  the  wind  enabled  us  at 
to  clear  the  land,  and  we  found  ourselves 
more  in  the  open  sea.  The  wind  getting 
again  to  a  favourable  quarter,  we  ventui 
hoist  some  sail,  and  bore  away;  but  the 
having  lulled  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evi 
and  the  sea  befaig  perfectly  smooth,  the  shi] 
remained  motionless.  Here  we  enjoyed  th 
sunset  and  the  first  night  beneath  the  si 
Greece.  The  colours  produced  by  the  si 
sun  were  not  brilliant  i  that  luminary  desc* 
between  clouds  which  he  tinged  of  a  roseate 
he  sunk  below  the  horizon,  and  twilight  su| 
his  place  for  half  an  hour.  During  this 
interval^  the  sky  was  white  in  the  west,  ligh 
at  the  zenith,  and  pearl  grey  in  the  east, 
stars,  one  after  another,  issued  from  this 
rable  canopy;  they  appeared  small,  not 
brilliant,  but  shedding  a  golden  light,  so 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  convey  any  ic 
it.  The  horizon  of  the  sea,  skirted  with  a  i 
vapour,  was  blended  with  that  of  the  sky. 
In  speaking  of  the  general  character  c 
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Greek  i&habitants  of  this  part  of  the  worlds  we 
have  in  fairness  so  much  to  praise,  that  we  may 
fear  the  being  taxed  with  drawing  an  overcharged 
picture  :  the  present  moment,  however,  which  is 
probably  to  determine  their  fate  for  ages  to  come, 
renders  honourable  mention  of  them  a  service,  a 
duty  to  humanity,  and  confers  proper  dignity  on 
our  own  narrative.  It  may  be  now  truly  asserted, 
that  the  Greeks  have  still  some  of  the  noble  blood 
which  flowed  in  the  veins  of  their  ancestors. 
Gfreece,  though  conquered,  polished  Rome — ^but 
the  conquerors  were  Romans.  But  Greece  when 
conquered  by  the  Tuiks,  did  not  polish  them — 
for  the  conquerors  were  Turks.  To  the  humi- 
liating state  of  depression  in  which  they  are  held 
by  the  Turks,  we  may  attribute,  with  obvious 
truth,  most  of  the  defects  of  the  Grecian  cha- 
racter as  it  exists  at  present.  Notwithstanding 
this  humiliation,  we  may  safely  assert,  that  their 
superiority  over  the  Turks  in  knowledge  is  sur- 
prisingly great :  we  may  contend,  that  their 
imagination  is  lively,  that  their  genius  and  in- 
vention are  fertile,  that  they  bear  the  Turkish 
yoke  with  impatience,  and  that  they  possess  a 
spirit  of  enterprise,  which  often  prompts  them  to 
noble  achievements,  and  will  eventually  procure 
them  emancipation. 

**The  man  of  these  charming  parts  of  Greece  is 
of  a  handsome  stature  :  he  carries  his  head  high, 
his  body  erect,  or  rather  inclined  backward  than 
forward :  he  is  dignified  in  his  carriage,  easy  in 
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his  manners,  and  nimble  in  his  gait ;  his  eyestie 
full  of  vivacity ;  his  countenance  is  open,  and 
his  address  agreeable  and  prepossessing.  He  ift 
neat  and  elegant  in  his  cloathing  :  he  has  a  taste 
for  dress,  as  for  every  thing  that  is  beantifuU 
^ctive,  industrious,  and  even  enterprising,  he  is 
capable  of  executing  great  things.  He  speaks 
with  ease,  he  expresses  himself  with  warmth: 
he  is  acquainted  with  the  language  of  the  pas- 
sions, and  he  likewise  astonishes  by  his  natural 
eloquence.  He  loves  the  arts,  without  daring  to 
cultivate  them,  under  the  brazen  yoke  which 
hangs  heavy  on  his  neck.  Skilful  and  cunning  in 
trade,  he  does  not  always  conduct  himself  in  it 
with  that  frankness  which  constitutes  its  principal 
basis ;  and  though  we  still  find  in  modem  Greece 
many  of  the  fine  qualities  which  do  honour  to  the 
history  of  ancient  Greece,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  superstition,  the  child  of  ignorance  and 
slavery,  greatly  tarnishes  their  lustre;  and  we 
also  discover  in  their  disposition  that  fickleness, 
that  pliability,  that  want  of  sincerity,  in  short, 
that  artful  turn  of  mind  which  borders  on  trea- 
chery, and  of  which  the  Greeks  of  antiquity  have 
been  accused. 

"  But  this  obliquity  of  character  fortunately 
does  not  extend,  or  at  least  is  Tery  much  weak- 
ened, among  the  women  of  the  same  countries. 
The  Greek  females  are,  in  general,  distinguished 
by  a  noble  and  easy  shape,  and  a  majestic  car- 
riage.   Their  features,  traced  by  the  hsfoA  (tf 
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beauty,  reflect  the  warm  and  profound  affectionsr 
6f  sensibility :  the  serenity  of  their  countenance 
is  that  of  dignity,  without  having  its  coldness  of 
gravity:  they  are  amiable  without  pretension/ 
decent  without  sourness,  charming  without  affec- 
tation. If  to  such  brilliant  qualities  we  add 
elevation  of  ideas,  warmth  of  expression,  those 
flights  of  simple  and  ingenuous  eloquence  which  ' 
attract  and  fascinate,  a  truly  devoted  attachment 
to  persons  beloved,  with  a  surprising  exactness 
and  ftdelity  in  their  duties,  we  shall  have  some 
notion  of  these  privileged  beings,  with  whom 
nature,  in  her  munificence^  has  embellished  the 
earth,  and  who  are  not  rare  in  Greece.  It  may 
be  said  that  there  indeed  it  is  that  the  genius  of 
the  artists  of  antiquity  would  still  have  the  choice 
of  more  than  one  model." 

On  our  approach  to  the  coast  our  vessel  was 
becalmed  at  a  short  distance  from  the  island  of 
Anti*Milo,  off  which  we  remained  an  entire  day : 
a  strong  breeze  from  the  south-east  at  length 
drove  us  as  far  up  as  the  island  of  Egina.  We 
then  lay  to :  the  sky  became  suddenly  overcast, 
and  we  were  unable  to  distinguish  the  coast,  and 
the  forms  of  the  mountains.  They  were  how- 
ever to  be  seen  at  intervals,  when  the  lightning 
flashed,  while  heavy  thunder-claps  rolled  over 
the  city  of  Minerva.  This  lasted  durihg  the  night, 
and  we  were  apprehensive  of  a  gale  coming  on, 
but  the  sea  was  not  agitated  in  any  extraordinary 
degree.  ' 

On  the  following  day  we  entered  the  Pirseusi 
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the  port  of  Athens.  The  beach  13  at  first  san 
then  dark  and  argillaceous,  and  pretty  geuers 
covered  with  small  ruins^  amid  which  is  situa 
the  house  of  the  Turkish  collector  of  customs. 
After  waiting  for  horses  a  considerable  ti 
we  set  out  with  all  convenient  diligence, 
lii^st  had  to  ascend  a  small  barren  hill,  wl 
leads  to  a  road  through  a  well  cultivated  pi 
which  is  planted  with  olive-trees,  and  ac 
which  lay  the  ruins  of  the  great  wall  of  1 
mistocles.  A  thick  forest  of  olive-treesj  of 
age  of  Pericles,  covered  the  vines,  the  bough 
which  were  intwined  around  the  branches  of  tl 
treeSj  which,  in  remote  times,  had  witnessed 
most  glorious  triumphs.  The  cultivation  of  At 
brought  to  my  remembrance  that  of  the  souti 
Italy.  With  hasty  and  ansious  steps  we 
proceeded  towards  a  height,  from  which  we  ehi 
be  enabled  to  procure  a  sight  of  Athens :  we  ^ 
approaching  that  glorious  city  of  antiquity, 
our  anxiety  was  now  on  the  stretclK  We  wer 
length  gratified  with  a  view  of  this  sacred  s 
this  temple  of  liberty,  of  glory,  and  of  the  \ 
The  Acropolis  appeared  detached  from  the 
rounding  objects,  and  around  it  hovered  a  c 
cloud,  the  remains  of  the  storm  of  the  precei 
evening.  The  sun's  rays  struck  powerfullj 
these  masses  of  white  marble,  which  have 
served  so  pure  a  colour  amid  the  constructioi 
the  barbarous  ages.  The  old  walls  surroum 
the  Propylaeum  seem  huddled  together,  to  1 
ment  the  eclat  of  the  little  that  is  left  of 
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utiful  structures  of  Phidias.  The  temple  of 
^seus  next  opened  on  our  view:  farther  on, 
the  right,  appeared  the  Pnyx,  the  hill  of  the 
laeum,  the  Areopagus,  the  monument  of  Phi- 
apus,  and  on  the  left,  Mount  Anchesmus;  and 
complete  this  picture,  which  seems  in  a  manner 
realize  the  bold  composition  of  the  beautiful 
dscapes  of  the  luxuriant  fancy  of  Poussin. 
t  a  tree  is  to  be  seen  in  this  direction  to  en- 
en  the  prospect:, an  extent  of  half  a  league 
rocky,  brokeu,  and  parched  soil,  separates  the 
f  from  the  wood  of  olives,  which  is  itself  not 
ogether  devoid  of  beauty.  We  were  con- 
erably  abstracted  with  the  scene  before  us, 
^il  modern  Athens,  the  immediate  object  of  our 
uiry,  was  disclosed  to  us  by  her  lofty  minarets, 
is  city  is  surrounded  by  low  walls,  and  with 
tes,  which  may  be  compared  to  those  of  the 
anest  farm-houses  in  Europe.  It  is  modestly 
tioned  at  the  foot  of  the  Acropolis,  and  is  now 
;nt  as  the  slave  who  feels  ashamed  of  his  misery 
1  chains. 

We  had  now  to  pass  through  narrow  streets, 
1  through  the  principal  bazar,  to  reach  the 
ise  of  M.  Fauvel,  the  French  consul.  The 
re  at  of  this  gentleman  is  truly  that  of  a  philo- 
>her,  but  is  nevertheless  embellished  with  taste. 
is  surrounded  by  the  ruins  of  ancient  Athens : 
:hin,  trunks  of  columns  and  capitals  afford 
its ;  and  shelter  is  procured  from  above  by  a 
Bering  of  antique  tiles.  Tombs  and  inscriptions, 
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distributed  around,  bring  to  the  traveller's 
membrane^  the  names,  the  euterpiiseSf  and 
misfortunes  of  those  who,  in  times  long  past 
gone,  have  struggled  through  the  oppress 
and  sorrows  of  life. 

The  attentions  of  this  gentleman  during 
Majesty's  stay  at  Athens,  were  mueniitting 
most  respectfully  assiduous :  his  rich  coUec 
was  laid  open  to  us,  and  Her  Majesty  duly 
predated  the  advantages  and  the  satisfactic 
inspecting,  in  his  company,  these  noble  n 
which  have  engrossed  the  whole  of  his  attei: 
for  thirty  years  past !  The  extent  of  his  resear 
has  been  immense ;  and  even  where  he  enteri 
doubts,  he  does  not  fail  to  afford  instruction. 

He  appeared  to  be,  at  this  time,  about  si 
five  ,'years  of  age,  and  was  just  recovered 
a  severe  illness,  notwithstanding  which,  his  i 
city  and  his  wit,  still  unabated,  served  to  f< 
discussion,  and  renderthe  scene  of  double  inte 

His  house  is  situated  between  the  ruin 
the  library  of  the  Ptolemies,  and  the  temp 
Theseus.  When  in  the  evening  we  were  se 
on  the  terrace,  we  could  distinctly  hear 
discordant  music  of  the  Egyptian  slaves, 
assemble  together  occasionally  to  forget 
bondage  :  they  performed  Nubian  dances  oi 
very  spot  where  the  festival  of  the  foundi 
Athens  was  once  celebrated. 

Our  first  excursion  led  us  towards  the  tei 
of  Minerva^  and  the  Propyl  aeum,  to  whicl 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


AIHINS*  4j|5 

iicdoded  with  Anxious  curiosity  and  respect. 
These  admirable,  these  venerable  marbles,  are 
much  defaced  by  the  obscure  names  of  the  dif- 
ferent travellers  who  have  visited  Athens  for 
some  centuries  past. 

The  impression  on  the  mind  amidst  these  sa- 
cred ruins  is  so  intense,  that  we  feel  a  diffidence, 
fi  solemn  awe,  which  seems  to  deprive  us  in  a 
great  measure  of  the  power  of  utterance:  we 
^peak  in  half  whispers.  Here  it  was  that  the 
echo  we  still  reverence  once  repeated  the  rival 
aad  celebrated  songs  of  the  victories  of  Theseus. 

We  advanced  slowly  among  a  heap  of  reversed 
columns  and  broken  friezes,  to  the  spot  where 
once  stood  the  statue  of  Minerva,  and  on  the  site 
of  which  a  small  mosque  has  now  been'  erected. 

This  great  destruction  is  not  the  work  of  ages, 
the  ravages  of  which  are  scarcely  any  where  to 
be  discerned :  the  fine  polish  of  the  marble,  the 
sharp  angles,  and  the  compactness  of  the  masonry^ 
every  thing,  in  short,  unites  to  absolve  time,  and 
to  accuse  tlie  barbarous  hand  of  man. 

At  sun-rise  it  was  my  delight  to  seat  myself  on 
the  summits  of  the  marble  walls  of  the  Parthenon, 
whence  I  could  overlook  this  immense  theatre 
of  the  pomp,  the  dissensions,  and  the  combats 
of  the  nations  of  Attica.  With  these  remem-* 
brances  my  imagination  was  filled :  all  was  ani^ 
mated  around  me ;  I  could  imagine  the  sea  covered 
with  victorious  fleets ;  the  songs  of  triumph  re-- 
echoed along  the  shores.    I  could  fancy  Megarft. 
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Btartii^  from  her  antique  tomb ;  Eleusts  in 
herself  with  her  crown  of  flowers  and  eorn-spi 
and  proud  Corinth  endeavour  to  shake  off 
dust  from  her  brow,  on  which  in  days  of 
gold  shone  gloriously  resplendent. 

ThePnyx  still  seemed  to  expect  the  tumult 
and  frivolous  crowd,  the  multitude,  agitate 
the  waves  of  the  sea,  once  there  assemblec 
fancied  I  could  hear  even  the  praises  her  ori 
lavished  on  her.  But  those  days  of  glory 
proud  contentions,  and  of  cruel  prose ript 
with  all  the  passions  which  spring  from  lib 
were  become  mute  as  the  ashes  and  ruins  w 
surrounded  me. 

When  I  awakened  from  my  reveries^  I  c 
not  but  feel  myself  overwhelmed  with  m^ 
choly :  I  looked  around  me,  but  could  pen 
nothing  besides  immense  heaps  of  ruins,  st 
plains,  and  a  deserted  sea  ;  while  my  ears 
assailed  with  lamentations,  and  with  the  clano 
of  the  disdar-Aga,the  commander  of  the  Cha 
inflicting  abuse  and  punishment  on  his  misei 
slaves. 

Athens  contains  a  population  of  from  t€ 
twelve  thousand  Greeks,  Turks,  and  Albanians 
latter  of  whom  predominate  in  the  twenty  t 
sand  souls  who  people  Attica.  It  is  surrounde 
low  and  ill-built  walls,  which  were  repaired, 
in  a  great  measure  re-constructed  in  1772,  u 
the  inspection  of  the  chief  of  the  Bosta 
the  Vayvode  of  Athens.    All  the  Greeks  tm 
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in  the  city,  were,  without  exception,  compelled 
to  woA.    Thirty  drums  were  in  constant  beat,  to 
cheer  them  and  their  fellow-labourers  in  their 
toils ;  and  this  new  Amphion  completed  his  sin- 
gular operation  in  less  than  three  months.  Having 
in  the  sequel  abused  the  power  confided  to  him, 
he  was  strangled  at  Cos,  where  he  had  ri^tired, 
after  having  completely  stripped  the  inhabitants 
of  Attica.    His  house,  and  the  gardens  attached 
to  it,  which  have  been  much  admired,  are  situated 
near  those  of  the   ancient  Academy :  they  be- 
longed to  the  Valid^-Sultan.    A  few  trees,  and 
several  fine  basins  of  water,  were  the  only  objects 
that  drew  my  particular  attention  at  this  spot. 
At  a  small  distance  from  it  are  the  vestiges  of 
three  tombs,  which  may  have  been  those  of  Cha- 
brias,  Pericles,  and  Thrasybulus :  two  of  them 
have  been  demolished ;  but  the  third  resembles  the 
monument  of  the  Horatii  at  Albano.    M.Fauvel 
has  been  frustrated  in  his  attempts  to  dig  beneath 
it.    These  tombs  were  near  the  ancient  walls, 
the  traces  of  which  are  still  apparent.    The  best 
authorities  fix  at  seven  stadiij  an  ancient  Greek 
measure  of  length,  about  equal  to  our  furlong, 
the  distance  which  separated  the  gate  Dipylon 
from  the*  Academy  :  this  estimate  places  the  pre- 
sent gate,  styled  that  of  the  Egyptians,  nearly  at 
the  same  spot  with  the  above  gate;  whence  it 
would  appear  that  the  ancient  circumference  of 
Athens  was  not  very  great.    We  next  come  to 
the  gate  Mandravili,  leading  to  the  temple  of 

8  I 
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Theseus;  to  that  of  Mnemouria,  or  the 
of  the  tombs;  to  that  of  Indi  Baba,  so  naiiii 
the  Turks,  because  an  Indian  dervich  there 
up  his  residence ;  to  the  gate  of  Hadria 
that  of  Bobonistra,  which  leads  to  Marathc 
the  Lyceum,  and  to  the  Stadium ;  and,  1 
to  the  gate  of  el-Djeryd,  formerly  the 
Hippades,  without  which  were  the  horse-i 
and  here  likewise  the  Turks  amuse  themsel 
various  exercises. 

By  Her  Majesty's  directions  we  dug 
the  gate  of  the  Piraeus  in  search  of  antiq 
but  were  not  very  successfuL  We  founds 
ever,  in  a  tomb,  a  vase  of  the  description  of 
which  are  commonly  called  Etruscan  vas 
a  fine  form,  and  of  the  best  workmanship,  '^ 
at  length,  after  several  ineffectual  attempt 
sound  of  the  tools  and  pick-axes  gave  no 
a  construction,  of  an  arch-roof  more  espe 
the  workmen  and  spectators  were  glac 
with  joy.  This  occupation  has  indeed  i 
interest  of  the  chase:  we  waited  impa 
until  the  first  bricks  were  removed- 

The  adjacent  shores  are  entirely  covere 
ruins :  but  the  parts  where  the  long  wall 
united  with  those  of  the  Piraeus  and  PI 
are  to  be  traced.  We  fancied  we  could 
out  the  place  where  the  markets  stood  ;  an 
near  the  great  haven,  the  ruins  of  the 
of  Leschai,  and  thoae  of  the  temple  of 
erected  by  CEdipus.    A  Greek  monaste 
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been  built  on  the  remains  of  the  altar  of  the 
Paphian  goddess ;  and  the  vestiges  of  a  theatre 
are  seen  close  on  those  of  the  citadel  of  Muny- 
chia;  and  steps  also  indicate  an  amphitheatre 
near  the  temple  of  Diana. 

The  approach  to  this  celebrated  city  by  sea 
presents  a  spectacle  of  so  great  splendour  and 
interest,  and  a  general  view  is  so  essential  to 
the  reader,  that  I  will  again  devote  a  few  lines 
to  it. 

Athens  is  no  sooner  descried,  than  its  lofty 
edifices,  catching  the  sun's  rays,  render  the  build- 
ings in  the  Acropolis  visible  at  the  distance  of 
fifteen  miles. 

The  reflected  light  gives  a  white  appearance. 
The  Parthenon  appears  first,  above  a  long  chain 
of  hills  in  the  front;  presently  we  see  the  top 
of  Mount  Anchesmus,  to  the  left  of  the  temple  ; 
the  whole  being  backed  by  a  lofty  mountainous 
ridge,  which  we  suppose  to  be  Parnes. 

As  we  drew  near  to  the  walls,  we  beheld  the 
vast  Cecropian  citadel,  crowned  with  temples 
that  originated  in  the  veneration  once  paid  to 
the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead,  surrounded 
by  objects  telling  the  same  theme  of  sepulchral 
grandeur,  and  now  monuments  of  departed  great- 
ness, gradually  mouldering  in  all  the  solemnity 
of  ruin.  So  paramount  is  this  funeral  character 
in  the  approach  to  Athens  from  the  Piraeus,  that, 
as  we  passed  the  hill  of  the  Museum,  which  was 
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in  fact  an  ancient  cemetery  of  the  Atlienif 
might  have  imagined  ourselves  to  be  arao 
tombs  of  Telmessus,  from  the  number 
sepulchres  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  from  tli 
quity  of  the  workmanship,  evidently  not  ( 
date  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  Asia 
In  other  respects  the  city  exhibits  nearly  i 
pearance  so  briefly  described  by  Strabo  ei 
centuries  before  our  coming ;  and  perl 
wears  a  more  magnificent  aspect,  owing 
splendid  remains  of  Hadrian's  temple  of  Ol 
Jove,  which  did  not  exist  wlicn  Athens  was 
by  the  disciple  of  Xenarcluis,  The  pro 
columns  belonging  to  this  temple  appea] 
in  view  between  the  citadel  and  the  bed 
Ilissus:  high  upon  our  left  rose  the  Aci 
in  the  most  impressive  grandeur:  an  ad 
part  of  the  rock  upon  the  western  side  of  i 
hill,  or  the  Areopagus,  where  St.  Paul  pi 
to  the  Athenians,  and  where  their  most 
tribunal  was  held.  Beyond  all,  appear 
beautiful  plain  of  Athens^  bounded  by 
Hymettus.  We  rode  towards  the  craggy 
the  citadel,  passing  some  tiers  of  circular 
at  the  foot  of  it:  these  arc  the  remains 
Odeum  of  Herodes  Attic  us,  built  in  mei 
his  wife  Regilla.  Thence  continuing  to  si 
base  of  the  Acropolis,  the  road  windinc^ 
towards  the  north,  we  saw  also  upon  o 
scooped  in  the  solid  rock,  the  circular  sva 
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whicb  the  Athenians  were  wont  to  assemble  to 
hear  the  plays  of  uSJschylus,  and  where  the  theatre 
of  Bacchus  was  aftei*wards  constructed. 

We  proceeded  towards  the  east,  to  ascend 
Mount  Anchesmus,  and  to  enjoy  in  one  panoramic 
survey  the  glorious  prospect  presented  from  its 
summit,  of  all  the  antiquities  and  natural  beauties 
in  the  Athenian  plain.  We  ascended  to  the  com- 
manding eminence  of  the  Mount,  once  occupied 
by  a  temple  of  Anchesmian  Jupiter.  The  Pagan 
shrine  has,  as  usual,  been  succeeded  by  a  small 
Christian  sanctuary  :  it  is  dedicated  to  St.  George. 
Of  the  view  from  this  rock,  even  Wheler  could 
not  write  without  emotion.  "  Here,"  said  he, 
"  a  Democritus  might  sit  and  laugh  at  the  pomps 
and  vanities  of  the  world,  whose  glories  so  soon 
vanish  ;  or  an  Heraclitus  weep  over  its  manifold 
misfortunes,  telling  sad  stories  of  the  various 
changes  and  events  of  fate."  The  prospect  em- 
braces every  object,  excepting  only  those  upon 
the  south-west  side  of  the  castle.  The  situation 
of  the  observer  is  north-east  of  the  city ;  and  the 
reader  may  suppose  him  to  be  looking,  in  a  con- 
trary direction,  towards  the  Acropolis,  which  is 
in  the  centre  of  this  fine  picture  ;  thence,  re- 
garding the  whole  circuit  of  the  citadel,  from  its 
north-western  side,  towards  the  south  and  east, 
the  different  parts  of  it  occur  in  the  following 
order,  although  to  a  spectator  they  all  appear  to 
be  comprehended  in  one  view. 

The  lofty  rocks  of  the  Acropolis,  crowned  with 
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its  m^estic  temples,  the  Parthenon,  Erecl 

&c.  constitute  the  central  object.    In  the 

ground  is  displayed  the  whole  of  the  mode] 

of  Athens,  with  its  gardens,  ruins,  mosquei 

walls,  spreading  into  the  plain  beneath  tl 

tadel.     On  the  right,  or  north-west  wing, 

temple  of  Theseus ;  and  on  tlie  left,  or  souO 

wing,  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius.     Pro 

jng  from  the  west  to  the  south  and  east,  the 

beyond  the  citadel  displays  the  Areopagu 

Pnyx,  Ilissus,  the  site  of  the  temple  of  Cei 

Agrae,  the  Fountain  Callirhoe,  the  Stradium 

thenaicum,  the  site  of  the  Lyceum,  &c. 

parallel  circuit,    with  a  more  extended  ra 

are  seen  the  hills  and  defile  of  ])aphne,  or 

Sacra,  the    Piraeus,  Munychia,   and  Phalej 

Salamis,  ^gina,  the  more  distant  isles,  and 

mettus.  A  similar  circuit,  but  still  more  extei 

embraces  Parnes,  the  mountains  beyond  Eli 

and  Megara,  the  Acropolis  of  Corinth,  the  I 

ponnesian  mountains,  and  the  .Egeaii  and  dis 

islands.     And   lastly,  immediately  beneath 

eye,  lies  the  plain  of  Athens. 

On  passing  the  middle  of  modern  Athens, 
proceeding  directly  west,  the  houses  begi: 
be  more  detached,  and  then  ajjpear  lan^e  va 
spaces,  some  enclosed  within  tlie  walls  of 
city,  and  others  lying  without  the  walls, 
these  forsaken  spaces  we  find  tlie  temple  of  1 
seus,  the  Pnyx,  and  the  Areopagus.  Tliis  ten 
is  in  better  preservation  than  any  other  edi 
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in  Athens:  after  having  long  been  a  church 
dedicated  to  St.  George,  it  is  now  used  for  a 
storehouse. 

The  Areopagus  was  situated  on  an  eminence 
to  the  west  of  the  citadel.  You  can  scarcely 
conceive  how  it  was  possible  to  erect  a  structure 
of  any  magnitude  on  the  rock  where  its  ruins  are 
to  be  seen.  A  little  valley,  called  in  ancient 
Athens  Ccele,  the  hollow,  separates  the  hill  of 
the  Areopagus  from  the  hill  of  the  Pnyx  and 
that  of  the  citadel.  In  the  Ccele  were  shewn 
the  tombs  of  the  two  Cymons,  of  Thucydides, 
and  Herodotus.  The  Pnyx,  where  the  Athenians 
first  held  their  popular  assemblies,  is  a  kind  of 
esplanade,  formed  on  a  steep  rock,  at  the  back  of 
the  Lycabettus.  A  wall,  composed  of  enormous 
stones,  supports  this  esplanade  on  the  north  side ; 
on  the  south  stands  a  rostrum,  hewn  out  of  the 
solid  rock,  with  an  ascent  of  four  steps,  likewise 
cut  out  of  the  rock.  I  take  notice  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, because  ancient  travellers  were  not 
accurately  acquainted  with  the  form  of  the  Pnyx. 
Lord  Elgin,  a  few  years  since^  caused  this  hill 
to  be  cleared  of  the  rubbish ;  and  to  him  we  are 
indebted  for  the  discovery  of  the  steps.  As  you 
are  not  yet  quite  at  the  top  of  the  rock,  you  can- 
not perceive  the  sea  without  ascending  above 
the  rostrum.  The  people  were  thus  deprived  of 
the  view  of  the  Piraeus,  that  factious  orators 
might  not  lead  them  so  easily  into  rash  enter- 
prises, as  if  they  bad  before  their  eyes  the  spec- 
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tacle  of  their  power  and  of  their  fleet 
Athenians  were  ranged  on  the  esplanade,  I 
the  circular  wall  which  I  have  mentioned 
north,  and  the  rostrum  on  the  south. 

In  this  rostrum  there  it  was  that  Pericl 
cibiades,  and  Demosthenes,  delivered  th< 
tions;  that  Socrates  and  Phocion  hai 
the  people,  in  the  most  mellifluous  and  tl 
expressive  language  in  the  world.  It  w 
that  so  many  unjust  acts  were  committed, 
many  iniquitous  and  cruel  decrees  wei 
nounced.  This  was,  perhaps,  the  spot 
Aristides  was  exiled,  where  the  entire  ] 
tion  of  a  city  was  sentenced  to  die,  where  i 
nation  was  doomed  to  slavery.  But  it  w 
too  that  illustrious  citizens  raised  their  gi 
voices  against  the  tyrants  of  their  countr 
justice  triumphed,  that  truth  was  heard. 

Having  sufiicieut  time  left  before  da 
proceeded  from  the  Pnyx  to  the  hill  of  t! 
seum.  This  hill  is  crowned  by  the  nio 
of  Philopapus,  a  monument  in  a  bad  tasi 
in  this  instance  it  is  the  person,  and  i 
tomb,  that  deserves  the  attention  of  the  trs 
This  obscure  Philopapusi  whose  sepulchre 
at  such  a  distance,  lived  during  the  re 
Trajan. 

We  then  returned  into  Athens.  It  wa 
and  the  consul  sent  to  apprise  the  govemoi 
citadel  that  we  should  pay  it  a  visit  th 
morning  before  sun-ri»e.    Oppressed  with  i 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


'4 


d  by  Google 


,:  I 


^ 


\ 


V  t«  ^ 


A  •-- 


:,  TtTu..^*-! 


\ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


STORKS.  433 

I  had  been  for  some  time  fast  asleep,  when  I  was 
suddenly  waked  by  the  Tambourine^  and  the 
Turkish  bag-pipe,  whose  discordant  tones  pro- 

I  ceeded  from  the  top  of  the  Propyla^a,  At  the 
isame  time  a  Turkish  priest  began  to  sing  the  hour 
in  Arabic,  to  the  Christians  of  the  city  of  Minerva. 
I  cannot  describe  what  I  felt ;  this  man  had  no 

'  occasion  to  mark  so  precisely  the  flight  of  time ; 
his  voice  alone,  on  this  spot,  announced  but  too 

I   clearly  the  lapse  of  ages ! 

This  fickleness  of  human  things  is  the  more 

:  striking,  as  it  forms  a  contrast  with  the  stability 
of  the  rest  of  nature.  As  if  to  mock  the  revolu- 
tions of  human  societies,  the  very  animals  are 
liable  to  no  convulsions  in  their  empires,  to  no 
alterations  in  their  mannerls.  When  we  were  on 
the  hill  of  the  Museum,  I  observed  a  number  of 
storks  foi-ming  in  battalion,  and  speeding  their 
flight  towards  Africa.  Thus  for  two  thousand 
years  they  have  performed  the  same  journey ; 
they  have  remained  independent  and  happy  in 
the  city  of  Solon,  as  well  as  in  the  town  of  the 
chief  of  the  black  eunuchs.  From  their  lofty 
nests,  which  no  revolutions  can  reach,  they  have 
beheld  a  total  change  in  the  race  of  mortals  be- 
neath them:  while  impious  generations  have 
sprung  upon  the  tombs  of  religious  generations, 
the  young  stork  has  never  ceased  to  feed  his  aged 
parent.  If  I  pause  to  indulge  in  these  reflec- 
tions, it  is  because  the  stork  is  a  favourite  with 
travellers; — the  prophet  Jeremiah   says,   Mike 
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them^  it  knoweth  the  seasons  in  the  heaveni 
htfd  seen  these  birds  perched  on  the  wigwa 
the  savage:  On  meeting  with  them  aga 
another  speoies  of  desert,  on  the  ruins  o1 
Parthenon,  I  could  not  forbear  deYoting  a 
words  to  my  old  companions. 

The  next  morning,  at  half  past  four»  we 
up  to  Uie  citadeh  The  top  of  the  hill  is 
rounded  with  walls,  partly  of  ancient  aiid  p 
of  modern  construction :  other  walls  fon 
encompassed  its  base.  In  the  space  comp 
within  these  walls  are,  in  the  first  place 
relics  of  the  Propylaea,  and  the  ruiiijjs  of  the  te 
of  Victory.  Behind  the  Propyl ir a,  on  the 
towards  the  city,  you  next  find  the  Pandros 
and  the  double  temple  of  Neptune  Etecthem 
Minerva  Polias;  lastly,  on  the  most  ele^ 
point  of  the  Acropolis,  stands  the  temple  oi 
nervar  The  rest  of  the  space  is  covered 
the  rubbish  of  ancient  and  modern  buildings 
with  the  teats,  arms,  and  barracks  of  the  Tui 

The  summit  of  the  rock  of  the  citadel  is  i 
eight  hundred  feet  long,  and  four  hundred  bi 
its  figure  is,  nearly  an  oval,  with  the  narn 
^d  next  to  Mount  Hymettus.  It  should  a{ 
to  ko  a  pedestal  formed  expressly  for  the  pui 
of  supporting  the  magnificent  structures  by  ^ 
it  Mfas  crowned;  and  without  repeating  here 
every  one  may  find  elsewhere,  I  shall  co 
myself  with  making  a  few  general  re  fleet  iom 

Hie  first  thing  that  strikes  you  in  the  ed 
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of  Athens,  is  the  beautiful  colour  of  those  monu* 
ments.  In  our  climate,  in  an  atmosphere  over- 
charged with  smoke  and  rain,  stone  of  the  purest 
white  soon  turns  black,  or  of  a  greenish  hue.  The 
serene  sky,  and  the  brilliant  sun  of  Greece,  merely 
communicate  to  the  marble  of  Paros  and  Pen- 
leleius,  a  golden  tint,  resembling  that  of  ripe  corn, 
or  the  autumnal  foliage. 

The  correctness,  the  simplicity,  and  the  har- 
mony of  the  proportions,  next  demand  admiration. 
You  here  see  neither  order  upon  order,  column 
upon  column,  nor  dome  upon  dome.  The  temple 
of  Minerva,  for  example,  is  a  simple  oblong 
parrallelogram,  adorned  with  a  vestibule,  a  por- 
tico, and  raised  upon  three  steps,  which  run  all 
round. 

This  portico  occupied  near  one-third  of  the 
total  length  of  the  edifice.  The  [interior  of  the 
temple  was  divided  into  two  distinct  naves,  which 
were  separated  by  a  wall,  and  which  received  all 
their  light  from  the  door.  In  one  was  seen  the 
statue  of  Mineirva,  the  work  of  Phidias ;  -and  in 
the  other  was  kept  the  treasure  of  the  Athenians. 
The  columns  of  the  vestibule  and  portico  rested 
immediately  upon  the  steps  of  the  temple  :  they 
were  without  bases,  fluted,  and  of  the  Doric 
order :  they  were  forty-two  feet  in  height,  and 
seventeen  and  a  half  in  diameter  at  the  bottom ; 
the  intercolumniation  was  seven  feet  four  inches ; 
and  the  whole  stinicture  was  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  feet  in  length,  and  ninety-eight  and 
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a  half  in  breadth.  The  frieze  of  the  vestibule 
was  decorated  with  triglyphs  of  the  Doric  order : 
small  tablets  of  marble,  intervened  between  the 
triglyphs.  On  these  tablets,  Phidias  or  his  pupils 
had  sculptured  the  battle  between  the  Centaurs 
and  the  Lapithae.  The  top  of  the  wall  of  the 
temple,  or  the  frieze  of  the  Cella,  was  decorated 
with  another  basso  relievo,  probably  representing 
the  festival  of  the  Panathenaca.  Pieces  of  ex- 
cellent sculpture,  but  of  the  time  of  Adrian,  the 
period  of  the  renovation  of  the  art,  adorned  the 
two  pediments  of  the  temple.  Votive  offerings, 
and  likewise  the  shields  taken  from  the  enemy  in 
the  Persian  war,  were  suspended  on  the  outside 
of  the  edifice.  The  circular  marks  left  by  the 
latter  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  architrave  of  the 
pediment  facing  Mount  Hymettus,  This  circum- 
stance leads  us  to  pi'esume  that  the  entrance  was 
on  that  side,  contrary  to  the  general  opinion^ 
which  places  it  at  the  opposite  end.  Between 
these  shields  were  placed  inscriptions,  probably 
in  letters  of  brass,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
marks  of  the  nails  by  which  they  were  aiBxed* 
It  is  conceived  that  these  nails  might  perhaps 
have  served  to  fasten  up  garlands.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  if  the  Turks  would  give  permission, 
the  inscriptions  of  the  Parthenon  might  be  de- 
ciphered by  these  marks. 

Such  was  the  temple,  justly  considered  as  the 
master-piece  of -architecture,  both  ancient  and 
modern.    The  harmony  and  the  strength  of  all 
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its  parts  are  still  conspicuous  in  its  ruins ;  for  we 
shonld  form  a  very  erroneous  idea  of  it,  were  we 
to  represent  it  to  ourselves  as  merely  a  handsome 
but  small  structure,  loaded  with  chasing  and  fes- 
toons, in  our  manner.  There  is  always  something 
puny  in  our  architecture  when  we  aim  at  elegance,, 
or  heavy  when  we  aspire  to  majesty. 

Architecture,  considered  as  an  art,  is  in  its- 
principle  eminently  religious :  it  was  invented  for 
the  worship  of  the  Deity.  The  Greeks,  who  had 
a  multitude  of  gods,  were  led  to  different  kinds, 
of  edifices,  according  to  the  ideas  which  they 
entertained  of  the  different  powers  of  those  gods. 
We,  who  adore  but  one  single  Author  of  nature,, 
have,  properly  speaking,  but  one  single  natural 
style  of  architecture,  the  Gothic.  In  the  Greciaa 
style  we  are  but  imitators  of  a  work,  whose  prin-i- 
ciples  we  pervert,  by  introducing  into. the  habi- 
tations of  men  those  ornaments,  which  by  the 
Greeks  were  applicable  to  the  temples  of  worship 
alone. 

Next  to  their  general  harmony,  their  accord- 
ance with  places  and  sites,  their  adaptation  to 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed,  what 
must  be  admired  in  the  edifices  of  Greece,  is  the 
high  finish  of  all  the  pails.  In  them,  the  object 
which  is  not  intended  to  be  seen,  is  wrought  with 
as  much  care  as  the  exterior  compositions.  The 
junctures  of  the  blocks  which  form  the  columns^ 
of  the  temple  of  Minerva  are  so  perfect  as  ta 
require  the  greatest  attention  to  discover  them,. 
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and  to  leave  a  mark  no  thicker  than  the  i 
thread.  In  oi'der  to  attain  this  extraordi 
perfection,  the  marble  was  first  reduced  t 
proper  shape  with  the  chisel,  after  which. 
two  pieces  were  rubbed  one  upon  the  other 
sand  and  water  thrown  upon  the  centre  of 
tion.  The  courses,  by  means  of  this  process, 
placed  with  incredible  precision. 

The  roses,  the  plinths,  the  mouldings,  th 
tragals,  all  the  details  of  the  edifice  exhibt 
same  perfection.  The  lines  of  the  capital, 
the  fluting  of  the  columns  of  the  Parthenon 
so  ^harp,  that  you  would  be  tempted  to  sup 
that  the  intire  column  had  passed  throuj 
lathe.  "No  turner's  work  in  ivory  can  be 
delicate  than  the  Ionic  ornaments  of  the  te 
of  Erectheus  :  and  the  cariatidesof  the  Pai 
seum  are  perfect  models.  If,  after  viewinj 
edifices  of  Rome,  those  of  England  appear  co 
the  structures  of  Rome  seem  barbarous  in 
turn,  after  having  seen  tlie  nu>iiiiments  of  Gn 
not  even  excepting  the  famed  Pantheon 
comparison  may  be  easily  made  at  Athens,  \i 
the  Grecian  architecture  is  often  placed 
close  to  the  architecture  of  Rome, 

I  had  fallen  into  a  common  error  respectinj 
monuments  of  the'  Greeks  ;  I  had  an  idea 
they  were  perfect  as  a  whole ^  but  deficie 
grandeur;  but  the  genius  of  the  architects 
given  in  proportional  grandeur  to  these  ii 
ments,  what  they  may  want  in  size  ;  and  At 
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reover,  is  full  of  prodigious  workjsk  The  Atfia^ 
ni,  a  people  neither  rich  nor  numerous^.raisedr 
mUtc]  piles :  the  stones,  of  the  Pnyx  are  i^b- 
ate  masses  of  rock:  the  Fropylsea  wjere  aa 
dense  undertaking,  and,  marble  sla^  with 
ich  they  were  covered,  surpassed  ip  dim^n^ 
IS  any  thing  that  was  ever  seen  of  the  kind ; 
height  ot  the  columns  of  the  temple  of  J^ipiter 
mpus,  perhaps  exceeds  sixty  feet,  and  the 
>le  temple  was  half  a  mile  in.  circumference : 
walls  of  Athens,  including  those  of  the  three 
bom's,  extended  over  a  spaice  of  near  nipe 
rues;  the  walls  which  connected  the  city  with 
Piraeus,  were  so  broad,  that  two  chariots  might 
abreast  upon  them,  and  were  flanked  with 
are  towers  at  intervals  of  fifty  paces^  Xlie 
nans  themselves  never  erected  fprtificatiUNiiB 
greater  magnitude. 

^y  what  fatality  is  it  that  these  nio^ter  pieces 
iitiquity,  wliich  the  modema  come  so  far  and 
i  such  fatigue  to  admire^  partly  owe  their 
Iruction  to  the  modei;ns'?  The  Pai?the&an 
tted  entire  in  1687 :  the  Christiana  fi;rst  con- 
;ed  it  into  a  chui^ch;  and  the  Turks,  firom 
ousy  of  the  Christians,  chaaged  it  in  their 
1  into  a  mosque.  Amidst  the  illumiiiiilfion&  of 
Dce  that  pervaded  the  seveateenth  oestary^ 
Venetians  came  and  caBmoaaded  themeim- 
ts  of  the  age  of  Pericles :  they  fijoed  red  hot 
s  on  the  Propyl a^a  and  the  temple  of  Minervra ; 
^U  fell  upou  the  lattei:,  penetrated  the  roof^ 
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49et  fire  to  some  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  blew 
up  part  of  an  edifice,  which  did  less  honour  to 
the  flilse  gods  of  Greece  than  to  human  genius. 
The  town  being  taken,  Morosini,  with  a  ^iew  to 
embellish  Venice  with  the  spoils  of  Athens,  at- 
tempted to  remove  the  statues  from  the  pediment 
<)f  the  Parthenon,  and  broke  them '  to  pieces. 
Another  modem  came,  out  of  love  to  the  arts,  to 
accomplish  the  work  of  destruction  which  the 
Venetians  had  begun. 

The  invention  of  fire  arms  is  a  fatal  circumstance 
for  the  arts.  Had  the  barbarians  of  old  been 
acquainted  with  gunpowder,  not  a  Grecian  or 
Roman  edifice  would  have  been  left  standing; 
they  would  have  blown  up  the  very  pyramids,  had 
it  been  only  to  seek  for  hidden  treasures.  One 
year  of  war  among  us,  destroys  more  buildings 
than  an  age  of  fighting  did  among  the  ancients. 
Thus  it  would  seem,  that  among  the  modems, 
every  thing  opposes  the  perfection  of  the  art; 
their  climate,  their  manners,  their  customs,  their 
dress,  and  even  their  very  discoveries. 

We  passed  the  whole  morning  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  citadel.  The  Turks  had  formeiiy 
stuck  the  minaret  of  a  mosque  to  the  portico  of 
the  Parthenon.  We  ascended  by  the  half  de- 
stroyed stair-case  of  this  ^inaret;  we  seated 
ourselves  on  a  broken  part  of  the  frieze  of  the 
temple,  and  looked  arouhd  us.  We  had  Mount 
Hymettus  on  the  east,  the  Pentelicus  on  the  north, 
the  Pames  on  the  north  west,  the  mounts  Icarus, 
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Cordyalas,  or  iBgalaea  on  the  west,  and  beyond 
the  former  was  perceived  the  summit  of  the 
Cithaeron ;  and  to  the  soath-west  and  south  ap« 
peared  the  sea,  the  Piraeus,  the  coasts  of  Salamis, 
iBgina,  Epidaurus,  and  the  citadel  of  Corinth. 

Below  us,  in  the  hollow,  whose  circumference 
I  have  just  described,  were  seen  the  hills  and 
most  of  the  monuments  of  Athens ;  to  the  south- 
west the  hill  of  the  Museum,  with  the  tomb  of 
Philopappus  ;  to  the  west  the  rocks  of  the  Areo- 
pagus, the  Pnyx,  and  the  Lycabettus ;  to  the 
north  the  little  Mount  Achesmus,  and  to  the  east 
the  hills  which  overlook  the  Stadium.  At  the  very 
foot  of  the  citadel  lay  the  ruins  of  the  theatre  of 
Bacchus,  and  of  Herodes  Atticus.  To  the  left 
of  these  ruins  stood  the  huge  detached  columns 
of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius:  and  still 
farther  off,  looking  toward  the  north-west,  we 
perceived  the  'site  of  the  Lyceum,  the  course 
of  the  Ilissus,  the  Stadium,  and  a  temple  of  Diana 
or  Ceres.  In  the'  west  and  north-west  quarter, 
towards  the  large  wood  of  olive-trees,  our  guide 
pointed  out  the  site  of  the  outer  Ceramicus,  the 
Academy,  and  its  road  bordered  with  tombs. 
Lastly,  [in  the  walls  formed  by  the  Anchesmus 
and  the  citadel  was  seen  the  modem  town. 

You  must  now  figure  to  yourself  all  this  space, 
partly  waste,  and  covered  with  a  yellow  heath  ; 
partly  interspersed  with  olive-groves,  fields  of 
barley,  and  vineyards.  The  imagination  must 
represent  shafts  of  columns  and  heaps  of  ancient 
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and  modern  ruins,  scattered  among  these 

yated  lands ;  and  whitened  walls,   and  th 

closures  of  gardens  intersecting  them.   You 

scatter  over  this  space  Albanian  women  fet 

water,  or  washing  the  garments  of  the  Tui 

the  wells;  peasants  going  and  coming,  di 

asses,  or  carrying  provisions  on  their  backs  1 

city.    You  must  conceive   all   these   mom 

which  have  such  striking  names^  all  these 

brated  ruins,  all  these  islands,  all  these  se 

less  famous,  illumined  by  a  brilliant  light, 

the   summit  of  the  Acropolis,  I  beheld  tin 

rise  between  the  two  peaks  of  Mount  Hyme 

thie  crows  which  build  their  nests  arounc 

citadel,  but  never  soar  to  its  summit,  ho^ 

below  us :  their  black  and  polished  wings 

tinged  with  roseate  hues  by  the  first  ra 

beams  of  Aurora ;  columns  of  light  blue  si 

ascended  in  the  shade,  along  the  sides   6 

Hymettus,  and  marked  the  gardens  when 

bees  are  kept;  Athens,  the  Acropolis,  and  the 

of  the  Parthenon,  were  coloured  with  the 

beautiful  tints  of  peach-blossom ;  the  sculp 

of  Phidias  struck  horizontally  by  a  ray  of 

started  into  life,  and  seemed  to  move  upon 

marble,  from  the  mobility  of  the  shadows  ol 

relief :  in  the  distance,  the  sea,  and  the  Pii 

were  perfectly  white  with  the  light;  and 

citadel  of  Corinth,  reflecting  the  brifliancy  o 

rising  day,  glowed  on  the  southern  horizon 

%  rock  of  purple  and  fire. 
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from  the  i^pt  where  yre  were  placed,  we  might 
ip  the  prosperous  times  of  Athens  have  seen  her 
i^ets  standing  out  of  the  Piraeus  to  engage  the 
^qemy,  o|:  tP  repair  to  the  feasts  of  Delos;  we 
might  have  heard  the  griefs  of  OSdipe,  Philoct^tus, 
^d  Heciih^,  burst  from  the  theatre  of  Bacchus ; 
fre  might  have  listened  to  the  applauses  of  the 
citia^ns,  and  the  orations  of  Demosthenes.  But, 
^asl  no  sound  met  our  ears,  save  a  few  shouts 
%om  aa  enslayed  populace,  issuing  at  intervals 
from  those  walls  which  so  long  re-«choed  thf 
voice  of  a  free  people.  To  console  myself,  I 
:8aid  what  we  are  obliged  to  be  continually  re- 
peating ;  Every  thing  passes  away,  every  thing 
must  have  an  end  in  this  world.  Whither  are 
^ed  those  divine  geniuses,  who  reared  the  temple 
on  whose  ruins  I  was  seated'}  This  sun,  which 
perhaps  beamed  yesterday  on  the  last  moment  of 
the  poor  peasant  girl  of  Megara,  had  witnessed 
the  death  of  the  brilliant  Aspasia.  This  picture 
of  Attica,  this  ^ectacle  which  I  contemplated, 
had  been  surveyed  by  eyes  that  have  been  closed 
^bove  two  thousand  years.  I  too  shall  soon  be  no 
more;  and  other  mortals,  transitory  as  myself, 
will  make  the  same  reflections  on  the  same  ruins  1 

On  returning  from  the  citadel  we  went  to  din- 
ner, and  in  the  evening  walked  to  the  Stadium, 
OD  the  other  side  of  the  Uissus.  The  Stadium  has 
perfectly  retained  its  form ;  but  the  marble  seats 
T«rith  which  it  was  adorned  are  no  longer  to  be 
Been.    As  to  the  Uissus,  its  channel  J3  now  dry. 
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If  ydu  dig  ever  so  little  in  the  bed  of  the  Ilissw, 
you  a[re  certain  to  find  water  at  a  very  small  depth 
below  the  surface ;  and  this  is  so  well  known  to 
the  Albanian  women,  that  they  make  a  hole  in 
the  bottom  of  the  ravine,  when  they  are  goin^r  to^ 
wash  linen,  and  immediately  meet  with  water 
It  is  therefore  highly  probable,  that  the  channel 
of  the  Ilissus  has  been  gradually  choked  with 
stones  and  gravel,  washed  down  from  the  hiiis^ 
and  that  the  water  at  present  runs  between  two 
beds  of  sand. 

On  our  return  from  the  Ilissus,  we  passed  over 
waste  grounds,  where  the  site  of  the  Lyceum  must 
be  sought.  We  next  came  to  the  large  detached 
columns,  standing  in  that  quarter  of  the  city 
which  was  denominated  new  Athens,  or  the  Athens 
of  the  emperor  Adrian.  These  pillars  are  the  re- 
mains of  thePortico  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty 
columns ;  which  it  is  presumed  belonged  to  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Olympus.  They  are  so  con- 
sidered by  travellers.  On  a  portion  of  the  archi- 
trave, which  still  connects  two  of  these  columns, 
is  seen  a  mean  building,  formerly  the  habitation 
of  a  hermit.  '  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  how  this 
hut  could  have  been  built  on  the  capitals  of  these 
prodigious  columns,  which  are  perhaps  upwards 
of  sixty  feet  in  height.  Thus,  this  vast  temple, 
at  which  the  Athenians  worked  for  seven  hundred 
years ;  which  all  the  kings  of  Asia  coveted  the 
honour  of  finishing ;  which  Adrian,  the  master  of 
the  world,  had  alone  the  glory  to  complete :  this 
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tuple  has  been  laid  low  by  the  attacks  of  time, 
d  the  cell  of  an  Anchorite  still  continues  stand- 
r  upon  its  ruins !  a  miserable  hovel  of  plaster  is 
ppoiled  in  the  air  by  two  columns  of  marblej^. 

if  fortune  had  determmed  to  exhibit  to  maiw 
id  on  this  inag;n ill  cent  pedestal^  a  monument: 
th  of  her  triumphs  and  her  caprices. 
These  colunuis^  though  much  more  lofty  than^ 
3se  of  the  Parthenon,  are  far  inferior  to  them  ia. 
auty  :  the  degeneracy  of  the  art  is  observable 

them ;  but  as  they  stand  insulated  and'  scat-v 
red  aver  a  naked  space,  they  produce  a  sur-. 
isiug^  effectp  I  stopped  at  their  basesto  listen, 
the  wind  whistling*;  about  their  summits:  they 
^ernble  those  solitai*y  palm-trees  which  are  here^ 
d  there  to  be  seen  among  the  ruins  of  Alexan- 
ia.  When  the  Turks  are  threatened  with. cala- 
ties  of  any  kind,  they  bring  a  lamb  to  this  place, 
d  force  it  to  bleat  while  they  hold  u:p  its  head^ 
rt^ards  the  sky.  Unable. to  find  thei  voice  of 
loccnce  among  men,  they  have  recourse  to  the 
ung  of  the  harmless  sheep  to  avert  the  wrath 
heaven  1 

We  returned  to  Athens  through  tlle^gate,  over 
ich  is  seen  the  well-known  inscrifli^tn : 

THIS    IS    THE    CITY   OP  ADRIAN, 
AND  NOT  THE    CITY   OP  THESEUS. 
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Account  of  the  ancient  Monnments  of  Athetis 
tinued.-^Her  Majesty's  Excursions  in  At 
and  its  Neighbourhood. — The  Harbours  of  i 
lereus  and  Pirteus. — The  supposed  Site  0/ 
Temples  of  Juno  and  Ceres. — The  Tomb  of  j 
tides. — Monument  imagined  to  be  that  of 
mistocles. — Impressive  Solitude  of  the  Atht 
Harbours.  —  The  J^empie  of  the  fflnds  — 
markahle  religious  Ceremonies  observed  i 
bij  Dervises. — Mussulman  ffbmen — Refiec 
on  their  Condition — Their  singular  Cerem 
in  the  Contraction  and  Consummation  of  I 
riage  described, 

^^N  a  delightful  morning  we  mounted  our  h< 

•veiw  ^'^y^Yi  ^nd  leaving  the  city,  took  the  ro; 

the  Phalereiis,     As  we  approached  the  sea 

vCOast  gradually  became  more  elevated,  anc 

-minated  in  heights,  the  buildings  of  which 

to  the  east  and  west,  the  harbours  of  Phal 

,und  Pirseus-     On  the  beach  of  the  Phalereu 

tdiscerued  traces  of  the  walls  that  encomp 

the  port,  and  other  ruins  which  were  heaps  o^ 

bish:  these  were,  perhaps,  the  temples  of 

and  Ceres.    Near  this   spot,  lay  the  little 

and  tomb  of  Aristides.     We  went  down  t 
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ktibour,  a  cifcttlar  basin,  with  a  bbttoth  of  fine 
sand,  capable  of  containing  about  fifty  boats. 
This:  was  exactly  the  number  that  Menestheus 
eonducted  to  Troy. 

From  the  haiiiour  of  Phalereus  we  proceeded 
to  that  of  Munychia,  which  is  of  an  oval  figure, 
and  rather  larger  than  the  Ibnnen    Lastly,  turn- 
ing the  extremity  of  a  craggy  hill,  and  advancing   . 
from  cape  to  cape,  we  reached  the  Piraeus,    Our 
guide  stopped  in  the  curvature,  formed  by  a: 
neck  of  land,  to  shew  us  a  sepulchre  excavated 
in  the  rock  :  it  is  how  without  roof,  and  is  upoa- 
a  level  with  the  sea.    By  the  regular  flowing  and 
ebbing  of  the  tide,  it  is  alternately  covered  and 
Ifeft  exposed,  by  turns  full  and  empty.     At  the 
distance  of  a  few  paces  on  the  shore  are  seen  the 
remains  of  a  monument.    It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
learned,  that  in  this  place  the  bones  of  Themis-- 
tocles  were  deposited.  This  interesting  discovery 
is,  however,  contested.    It  is  objected,  that  the 
fragments  scattered  around,  are  too  fine  to  have 
been  the  tomb  of  Themistocles ;  and  that,   ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  geojgraphers  quoted  by 
Plutarch,  this  tomb  was  in  reality  an  altar. 

All  travellers  are  astonished  at  the  solitude  of 
the  Piraeus :  we  were  much  impressed  by  it.  We 
had  explored  a  desert  coast,  had  surveyed  three 
harbours,  and. in  these  three  harbours  had  not 
perceived  one  single  vessel.  Nothing  was  to  be 
seen 'but  ruins,  rocks,  and  the  sea ;  and  no  sound 
met  the  ear,  save  the  cries  of  the  king-fisHer^ 
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and  the  dadhing  of  the  surges  against  the 
of  Themistocles^  producing  au  incessant  m 
in  this  abode  of  eternal  silence.  Washed 
by  the  billows,  the  ashes  of  the  conquei 
Xerxes  reposed  beneath  them,  coninunglei 
the  bones  of  the  vanquished  Persians.  I 
my  eye  sought  the  temple  of  Venus,  the 
gallery,  and  the  statue  emblematic  of  the  \ 
X)f  Athens :  the  image  of  that  inexorable  f 
was  for  ever  fallen,  near  the  well,  to  whii 
^exiled  citizens  repaired,  to  no  purpose,  i 
claim  their  country.  Instead  of  those  supt 
senals,  those  porticos  whence  the  galleys 
lanched,  and  whence  reverberated  the  sho 
the  seamen;  instead  of  those  edifices,  resen 
the  city  of  Rhodes  in  their  appearance  and  b* 
we  now  saw  nothing  but  a  dilapidated  convei 
a  magazine  in  ruins.  Here,  in  a  wretched 
wood,  a  Turkish  custom-house  officer  sits  t 
year  round,  the  lonely  sentinel  of  the  coasts 
model  of  stupid  patience  :  whole  months  < 
without  his  witnessing  the  arrival  of  a 
vessel.  Such  is  the  present  deplorable  con 
of  these  once  famous  harbours.  What  cat 
destroyed  so  many  of  the  stupendous  raonu 
of  the  arts  of  mankind  "l 

The  port  of  the  Piraeus  forms  a  bow,  tl 
«nds  of  which  approach  so  near  to  each  ot 
to  leave  only  a  narrow  passage  ;  it  is  now 
the  Lion's  Port,  from  a  lion  of  marble,  whic 
formerly  to  be  seen  there,  but  was  reraoi 
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Venice  byMorosiai  in  1686.    The  interior  of  the 

harbour  was  divided  into  three  basins.     You  still 

see  a  wet  dock,  almost  half  filled  up,  which  may ' 

possibly  have  been  one  of  them.    The  historian 

Strabo  affirms,  that  the  great  port  of  Athens  was 

capable  of  holding  four  hundred  ships,  and  Pliny 

swells  the  number  to  a  thousand.    Fifty  of  the 

brigs  of  modern  Europe  would  completely  fill  it^ 

and  two  of  our  frigates  would  not  ride  there  at 

their  ease,  with  a  considerable  length  of  cable.  But 

the  water  is  deep,  and  the  bottom  excellent ;  so 

that  in  the  hands  of  a  civilized  nation,  the  Piraeus 

might  even  now  become  an  important  harbour. 

The  only  warehouse  now  to  be  seen  there  is  of 

French  origin,  having  been  erected  by  M.  Gaspari, 

formerly  the  Consul  of  France,  at  Athens.    Thus 

it  is  not  long  since  the  Athenians  were  repre-^ 

sented  at  the  port  of  the  Piraeus,  by  the  nation 

which  bears  the  nearest  resemblance  to  them. 

Having  rested  for  a  short  time  for  refreshment 
at  the  custom-house,  and  at  the  monastery  of 
St.  Spiridion,  Her  Majesty  returned  to  Athens  by 
the  road  from  the  Piraeus.  We  perceived  the 
remains  of  the  long  wall  the  entire  extent  of  the 
way.  We  passed  the  tomb  of  Antiope  the  Ama- 
zon. .We  rode  among  the  most  beautiful  low 
vines,  as  in  Burgundy.  We  stopped  at  the  public 
reservoirs,  and  under  olive-trees ;  and  I  had  the 
mortification  to  find  that  those  precious  remains 
of  antiquity,  the  tomb  of  Menander,  the  cenotaph 
of  Euripides,  and  the  little  temple  dedicated  to 
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Socrates,  no  longer  exist ;  or  rather,  us  we  may 
suppose^  they  have  not  yet  been  discovered.  Wc 
pursued  our  way,  and  on  approaching  the  Mu- 
seum, our  guides  pointed  out  to  us  a  path  winding 
up  the  side  of  a  hill.  This  path,  they  informed  us, 
had  been  made  by  a  Russian  artist,  who  every 
day  repaired  to  the  same  spot  to  take  views  of 
Athens.     If  genius  be  no  other  than  patience,  as 
some  philosophers  have   asserted,   this  painter 
must  certainly  possess  a  considerable  share  of 
that  quality. 

Tt  is  near  four  miles  from  Athens  to  the  Pha- 
lereus ;  three  or  four  from  the  Phalereus  to  the 
Piraeus,  following  the  windings  of  the  coast,  and 
five  from  Piraeus  to  Athens ;  so  that,  on  our  return 
to  the  city,  Her  Majesty  had  made  a  tour  of  about 
twelve  miles  in  this  excursion. 
*  The  temple  of  the  four  Winds  is  an  exquisite 
structure,  in  fine  preservation ;  and  the  exterior 
is  ornamented  with  the  most  beautiful  sculpture, 
descriptive  of  the  powers  to  which  'it  was  held 
sacred  :  this  temple  is  at  present,  however,  con- 
verted into  a  mosque,  and  here  the  dervises  per- 
form their  singular  and  most  extravagant  ceremo* 
nies.  Never  surely  was  any  scene  witnessed  more 
extraordinary,  more  frightful !  In  the  outset  of 
the  ceremony,  the  premier  or  chief  dervise  sings 
or  chants  a  kind  of  hymn,  which  the  rest  of  tbe 
"party  repeat  after  him  :  they  then  seize  him  with 
seeming  violence  by  the  hand,  and  utter  such 
incoherent  and  dreadful  cries,  that  they  appear 
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lose  their  breath,  and  actually  seem  on  the 
f  point  of  suffocation.  Two  of  them  then  strip 
their  gowns,  their  shoes,  and  their  turbans, 
L  tlieir  bosoms  with  an  enraged  air,  tear  up 
r  dishevelled  locks,  like  furies,  from  every 
:  of  their  heads,  shriek  and  cry  out  again  till 
f  are  again  out  of  breath,  and  then  whirl  and 
I  themselves  rapidly  round,  until  their  eyes 
s^  dim,  and  they  fall  to  the  earth.  Afterwards 
e  comes  forward  another  in  the  same  way, 
I  his  hair  wild  and  dishevelled,  his  dress  half 
}ped  off,  and  a  dagger  or  knife  grasped  in  his 
d,  which,  after  many  horrid  gestured,  he  plunges 
his  own  bosom  :  the  rest  of  this  extraordinary 
ip  wipe  up  the  blood  with  their  hair:  one 
hem  takes  a  drop,  and  smears  it  on  his  face, 
the  others  instantly  lay  hold  of  him,  and  toss 
about  violently  among  them,  until  he  be- 
es senseless  and  falls.  All  then  throw  aside 
r  turbans,  the  music  commehces  a  quick  air, 
they  again  spin  or  turn  round  as  if  distracted, 
;I,  kiss  the  earth,  and  rise  again.  The  chief 
st  now  holds  a  crown  in  his  hand,  and  cries 
olan  la  Mahomed,  Nolan  la;"  and  the  rest 
!at  the  same  words,  in  different  tones,  and  the 
t  confused  and  incoherent  manner.  The  priest 
1;  places  himself  in  the  direction  of  Mecca, 
ere  lies  the  tomb  of  their  prophet)  and  in  this 
tion  bows  repeatedly,  and  profoundly;  in 
:h  salutations  his  example  is  followed  by  the 
^rs,  who  bow  in  the  same  manner,  and  turn 
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rapidly  round  again  to  the  sound  of  a  sc 
music,  but  which  is  indeed  little  better  tha 
striking  together  of  a  pair  of  sandals,  Th 
length  conclude  by  embracing  each  other, 
kneeling,  with  great  seeming  devotion,  kis 
earth.  It  is  impossible,  without  witness! iifj 
ludicrous  and  uncouth  scene,  to  form  a  cc 
idea  of  the  sensations  which  are  called  for 
It :  at  one  moment  it  is  difficidt  tor  one  to  re 
laughter;  at  another,  pity  and  dread  powei 
contend  for  the  lupstery,  I  was  myself  so 
come  by  terror,  that  I  involuntarily  seiz 
native  who  was  at  my  side  for  support,  and 
bled  from  head  to  foot  in  extreme  agitatioi 
is  forbidden  to  be  a  spectator  of  these  ho 
ceremonies,  but  Her  Majesty  had  asked  es[ 
permission,  and  obtained  it  as  a  high  favour 

The  extreme  singularity  of  the  Turkish  cu! 
as  respects  their  women,  renders  it  almos 
possible  to  pass  a  day  among  them  withou 
periencing  some  violence  done  to  our  Eun 
habits  and  modes  of  thinking  iu  that  res 
whicli  disturbs  the  thoughts  and  the  pm 
Of  their  many  singularities  on  this  head, 
are  perhaps  none  which  more  astonish  an  En 
man  than  their  extraordinary  customs  in  the 
strnction  of  their  marriages. 

The  Mussulman  women  live  very  retired 
do  not  appear  in  public  without  a  veil,  and 
ments  which  conceal  their  figure,  and  dii 
their  whole  body :  there  is  no  one  but  the  hui 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


MARRIAGE  PR£LIMINARI£S.  453 

and  the  nearest  relations,  such  as  the  fathers,  the 
brothers,  ancjl  the  uncles  german,  who  sometimegl 
have  access  to  the  harems,  can  see  a  Mussul- 
man woman  with  her  face  uncovered.  The  man 
who  wishes  to  marry,  cai}  be  acquainted  with  the 
charms  of  the  person  and  the  attractions  of  the 
mind  of  his  future  wife,  only  from  the  account 
of  some  female  relation  or  friend,  or  of  some  in- 
termediatrix  of  an  advanced  age :  commonly  the 
latter  gives  every  information  that  is  wanted, 
tries  to  smooth  all  difficulties  which  may  arise, 
and  prepares  and  arranges  all  matters.  When  the 
relations  are  agreed  among  theiAselves,  they  fix 
the  sum  that  the  husband  shall  give  as  a  present 
to  his  wife,  as  a  price.  An  inventory  is  taken  of 
every  thing  that  belongs  to  the  latter,  in  furniture, 
clothes,  money,  or  property,  because  every  thing 
is  to  be  restored  to  her  in  case  of  divorce  or  re- 
pudiation. When  she  dies  without  children,  the 
husband  keeps  a  part  of  what  he  has  received, 
and  returns  the  other  to  the  relations,  as  is  re- 
gulated by  the  law. 

The  preliminaries  being  settled,  the  future 
husband,  the  father,  or  the  nearest  relation  of  the 
young  lady,  go  with  two  witnesses  to  the  house 
of  the  cadi,  in  order  to  get  him  to  sign  the  articles 
of  the  marriage,  and  obtain  a  permission  for  -it  in 
writing.  The  celebration  of  the  marriage  cannot 
take  place  but  on  the  eve  of  the  Friday,  which 
answers  among  the  Mussulmans  to  the  Sunday  of 
the  Christians,  and  to  the  Saturday  of  the  Jews 
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One  or  two  days  before,  the  young  lady  is 
ducted  to  the  bath^  where  she  is  subjecte 
depilation  for  the  first  time.  On  the  day  o 
wedding,  she  dresses  herself  in  the  richest  cl< 
that  she  can  procure,  and  covers  herself 
jewels,  pearls,  and  pieces  of  money,  whicli 
relations  very  often  borrow.  They  try  to 
hellish  the  young  lady's  face,  by  colourii 
with  red,  white,  and  blue,  and  by  painting 
eye-brows  and  eye-lids  black.  In  certain  c 
tries,  they  next  colour  the  arms  and  hands 
black,  paint  the  nails  yellow  or  black,  an< 
feet  an  orange  colour  yellow  ;  lastly,  they  \ 
with  art,  on  the  head-dress,  and  among  the  bj 
which  hang  behind,  flowerj^,  pearls,  prec 
stones,  and  gold  coin.  In  Egypt  and  in  S 
these  braids  are  very  numerous,  and  each  is 
minated  by  one  or  more  sequins. 

Thus  adjusted,  and  placed  on  a  seat  more 
vated  than  the  sofa,  she  is  to  compose 
carriage,  cast  her  eyes  down  or  keep  them  i 
while  a  troop  of  women  invited  to  the  feast 
themselves  up  to  joy,  and  various  dances 
performed,  the  company  singing  or  playin( 
different  instruments. 

At  night,  the  female  relations  of  the  husl 
and  some  women  invited  by  them,  come 
flambeaux  and  a  noisy  band  of  music  to  the  h 
of  the  young  lady,  in  order  to  take  her  to  th; 
the  husband.  She  goes  out  accompanied  b) 
female  relations  and  friendb:  the  men  do 
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follow  her,  but  remain  at  their  homes^  amusing 
themselves. 

Being  arrived  at  the  husband's  house,  she  is 
perfumed  and  placed  on  an  elevated  seat,  pre- 
pared on  purpose  for  her.  All  the  vromen  not 
belonging  to  the  family  go  out  a  moment  after, 
and  there  no  longer  remain  any  but  the  female 
relations  of  the  contracted  couple. 

The  bridegroom,  during  this  time,  is  in  another 
apartment,  where  his  relations,  and  some  young 
men  whom  he  has  invited,  perfume  him,  dreifi 
him  in  his  richest  clothes,  and  sing  songs  analo- 
gous to  the  ceremony. 

A  moment  after,  all  the  men,  accompanied  by 
their  music^  sally  forth  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
mosque.  They  say  their  prayers  with  the  greatest 
composure,  after  which  they  come  to  the  door 
of  the  huband's  house,  where  he  enters,  accom- 
panied only  by  his  relations.  While  the  husband 
is  at  the  mosque,  the  bride  is  brought  into  the 
apartments  that  are  intended  for  her.  On  re- 
turning from  the  mosque,  the  father  of  the  hus- 
band, or  any  other  relation  the  most  advanced  in 
years,  leads  by  the  hand  the  husband  to  his  wife, 
presents  him  to  her,  and  retires.  There  now  re- 
mains with  them  no  one  but  the  midwife,  or  a 
female  relation,  who  serves  up  a  supper  to  the 
husband,  while  the.wife  continues  standing  before 
him  in  a  very  humble  attitude.  After  supper, 
the  latter  presents  to  her  husband  a  basin,  water, 
and  a  towels  in  order  that  he  may  wash  and  wipe 
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himself:  she  then  gives  him  a  pipe  and  coffee, 
after  which  she  herself  sups.  When  she  has 
Bupped,  the  midwife  withdraws,  and  the  married 
couple  remain  by  themselves. 

On  the  succeeding  day  the  bride  is  required 
to  be  in  a  modest  attitude:  she  is  to  observe 
silence,  keep  her  eyes  cast  down,  and  to  remain 
quiet  on  the  sofa,  while  all  the  women  around 
her  are  abandoning  themselves  to  joy  and  the 
most  unbounded  expressions  of  merriment  and 
gladness. 

In  some  of  the  Qreek  islands,  such  is  the  extre- 
mity to  which  the  Turkish  yoke  is  enforced  on 
them,   and  such  their  extraordinary   modes   of 
exercising  their  will,  that  a  Greek  inhabitant  is 
not  allowed  to  marry  without  the  express  per- 
mission of  the  aga  or  governor,  which  he  is  in  all 
cases  compelled  to  purchase  by  a  present  pro- 
portioned to  his  utmost  means,  and  the  fitness  of 
which  is  rigorously  examined  into.     A  sheep,  a 
lamb,  fowls,  &c.  are  the   general  offerings  ob 
these  occasions.     If  the  fair  one  should  chance 
to  please  the  taste  of  the  aga,  he  even  sometimes 
determines,  in  the  unbounded  licence  of  his  power, 
to  keep  herjorhimself,  and  this  without  any  one, 
much  less  the  abused  husband,  daring  to  oppose 
or  question  the  abominable  tyranny.    The  cudgel 
at  least  is  ever  ready  for  the  shoulders  of  the 
miserable  and  reluctant  Greek ;  and  woe  be  to 
the  audacious  man  who  should  be  rash  enough  to 
prefer  a  complaint  to  the  pacha  of  the  provincei 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BACHBLOKS.  457 

or  to  the  Porte  !  He  would  assuredly  pay  with 
his  fortune^  and  frequently  with  his  head,  for  the 
boldness  of  such  a  step.  The  aga,  in  such  a  case, 
is  supposed  to  marry  the  woman  with  her  free 
consent.  Ottoman  manners  oppose  his  living 
with  her;  and  if  she  persisted  in  refusing  to 
receive  his  hand,  however  powerful  the  aga  might 
be,  he  would  be  obliged  to  desist  from  his  pre- 
tensions. Not  unfrequently,  after  having  kept 
this  Greek  woman  two  or  three  years,  he  turns 
her  off  for  another,  obtained  in  the  same  brutal 
and  licentious  way,  and  marries  the  now  discarded 
female  to  some  Greek  inhabitant,  who  dares  not 
for  his  life  refuse  her.  It  is  asserted,  that  it  is 
uncommon  for  a  Greek  woman  not  to  consider 
herself  flattered  at  thus  sharing  the  bed  of  her 
lord,  whether  he  be  young  or  old,-  whatever  may 
be  the  shame  which  the  men  attach  to  it,  and  the 
fate  which  she  must  inevitably  experience  sooner 
or  later ;  so  true  is  it,  that  here,  as  every  where, 
authority  is  seductive,  and  vanity  not  to  be  resisted. 
Married  men  are  not  permitted  to  quit  some 
of  the  islands,  unless  they  are  either  mariners 
or  merchants.  There  has  been  seen  hanging* 
to  the  mast  of  his  boat  a  captain  of  a  vessel, 
who  had  dared  to  infringe  this  oppressive  law, 
and  who  had,  by  stealth,  carried  some  unhappy  , 
beings  to  the  gulf  of  Ephesus.  Bachelors  are, 
nevertheless,  permitted  to  go  and  work  in  the 
Morea  and  elsewhere ;  but  a  tax  of  sixty  parats, 
or  two  piastres  (about  3*.  6d.  English  money)  per 
head,  is  required  of  them  before  their  departuret 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 


Modem  Excavations  among  the  Greek  Tomh 
markable  aspect  of  Solenmiiy  of  Aihem 
Appearance  of  the  City  in  a  general  Pro* 
Depredations  on  its  Antiquities^' — The  At 
— The  Parthenon — Immense  mid  beautifu 
of  ancient  Greek  Sculpture-  —  Gipsey 
Hats  worn  hy  the  ancient  Greeks.  —  j 
gilt  Statues.  —  The  Propiflea  —  Its  h 
Blocks  oj  Marble.— The  theatre  of  Rt 
Erected  in  honour  of  a  fPlfe. — Greek  Ti 


jL  he  business  of  making  excavations  amc 
Grecian  tombs  was  then  beginning  in  the 
bourhood  of  Athens,  ami  it  has  since  abni 
rewarded  the  taste  of  those  travellers  undet 
patronage  such  labours  have  been  carried  < 
IVavellers,  who  will  [he  at  the  pains  tc 
vate  the  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  Athens,  i 
amply  rewarded  for  their  trouble.  The 
which  Signor  Lusieri  has  found  in  diggiii 
the  city  are,  in  their  form  and  general  exe 
not  to  be  surpassed  by  any  that  have  be 
covered  in  Italy  and  Sicily.  Among  otl 
mains  of  antiquity,  he  has  found  music af 
ments,  ornaments  of  dress  of  various  kind 
rings  of  gold,  and  mirrors.  These  last  are  of 
We  find  mention  of  the  employment  of  i 
silver  in  the  fabrication  of  them :  the  Je^ 
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Egyptians  used  those  made  of  brass.    In  the  time 
of  Pompey  there  were  some  of  silver. 

We  observed  the  remains  of  the  ancient  paved 
way  leading  from  the  Pineus ;  also,  of  an  aque- 
duct.   As  we  drew  near  to  the  walls,  we  saw  the 
vast  Cecropian  citadel,   crowned  with  temples 
which  have  originated  in  the  veneration  once 
paid  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead,  sur- 
rounded by  objects  of  sepulchral  grandeur,  and 
now  monuments  of  departed  greatness,  mouldering 
in  all  the  solemnity  of  ruin.    So  paramount  is 
this  funeral  character  in  the  approach  to  Athens 
from  the  Pineus,  that  as  we  passed  the  hill  of  the 
Museum,  which  was  in  fact  an  ancient  cemetery 
of  the  Athenians,  we  might  have  imagined  our- 
selves to  be  among  the  tombs  from  the  number 
of  the  sepulchres  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  from  the 
antiquity  of  the  workmanship,  evidently  not  of 
later  date  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  Asia 
Minor. '   In  other    respects,  the    city   exhibits 
nearly  the  appearance  briefly  described  by  his- 
torians eighteen  centuries  ago  ;  and^  perhaps,  it 
wears  a  mora  magnificent  aspect^  owing  to  the 
splendid  remains  of  Adrian's  Temple  of  Jupiter 
Olympus,  which  did  not  then  exist.    The  pro- 
digious columns  belonging  to  this  temple  ap- 
peared full  in  view  between  the  citadel  and  the 
bed  of  the  river  Ilisaus.   High  upon  our  left  rose 
tlie  Acropolis,  in  the  most  impressive  grandeur : 
an  advanced  part  of  the  rock*  upon  the  western 
side  of  it,  i§  the  bill  of  the  Areopagus,  where 
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St.  Paul  preached  to  the  Athenians,  and  wl 

their  most  solemn  tribunal  was  held.   Beyond 

appeared  the  beautiful  plain  of  Athens,  bom 

by  Mount  Hymettus.      We  rode  towards 

craggy  rock  of  the  citadel,  passing  some  tie 

circular  arches  at  the  foot  of  it;  thence  contin 

to  skirt  the  base  of  the  Acropolis,  the  road  v 

iug  towards  the  north,  we  saw  also  upon  our 

scooped  in  the  solid  rock,  a  circular  swee[ 

which  the  Athenians  were  accustomed  to  asse 

for  theatrical  exhibitions,  and  tHe  scite  oi 

theatre  of  Bacchus,  afterwards  built. .  The 

of  a  statue  of  the  Indian  Bacchus,  in  a  si 

attitude,  upon  the  monument  of  Thrasyllus  a 

this  theatre,  afforded  us  the  first  specimc 

Grecian  sculpture  which  we  had  seen  upoi 

spot;   and  with  the  additional   satisfactio 

viewing  it  in  the  situation  where  it  was  origi 

placed.    Upon  the  eastern  side  of  this  st 

fastened  in  the  rock,  appeared  a  still  more  i 

esting  relic,  namely,  the  very  ancient  sun 

which,  in  the  time  of  iEschylus,  and  of  Sophi 

indicated  to  the  Athenian  people  the  hoi 

which  their  theatrical  amusements  were  to  l 

Above  this  statue  are  the  two  pillars  for 

porting  tripods,  standing  high  upon  the 

acclivity  of  the  rock.     Many  of  these  intere 

objects  now  no  longer  exist  in  Athens,  h 

been  pulled  down  and  transpoited  to  Eng 

We  now  entered  the  gate  of  the  modern 

And  among  the  first  objects  we  beheld,  wi 
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only  remaining  structure  of  all  the  consecrated 
fabrics  that  once  adorned  the  famous  street  of  the 
Tripods,  the  elegant  monument  of  Lysicrates. 

A  mistaken  opinion  prevailed  until  towards  the 
end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  that  the  remains  • 
of  Athens  had  been  almost  rased  from  the  earth, 
and  that  even  its  name  no  longer  existed.  The 
few  merchants  who  resorted  to  the  port  of  the 
Pineus,  from  Italy,  and  from  other  parts  of  the 
Mediterranean,  had  given  it  a  barbarous  appel- 
lation, although,  of  all  the  ancient  cities  in 
Greece,  unquestionably  there  is  no  one  which 
has  preserved  its  name  with  more  success  than 
Athens;  both  Greeks  and  Turks  calling  it  by 
its  proper  appellation." 

As  we  ascended  the  steep  rock  on  which  the 
citadel  stands,  the  first  object  of  wonder  was  the 
power  displayed  by  the  ancients,  in  conveying 
up  so  tremendous  an  acclivity  the  enormous 
masses  of  marble  necessary  in  the  construction 
of  their  numerous  sumptuous  edifices ;  when  all 
the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  best  workmen  in. 
Europe  have  been  found  requisite,  in  our  time,  to 
remove  some  of  the  most  delicate  ornaments  of 
the  temples,  in  an  entire  state,  from  the  Acropolis 
to  the  lower  city.  None  of  the  materials  of  those 
temples  are  of  the  same  nature  as  the  rock  upon 
which  they  were  erected  :  the  quarries  of  the 
most  distant  mountains  of  Greece  contributed  to 
the  works  necessary  for  their  completion.  All  the 
huge  blocks  of  marble  jequired  for  the  several 
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parts  of  each  bailding  must  have  been 
up  the  same  steep ;  for  there  is  now,  as  the 
formerly,  but  one  way  facing  the  Piraeus  b) 
the  summit  may  be  approached.  In  our  asci 
found  an  imperfect  inscription  on  white  t 
and,  somewhat  higher  up,  we  also  saw, 
some  loose  stones  used  as  the  materials  of 
near  to  the  gate  of  the  citadel,  a  piece  of 
ture  of  white  marble  in  very  beautiful 
representing  a  male  figure.  This  provec 
nothing  less  than  a  fragment  belonging 
celebrated  Parthenon ;  and  a  mere  fragni 
the  undoubted  work  of  PhidiaSj  could  not 
regarded  as  a  valuable  relic,  and  a  ver 
curiosity.  Upon  the  left  we  observed 
face  of  the  rock,  the  small  cavern  which 
sidered  as  the  Grotto  of  Pan :  the  Phi 
sent  back  "  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Isr 
*^a  new  cart,"  drawn  by  "two  milch  kir 
neath  the  northern  or  Pelasgie  wall 
Acropolis.  And  it  is  rather  remarkable, 
a  garden  below  this  grotto,  at  the  foot 
rock,  there  was  discovered  a  marble  statue 
of  a  size  to  suit  the  cavity,  which  exactly 
ponds  with  the  description  of  the  ancien 
in  the  grotto,  bearing  a  trophy  upon  its  he 
As  we  approached  to  the  present  entr 
the  citadel,  we  passed  before  the  fagade 
Propyl aea ;  the  old  entrance  to  the  A< 
between  its  Doric  [jillars  being  walled  u{ 
Turkish  guard  at  the  gate  suffered  us  to  p 
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To  a  person  who  has  seen  the  ruins  of  Rome, 
the  first  suggestion  made  by  a  sight  of  the 
buildings  in  the  Acropolis,  is  that  of  the  infinite 
superiority  of  the  Athenian  architecture.  It  pos- 
sesses the  greatness  and  majesty  of  the  Egyptian, 
or  of  the  ancient  Etruscan  style,  with  all  the 
elegant  proportions,  the  rich  ornaments,  and  the 
discriminating  taste  of  the  most  splendid  sera  of 
the  arts.  Accustomed  as  we  now  already  were 
to  the  contemplation  of  the  ancient  ^nd  modern 
magnificence  of  Rome,  and,  by  what  we  had  heard 
and  read,  'impressed  with  an  advantageous  opi- 
nion of  Athens,  we  found  preconceptions  greatly 
inferior  to  the  beauty  of  the  real  object.  In 
all  that  relates  to  harmony,  elegance,  execution, 
beauty,  and  proportion,  the  Parthenon  stands 
gi-eatly  pre-eminent ;  every  portion  of  the  sculp- 
ture by  which  it  is  so  highly  decorated,,  has  all 
the  delicacy  of  a  miniature  or  a  model.  For  our 
own  parts,  in  viewing  the  Parthenon,  we  were 
affected  by  its  solemn  appearance,  and  dazzled 
by  its  general  splendour  and  magnificence. 

By  means  of  the  scaffolds  raised  against  tlie 
Parthenon,  for  the  artists  who  were  engaged  in 
moulding  and  making  drawings  from  the  sculp- 
ture upon  the  frieze,  we  were  enabled  to  ascend  \ 
to  all  the  highei:  parts  of  the  building,  and  to 
examine,  with  the  minutest  attention,  all  the 
ornaments  of  this  glorious  edifice.  The  sculp- 
ture representing  the  Combats  of  the  Centaurs, 
is  in  such  bold  relief,  that  the  figures  are  all  of 
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them  actually  statues.    Upon  coming  close  to 
the  work,  and  examining  the  state  of  the  marble, 
it  was  evident  that  a  very  principal  cause  of  the 
injuries  it  had  sustained,  was  owing,  not  as  it  had 
been  asserted,  to  "  the  zeal  of  the  early  Chris- 
tians, the  barbarism  of  the  Turks,  or  to  the  ex- 
plosions which  took  place  when  the  temple  was 
used  as  a  powder  magazine,"  but  to  the  decom- 
position of  the  stone  itself,  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  atmosphere  during  so  many  ages. 
The  mischief  has  originated  in  the  sort  of  marble 
which  was  used  for  the  building. 

Of  all  the  magnificent  objects  to  be  seen  in  the 
Parthenon,  the  splendid  solemnity  of  the  festival 
is  the  most  beautiful.  It  is  the  best  production 
of  artists  of  ancient  Greece,  in  one  continued 
picture,  above  three  feet  in  height,  and  originally 
six  hundred  feet  in  length,  of  which  a  very  con- 
siderable poilion  now  remains,  and  is  alone  worth 
a  journey  to  Athens ;  nor  will  any  artist  deem 
the  undertaking  to  be  unprofitable,  who  should 
visit  Greece  for  this  alone.  The  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  ancient  city,  .animated  by  the  bustle 
and  business  of  the  occasion,  seems  to  be  exhi- 
bited by  this  admirable  work ;  persons  of  eitlier 
sex  and  of  every  age,  priests,  charioteers,  horse- 
men, cattle,  victors,  youths,  maidens,  victims, 
gods,  and  heroes,  all  enter  into  the  procession : 
every  countenance  expresses  the  earnestness  and 
greatness  of  the  occasion;  and  every  magnifi- 
cence of  costume,  and  varied  disposition  of  the 
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jectst  add  to  the  effect  of  tlie  representation. 
$  said  of  Phidias,  that,  as  a  sculptor,  he  par- 
ilarly  excelled  in  liis  statues  of  horses :  perhaps 
le  notions  may  be  conceived  of  the  magife  of 
artt  when  it  is  related,  that  of  a  hundr^ed 
ses  introduced  by  him  into  thi^  work  of  splen« 
r,  there  are  not  two,  either  in  the  saiiie  atti- 
e,  or  which  are  not  characterized  by  a  mktked 
erence  of  expression.  We  became  acquainted 
h  some  curious  circumstances,  by  being  able 
fxamine  the  marble  closely :  the  bridles  df  tne 
ses  were  originally  of  gilded  {)ronze,  whidh 
perceived  by  the  holes  left  in  the  stone  for 
ting  the  metal,  and  by  small  portions  of  the 
ize  itself,  found  in  the  work.  We  ihou4d 
:l!y  have  believed  that  such  an  article  of  dress 
he  leathern  boot,  with  its  top  turned  over  the 
of  the  leg,  was  worn  by  the  ancient  Athenian, 
reil  as  by  English  horsemen,  if  we  had  n6t 
I  it  so  represented  upon  the  figures  of  some  of 
young  horsemen  in  this  procession ;  and  as 
comically  adapted  to  the  shape  of  the  leg, 
set  off  with  as  great  nicety,  as  for  a  London 
:ey .  Another  singular  piece  of  foppery,  worn 
by  the  Athenian  beaux,  consisted  of  a  light 
y  haf^  perhaps  made  of  straw^  tied  with 
nda  under  the  chin.  We  noticed  the  figure 
young  horseman  with  one  of  these  hits,  who 
ned,  from  his  appearance  in  the  procession, 
e  a  person  of  distinction,  curbing  a  galloping 
d ;  but  the  wind  had  bh)wn  the  bttt  from  his 
3  0 
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head,  and,  being  held  by  the  ribands  a 
neck,  it  hung  behind  the  rider  as  if 
in  the  air:  the  sculptor  having  evidently 
himself  of  this  representation  to  heigl 
appearance  of  action  in  the  group,  and 
could  be  more  spirited.  That  this  kin 
was  considered  as  a  mark  of  distinct ioi 
to  be  probable,  from  the  circumstance  of  i 
still  worn  by  the  Patriarchs  of  the  Greek 
it  appears  upon  the  liead  of  the  Patr 
Constantinople,  as  he  is  represented  by 
wood-cuts,  and  also,  by  attending  to  its 
ance  upon  Grecian  vases,  we  may  perce 
it  was  worn  by  no  common  individuals. 
tiful  figure  of  Actaion,  with  this  kind  of 
preserved  upon  one  of  the  Greek  marble 
University  Library  at  Cambridge. 

We  saw  with  the  same  advantage  all 
maining  sculpture  of  this  stately  edific 
visited  it  afterwards,  to  examine  the  t 
parts  more  leisurely.  Among  the  remain 
sculpture  in  the  western  pediment,  whi< 
a  very  ruined  state,  the  artists  had  obser^ 
only  the  traces  of  paint  with  which  the 
had  anciently  been  covered,  but  also  of 
It  was  usual  to  gild  the  hair  of  the  statue 
represented  deities,  and  sometimes  other 
the  bodies. 

The  Erectheum,  which  is  situate  at  \ 
tance  of  about. a  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
north  of  the  Parthenon,  has  generally  b^ 
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!ribed  as  consisting;  of  three  contiguous  temples ; 
lat  of  Erectheus,   of  Minerva  Polias,  and   of 
mdrosus  ;  but  it  seems  more  consistent  with  the 
ascription  and  allusions  to  this  buildmg  in  the 
[>rks  of  ancient   authors,  to  suppose   that  the 
liole    structure    was   called    Erectheum,    and 
nsisted  only  of  two  contiguous  temples ;  that 
MineiTa  Polias,  with  its  portico  towards  the 
st ;  and  that  of  Pandrosus  towards  the  west* 
le  Turks  had  made  a  powder  magazine  of  one 
the  vestibules  of  this  building  ;  so  that  it  was 
cessary  to  creep  through  a  hole  in  the  wall, 
order  to  see  the  finest  specimen  of  Ionic  archi- 
;ture  now  existing :  it  was  an  inner  door  of  one 
the  temples ;  and  it  has  been  judiciously  re- 
rked  of  the  sculpture  every  where  displayed 
this  edifice,  that  "  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
K  marble  has  been  wrought  to  such  a  depth, 
1  brought  to  so  sharp  an  edge,  the  different 
araents  having  all  the  delicacy  of  works  in 
Lai. '    Within   this  building,   so    late  as  the 
ond  century,   was  preserved   an  olive   tree, 
ich  was  said  to  be  as  old  as  the  foundation 
he  citadeK     A  very  curious  relic  of  this  kind 
f  be  seen  at  Cawdor  Castle,  near  Inverpess, 
Scotland ;  in  which  building  a  hawthorn-tree 
^reat  antiquity  is  very  remarkably  preserved, 
ditiou  relates,  that  the  original  proprietor  of 
edifice  was  directed  by  a  drean^to  build  a 
lie  exactly  npoii  the  spot  where  the  tree  was 
id ;  and  this  was  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
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(eate  no  doubt  but  that  the  tree  existe 

before  the  strncture  was  e  reeled  •    The  ti 

this  tree,  with  tlie  Icnotty  protuberances  I 

ltd  branches,  is  still  shewn  in  a  vaulted  aps 

at  the  bottom  of  the  priucipal  tower :  it 

branch  out  beneath  the  floor,  and  its  tof 

trates  the  vaulted  arch  of  stone  above,  i 

a  manner,  that  any  person  seeing  it  is  cor 

the  masoary  was  adjusted  to  the  shape  ai 

of  the  plant,  a  space  beiu^  left  for  its  ad 

through  the  top  of  the  vault.    The  haw  the 

of  Cawdor  Castle,  and  the   traditionary 

stition  to  which  it  has  owed  its  presc 

during   a  lapse  of  centiiriei*^,   may   serv 

parallel  to  the  history  of  the  Athenian  ol 

exhibiting  an  example  nenrly  similar;  t 

being  considered  as  the  Palladium  of  an 

Highland  clan,  and  the  other  regarded 

mostdacred  relic  of  the  Cecropian  citade 

next  examined  the  remains  of  the  Propyls 

(h6  entrance  may  be  seen  one  of^hose  ei 

slabs  of  marble,  called  marble  beams  by  tn 

and  to  which  ancient  writers  partieularl) 

when,  in  describing  the  Propylrea,  they  s 

even  in  their  time,  nothinf;  surpassing  th< 

of  the  workmanship,  or  the   magnitude 

stones  used  in  the  building,  had  ever  be 

This  magnificent  building,   fronting  the  i 

trance  to  the  citadel,  lian  also  expericnc 

of  the  effects  of  the  same  ill-judged  rapaci 

was  levelled  against  |he  Parthenon. 
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If  the  influence  of  a  better  spirit  do  not  prerent 
a  repetition  of  the  rage  of  collecting  Grecian 
antiquities,  Athens  will  sustain  more  damage  in 
being  visited  by  travellers,  calling  themselves 
persons  of  taste,  than  when  it  was  forgotten  by 
the  worlds  and  entirely  abandoned  to  its  barbarian 
possessors:  in  a  few  years  the  traveller,  even 
upon  the  spot,  must  be  content  to  glean  his  inteU 
Iqrence  from  the  representation  afforded  by  books 
of  travels,  if  he  should  be  desirous  to  know  what 
remained  of  the  fine  arts  so  lately  as  the  middle 
of  the  last  century. 

We  then  descended,  to  visit  the  theatre  of 
Regiila,  (the  building  we  had  passed  in  the  morn- 
ing,) at  the  foot  of  the  rock  of  the  Acropolis,  and 
upon  its  south-western  side.  The  remains  of  this 
.  edifice  are  those  which  former  travellers  have 
described  as  the  theatre  of  Bacchus.  Chandler 
considered  it  as  the  Odeum  of  Pericles,  rebuilt 
by  Herodes  Atticus.  It  appears  however  to  have . 
been  a  magnificent  theatre,  erected  by  Herodes 
in  memory  of  his  wife.  All  the  remaining  parts 
of  this  most  costly  theatre  are,  first,  three  rows 
of  circular  arches,  one  row  above  another,  facing 
the  south-west;  secondly,  that  part  intended  for 
the  seats  of  the  spectators,  at  present  almost 
choked  with  earth.  Nearly  all  that  we  know 
of  the  building  is  derived  from  an  accidental 
liUuston  made  to  it  by  one  ancient  writer.  It 
was  considered  as  far  surpassing!  in  magnitude 
and  in  the  costliness  of  its  materialsi  every  other 
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edifice  of  the  kind  in  all  Greece.  The  roof  of  it 
vFas  of  cedar.  The  space  for  the  seats  was  scooped 
in  the  solid  rock  of  the  citadel;  a  practice  so 
ancient,  that  this  circumstance  alone  induces  the 
belief  that  some  more  ancient  theatre  existed 
upon  the  spot  before  Herodes  added  any  thing 
to  the  work.  The  first  thing  that  strikes  a  modem 
traveller,  in  viewing  the  Grecian  theatres,  is  the 
shallowness  of  the  space  for  the  stage.  It  is 
hardly  possible  to  conceive  how,  either  by  the 
aid  of  painting,  or  by  scenic  decoration,  any 
tolerable  appearance  of  distance  or  depth  of 
view  could  be  imitated. 

The    actors    must    have    appeared   like   our 
modern  mountebanks  upon  a  waggon.     But  so 
little  is  known  of  the  plan  of  an  ancient  theatre, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  dramas  were  re- 
presented, that  the  most  perfect  remains  which 
we  have  df  such  structures  leave  us  still  in  the 
dark  respecting  the  parts  necessary  to  compose 
the  entire  building.     The  Greek  theatres  were 
in  general  open ;  but  the  Odeum  of  Regilla  was 
magnificently  covered,  a3  has  been  stated,  with 
a  roof  of  cedar.      In  titeir  open  theatres,  the 
Greeks,  being  exposed  to  the  injuries  of  weather, 
commonly  made  their  appearance  in  large  cloaks; 
they  also  made  use  of  the  sciadipn,  answering 
to  our  umbrella,  as  a  screen  from  the  sun.    The 
plays  were  performed  always  by  day-light.  When 
a  storm  arose,  the  theatre  was  deserted,  and  the 
audience  dispersed  themselves  in  the  outer  gal- 
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leries  and  adjoining  porticos.  During  their  most 
magnificent  spectacles,  odoriferous  liquors  were 
showered  upon  the  heads  of  the  people.  The 
custom  of  scattering  similar  offerings  bpon  the 
heads  of  the  people  was  often  practised  at  Venice 
during  the  Carnival. 

By  the  word  Theatre,  the  ancients  intended  the 
whole  body  of  the  edifice  where  the  people  as- 
sembled to  see  their  public  representations.  The 
parts  designed  for  the  spectators  were  called  the 
pit,  the  rows  of  benches,  the  corridors,  &c.  The 
other  principal  parts  of  the  theatre,  belonging  to 
the  actors,  were  called  the  orchestra,  the  prosce- 
nium, and  the  scene,  that  is  to  say,  the  front  or 
face  of  the  decofations.  The  interior  structure 
extended  in  an  arc  of  a  circle,  reaching  to  the 
two  corners  of  the  proscenium:  above  that  por- 
.tion  of  the  circumference  were  raised  four-and- 
twenty  rows  of  benches,  surrounding  the  pit, 
for  the  spectators.  These  benches,  in  their  whole 
height,  were  divided  into  three  sets  by  the  corri- 
dors, consisting  of  eight  rows  in  each  division. 
The  con-idors  ran  parallel  to  the  rows  of  seats, 
and  were  of  the  same  Jorm ;  they  were  contrived 
as  passages  for  the  spectators  from  one  part  of 
the  theatre,  to  another,  without  incommoding 
those  who  were  seated ;  and  for  the  same  incon- 
venience, there  were  little  steps  that  crossed  the 
several  rows,  and  reached  from  one  corridor  to 
another,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  so  that  per- 
sons might  ascend  or  descend  without  incom- 
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moding  the  aodience.    Near  to  those  statr- 

were  passages  leading  to  the  outer  portict 

which  the  spectators  entered  to  take  their  pi 

The  best  places  were  id  the  middle  tier, 

the  eight  rows  between  the  eighth  and  the  s 

teenth  bench.    This  pait  of  the  theatre  w 

apart  for  th^  magistrates.    The  other  tiei-s 

appropriated    to  the   citizens,    after   the; 

attained    their    eighteenth  year.     Along 

corridor,  at  convenient  distances,  in  the  soli 

of  the  structure  were  small  cavities,  conti 

brass  vessels,  open  towards  the  scene,     j 

the  upper  corridor,  there  was  a  gallery  orp 

for  the  women;  but  those  who  led   disoi 

lives  had  a  place  apart  for  their  parti cul 

ception.   Strangers,  and  persons  who  had  n 

freedom  of  the  city,  were  also  placed  in 

Individuals  had  also  sometimes  a  property  i 

ticular  places,  which  descended  by  success 

the  eldest  of  the  family. 


•  p  • 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Description  of  the  Greek  Theatres — The  Areopagus 
^The  precise  spot  on  which  St.  Paul  preached  to 
the  Athenians — Reflections  on  the  importance 
and  perils  of  his  undei^tahing — Impressive  Beau- 
ties of  the  Scene — Temple  of  the  Winds — The 
Bazar,  or  Market — State  of  the  Arts  and  Ma- 
nufactures in  Athens — The  Art  of  manufactur- 
ing Pictures  in  Athens.— The  Qymnasium  of  Pto- 
lemy— Ancient  Marbles — Temple  of  Theseus — 
The  Place  of  Interment  of  Mr.  Tiveddell,  an 
English  Traveller  of  modem  times — Description 
of  the  Temple. 

Thus  much  for  the  parts  appropriated  to  the 
spectators.  With  regard  to  others  belonging  to 
the  drama,  the  orchestra  (an  elevation  out  of 
the  pit)  began  about  fifty  feet  from  the  face  of 
the  stage,  and  ended  at  the  proscenium.  Its 
height  \^as  about  four  feet ;  its  shape,  an  oblong 
parallelogram,  detached  from  the  seats  of  the 
spectators :  here  were  stationed  the  musicians, 
the  choir,  and  the  mimics.  Among  the  Romans  it 
was  destined  for  a  more  noble  use;  the  Emperor, 
the  Senate,  the  vestals,  and  other  persons  of  qua- 
lity, having  their  seats  upon  it.  The  stage  was 
raised  seven  feet  upon  the  orchestra,  and  eleven 
above  the  pit;  and  above  it  stood  an  altar  dedi- 
cated to  Apollo.    The  part  called  the  scene  was 

3  P 
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nothing  more  thgin  the  columns,  and  archil 
decorations,  raised  from  the  foundations  ai 
the  wings  of  the  stage,  merely  for  ornamei 
theatres  of  Greece  and  Asia  Minor  we 
solely  appropriated  to  plays  and  public 
sometimes  they  were  used  for  state  asse 
and  occasionally  as  schools,  in  which  tl 
eminent  philosophers  harangued  their  s( 
St.  Paul  was  desirous  to  go  into  the  th< 
Ephesus  to  address  the  people,  during  the 
caused  by  Demetrius, 

From  the  theatre  of  Kegilla  we  went 
Areopagus ;  wishing  to  place  our  feet  upoi 
where  it  is  so  decidedly  known  that  St.  P 
himself  stood,  when  he  declared  to  the  At 
the  nature  of  the  unknown  god  whom  1 
ignorantly  worshipped,  and  opposed  to 
new  doctrine  of  Christians.  They  had  1 
him  to  the  Areopagus  to  explain  the  natur 
rash  enterprise  in  which  he, was  engage 
to  account  for  the  temerity  of  an  appea 
called  upon  them  to  renounce  their  ido 
abolish  their  most  holy  rites.  It  is. not  j 
to  conceive  a  situation  of  greater  peril, 
more  calculated  to  prove  the  sincerity 
preacher,  than  that  in  which  the  Aposl 
here  placed.  Here  the  disciples  of  Socra 
of  Plato,  and  the  whole  learning  and  w< 
the  Academy,  were  addressed  by  a  po 
lowly  man,  who  enjoined  precepts  conti 
their  taste  and  hostile  to  their  prejudice 
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one  of  their  peculiar  privileges  of  the  Ariopa- 
gitas  seems  to  have  been  set  at  defiance  by  the  zeal 
of  St.  Paul  upon  this  occasion,  that  of  inflicting 
extreme  punishment  upon  any  person  who  should 
slight  the  celebration  of  the  holy, mysteries,  or' 
blaspheme  the  gods  of  Greece.  We  ascended  to  the 
summit  by  means  of  steps  cut  in  the  natural  stone. 
The  sublime  scene  here  exhibited  is  so  striking, 
that  a  brief  description  of  it  will  prove  it  to  be  a 
commentary  upon  the  Apostle's  words,  as  they  were 
delivered  upon  t^e  spot.  He  stood  Upon  the  top  of 
the  rock,  and  beneath  the  canopy  of  heaven. 
Before  him  there  was  spread  a  glorious  prospect 
of  mountains,  islands,  seas,  and  skies;  behind  him 
towered  the  lofty  Acropolis,  crowned  with  all  its 
marble  temples.  Thus,  every  object,  whether  in 
the  face  of  nature  or  among  the  works  of  art, 
conspired  to  elevate  the  mind,  and  to  fill  it  with 
I'everence  towards  that  Being  "  who  made  and 
governs  the  world." 

Within  the  Peribolus  of  the  Areopagus  was  the 
monument  of  CEdipus,  whose  bones,  according  to 
Pausanias,  were  brought  hither  from  Thebes; 
and  the  actual  site  of  the  altar,  mentioned  by  the 
same  author^  may  still  be  seen  in  the  rock.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  the  history  of  a 
place  so  well-known,  and  so  long  renowned  for 
the  impartial  judgment  which  was  here  adminis- 
tered. We  turned  from  it  towards  the  Temple  of 
Theseus,  which  exists  almost  as  perfect  as  when  it 
vas  at  6vBt  finished.  Having  gratified  our  cariosity 
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by  a  hasty  survey  of  the  outside  of  this  buflding, 
"vrhich,  although  not  of  so  much  magnitude  as  the 
Parthenon,  ranks  next  to  it  in  every  circumstance 
of  design  and  harmonious  proportion,  we  entered 
the  modern  city  by  a  gate  near  to  the  Temple. 

The  next  morning,  we  received  a  visit  from  the 
English  consul,  who  accompanied  us  to  the  Wai- 
vode,  or  Turkish  governor.    This  ceremony  being 
over>  our  guide  conducted  us  to  see  the  famous 
marble  Temple  of  the  Winds,  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  bazar:    This  is  an  octagonal  building, 
of  great  beauty  and  antiquity.    The  soil  has  been 
raised  all  around  the  tower,  and  in  some  places 
accumulated  to  the  height  of  fifteen  feet:  owing 
to  this  circumstance,  the  spectator  is  placed  too 
near  to  the  figures  sculptured  in  relief  upon  the 
sides  of  the  edifice ;  for  these  appear  to  be  clumsy 
statues,  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  building. 
Lusieri  believed  that  it  had  been  the    original 
design  of  the  architect  to  raise  those  figures  to  a 
greater  elevation  than  that  in  which  they  were 
viewed,  even  before  the  accumulation  of  the  soil. 
The  Christians  once  made  use  of  this  Temple  as  a 
church;  and  their  establishment  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  that  of  a  College  of  Dervises,  who  here 
exhibit  their  peculiar  dance. 

We  then  went  to  the  Bazar,  and  inspected  the 
market.  The  shops  are  situate  on  the  two  sides 
of  a  street  lying  to  the  north  of  the  Acropolis^ 
which  is  close  and  parallel  to  the  wall  and 
columns  of  a  magnificent  building  of  the  Confl." 
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an  01  dei\  The  entablature,  capitals,  and  parts 
the  shafts  of  these  columns,  may  be  viewed 
m  the  street;  but  the  market  is,  for  the  most 
t,  co\  ered  by  trellis-work  and  vines.  So  little 
known  concerning  the  history  of  this  build- 
,  that  it  were  vain  to  attempt  giving  an  account 
it.     It  is  by  some  called  the  Temple  of  Jupi- 

Olympins.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the 
;ar  is   situate  upon  an  ancient  market,  from 

circtimstance  of  the  inscription  containing  a 
:ree  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian  relating  to  the 
?  of  oil  J  which  was  found  upon  the  spot.  And  if 
I  be  true,  the  Corinthian  edifice,  called  the 
iiple  of  Jupiter  Olympius,  may  be  either  the 

Forum,  \vh(^re  the  public  assemblies  of  the 
(p!e  were  held,  which  is  the  most  probable 
jecture  as  to  its  origin,  or  the  remains  of  the 
nple  of  Vulcan,  or  of  Venus  Urania-  The  mea- 
es  for  dry  goods  in  the!  bazar  are  fashioned  in 

ancient  style,  and  of  the  materials  formerly 
d,  being  made  of  white  marble;  but  their 
acity  has  been  adapted  to  modern  customs. 
?  population  of  Athens  amounts  to  fifteen  thou- 
d,  including  women  and  children.  The  princi- 
exports  are  honey  and  oil :  of  the  latter  they 
[1  away  about  five  vessels  freighted  annually, 
ill  craft,  from  diflferent  parts  of  the  Archipe- 
[>^  occasionally  visit  the  Piraeus  and  the  neigh- 
rina;  coast,  for  wood.  The  shops  maintain  an 
gnificant  traffic  in  furs  and  cloth.  The  best 
t  cloth  ill  Athens  was  of  bad  German  manu- 
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fkcture^  selling  under  the  name  of  English.  In- 
deed, in  almost  all  the  towns  of  Europe,  when 
any  thing  is  offered  for  sale  of  better  manufacture 
than  usual,  it  is  either  English^  or  said  to  be 
English,  in  order  to  enhance  its  price. 

The  silversmiths  were    occupied    in    making 
coarse  rings  for  the  Abanian  women ;  and  the 
poor  remains  of  Grecian  painters  in  fabricating, 
rather  than  delineating,  pictures  of  saints  and  vir- 
gins.   Their  mode  of  doing  this  may  serve  to 
shew  how  exactly  the  image  of  any  set  of  fea- 
tures^ or  the  subject  of  any  representation,  may 
be  preserved  unaltered,  among  different  artists, 
for  many  ages.  The  prototype  or  pattern  is  always 
kept  by  them,  and  transmitted  with  great  care 
from  father  to  son  (for  in  Greece,  as  in  China,  the 
professions  are  often  hereditary,  and  remain  in  the 
same  family  for  a  number  of  generations :)  it  con- 
sists of  a  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  the  outline 
and  all  the  different  parts  of  the  design,  even  to 
the  minutest  circumstance,  have  been  marked  by 
a  number  of  small  holes  pricked  with  the  point  of 
a  pin  or  a  needle.    This  pattern  is  laid  on  any 
surface  prepared  for  painting,  and  rubbed  over 
with  finely  powdered  charcoal ;  the  dust  falling 
through  the  holes,  leaves  a  dotted  outline  for  the 
painter,  who  then  proceeds  to  apply  the  colours 
much  after  the  same  manner,  by  a  series  of  other 
papers  having  the  places  cut  out  where  any  par- 
ticular colour  is  to  be  applied,   which  clearly 
shows  that  our  now  common  operation  of -steocii- 
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walls  ill  imitation  of  figured  paper  is  to  be 
rred  to  the  Greeks  for  its  origin.  Very  little 
[  is  requisite  in  the  finishing ;  for,  in  fact,  one 
hese  manufacturers  might  with  just  as  much 
f  give  a  rule  to  make  a  picture,  as  a  tailor  to 
out  a  suit  of  clothes:  the  only  essential  req ni- 
ls a  good  set  of  patterns,  and  these  are  handed 
I  father  to  sou.    Hence  we  learn  the  cause  of 

remarkable  stiffness  and  angular  outline 
:h  characterize  all  the  pictures  in  the  Greek 
*ches.  The  silver  shrine  is  supposed  to  serve 
i  mere  case  to  enclose  the  sacred  picture, 
ing  only  the  small  apertures  before  men- 
Bd  for  their  boghs  or  gods  to  peep  through : 
as  the  part  beneath  the  silver  superficies  is 
seen,  they  spare  themselves  the  trouble  of 
ting  any  thing  except  the  face  and  hands  of 
image ;  ho  that  if  the  covering  by  any  acci- 

fatl  oflT,  llie  bare  wood  is  disclosed,  instead 
he  rest  of  the  picture.  But  to  return  to  the 
if  painting  among  the  ancient  Greeks.  If  we 
spt  the  pictures  found  in  HeTculaneum,  Pom- 
and  Stabia,  and  a  few  faint  vestiges  upon 
jIc  statues,'we  may  despair  of  seeing  any  thing 
erfect  as  the  specimens,  which  are  preserved 
I  terra  cotta  ;  whether  upon  facings  intended 
irchitecture,  or  upon  vases  found  in  Grecian 
Icjires.  It  is  evident  that  these  pictures  are 
ly  Grecian,  because  Greek  inscriptions  so 
I  accompany  them;  but  it  seems  equally 
eut    that   the    Greeks    were    indebted    for 
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the  art  to  the  Etmscaiii*.     The  art  of 

earthenware  was  transported  from  Ktn 

Greece.     The  Romans  also  boi  rowed  thi 

tion  from  the  Etruscans,  to  whom  Greece 

debted  for  many  of  its  ceremojue^  and  i 

institutions,  and  for  its  mechanics  aud  ai 

According  to  Heraclidea  Pen  tic  us,  the  inh 

of  Etruria  were  distinguished  in  all  the 

sciences ;  and  before  the  foundation  of  R< 

art  of  painting  had  attained  a  high  degree 

fection  in  that  country ;  for  Pliny  mentions  ] 

at  Ardea  which  were  older  than  the  birth 

mulus.     This  alone  is  sufficient  to  show, 

the  eighth  centuiy  before  the  Cristian  ae 

above  a  hundred  years  before  the  age  ol 

consequently  before  the  aits  obtained  any 

in  Greece,  the  same  people  who  taught  tlie 

the  art  of  making  earthenware^  were  a 

acquainted  with  the  art  of  painting.    In  a 

it  may  be  urged,  that  the  cities  of  Nc 

Capua  were  founded  and  built  by  the  Etr 

and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  vases  of  N 

peculiar  for  elegance  of  design  and  exc 

of  workmanship. 

Among  the  few  articles  of  Athenian 
to  be  met  with  in  the  market,  wc  foun 
small  knives  and  forks,  with  white  bone  I 
inscribed  with  mottos  iji  modern  Greek, 
teristic  of  the  manners  and  sentiments 
people.    The  artists   employed   for  the 
Ambassador,  were  nnder  the  necessity  of  s 
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to  Smyrna  to  obtain  a  common  wheeled  cart  for 
moving  the  marbles  to  the  Piraeus,  and  for  all 
the  materials  and  implements  wanted  in  prepar- 
ing cases  to  contain  them.  No  ladders  could  be 
found,  nor  any  instrument  proper .  for  making 
them.  It  was  not  possible  to  procure  the  most 
ordinary  domestic  utensils. 

Specimens  of  ancient  art  are  less  rare.  A 
goldsmith  sold  to  us  some  beautiful  gold  medals, 
of  Alexander  and  of  Philip,  for  double  their  weight 
in  Venetian  sequins.  He  had  several  gems  of 
great  beauty  in  his  possession^  but  estimated 
them  at  an  enormous  price. 

Proceeding  through  the  inhabited  part  of  the 
city,  towards  the  north-west,  a  little  beyond  the 
Corinthian  structure  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
we  came  to  an  extensive  ruin  encumbered  with 
modern  buildings,  which  is  considered  as  the  gym- 
nasium of  Ptolemy.  Its  vicinity  to  the  Temple  of 
Theseus  renders  this  highly  probable  ;  but  con- 
cealed as  it  is  by  dwellings,  and  greatly  dilapi^ 
dated,  we  cannot  even  attempt  to  supply  what 
able  architects  and  inquisitive  travellers  have  not 
felt  themselves  authorized,  from  the  state  of  the 
ruin,  to  communicate. 

As  we  passed  through  the  town  there  was  hardly 
a  house  that  had  not  some  little  mcirble  fragment 
of  ancient  sculpture  stuck  in  its  front,  over  the 
door ;  and  since  most  of  the  houses  have  court- 
yards, where  the  objects  within  are  concealed 
from  the  observation  of  passengers  in  the  streets, 
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many  valuable  antiquities  will  doubt 
brought  to  light  as  Athens  becomes  more 
The  few  articles  wh*ch  we  collected  du] 
residence  here,  maybe  considered  as  iniJ 
of  future  acquisitions  of  the  same  nature. 
We  accompanied  Signer  Lusieri  to  t 
seum;  and  having  obtained  admission 
interior  of  the  temple^  paid  a  melancholj 
the  grave  of  that  accomplished  scholai 
name  we  bad  found  inscribed  upon  the  I 
Sunium,  the  exemplary  and  lamented  Tw 
an  English  gentleman  of  learning  and  a 
who  travelled  over  Europe  between  tl 
1795  and  1799  in  the  investigation  of  the 
antiquity,  and  who  died  at  Athens  in  t 
1799.  This  gentleman  s  death  may  be  co 
a  serious  loss  to  mankind:  he  enjoyed  tli 
of  investigating  the  antiquities  of  Gre« 
higher  degree  than  any  traveller  of 
times.  It  was  simply  a  small  oblong 
earth,  like  those  over  the  common  grav< 
our  English  church-yards,  without  ston 
scription  of  any  kind.  The  body^  too,  h 
carelessly  interred:  we  were  told  that  it 
lie  more  than  three  or  four  feet  beneatli 
face.  The  part  of  the  Temple  where  it  1 
buried,  is  now  converted  into  a  Greek 
dedicated  to  St. George;  but  as  it  is  h 
during  particular  times  of  the  year,  and  i. 
liable  to  be  entered  by  foraging  anim 
creep  into  such  retreats,  the  zeal  and  1 
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of  English  travellers  have  however  provided  this 
ill-fated  gentleman  with  a  suitable  monument. 

This  beautiful  doric  temple,  the  Theseus,  is 
the  most  entire  of  any  of  the  remaining  struc- 
tures of  ancient  Greece ;  and  were  it  not  for 
the  damage  which  the  sculptures  have  sustained, 
might  be  considered  as  still  perfect.  The  entire 
edifice  is  of  marble :  it  stands  east  and  west,  the 
principal  front  facing  the  east.  Some  of  the  sculp- 
ture represents  the  labours  of  Hercules.  The 
action  of  the  atmosphere  in  this  fine  climate  upon 
tbe  marble,  has  difiiised  over  the  whole  edifice, 
as  over  all  the  buildings  in  the  Acropolis,  a  warm 
yellowish  tint,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  ruins  of 
Athens  :  and  bears  no  resemblance  to  that  black 
and  dingy  hue  which  is  acquired  by  all  works  in 
stone  and  marble  when  they  have  been  exposed 
to  the  open  air  in  the  more  northern  countries  of 
Europe^  and  especially  in  England. 
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j4n  ancient  Equestrian  Statue  af  great  heatdifj  Iff 
Praxiteles. — The  Pnyx,  or  Place  of  Parliament 
of  the  ancient  Athenians. — Singular  Alterations 
of  its  Arrangement  by  a  tyrannical  Govermnent, 
—Rejlections  on  these  Circumstances. —  Momt- 
ment  of  Philopappus.  —  Theatre  and  Cave  of 
Bacchus. — The  elegant  a^id  remarJcable  Afonu- 
ment  of  Thrasyllus. — The  Pillars  of  the  Emperor 
Hadrian. 


liEAVING  the  temple  of  Theseus,  we  again 
visited  the  Areopagus ;  and  we  detached  from 
the  rock  some  specimens  of  this  remarkable 
eminence.  From  the  Areopagus  we  proceeded 
to  a  little  chapel,  situate  upon  the  spot  where 
the  ^ancient  Piraeean  gate  of  the  city  formerly 
stood  :  near  to  this,  as  an  ancient  writer  relates, 
there  was  a  tomb  with  an  equestrian  statue  by 
Praxiteles.  The  place  where  the  gate  was  situate 
may  still  be  discerned.  We  then  ascended  towards 
the  north  of  the  Pirseean  gate,  where  may  still  be 
seen,  in  a  state  of  the  most  admirable  preserva- 
tion, the  ground-plot  and  entire  form  of  the  Pnyx, 
or  ancient  place  of  Parliament  of  the  Athenians, 
as  it  was  appropriated  by  Solon  to  the  assemblies 
of  the  citizens.  This  structure  is  not  likely  to 
be  much  atfected  by  the  lapse  of  entire  centuries: 
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nost  the  whole  of  it,  even  to  the  pulpitum  for 
e  orators,  which  yet  remains,  is  an  excavation 
the  rock;  and  the  several  parts  of  it  were 
rved  in  stone,  of  one  solid  mass,  with  the  ex- 
ption  only  of  the  semi-circular  area,  the  farthest 
rt  of  which  from  the  pulpitum  consists  of  ma- 
iry.  To  approach  the  spot  once  dignified  by 
J  presence  of  the  greatest  Grecian  orators ;  to 

our  feet  where  they  stood;  and  actually,  to 
liold  the  place  where  the  orator  Demosthenes 
Iressed  "  the  men  of  Athiens,'*  calling  to  mind 
)  most  memorable  examples  of  his  eloquence ; 
El  gratification  of  an  exalted  nature.  But  the 
lings  excited  in  viewing  the  Pnyx,  peculiarly 
3ct  the  hearts  of  Englishmen :  that  holy  fire, 
much  dreaded  by  the  Athenian  tyrants,  and 
ich  this  place  had  such  a  remarkable  tendency 
agitate,  bums  yet  in  Britain :  it  is  the  very 
il  of  her  liberties;  and  it  strengthens  the 
urity  of  her  laws ;  giving  eloquence  to  her 
ate,  heroism  to  her  arms,  Extension  to  her 
amerce,  and  freedom  to  her  people  :  although 
lihilated  in  almost  every  country  of  the  earth, 
ives  in  England  ;  and  its  extinction  there,  like 

going  out  of  the  sacred  flame  in  the  temple 
Delphi,  would  be  felt  as  a  general  calamity. 
3  circumstances  connected  with  the  history 
the  Pnyx,  prove  how  difficult  a  thing  it  was 
mbdue  the  love  of  freedom  among  the  ancient 
xians.  The  Athenian  tyrants  vainly  imagined 
t  it  originated  solely  in  the  position  of  the 
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atone  pulpit,  whence  the  orators  harangu 
people  ;  forgetting  that  it  is  a  natural  pri 
implanted  by  Providence  in  the  human 
Under  the  notion  they  had  thus  conceived 
altered  the  plan  of  the  Pnyx :  the  pulp 
been  fronted  towards  the  sea;  they  fron 
towards  the  land ;  believing  that  a  peoj 
verted  from  allusions  to  maritime  affairs  tc 
those  of  agricultural  labour,  would  be  mon 
under  an  oligarchical  dominion.  The  proje 
not  attended  with  the  consequences  that 
expected;  the  same  spirit  yet  prevailec 
this  place  was  still  considered  as  its  st 
and  at  last,  finding  that  alterations  of  the 
ture  availed  nothing  towards  its  dissolutio 
meetings  in  the  Pnyx  were  entirely  abo 
The  place  itself  has,  however,  been  suffe 
remain  unaltered  to  the  present  day. 

From  this  illustrious  memorial  of  Atheni) 
tory,  we  ascended  to  the  monument  of 
pappus,  standing  upon  its  summit.  It  is 
the  walls  of  the  ancient,  although  at  son 
tance  from  those  of  the  modern  city;  ai 
view  from  hence  of  the  citadel  of  Athen 
the  neighbouring  territories,  is  very  sti 
LooKing  towards  the  sea,  the  eye  comman 
ports  of  the  Piraeus,  Munychia,  and  Pha 
the  isles  of  Salamis  and  ^Egina ;  and  the 
tains  of  Peloponnesus,  as  far  as  the  gulf  of . 
It  is  supposed,  from  the  inscriptions  upon  i 
it  was  erected   in  the  beginning  of  the  i 
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century.  It  originally  consisted  of  three  com* 
partments  between  four  Corinthian  pilasters; 
that  is  to  say,  of  an  arched  recess,  containing 
a  central  sitting  figure,  and  having  a  square 
niche  on  each  side  of  it.  Below  these  appeared 
three  superb  sculptures  in  relief;  that  in  the 
centre,  beneath  the  sitting  statue,  exhibits  Tra<- 
jan  in  a  car  drawn  by  four  horses,  as  he  is  repre- 
sented on  many  monuments  of  the  triumphs  of 
that  emperor;  and  his  figure  here  corresponds 
with  the  image  of  him  which  is  preserved  upon 
the  arch  of  Beneventum  in  Italy.  On  either  side, 
in  square  compartments,  were  seen  the  attendants 
preceding  and  following  the  triumphal  car. 

Descending  from  the  Museum^  we  observed 
some  remains  of  the  ancient  walls  of  the  city 
upon  its  southern  side,  and  of  the  entrance  from 
Phalerum.  The  vestiges  of  these  walls  also 
appear  extending  towards  the  monument  of 
Philopappus,  which  they  inclosed :  thence  they 
declined  towards  the  Pirasean  gate,  in  a  line  of 
direction  almost  due  north  and  south.  Afterwards, 
crossing  the  plain,  we  visited  the  theatre  and 
cave  of  Bacchus.  Nothing  exists  now  of  the 
theatre,  excepting  the  space  for  the  seats,  as  in 
the  earliest  ages  of  dramatic  representation  it 
was  universally  formed,  by  scooping  the  sloping 
side  of  a  rock.  But  how  majestic,  and  how 
perfect  in  its  preservation,  rises  the  monument  oi 
Thrasyllus  above  this  theatre!  and  how  sublime 
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the  whole  groupe  of  objects  with  which  i 
associated  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  and  1 
the  work  of  dilapidation  had  commenced 
ancient  sun-dial ;  the  statue  of  the  god 
pillars  for  thie  tripods  ;  the  majestic  citadel 
last  of  these  has  indeed  defied  the  deso 
ravages  of  Barbaric  power ;  but  who  shall 
behold  the  other  objects  in  this  afFecting 
as  they  then  appeared'?  or  in  what  distant 
try,  and  obscure  retreat,  may  we  look  toi 
mutilated  fragments  ? 

On  the  following  day  we  set  out  to  visit 
prodigious  columns,  which,  owing  to  their 
nitude  and  situation,  are  almost  every  wh 
view,  bearing  traditionally  the  name  of  Hac 
Pillars.  In  our  way  thither,  we  passed  be 
an  arch  which  conducted  from  the  old  ( 
Tlieseus  to  the  New  Athens,  built  by  Ha( 
upon  which  the  several  appellations  of 
the  Arch  of  Hadrian,  Arch  of  Theseus,  and 
of  iEgeus,  have  been  bestowed.  The  ston 
put  together  without  cement ;  but  the  w 
adorned  with  a  row  of  Corinthian  pilaste 
columns,  with  bases  supporting  an  upper  1 
the  same  style  of  architecture,  thereby  dei 
a  mode  of  building  more  characteristic  < 
age  of  Hadrian  than  of  any  earlier  peri 
Athenian  history.  In  endeavouring  to  tn 
origin,  and  to  ascertain  its  antiquity,  thi 
view  of  it  seems  to  suggest  as  the  most  pre 
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opinion  concerning  this  structure;  that  it  was  a 
triumphal  arch,  erected  in  honour  of  Hadrian, 
upon  his  coming  to  Athens. 

A  new  Athens  had  arose  under  the  auspices 
of  this  emperor.  Magnificent  temples,  stately 
shrines,  unsullied  altars,  awaited  the  benecjiictions 
of  the  i^Hftidoial  monarch;  and  the  Athenians, 
na'tuialty  prone  to  adulation,  did  not  neglect  to 
bestou  it  upon  a  lienefactor  so  well  disposed  for 
its  reception*  Thc^  triumphal  arch  was  prepared  ; 
and  la  Siting  clmrai  ters,  thereon  inscribed,  have 
proclaimed  tosticceeding  ages  that  '*  The  Athens 
of  Haciiian  had  (clipsed  the  city  of  Theseus." 

We   now   advanced   towards   the   stupendous 
pillars  which  also  bear  the  name  of  that  emperor; 
and  a  much  more  difficult  task  would  remain, 
if  we  should  undertake  to  develope  the  circum- 
stances of  their  history.  According  to  the  routine 
of  objects  as  they  were  obsei-ved  by  Pausanias, 
on  this  side  pf  the  city,  the  hundred  and  twenty 
pillars  of  Phrygian  marble,  erected  by  Hadrian, 
were  in  this  situation ;  that  is  to  say,  south-east- 
ward of  the  Acropolis.    Sixteen  columns  of  white 
marble,  each  six  feet  in   diameter,   and  nearly 
sixty  feet  in  height,  now  remain  standing ;  all  of 
the  Corinthian  order,  beautifully  fluted,  and  of  the 
most  exquisite  workmanship.     But,  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  plane  upon  which  the  columns 
stand,  travellers  have  been  induced  to  believe 
that  there  were  originally  six  rows  of  pillars, 
awl  tyfcnty  in  e^ach  row,  which  would  complete 
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the  number  mentioned  by  the  ancient  writei 

recent  observations  upon  these  stupendoi 

precious  remains  seem  to  place  the  history 

building  beyond  a  doubt,  and  prove  it  t( 

been  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius,  const 

with  double  rows  of  columns,  ten  in  fror 

twenty -one  in  flank,  amounting  in  all  to  ©n 

dred  and  twenty-four ;  the  qylcnt  of  i\u 

being  one  hundred  and  seventf-one  feet,  ; 

length  of  the  flank  more  thaiufour  luindr 

which  sumptuous  and  stately  tdyple,  these 

are  the  majestic  ruin.    The  area,  nithin  w 

stood,  was  four  stadia  in  circumference.    " 

(says  a  learned  traveller)  afforded  no  exai 

this  species  of  building.     It  was  one  of  tl 

marble  edifices  which  had  raised  to  the  p 

of  renown  the  architects  who  planned 

men,  it  is  said,  admired  in  the  assembly 

gods  for  their  wisdom  and  excellence." 

of  the  columns  still  support  their  archil 

one  of  which,  being  measured  while  we  ^ 

Athens,  was  found  to  equal  three  feet  in 

and,  although  of  one  entire  piece  of  ma 

extended,  in  length,  twenty-two  feet  six 

Upon  the  top  of  the  entablature,  on  the  i 

side  of  the  principal  group,  is  shewn  the  d 

of  a  hermit,  who  fixed  his  solitary  abod 

this  eminence,  and  dedicated  his  life  ent 

the  contemplation  of  the  sublime  objects  b] 

his  mansion  was  every  where  surrounded. 

teen  of  these  pillar;  were  standing  in  16' 
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was  afterwards  thrown  down,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  new  mosque  in  the  market-place. 
Such  instances  of  dilapidation  on  the  part  of  the 
Turks  are,  fortunately,  very  rare ;  and  we  find 
that,  in  this  instance,  the  damage  done  to  the 
remains  of  the  temple  was  made  a  pretext  for 
extorting  filteeii  jnu-ses  from  the  Governor  of 
Athens ;  a  tax  levirtl  by  the  Pasha,  as  expressly 
stated,  for  the  violence  committed  by  the  Wai- 
vodc,  iii  overthrowing  the  pillar. 
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Fisit  to  the  River  Ilissvs. — A  famous  Fmtm 
Antiquity. — The  noble  Stadiutti^  or'^^htai 
Gymnastic  Exhibitions. —  The  Sepulchre  t 
rodes. — Extraoi^dinary  Panorvmlv  Prusp^i 
Mount  Anchesmus — Descriptitm  of  the  i 
Objects. — Excavation  of  ancienl  Tombs  and 
in  search  of  curious  remains  of  aHfi(ji(!tj> 
scription  of  the  Articles  obtained.     *» 

4m 

Descending  from   the  area   of  the  1 

towards  the  river  Ilissus,  we  visited  the  fc 

Callirrhoe,  sometimes  called  Enneacrunus. 

From  the  bed  of  the  Ilissus,  after  visitii 

part  of  it  where  the  marble  bridge  of  three 

crossed,  mentioned  by  all  writers,  we  ascer 

view  the  remains  of  the  Stadium  Panathen 

which  was,  in  fact,  a  continuation  of  the  1: 

for  the  latter  was  seventy  feet  wide,  an 

ducted  immediately  into  the  arena  of  the  1 

It  has  been  usual  to  say  of  this  most  woi 

of  all  the  mai*vellous  works  of  He  rodes  J 

that  nothing  now  remains  of  its  former 

licence.     To  our  eyes,  every  thing  neces 

impress  the  mind  with  an  accurate  idea 

object  itself,  and  of  its  grandeur,  and  of  t 

digious  nature  of  the  work,  seemed  to  exi^ 

it  had  been  in  its  perfect  state.     The   ! 
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ivering  of  the  seats,  it  Is  true,  no  longer  appears; 
it  the  lines  are  visible  of  the  difTerent  ranges, 
d  perhaps  a  part  of  the  covering  itself  might 
brought  to  light  by  a  removal  of  the  soil. 
le  absence  of  ornament  is  of  little  consequence 
to  the  general  effect:  the  decorations  of  the 
ructure,  however  costly  in  their  nature,  may  be 
sily  imagined;  and  if,  instead  of  having  ran- 
cked  the  quarries  of  Pentelicusfor  its  garniture, 
me  more  precioiis  material  had  been  used,  the 
perficial  inveslnicnt  in  so  vast  a  theatre  would 
t  materially  Iulvi-  altered  its  general  appear- 
ce.  The  re^mains  of  similar  buildings  still 
ist  in  different  parts  of  Greece;  but  this  of 
hens  surpasses,  as  in  the  days  of  its  splendour, 
ery  other  in  the  world.  Its  form  is  so  perfect, 
tt  the  spectator,  traversing  the  arena  between 
sloping  sides,  toward  the  south-eastern  extre- 
ty,  iiilmost  imagines  himself  to  be  transported 
the  age  in  which  it  was  prepared  for  the  recep- 
n  of  its  innumerable  guests  ;  and  when  seated 
the  higher  part  of  it,  where  people  from  all 
Uca^  ranged  by  thousands,  beheld  a  still  ga- 
jring  multitude,  thronging  eagerly  toward  the 
at,  every  countenance  animated  by  the  great- 
38  of  the  solemnity,  and  every  heart  beating 
th  the  most  impatient  expectation,  how  affecting 
the  scene  before  him  !  Nothing  is  wanted  to 
ider  it  more  impressive,  but  the  actual  presence 
the  pomp  itself;  the  noise  of  the  chariots,  the 
incing   and  the   neighing  of  the  horses,  the 
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Bouud:^  of  the  music,  the  exhibition  of  the 
batants,  and  the  shouts  of  the  people.  E\ 
passages,  through  which  ferocious  animali 
conducted  into  the  arena,  and  the  entranc 
retreats  for  those  who  contested  prizes,  5 
main  almost  in  their  entire  state.  Nothii 
been  removed  or  destroyed,  but  the  parts 
were  merely  ornamental,  and  these  are  not 
in  the  general  survey  of  a  structure  nece 
simple  as  to  its  form,  and  inexpressibly  gr( 
striking  in  its  aspect :  and  this  efiect  is 
not  solely  to  its  artificial  i  haracter,  but 
grandeur  of  its  appearance  as  a  work  of  r 
the  veiy  mountains  having  contributed 
operations  of  art  in  its  formation.  Such 
bination  may  be  often  observed  in  ancient  tl 
of  a  semicircular  form;  but  there  is  not  s 
stance,  where  the  natural  lineaments  of  the  c 
have  admitted  of  a  similar  adaption  to  the 
priate  shape  of  the  (Gfrecian  building.  This  sj 
memorial  of  Attic  splendour,  and  of  the  1 
of  a  private  citizen  of  Athens,  became  ulti 
his  funeral  monument;  and  a  very  curio 
covery  may  be  reserved  for  future  travel 
the  majestic  sepulchre  of  Herodes  himsel 
was  here  interred,  with  the  highest  obsequi 
most  distinguished  honours  that  a  grateful 
could  possibly  bestow  upon  the  tomb  of  a 
factor,  who  spared  not  expence  for  them  w 
was  living,  and  every  individual  of  whor 
ticipated  in  his  bounty  at  his   death.     A 
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stward  of  the  Stadium,  are  the  vestiges  of  the 
mple  of  Diana.  Having  again  crossed  the 
ssus,  we  observed,  near  to  its  northern  bank, 
me  remains,  which  travellers  have  considered 
those  of  the  Lyceum.  Hence  we  proceeded 
ward  the  East,  to  ascend  Mount  Anchesmus, 
d  to  enjoy  in  one  panoramic  survey  the  glorious 
ospect,  presented  from  its  summit,  of  all  the 
tiquities  and  natural  beauties  in  the  Athenian 
ain.  At  the  foot  of  this  mount  were  the  remains 
a  reservoir,  constructed  by  Adrian  for  the  pur- 
se of  receiving  water  for  his  new  city,  after 
ing  conveyed  by  a  most  expensive  aqueduct, 
lose  broken  piers  may  be  traced  to  the  distance 
seven  miles  from  the  spot,  in  a  north-easterly 
•ection.  The  prospect  embraces  every  object, 
cepting  only  those  upon  the  south-west  side  of 
I  castle.  Instead  of  describing  the  effect  pro- 
ced  in  our  minds  by  such  a'  sight,  I  shall  state, 
J  situation  of  the  observer  is  north-east  of  the 
y,  and  the  reader  may  suppose  him  to  be  look- 
j,  in  a  contrary  direction,  towards  the  Acro- 
lis,  which  is  the  centre  of  this  fine  picture; 
mce,  regarding  the  whole  circuit  of  the  citadel, 
>m  its  north-western  side,  toward  the  south  and 
St,  the  different  parts  of  it  occur  in  the  fol- 
ding order,  although  to  a  spectator  they  all 
pear  to  be  comprehended  in  one  view  : 
Central  object — ^The  lofty  rocks  of  the  Acro- 
lis,  crowned  with  its  majestic  temples,  the 
rthenon,  Erectheum,  &c. 
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Foreground — ^The  whole  of  the  mode  in 
Athens,  with  its  gardens,  ruins,  niosqii 
walls,  spreading  into  the  plain  beneath  the 
A  procession  for  an  Albanian  wtnldiiii 
music,  &c.  was  at  this  time  passing  out  of 
the  gates. 

Right    or    north-western   wing — The 
of  Theseus. 

Left  or  south-eastern  wing — The  ten 
Jupiter  Olympius. 

View  beyond  the  citadel,  proceed inj^  fic 
to  south  and  east — 1.  Areopagus.  2. 
3.  Ilissus.  4.  Site  of  the  temple  of  C 
AgrsB,  and  Fountain  Callirrhoe.  5.  J 
Panathenaicum,  site  of  the  Lyceum,  tkc. 

Parallel  circuit,  with  a  more  extended  R 
1.  Hills  and  defile  of  Daphne,  or  Via  Sa 
Pirieus.  3.  Munychia  and  Phalerum,  4.  i 
5.  iEgina.    6.  More  distant  isles.     7.  Hj 

•Ditto,  still  more  extended — 1.  Pani 
Mountains  beyond  Eleusis  and  Megara.  2 
polis  of  Corinth.  4.  Mountains  of  Pelopc 
5.  The  iEgean  and  distant  islands.  V 

Immediately  beneath  the  eye— 1,  V 
Athens,  with  Abanians  engaged  in  agrii 
herds  of  cattle,  &c.  &c. 

We  remained  on  this  enchanting  spot 
the  greater  part  of  the  day ;  and  havi 
examined  all  the  principal  antiquities 
immediate  vicinity  of  Athens,  we  retuj 
the  gate  leading  to  Anchesmus,  where 
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scribed  marble,  relating  to  Hadrian's  reservoir 
for  water  at  the  foot  of  the  mount,  is  novr  placed. 
After  entering  the  city,  we  resolved  to  try  our 
success  by  making  an  excavation,  not  only  in 
one  of  the  tombs,  but  also!  in  the  exhausted  wellst 
of  which  there  are  many  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Atliens. 

Having  hired  some  Albanian  peasants  for  the 
work,  and  obtained  permission  from  the  Waiwode, 
we  began  the  examination  of  some  of  the  wells, 
intending  afterwards  to  excavate  a  tumulus;  hut 
the  difficulty  of  carrying  on  any  undertaking  .of 
this  kind,  owing  to  the  Jealousy,  not  only  of  the. 
Turks,  but  also  of  the  Greeks,  who  always  sup- 
pose that  some  secret  horde  of. gold  is  the  objeqt 
of  research,  renders  it  liable  to  continual  inter- 
ruption. Tlie  wells  of  Greece  were  always  the 
resort  of  its  inhabitants;  they  were  places  of 
conversation,  of  music,  dancing,  revelling,  and 
almost  every  kind  of  public  festivity :  secondly, 
that  their  remote  antiquity  is  evident  from  the 
following  extraordinary  circumstance :  over  the 
mouth  of  each  well  has  been  placed  a  massive 
marble  cylinder,  nearly  corresponding  as  to  its 
form,  ornaments,  height,  and  diameter,  with  the 
marble  altars  which  are  so  commonly  ccmverted 
by  the  Turks  into  mortars  for  bruising  their  com. 
These  wells  had  no  contrivance  for  raising  wat*r 
by  means  of  a  windlass,  or  even  of  the  simple 
lever,  common  over  all  the  north  of  Europe, 
vrhich  is  often  poised  by  a  weight  at  the  outer 
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extremity.  The  water  rose  so  near  to  the 
that  it  was  almost  within  reach  of  tht'  liai 
the  mode  of  raising  it  was  by  a  hand-lmck 
a  rope  of  twisted  herbs.  Owing  to  the 
use  of  this  rope,  and  its  consequent  frictioi 
the  sides  of  the  well,  the  interior  of  th< 
r  sive  marble  cylinders  has  been  actually 
all  round,  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three 
in  some  instances  transverse  channels 
crossing  the  others  obliquely,  and  to  s 
depth.  An  effect  so  remarkable,  caused 
marble  by  its  attrition  with  one  of  t\u 
substances,  affords  convincing  proof  that 
length  of  time  must  have  elapsed  before 
of  these  furrows  in  the  stone  eould  have 
produced;  and  that  many  ages  would  b 
site  to  form  such  channels  in  any  number. 
The  number  of  terra-cotta  vessels, 
pitchers,  bottles,  some  entire,  others  brot 
very  great.  We  removed  several  in  s 
state,  of  various  sizes  and  forms.  Th< 
chiefly  of  a  coarse  manufacture,  witliout 
or  ornament  of  any  kind ;  but  the  work  me  u 
up  also  the  feet,  handles,  necks,  and  ot) 
of  earthen  vases  of  a  very  superior  qua 
woricmanship  :  some  of  these  were  flutec 
11^  a  jet  black  colour ;  others  of  a  bright  red 

**  to   those  innumerable   fragments  of  tei 

fobnd  upon  the  site  of  all  Grecian  cities. 
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it  to  Mount  Hymettus — Temple  of  Diana — 
Monastery  of  Saliani — Temple  of  Fenus^  and 
fountain  said  to  he  conducive  to  Pregnancy. — 
ilorious  Prospect  from  the  summit  of  Mount 
fymettus. — Cfrandeur  of  the  View  of  Corinth 
^om  the  Parthenon  of  Athens. 

E  next  set  out  upon  an  excursion  to  Mount 
iiettus,  intending  to  visit  the  summit  of  the 
ntain.     Having  taken  with  us  horses,  a  guide, 

provisions  for  the  djiy,  we  left  Athens  for 
pui'pose  at  sun-rise.  In  our  way  we  crossed 
Ilissus;  and  again  passing  the  Stadium,  we 
ed  a  small  Greek  chapel  toward  the  east, 
I  the  top  of  a  hill.  This  building  was  alluded 
I  the  preceding  chapter,  as  marking  the  site 
be  temple  of  Diana.  We  saw  here  the  re- 
ts of  columns  of  three  distinct  orders  in 
itecture  ;  the  most  ancient  Doric,  the  Ionic, 
the  Corinthian. 

mce  we  proceeded  to  the  monastery  of  Sa- 
,  upon  Mount  Hymettus.    Learned  travellers 

believed  this  to  have  been  anciently  re- 
led  as  the  scene  where  the  jealous  Procris 
her  fate  from  the  unerring  dart  of  Diana, 
h  she  had  given  to  her  husband  Cephalus. 
nple  of  Venus  stood  upon  the  spot ;  and  n^ar 
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it  there  was  a  fouotain  whose  water  was  believed 
to  conduce  to  pregnancy,  and  to  facilitate  partu- 
rition. The  modern  superstition  with  regard  to 
the  fountain,  which  is  close  to  the  conventy  ap- 
pear to  have  confirmed  these  opinions :  the  prieste 
state  that  '^  a  dove  is  seen  to  fly  from  heaven,  to 
drink  of  the  water  annually,  at  die  feast  of  Pente- 
cost." It  is  remarkable  that  superstition  sfaonld 
thus  have  selected  the  bird  which  was  peculiarly 
sacred  to  Venus :  and  it  is  also  added  that  the 
Greek  women  still  repair  to  the  monastery  at 
pailicular  seasons. 

From  this  monastery  it  is  practicable  to  ride 
the  whole  way  to  the  summit  of  Hymettus ;  but 
we  preferred  walking,  that  we  might  the  more 
leisurely  examine  every  object,  and  collect  the 
few  plants  in  flower  at  this  late  season  of  the  year. 
We  saw  partridges  in  great  abundance^;  and  bees, 
in  all  parts  of  the  mountain ;  not  only  at  the 
monastery,  where  a  regular  apiary  is  kept,  but 
also  in  such  number,  dispersed  and  feeding  about 
the  higher  parts  of  Hymettus,  that  the  primeval 
breed  may  still  exist  among  the  numerous  wild 
stocks  which  inhabit  the  hollow  trees  and  clefts 
of  the  rocks.  Their  favourite  food,  the  wild 
thyme,  in  almost  every  variety,  grows  abundantly 
upon  the  mountain,  and  to  this  circumstance  may 
be  owing  the  very  heating  quality  of  the  honey 
of  Hymettus.  The  powerful  aromatic  exhalation 
of  these  plants  fills  the  air  with  a  spicy  odour; 
indeed,  this  scented  atmosphere  is  a  very  striking 
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characteristic  of  Greece  and  of  its  islands,  but  it 
peculiarly  distinguishes  the  mountains  of  Attica. 
The  ascent  was  truly  delightful ;  the  different 
prospects  varying  in  extent  and  magnificence,  as 
we  pursued  a  devious  track  among  the  rocks,  in 
our  way  upward  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  We 
reached  the  summit  about  twelve  o'clock  :  there 
was  no  wind,  and  the  sky  was  without  a  cloud. 
From  the  spot  where  we  were  seated,  a  tremen- 
dous chasm  of  Hymettus,  awfbUy  grand,  ex- 
tended, in  one  wide  amazing  sweep,  from  the 
summit  to  the  base  of  the  mountain.  Into  this 
precipitous  ravine  there  projected  from  its  sides 
the  most  enormous  crags  and  perpendicular  rocks. 
These  were  the  fore-ground  of  this  sublime  pic- 
ture ;  the  eye  looking  down  into  an  abyss,  which 
at  the  bottom  opened  into  a  glorious  valley, 
reaching  across  the  whole  promontory  of  Attica, 
from  sea  to  sea.  Beyond  appeared  the  broad 
and  purple  surface  of  the  iEgean,  studded  with 
innumerable  islands,  and  shining  with  streaks  of 
the  most  effulgent  light. 

We  now  remained  in  the  citadel  during  an 
entire  day ;  that  we  might  once  more  leisurely 
survey  the  interesting  objects  it  contains ;  and, 
lastly,  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  from  the 
Parthenon,  the  sun  setting  behind  the  Acropolis 
of  Corinth ;  one  of  the  finest  sights  in  all  Greece. 

The  sun  was  now  setting,  and  we  repaired  to 
the  Parthenon.    This  building,  in  its  entire  state, 
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either  as  a  Heatben  temple,  or  as  a  CI 
sanctuary,  was  lighted  only  by  means  of 
it  had  no  windows ;  but  the  darkness  of 
terior  was  calculated  to  aid  the  Pagan  cere 
by  one  of  the  most  powerful  agents  of  si 
tion.  The  priests  at  Jerusalem  have  prol 
a  similar  mode  of  construction,  for  their  pre 
miracle  of  the  "  holy  fire "  at  the  tomb 
Messiah  ;  and  the  remains  of  many  ancient 
and  buildings  in  Egypt  and  in  Greece,  s 
prove  that  the  earliest  places  of  idolatro 
ship  were  all  calculated  to  obstruct  ratb 
to  admit  the  light.  Even  in  its  present 
dated  state,  the  Parthenon  still  retains  son 
of  its  original  gloomy  character  :  it  is  thii 
gives  such  a  striking  effect  to  the  app< 
of  the  distant  scenery,  as  it  is  beheld  t 
the  portal  by  a  spectator  from  within,  ¥ 
proaches  the  western  entrance.  The  Ac 
of  Corinth  is  so  conspicuous  from  within  th 
that  the  portal  of  the  temple  se^ms  to  ha^ 
contrived  for  the  express  purpose  of  guid 
eye  of  the  spectator  precisely  to  that  p 
view.  Perhaps  there  was  another  tempi 
a  corresponding  scope  of  observation,  wit 
Corinthian  citadel.  Something  of  this  nati 
be  observed  in  the  construction  of  old 
Catholic  churches,  where  there  are  crevic 
culated  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  th 
through  the  darkness  of  the  night,  toward 
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sanctuaries  remotely  situate ;  whether  for  any 
purpose   of  religious  intercourse,  by  means  of 
lights  conveying  signs  to  distant  priests  of.  the 
celebration  of  particular  solemnities,  or  as  bea- 
cons for  national  signals,  it  is  not  pretended  to 
determine.  As  evening  drew  on,  the  lengthening 
shadows  began  to  blend  all  the  lesser  tints,  and 
to  give  breadth  and  a  bolder  outline  to  the  vast 
objects  in  the  glorious  prospect  seen  from  this 
building,  so  as  to  exhibit  them  in  distinct  masses ; 
the  surface  of  the  Sinus  Saronicus,  completely 
land-locked,  resembled  tha:t  of  a  shining  lake, 
surrounded  by  mountains  of  majestic  form,  and 
illustrious  in   the  most   affecting  recollections. 
There  is  not  one  of  those  mountains  but  may  be 
described,  in  the  language  of  our  classic  bard, 
as   "  breathing  inspiration."    Every  portion  oif 
territory  comprehended  in  the  general   survey 
has  been  rendered  remarkable   as  the  scene  of 
some  conspicuous  event  in  Grecian  story;  either 
as  the  land  of  genius,  or  the  field  of  heroism ; 
as  honoured  by  the  poet's    cradle,   or  by  the 
patriot's  grave  ;  as  exciting  the  remembrance  of 
all  by  which  human  nature  has  been  adorned  and 
dignified ;  or  as  proclaiming  the  awful  mandate 
which  ordains  that  not  only  talents  and  virtue, 
but  also  states  and  empires,  and  even  the  earth 
itself,  shall  pass  away.  The  declining  sun,  casting 
its  last  rays  upon  the  distant  summits  of  Pelo- 
ponnesus, and  tinging  with  parting  glory  the 
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mountains  of  Argolis  and  Achaia,  gave  a 
but  mournful  solemnity  both  to  the  natur 
the  moral  prospect.  It  soon  disappeared, 
blematical  of  the  intellectual  darkness  now 
ing  those  once  enlightened  regions,  night 
on,  shrouding  eveiy  feature  of  the  landscaf 
her  dusky  veil. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

Departure  from  Athens^  fchr  the  Peloponnesus. — 
First  Fiew  of  the  jicropolis,  or  Citadel  of  Corinth. 
— Remains  of  a  Temple  of  Jupiter. — J^norancfS 
of  Greek  Pilots. — Greek  Medals.  —  Interesting 
and  Pastoral  Character  of  the  surrounding 
Country. — Specimens  of  the  Albanian  Peasantry  y 
and  their  Mode  of  Life. 

We  now  left  Athens  at  sun-rise,  for  the  PiraBUs. 
The  Governor  of  Athens  had  previously  com- 
missioned a  confidential  Turk  to  accompany  us  in 
the  capacity  of  Tchohadar :  this  person  travelled 
with  us  as  an  oflicer  who  was  to  provide'  for  us 
upon  all  occasions,  and  to  be  responsible  for  our 
safety  among  the  Albanians. 

As  we  sailed  from  the  Piraeus,  we  soon  per- 
ceived the  Acropolis  of  Corinth,  and,  behind  it, 
high  mountains,  which  were  much  covered  by 
clouds,  although  the  day  was  remarkably  fine. 
We  lost  some  time  in  the  harbour,  and  were  after- 
wards detained  by  calms.  A  mountain  of  very 
great  elevation  was  now  visible*  behind  the  lofty 
rocks  of  the  Corinthian  citadel,  and  at  a  great  . 
distance.  About  five  p.  m.  we  were  close  in  with 
^ina;  and  as  we  di*ewnear  to  the  island,  we 
had  a  fine  view  of  the  magnificent  remains  of  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Panhellenius,  its  numerous 
l^oric  columns  standing  in  a  mostcon»picuou8^ 
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situation  upon  the  mountain  of  Panhellenius,  high 
above  the  north-eastern  shore  of  the  island,  and 
rising  among  trees^  as  if  surrounded  by  woods. 
This  is  the  most  ancient  and  the  most  remarkable 
ruin  of  all  the  temples  of  Greece :  the  inhabitants 
of  iEgina,  in  a  very  remote  age,  maintained  that 
it  was  built  by  iEacus. 

As  we  drew  near  to  Peloponnesus,  the  moun- 
tains of  Argolis  began  to  appear  in  great  grandeur. 
We  passed  along  the  northern  shore  of  an  island, 
called  by  our  mariners  Anchestri :  it  was  covered 
with  trees.  The  pilots  and  sailors  are  verj'  igno- 
rant even  of  the  navigation  of  their  own  coasts. 
As  soon  as  fogd  or  darkness  begin  to  obscure  the 
land,  the  Greek  pilots  remain  in  total  ignorance 
of  their  situation:  generally, losing  their  presence 
of  mind,  they  either  run  their  ships  ashore,  or 
abandon  the  helm  altogether^  and  have  recourse 
to  tlie  picture  of  some  Saint,  supplicatijig  his 
miraculous  interference  for  theii-  safety.  It  more 
than  once  happened  to  us,  to  have  the  respon- 
sibility of  guiding  the  vessel,  without  mariners 
compass,  chart,  or  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
naval  affairs.  It  may  be  supposed  that  under  such 
circumstances  an  infant  would  have  been  fouad 
equally  fit  for  the  undertaking.  This  was  much 
the  case  on  the  present  occasion  :  we  were  close 
in  with  a  lee-shore :  fortunately,  the  weather  was 
almost  calm ;  and  onr  interpreter,  who  was  by 
much  the  best  seaman  of  a; bad  crew,  had  sta- 
tioned himself  in  the  prow  of  the  <5aique,  and 
continued  sounding  as  we- drew  nigh  to  the  land. 
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esently,  being  close  in  with  the  shore,  we  dis- 
rned  the  mouth  of  a  small  cave;  into  which,  by 
ivering  our  sails,  and  taking  to  the  oars,  we 
ought  the  vessel ;  and,  heaving  out  the  anchor, 
termined  to  wait  here  until  the  next  morning. 
When  day-light  appeared,  vve  found  ourselves 
a  wild  and  desert  place,  without  sign  of  habi- 
ion,  or  any  trace  of  a  living  being  :  high  above 
were  rocks,  and  among  these  flourished  many 
ciiriant  evergreens.  We  did  not  remain  to  make 
ther  examination  of  this  part  of  the  coast ;  biit 
t  the  anchor  up,  and,  standing  out  to  sea,  bore 
ay  towards  the  south-west.  We  had  not  a 
op  of  fresh  water  on  board,  but  drank  wine  as 
substitute,  and  ate  some  cold  meat  for  our 
eakfast,  the  worst  beverage  and  the  worst  food 
traveller  can  use,  who  wishes,  in  this  climate, 
prepare  himself  for  the  fatigue  he  must  en- 
unter.  Our  pilot  being  also  refreshed  with  the 
ice  of  the  grape,  affected  once  more  to  recognise 
ery  point  of  land,  and  desired  to  know  what 
rt  we  wished  to  enter.  Being  told  that  we  were 
}king  out  for  the  harbour  of  Epidaurus,  he  pro- 
sed to  take  the  vessel  safely  in.  It  was  at  this 
lie  broad  day-light,  and  we  thought  we  might 
nture  under  his  guidance ;  accordingly,  we  were 
nducted  into  a  small  port  nearly  opposite  to 
ichestri.  Here  we  landed  at  ten  o'clock,  a.m. 
d  sent  the  Tchohadar  to  a  small  town,  which 
d  pilot  said  was  near  to  the  port,  to  order  horees. 
e  were  surprised  in  finding  but  few  ruins  near 
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the  shore ;  nor  was  there  any  appearance 
firm  what  he  had  said  of  its  being  Pidau 
saw,  indeed,  the  remains  of  an  old  wall, 
marsh  filled  with  reeds  and  stagnant 
seeming  to  indicate  the  former  existen 
small  inner  harbour  for  boats  that  had  f 
decay.  The  ?iir  of  this  place  was  evider 
wholesome,  and  we  were  impatient  to  lej 
spot.  When  the  Tchohadar  returned  w 
horses,  he  began  to  cudgel  the  pilot; 
discovered  that  Pidauro  was  farther  to  the 
west.  It  is  laid  down  in  some  Italian  map 
the  name  of  Piada.  The  pilot  now  confess 
he  had  never  heard  of  such  a  port  as  Pic 
his  life.  As  it  would  have  been  a  vain  unde 
to  navigate  any  longer  under  such  auspi( 
came  to  the  resolution  of  dismissing  oui 
altogether. 

The  road  from  the  port  to  the  town  of 
extends  through  olive  plautatiotis  and  vie 
The  town  itself  is  situate  upon  a  lofty  i 
rocks,  and  was  formerly  protected  by  an  ol( 
still  remaining.  In  consequence  of  our 
after  ancient  medals,  several  Venetian  coi 
offered  to  us ;  and  the  number  of  them  fou 
may  serve  to  explain  the  origin  of  the 
which  was  probably  built  by  the  Venetian 
Greek  silver  medals,  as  it  is  well  known,  a 
covered  with  a  dark  surface,  in  some  ir 
quite  black,  resembling  black  varnisL 

Our  journey  from  Epiada  towards  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


FINE  SCENERY.  509 

Epidauria  led  us  over  mountains,  and  through 
e  most  delightful  valleys  imaginable.  In  those 
lleys  we  found  the  Aibutus  Andrachne,  with 
me  other  species  of  the  same  genus  flourishing 
the  greatest  exuberance,  covered  with  flowers 
id  fruit.  The  fruit,  in  every  thing  but  flavour 
id  smell,  resembled  large  hautbois  strawberries, 
'e  passed  an  ancient  edifice  :  it  was  near  to  a 
indmill  in  a  valley  towards  the  right  of  our  road, 
d  at  some  distance  from  us.  Nothing  could  ex- 
?ed  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery  during  the  rest 
our  ride  to  Ligurio.  On  every  side  of  us  we  he- 
ld mountains,  reaching  to  the  clouds ;  although 
J  rode  continually  through  delicious  valleys, 
vered  by  c  ultivated  fields,  or  filled  with  myrtles, 
iwering  shrubs,  and  trees.  Every  fertile  spot 
emed  to  be  secluded  from  all  the  rest  of  the 
)rld,  and  to  be  protected  from  storms  by  the 
fty  summits  with  which  it  was  surrounded.  A 
lite  dress,  worn  by  the  peasants^  reminded  us 
the  garments  often  seen  upon  ancient  statues ; 
d  it  gave  to  these  delightful  retreats  a  costume 
the  greatest  simplicity,  with  the  most  striking 
ect.  Our  guide  had  spoken  in  rapturous  terms 
the  country  they  had  beheld  in  Arcadia ;  but 
e  fields,  and  the  groves,  and  the  mountains, 
d  the  vales  of  Argolis,  surpassed  all  that  we 
d  imagined,  even  from  his  description  of  the 
lest  parts  of  the  Peloponnesus.  To  render  the 
iect  of  the  landscape  still  more  impressive, 
epherds,  upon  distant  bills,  b^gan  to  play,  as  it 
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were  an  evening  service,  upon  their  reed- 
seeming  to  realize  the  ages  of  poetic  fictioi 
filling  the  mind  with  dreams  of  innocence, 
if  it  dwell  any  where  on  earth,  may  perh 
found   in  these  retreats,  apart  frotn  the 
of  the  disturber,  whose  dwelling  is  in  citi 
courts,  amidst  wealth,  and  ambition,  and 
All  that  seems  to  be  dreaded  in  these  p 
retreats   are   the  casual  and  rare  visits 
Turkish  lords.     We  passed  the  night  at  ^ 
called  a  conak,  or  inn ;  but  in  reality  a  wr 
hovel,  where  horses,  asses,  and  cattle  of 
description,   lodge  with  a  traveller  benej 
same  roof,  and  almost  upon  the  same  flc 
raised  platform  about  twelve  inches  high,  f 
a  low  stage,  at  one  extremity  of  the  build 
the  part  appropriated  to  the  guests  ;  cattl 
pying  the  other  part,  which  is  generally  tl 
spacious  of  the  two.     Want  of  sleep  m 
traveller  little  fastidious  as  to  where 
down :  and  fatigue  and  hunger  soon  am 
all   those  sickly   sensibilities   which  bes( 
during  a  life  of  indolence  and   repletioi 
have   passed  many  a  comfortable  hour  i 
places ;  and  when^  instead  of  the  conak,  \ 
invite^   to    the   cleanly   accommodation 
beneath  the   still  humbler  shed  of  an  A 
peasant,  the  night  was  spent  in  thankfuln 
luxury. 


1^. 
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rrival  at  Corom — Singular  Race  of  Dogs. -^Greek 
Game, — Immense  ancient  Theatre  of  Poly cletus. 
Journey  to  Argos. — Beauty  and  Fertility  of  the 
Country, — A  Pul^lic  Rejoicing. — Scene  df  Greek 
Wrestlins^. — The  Pyrrhic^  or  IVar-dance  of  the 
ancient  Greeks. 


Proceeding  southward  from  Llgurlo,  we 
on  arrived  at  a  small  village  called  Corpni, 
lose  inhabitants  were  shepherds.  Here  we 
ticed  a  noble  race  of  dogs,  similar  to  the  breed 
ind  in  the  province  of  Abruzzo  in  Italy  ;  and 
is  somewhat  singular,  that  the  very  spot  which 
II  bears  an  appellation  derived  from  the  name 
the  mother  of  i^Esculapius,  should  be  now 
narkable  for  the  particular  kind  of  animal 
iterially  connected  with  his  history/  It  was 
shepherd's  dog  who  guarded  the  infant  god/ 
len  exposed  uppn  Mount  Titthion.  We  saw 
young  one,  of  great  size  and  beauty.  It  re- 
nbled  a  wolf,^  with  shining  black  hair. 
At  Corohi,  turning  towards  the  east,  we  had 
5  first  sight  of  the  Hieron.  Its  general  dispo-  ' 
ion  may  have  been  anticipated  by  the  reader, 
the  description  already  given  of  the  features 
E^idauria.    It  is  a  small  and  beautiful  valley, 
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surrounded  by  high  mountains ;  one  of  superior 
magnitude  bounding  the  prospect  on  its  eastern 
6ide*  This»  from  its  double  summit,  consisting 
of  two  rounded  eminences,  may  be  the  mammil- 
lary  mountain,  thence  called  Titthion,  by  ancient 
writers. 

We  then  went,  by  an  ancient  road,  to  the  top 
of  a  hill  towards  the  east ;  and  found  upon  the 
summit  the  remains  of  a  temple,  with  steps  lead- 
ing to  it  yet  remaining  :  there  is  reason  to  believe 
this  to  have  been  the  temple  of  the  Coryphaum 
Diana,  upon  Mount  Cynortium,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  an  inscription  which  we  discovered 
upon  the  spot.  It  is  imperfect ;  but  it  mentions 
a  priest  of  Diana,  of  the  name  of  Apotatilius,  who 
had  commemorated  his  safety  from  some  disorder. 

Below  this  mountain,  by  the  northern  side  of  a 
water-course,  now  dry,  and  rather  above  the  spot 
where  it  discharged  itself  into  the  valley,  is  a 
small  building  of  a  circular  form,  covered  by 
a  dome,  with  arches  round  the  top. 

Hence  we  repaired  to  the  theatre,  now;  upon 
our  left  hand,  or  southern  side.  We  found  it 
tenanted  by  a  variety  of  animals,  which  were 
disturbed  at  our  approach :  hares,  red-legged 
partridges,  and  tortoises.  The  coilon  of  this 
theatre,  as  usual,  has  been  scooped  in  the  side 
of  a  mountain ;  but  it  faces  the  north*  As  the 
sea  could  not  enter  into  the  perspective,  which 
seems  to  have  been  a  general  aim  of  the  architects 
by  whom  such  8tructui*es  were  planned,  through- 
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Greece,  this  position  of  the  theatre  may  have 
fi  designed  to  aflford  it  as  much  9hade  as  its 
ation  was  capable  of  receiving.  Its  northern 
3ct,  and  the  mountain  towering  behind  it/ 
t  have  protected  the  whole  edifice,  duriBg 
reat  portion  of  the  day,  from  the  beams  of 
sun ;  which  will  be  understood  to  be  a  con* 
rable  advantage,  when  we  recollect  that  the 
jks  were  frequently  obliged  to  carry -urn- 
las  with  them  into  their  theatres^  submitting 
leir  incumbrance,  rather  than  remain  exposed 
le  sun's  rays.  The  wom^,  upon  such  occa- 
j,  were  also  attended  by  their  umbrella- 
ers ;  and  this  custom,  from  the  increase  it 
sioned  in  the  throng,  added  to  the  embar^ 
nent  caused  among  the  audience  by  the 
ier  of  umbrellas  intercepting  the  view  of 
tage,  must  have  rendered  a  shaded  theatre 
ry  desirable  acquisiticjn.  Indeed  we  know 
upon  some  occasions  temporary  sheds  and 
5  awnings  were  erected  for  the  convenience 
le  spectators. 

e  returned  by  the  way  of  Coroni  >  and  near 
gurio  took  a  western  course  in  the  road  l^ad- 
owards  Nauplia,  the  ancient  port  of  Argos. 
r  journeying  ifor  about  an  hour,  through  a 
try  resembling  many  parts  of  the  Apennines, 
aw  a  village  near  the  road,  with  a  ruined 
e  upon  a  hill,  to  the  right,  where  the  remains 
3ssa  are  situate. , 

iripg  this  part  of  our  joor^ey,  the  more 
8  u 
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distant  mountains  of  the  Morea  appe 
tremely  lofty,  elevating  their  naked  sum 
uncommon  sublimity.  The  road  led  tl 
mountain  pass  that  had  been  strongly 
We  saw  every  where  proofs  of  the  fe 
the  soil ;  in  the  more  open  valleys,  pi 
of  pomegranate  and  mulberry-trees ; 
amidst  the  most  rocky  situations,  there 
myrtles,  beautiful  heaths,  and  flowerir 
among  which  sheep  and  goats  were  br 
great  number.  We  met  several  herds 
road,  each  herd  containing  from  sevi 
hundred  head  of  cattle.  As  we  drew  n 
Sea-side,  we  passed  a  very  extensive  ] 
of  olive-trees;  and  came  to  an  ancie 
road,  leading  from  Nauplia  towards  A 
once  renowned  capital. 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessinj 
rejoicing,  which  consisted  of  an  irre, 
charge  of  s^all  artillery  most  wretcV 
naged,  and  the  exhibition  of  athletic  sp< 
the  Governor's  windows ;  followed  afte 
a  few  bad  fireworks,  displayed  without 
by  daylight.  The  athletic  sports  v 
cipally  wrestling  matches.  We  saw  t 
combatants  advance  into  the  arena  ^ 
combat  was  to  take  place :  they  cam 
hand,  capering  and  laughing,  as  if  highl; 
by  the  opportunity  of  shewing  their  8 
sently  they  put  themselves  in  various 
and  began  to  make  faces  at  each  othi 
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e  tight  leather  breeches^  well  soaked  in  oil ; 
ther  respects  their  bodies  were  staiic  naked, 
^pt  being  anointed  with  oil,  and  rubbed  over 
i  dust.  To  gain  the  victory,  it  was  neces- 
not  only  that  one  of  the  combatants  should 
w  the  other,  but  that,  having  thrown  bim,  he 
lid  be  able  to  keep  his  adversary  lying  upon 
back  until  he,  the  c&nqueror,  regained  his 
;  for  in  the  struggle  they  always  fell  toge- 
.  We  had  also  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that 
I;  ancient  military  exercise,  the  Pyrrhic  dance, 
had  perhaps  existed  in  Greece  from  the  time 
ts  introduction  by  the  son  of  Achilles.  In 
» it  was(  a  Spartanr  dance,  and  therefore  pecu- 
y  appropriate  at  a  neighbouring  Nauplian 
val.  It  consisted  of  men  armed  with  sabres 
shields,  who  came  forward  in  a  kind  of  broad- 
rd  exercise,  exhibiting  a  variety  of  martial 
utious,  to  the  sound  of  Turkish  flutes.  Such 
sements  and  customs  are  never  likely  to  be 
[)ntinued  in  any  country,  so  long  as  any  por- 
of  the  original  inhabitants  remains :  indeed^  ^ 
often  pontinue  to  exist  when  a  new  race  has 
eeded  to  the  old  inhabitants ;  being  adopted 
ieir  successors. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Arrnkd at Argos— Population-Estate  of  the  Tom. 
— Public  Si:hQoh — Antiquities. — Priestcrc^t— 
Curious  Discovery  of  a  jrretended  Oracle. — Ex- 
tonsive  and  beautiful  Plains  ofArgos. — Mi/cemc. 
The  supposed  Tomb  of  Agamemjion — Immense 
Scale  of  its  Masonry. 

The  population  of  Nauplia  consisted  of  about 
two  thousand  persons,  at  tlie  time  of  our  arriyal. 
The  plague  frequently  rages  during  several  suc- 
cesssive  years,  and  carries  off  thousands  of  its 
'inhabitants.  When  free  from  this  scourge,  it  is 
a  very  unhealthy  place,  the  people  being  attacked 
annually  with  a  malaria  fever.  The  few  mer- 
chants who  reside  here  have  generally  country- 
houses,  and  leave  the  town  in  the  summer  months. 
The  only  remedy  is  the  red  Peruvian  bark ;  but 
it  must  be  administered  in  very  powerful  doses. 
A  travejrier  of  Greece  should  consider  this  medi- 
cine as  absolutely  necessary  to  his  existence,  and 
never  journey  unprovided. 

We  employed  the  first  day  of  our  arrival  at 
Argos,  in  examining  the  town  and  its  ruins. 
Argos  is  a  large  straggling  place,  full  of  cottages, 
with  few  good  houses.  The  roofs  here  are  not 
flat,  as  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  east,  but  slope 
like  those  of  northern  nations.    The  same  style 
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f  building  may  be  observed  in  Athens,  and  in 
ther  parts  of  Greece.  The  present  population 
onsists  of  six  thousand,  including  females  and 
hildren.  There  is  a  school  kept  by  a  Greek 
riest.  Being  desirous  to  know  what  the  chil- 
ren  were  taught,  we  vimted  the  master,:  wha 
semed  pleased  by  our  inquiries,  as  if  he  had 
estowed  pains  up6n  his  scholars.  He  said  they 
ere  instructed  in  writing,  arithmetic,  astronomy, 
hysic,  and  rhetoric.  The  houses  in  Argos  are 
iiilt  with  a  degree  of  regularity,  and  fitted  up 
ith  some  comforts  uncommon  in  this  paH  6f 
le  world,  although  in  other  respects  they  are 
retched  hovels.  They  are  all  ranged  in  right 
nes,  or  in  parallel  lines;  and  each  bouse,  con- 
sting  of  a  single  stoiy,  has  an  oven;  so. that 
ere  even  the  Albanians  do  npt  bake  their  un- 
lavened  cakes  upon  the  hearth,  as  it  is  usual 
Isewhere  in  their  cottages.  i 

The  antiqtrities  of  Argos,  once  so  numerous, 
ay  be  now  comprised  within  a  very  short  list. 
After  visiting  the  remains  of  a  theatre,  we 
lund,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  (]^the  Acropolis,  one 
F  the  most  curious  remains  yet  discovered  among 
16  vestiges  of  Pagan  priestcraft :  it  was  nothing 
88  than  one  of  the  oracular  shrines  of  Argos, 
luded  to  by  ancient  historians,  laid  open  to  in- 
)ection,  like  the  toy  which  a  child  has  broken 
i  see  the  contrivance  by  which  its  music  is 
reduced.  A  more  interesting  sight  for  modem 
iriosity  can  hardly  be  conceived  to  exist  among 
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ihe  rw»  ctf  any  Grecian  city.  In  its  < 
Qtate  it  hid  been  a  temple ;  the  farther  p^ 
the  entrance,  where  the  altar  was,  being  a 
tatiea  of  the  rock,  and  the  front  and  ro 
struoted  with  baked  tiles.  The  altar  yet  r 
and  part  of  the  superstructure :  but  tli 
remarkable  part  of  the  whole  is  a  seer 
terraneous  passage^  terminating  behind  th 
|ts  entrance  being  at  a  considerable  c 
towards  the  right  of  a  person  facing  th( 
and  so  cunningly  contrived  as  to  have 
aiperture,  easily  concealed,  and  level  w 
surface  of  the  rock.  This  was  bareh 
tOQUgh  to  admit  the  entrance  of  a  single  ] 
who  having  descended  into  the  narrow  p 
night  creep  along  until  he  arrived  immc 
behind  the  centre  of  the  altar ;  where,  be 
by  some  colossal  statue  or  other  sere 
sound  of  his  voice  would  produce  a  most  k 
f^ffeci  among  the  humble  votaries  prostr 
neaih,  who  were  listening  in  silence  U] 
floor  of  the  sanctuary.  We  amused  oi 
for  a  few  minutes,  by  endeavouring  to  mi 
sort  of  solemn  fairce  acted  upon  these  occ 
and  as  we  delivered  a  mock  oracle,  fr 
cavernous  throne  of  the  altar,  a  reverb^ 
caused  by  the  sides  of  the  rock,  affc 
toterable  specimen  of  the  oracles,  as  the 
formerly  delivered  to  the  credulous  vot 
this  now  forgotten  shrine.  Ther^  were  no 
than  iwenty-five  of  these  juggling  fh 
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eloponnesus,  and  as  many  in  the  single  province 
f  Bueotia :  and  sarely  it  will  never  again  become 

question  among  learned  men,  whether  the 
Qswers  in  them  were  given  by  the  inspiration  of 
vil  spirits,  or  whether  they  proceeded  from  the 
spostnre  of  priests. 

We  now  took  leave  of  the  hospitable  Argos, 
nd  set  out  for  Mycenae,  the  city  of  Agamemnon, 
uticipating  a  treat  among  tho^e  ruins.  We 
Qtered  the  spacious  plains  of  Argos,  level  as  the 
ill  surface  of  a  calm  sea,  and  extending  in  one 
ch  field,  with  the  most  fertile  soil,  from  the 
louths  of  the  Inachus  towai*ds  the  north.  Having 
g^ain  crossed  a  dry  channel,  and  looking  back 
)wards  the  Larissean  citadel,  the  lofty  conical 
ill  of  the  Acropolis  appeared  rising  in  the  midit 
r  this  plain,  as  if  purposely  contrived  to  aflford 
bulwark  for  dominion,  and  for  the  possession 
Pthis  valuable  land;  which,  like  a  vast  garden, 

walled  in  by  mountains.  Such  was  the  in- 
iting  aspect  exhibited  by  this  territory  to  the 
irliest  settlers  in  this  country.  No  labour  was 
sce^sary,  as  amidst  the  forests  and  unbroken 
)il  of  the  North  of  Europe  and  «f  America.  The 
[>lonists^  upon  their  arrival,  found  an  open  field, 
ith  a  rich  impalpable  soil,  already  prepared  by 
rovidence  to  yield  an  abundant  harvest  to  the 
rst  adventurer  who  should  scatter  seed  upon  its 
irface.  We  cannot  therefore  wonder,  that 
ithin  a  district  not  containing  more  square 
lies  than  the  most  consideralile  of  our  I^lish 
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parishes^  there  should  have  bieen  established  in 
the  earliest  periods  of  its  history  four  capital 
cities,  Argos,  Mycenae,  Tiryus,  and  Nauplia, 
each  contending  with  the  other  for  superiority. 

On  our  arrival  at  Mycense,  vre  repaired  to  the 
entrance  of  the  supposed  tomb  of  Agamemnoo, 
upon  its  eastern  side. '  Some  steps,  whereof  the 
traces  are  visible,  originally  conducted  to  the 
door.  This  entrance^  built  with  all  the  colossal 
^and^ur  of  Cyclopean  architecture,  is  covered 
by  a  mass  of  stone  of  such  prodigious  size,  that 
were  it  not  for  the  testimony  of  oUiers  who  have 
since  visited  the  tomb,  an  author,  in  simply  stating 
its  dimensions,  might  be  supposed  to  exceed  the 
truth.  The  door  itself  is  not  more  than  ten  feet 
wide;  and  it  is  shaped  like  the  windows  and 
doors  of  the  Egyptian  and  eadiest  Gl-ecian  build- 
ings^  wider  at  the  bottom  thati  at  the  top,  forming 
a  passage  six  yards  long,  covered  by  two  stones. 
The  slab  now  particularly  alluded  to,  is  the  in- 
nermost entablature,  lying  across  the  uprights  ai 
the  portal,  extending  many  feet  into  the  walls  of 
the  tomb  on  either  side.  This  vast  lintel  is  best 
seen  by  a  person  standing  within  the  tomb,  who 
is  looking  back  to\^ard8  the  entrance :  it  con- 
sists of  a  coarse  grained  breccia,  finished  almost 
to  a  polish;  and  the  same  siliceous  aggregate 
may  be  observed  in  the  mountains  near  Mycenx 
as  at  Athens.  We  carefully  measured  this  mass, 
.  and  found  it  to  equal  twenty-seven  feet  in  length, 
seventeen  feet  in  width,  and  four  fee(  seren 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


TOMB  OF  AGAMEMNON.  £21 

inches  in  thickness.  There  are  other  stones  also 
of  immense  size  within  the  tomb;  but  this  is  the 
most  considerable,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  men- 
tioned as  the  largest  slab  of  hewn  stone  in  the 
world. 

Having  passed  the  entrance,  and  being  amv^d 
within  the  interior  of  the  tomb,  we  were  much 
struck  by  the  grandeur  of  its  internal  appearance* 
Here  we  found  that  what  appeal's  externally  to 
be  nothing  more  than  a  high  conical  mound  of 
earth,  contains  within  it  a  circular  chamber  of 
stone,  regularly  built,  and  terminating  above  in  a 
conical  dome,  conesponding  with  the  exterior 
shape  of  the  tumulus.     Its  form  has  been  aptly 
compared  to  that  of  an  English  bee-hive.    The 
interior  superficies  of  the  stone  was  once  lined 
either  with  metal  or  with  marble  plates,  fastened 
on  by  bronze  nails,  many  of  which  now  remain 
as  they  were  originally  driven  into  the  sides. 
We  had  scarcely  entered  beneath   the  dome^ 
before  we  observed,  upon  the  right  hand,  another 
portal,  leading  from  the  principal  chamber  of  the 
tomb  to  an  interior  apartment  of  a  square  form 
and  smaller  dimensions.    The  door-way  to  thi^ 
had  the  same  sort  of  triangular  aperture  aboye 
it  that  we  had  noticed  over  the  main  entrance  to 
the  sepulchre;  and  as  it  was  nearly  closed  to 
the  top  with  earth,  we  stepped  into  the  triangular 
cavity  above  the  lintel,  that  we  might  look  down 
into  the  area  of  this  inner  chamber ;  but  here  it 
was  too  dark  to  discern  any  thing.    Being  afraid 
to  venture  into  a  place  of  unknown  depth,  we 
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collected  and  kindled  a  faggot  of  dry  bushc 

throwing  this  in  a  blaze  to  the  bottom,  ^ 

'.  that  wfe  might  easily  leap  down  and  exam 

whole    cavity.    The    diameter   of   the  c 

chamber  is  sixteen  yards ;  but  the  dimem 

i  the  square  apartment  do  not  exceed  nine 

■  by  seven. 

r  After  leaving  this  sepulchre,  the  Cy( 

walls  of  MycefiJE,  extending  to  a  short  d 

in  a  parallel  projection  from  the  entranc( 

citadel,  pointed  out  to  us  the  approach 

gate  on  this  side,  which  is  built  like  Ston< 

with  two  uprights  of  stone,  and  a  transvt 

tablature  of  the  same  massive  construction. 

■  this  is  a  triangular  repository,  similar  t 

!  already  described  within  the  tomb ;  but 

of  being  empty,  as  in  the  former  instanc 

entirely  filled  by  an  enormous  alto-reliev 

a  stone  block  of  a  triangular  form,  ex 

two  lions,  or  rather  panthers,  standing 

supporters  of  a  modern  coat  of  arms.    Tl 

antiquities  of  Mycenae  must  remain  for  t 

attentive  examination  of  future  travellei 

as  it  is  hoped,  will  visit  the  ruins,  provid 

the  necessary  implements  for  making  res 

where,  with  the  slightest  precaution,  t] 

be  little  liable  to  interruption  od  the  pa 

Turks,  the  place  being  as  destitute  of  inh 

I  and  almost  as  little  known  or  regarded, 

:  in  the  time  of  Strabo,  an  ancient  historis 

j  it  was  believed  that  not  a  vestige  of 

could  b^  folind. 
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,    CHAPTER  XXX. 

Ibanians — Their  hahits  and  modes  of  livUig. — 
NemecRan  River. — Arrival  at  Sicyon — High  state 
of  presentation  of  its  Theatre — Its  extaisive 
Prospects.- — Corinth, — Extraordinary  Fertility 
of  the  neighbouring  Country — Arrival  at  Corinth. 
— Ancient  Grecian  method  of  plating  Marble 
Edifices  with  Metal — Climate  of  Corinth. 

OME  of  our  party  made  an  excursion  to  the 
ins  of  the  temple  of  the  Nemeasan  Jupiter,  which 
m  a  striking  object  as  the  plain  opens.  Three 
iutiful  columns  of  the  Doric  order,  without 
ies,  two  supporting  an  entablature,  and  a  third 
a  sojall  distance  sustaining  its  capital  only, 
I  all  that  remain  of  this  once  magnificent  edi- 
^ ;  but  they  stand  in  the  midst  of  huge  blocks 
narble,  lying  in  all  positions,  the  fragments  of 
jcr  columns,  and  the  sumptuous  materials  of 

building^  detached  from  its  walls  and  foun- 
ions.  The  mountain  Iretus  makes  a  conspi- 
lus  figure,  as  seen  from  this  temple  towards 

south-east.  A  poor  village,  consisting  of 
ee  or  four  huts,  somewhat  farther  in  the  plain 
:he  north  of  this  mountain,  and  north-east  of 

temple,  now  occupies  the  situation  of  the 
ient  village  of  Nemea.  It  hears  tlip  name  of 
pqna;  probably  bestowed  upon  it  in  conse- 
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quence  of  these  ruins.  One  of  its  inhat 
coining  from  those  huts,  joined  our  comp 
the  temple.  He  told  us  that  there  were  fo 
ninety  columns  all  standing  at  this  plac( 
the  other  inhabitants  of  this  little  villag 
sisted  in  the  same  story.  The  column 
remaining,  and  the  broken  shafts  of  many 
lying  near  to  them,  are  grooved :  they  m 
four  feet  ten  inches  in  diameter.  The  sti 
the  foundation  of  the  temple  are  of  very 
size.  We  observed  a  wild  pear-tree,  mer 
by  a  traveller  near  sixty  years  before,  still 
ing  among  the  stones  on  one  side  of  th( 
Having  no  comfortable  means  of  accommc 
for  the  night,  we  accompanied  the  pea^ai 
had  joined  us  to  the  village,  where  the  Teh 
had  already  arrived,  and  engaged  one 
huts  for  our  reception,  and  we  had  here  a 
men  of  Albanian  living  and  manners.  Th 
Albanians,  to  whom  this  little  habitation  bel 
had  swept  the  earth  floor  and  kindled  a  fin 
it,  the  smoke  escaping  through  a  hole 
roof;  one  end  of  the  hut  being^occupied  b 
cattle  and  poultry,  and  the  other  by  the 
and  their  guests.  Having  killed  and  bo 
large  fowl,  we  made  broth  for  all  the 
sitting  in  a  circle  round  the  fire.  Aftei 
imitating  the  example  offered  to  us  by  o 
and  his  family,  we  placed  our  feet  towai 
embers,  aAd  stretched  ourselves  upon  th 
of  thq  cottage  until  the  morning.    We  pei 
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daring  the  night  that  the  women,  instead  of 
sleeping,  were  always  tending  the  fire,  bringing 
fresh  fuel  when  it  was  wanted,  and  spreading 
out  the  embers  so  as  to  warm  the  feet  of  the  men, 
who  were  lying  around  the  hearth.  When  these 
peasants  had  taken  a  short  nap,  they  &at  up,  and  ' 
began  talking.  The  conversation  turned  upon 
the  oppressions  of  their  Turkish  masters.  The 
owner  of  the  hut  told  us  that  each  male  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  tax  of  seventy  piastres;  that  for 
himself,  having  three  sons,  they  detiianded  of 
him  an  annual  payment  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
piastres,  besides  other  contributions;  that  he 
toiled  incessantly  with  his  children  to  gain  enough 
to  satisfy  their  demands,  but  found  himself  unable 
after  lill  his  endeavours.  Having  said  this,  the 
poor  man  shed  tears,  asking  us  if  the  time  would* 
ever  arrive  when  Greece  might  be  delivered  from 
the  Moslem  tyranny;  and  adding,  ^'If  we  had 
but  a  leader,  we  should  flock  together  by  thou- 
sands, and  soon  put  an  end  to  Turkish  dominion.'* 
Towards  morning,  the  braying  of  their  donkies 
set  them  all  in  motion.  Having  asked  the  cause 
of  this  stir,  they  told  us  that  the  day  was  going 
to  break ;  and  upon  further  enquiry  we  learned 
that  the  braying  of  an  ass  was  considered  a  better 
indication  of  the  approaching  dawn  than  the 
crowing  of  a  cock.  In  the  present  instance  they 
were  certainly  not  deceived,  for  we  had  no  sooner 
boiled  our  coffee  than  daylight  appeared. 
The  following  morning  we  began  our  journey 
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towaird^  Sicyon,  now  called  Btailico,  fdloving 
the  course  of  the  Nemeasan  rivulet.  After  riding 
about  two  hours  along  the  Nemeasan  rivulet,  ure 
suddenly  quitted  its  course  upon  our  rights  and 
beheld  Sicyon,  occupying  ^n  elevated  situation 
upon  some  whitish  cliffs.  Here  ^e  noticed  a 
tomb  and  ruins  upon  Qur  right  hand^  and  imme- 
diately descended  into  the  great  fertile  plaia 
which  extends  between  Sicyon  and  Corinth.  Sooii 
after  entering  into  this  plaiut  we  observed  upon 
our  rj^ht  hand  a  chapel,  containiag  Ionic  capitals, 
and  other  marble  fragments.  Hence  we  ccHitinued 
our  jo^irney  upon  a  level  and  highly  fertile  soil, 
cultivated  like  a  garden.  After  crossing  a  riyer, 
we  observed,  in  several  places  upon  our  left,  the 
ruins  of  ancient  buildings.  We  Uien  came  to  thfl 
ttte  of  the  city  of  Sicyon. 

So  Uttle  is  knowo  coQcenii^  this  ancieat  seat 
of  Grecian  poyrer,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  ascer- 

^tain  in  what  period  it  dwindled  from  its  high 
pre-eminence,  to  become,  as  it  now  is>  one  of  the 
most  wretched  villages  of  the  Pelopttiaeaus. 
The  reautins  of  its  former  munificence  are  still 
considerable ;  and,  in  some  instances,  they  eust 
in  such  a  state  of  preservation^  that  it  is  evi4ient 
the  buildings  of  the  city  either  ^survived  the  earth* 

.  quakes  said  to  have  overwhelmed  them,  or  they 
must  have  been  constructed  in  some  later  period. 
In  this  number  is  the  theatre ;  by  much  the  finest 
and  most  perfect  structure  qC  the  kijiii  in  ^il 
Qre^pe. 
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The  whoie  city*  occupied  an  elevated  situation ; 
but  as  it  did  not  possess  one  of  those  precipitous 
rocks  for  its  citadel,  which  sustained  the  bulwarks 
of  Athens,  Argos,  Corinth,  and  many  other  Grecian 
states,  no  vestige  of  its  Acropolis  can  now  be 
discerned,  excepting  only  the  traces  of  its  walls. 

The  sea  is  at  the  distance  of  about  a  league 
from  Basilico;  but  the  commanding  eminence 
upon  which  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  palace  are 
situate,  affords  a  magnificent  view  of  the  Co- 
rinthian Gulf,  and  of  all  the  opposite  coast  of 
Phocis.  There  is,  however,  no  part  of  the  ancient 
city  where  this  prospect  is  more  striking  than 
from  the  theatre.  The  theatre  of  Sicyon  may  be 
considered  as  surpassing  every  other  in  Greece, 
in  the  harrtiony  of  its  proportions,  in  the  costli- 
ness of  the  workmanship,  in  the  grandeur  of  the 
coilon^  and  in  the  stupendous  nature  of  the  pros- 
pect exhibited  to  all  those  who  were  seated  upon 
its  beaiches.  If  it  were  freed  from  the  rubbish 
about  it,  and  laid  open  to  view,  it  would  afford 
an  astonishing  idea  of  the  magnificence  of  a  city, 
whose  luxuries  were  so  great  that  its  inhabitants 
ranked  among  the  most  voluptuous  and  effe- 
minate  people  of  all  Greece.  The  stone-work  is 
entirely  of  that  massive  kind  which  denotes  a 
very  high  degree  of  antiquity*  Part  of  the 
scene  remains,  together  with  the  whole  of  the 
seats,  although  some  of  the  latter  now  lie  con- 
cealed by  the  soil.  But  the  most  remarkable 
parts  of  the  structure  are  two  vaulted  psssages 
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for  places  of  entrance,  one  being  on  either  side, 
at  the  two  extremities  of  the  coilon,  close  to  the 
scene,  and  about  half  way  up,  leading  into  what 
we  should  call  the.  side  boxes  of  a  modern  theatre. 
Immediately  in  front  the  eye  roams  over  all  the 
Gulf  of  Corinth,  commanding  islands,  promon- 
tories; and  distant  summits  towering  above  the 
clouds.  To  a  person  seated  in  the  middle  of  the 
area^  a  lofty  mountain  of  bold  sweeping  sides 
appears  beyond  the  gulf,  placed  exactly  in  the 
centre  of  the  view,  the  sea  intervening  between 
its  base  and  the  Sicyonian  coast.  To  a  person 
who  is  placed  upon  the  seats  which  are  upon  the 
right  hand  of  those  in  front,  Parnassus  most  nobly 
displays  itself.  This  mountain  is  only  visible  in 
very  clear  weather.  During  the  short  time  we 
remained  in  the  theatre,  it  became  covered  with 
vast  clouds,  which  at  first  rolled  majestically 
over  its  summit,  and  afterwards  concealed  it  from 
our  view. 

We  then  set  out  for  Corinth.  As  we  descended 
from  the  Acropolis,  we  plainly  perceived  the 
situation  of  the  gate  to  have  been  in  the  fosse, 
above  the  place  where  the  fountain  now  is.  Here 
we  noticed  the  remains  of  the  old  paved  way ; 
and  saw  upon  our  right,  close  to  the  road,  that 
the  rock  had  been  evidently  hewn  into  a  square 
pedestal,  for  the  base  of  some  colossal  statue,  or 
public  monument.  Thence  we  continued  our 
route  across  the  wide  and  beautiful  plain  which 
extends  between  Sicyon  and  Corinth)  bounded 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


CORINTH.  5119 

by  the  sea  towards  the  north  ;  a  journey  of  three 
hours  and  a  half,  over  the  finest  corn  land  in 
Greece^  and  through  olive  plantations^  producing 
the  sweetest  oil  in  the  world.  This  district  has 
been  justly  extolled  by  ancient  and  by  modem 
authors.  The  well-known  answer  of  an  ancient 
oracle  to  a  person  who  enquired  the  way  to  be- 
come wealthy,  will  prove  how  famous  the  soil  has 
ever  been  for  its  fertility  :  he  was  told  to  "  get 
possession  of  all  the  land  between  Corinth  and 
Sicyon."  Indeed,  a  knowledge  of  the  country  is 
all  that  is  necessary  to  explain  the  early  im- 
portance of  the  cities  for  which  it  was  renowned. 
Both  Sicyon  and  Corinth  owed  their  origin  to 
this  natural  garden;  and  such  is  even  now  its 
value;  under  all  the  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances, of  Turkish  government  and  neglected 
cultivation,  that  the  failure  of  its  annual  produce 
would  cause  a  famine  to  be  felt  over  all  the 
surrounding  districts. 

Within  a  mile  of  Corinth  we  passed  a  fountain 
in  a  cavern  upon  our  right,  formed  by  a  dropping 
rock,  consisting  of  a  soft  sand-stone. 

The  old  city  occupied  an  elevated  level  above 
the  rich  plain  we  had  now  passed.  Upon  the 
edge  of  this  natural  terrace,  where  it  begins  to 
fall  towards  the  corn-land,  we  found  the  fluted 
shaft  of  a  Doric  pillar  of  lime-stone,  equal  in  it» 
dimensions  to  any  of  the  columns  of  the  Temple 
of  Jupiter  Olympius  at  Athens :  it  was  six  feet 
and  one  inch  in  diameter. 

a  Y 
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In  passing  this  towards  the  magnificent  r 
of  a  temple  now  standing  above  the  Bazar,  ^ 
perhaps  this  pillar  may  have  been  remov 
found  the  ruins  of  ancient  buildings ;  parti< 
of  one  partly  hewn  in  the  rock  opposite 
said  temple.  The  outside  of  this  exhib 
marks  of  cramps  for  sustaining  slabs  of 
once  used  in  covering  the  walls;  a  mai 
building,  perhaps,  not  of  earlier  date  tl 
time  of  the  Romans.  The  Greeks  sometii 
corated  marble  edifices  after  the  same  i 
but  with  plates  of  metal. 

The  air  of  Corinth  is  so  bad,  that  its  inhi 
abandon  the  place  during  the  summer  j 
They   are    subject  to   the   Malaria    fev< 
pretend  to  remove  it  by  all  those  .super 
practices  which  are  common  in  every  ( 
where  medical  science  is  little  known, 
were  no  inscriptions;  nor  was  there  to  I 
a  single  fragment  of  ancient  sculpture, 
now  the  condition  of  this  celebrated   \ 
ancient  art — ^this  renowned  city,  once  i 
of  its  high  reputation,  and  of  the  rank 
among  the  states  of  Greece. 


1^. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

The  Isthmus  of  Corinth, — The  ancient  Canal  of  the 
Emperor  Ivero, — Stupendous  Rock  of  the  Aero- 
corinthus — Delightful  Prospect  from  its  Sum- 
mit.— H^  Majesty  engages  a  Vessel  to  coast 
the  Islands. — Cromyon. —  Peasantry  of  the  Coun- 
try — Resemble  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland  in 
their  Habits  and  Manners. — Eleusis. — Exquisite 
Prospect  of  Athens  at  Sunset. — Second  Arrival 
at  Athens. — Remarkable  Grove  of  Olive-trees. — 
Description  of  the  Olive-wood. — Stupendous  Sta- 
tue of  Ceres — Negoci&tion  with  the  Authorities 
respecting  its  Purchase — Difficulties  of  Removal 
— Methods  devised  to  effect  it. — Superstitious 
Fears  of  the  Inhabitants. — Remarkable  Predic- 
tion respecting  the  Statue  of  the  Goddess— fr^U 
filled  in  an  astonishing  manner. 

In  going  through  an  examination  of  the  Isthmus 
of  Corinth,  we  found  what  interested  us  much,  • 
the  unfinished  canal  began  by  the  Emperor  Nero, 
exactly  as  the  workmen  had  left  it,  in  a  wide 
and  deep  channel,  extending  NW.  and  SE.  and 
reaching  from  the  sea  to  the  NE.  of  the  town  of 
Lechseum,  about  half  a  mile  across  the  Isthmus. 
It  terminates  on  the  SE.  side,  where  the  solid 
rock  opposed  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the 
work  ;  and  here  the  undertaking  was  abandoned. 
The  stupendous  rock  of  the   Acrocorinthus, 
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from  whatever  part  of  the  Isthmus  it  is  viewed, 
appears  boldly  towering  and  conspicuous;  op- 
posing so  bold  a  precipice,  and  such  a  command- 
ing eminence  high  above  every  approach  to  the 
Peninsula,  that  if  properly  fortified,  it  wonld 
render  all  access  to  the  Morea,  by  land,  imprac- 
ticable ;  and  as  a  fortress,  it  might  be  rendered 
not  less  secure  than  that  of  Gibraltar. 

We  were  desirous  to  witness  the  prospect  of 
the  setting  sun  from  this  eminence  :  we  accord- 
ingly on  a  beautiful  evening  reached  this  gate 
just  before  sun-set;  and  had,  as  is  always  usual 
from  the  tops  of  any  of  the  Grecian  mountaini», 
a  more  glorious  prospect  than  can  be  seen  in  any 
other  part  of  Europe,  formerly  travellers  having 
called  it  "  the  most  agreeable  prospect  this  world 
can  give."  As  from  the  Parthenon  at  Athens  we 
had  seen  the  citadel  of  Corinth,  so  now  we  had 
a  commanding  view^  across  the  Sinus  Saronicus, 
of  Sal  amis,  and  of  the  Athenian  Acropolis.  Look- 
ing down  upon  the  Isthmus,  the  shadow  of  the 
Acrocorinthus,  of  a  conical  shape,  extended  ex- 
actly half  across  its  length,  the  point  of  the  cone 
being  .  central  between  the  two  seas.  Towards 
the  north  we  saw  Parnassus  covered  with  snow, 
and  Helicon,  and  Cithaeron.  Nearer  to  the  eye 
appeared  the  mountain  Gerania,  between  Megara 
and  Corinth. 

During  our  stay  in  the  Isthmus  we  witnessed 
a  fiair  in  Corinth.  We  saw  nothing  worth  notice, 
except  an  Arca^iap  pipe,  upon  which  a  shepherd 
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was  playing  in  tiie  streets.     It  was  perfectly 
Paadaean;  consisting    simply  of  a  goat's  horn, 
with  five  holes  for  the  fingers,  and  a  small  aper- 
ture at  the  end  for  the  mouth.    It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  produce  any  sound  whatever  from  this 
small  instrument ;  but  the  shepherd  made  the  air 
resound  with  its  shrill  notes  :  and  we  bought  his 
pipe.     This  day  we  left  Corinth  entirely.     Her 
Majesty  engaged  a  small  vessel  to  take  us  along 
the  coast,  in  which  we  embarked  and  proceeded 
the  next   morning,   at  sun-rise;  but   the    wind 
proving  contrary,   we    landed,   and  reached  a 
miserable  hamlet,  consisting  only  of  six  houses. 
Its  wretched  inhabitants,  a  set  of  sickly  looking 
people,  in  the  midst  of  very  bad  air,  had  never 
seen  a  glorve,  and  expressed  the  utmost  astonish- 
ipent  at  seeing  a  person  take  >ne  off  his  hand. 
Notwithstanding  the  insalubrity  of  the  situation, 
and  the  unhealthy  looks  of  the  people,  there  Was 
no  appearance  of  poverty  or  misery  within  their 
cottages.    The  houses,  like  those  of  the  Alba- 
nians in  general,  were  very  neat,  although  the 
eattle  lodged  with  their  owners  beneath  the  same 
roof.   The  resemblance  which  the  Albanians  bear 
to  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland,  in  their  dress, 
habits,  and  mode  of  life,  is  said  to  be  very  striking 
in  a  land  which  is  more  peculiarly  their  own,  and 
Inhere  their  employments  are  less  agricultural 
than  in  the  Morea ;  but  even  here  we  could  not 
avoid  being  struck  with   appearances,  forcibly 
calling  to  mind  the  manners  and  customs  we  had 
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often  witnessed  among  Caledonian  heaths  aifd 
mountains.  The  floors  were  all  of  earth;  and, 
instead  of  chjimneys,  there  was  in  every  cottage 
a  hole  through  the  roof;  but  the  walls  were  neatly 
white-washed,  and  the  hard  earthem-floors  were 
swept,  and  made  as  clean  as  possible.  Every  house 
had  its  oven,  which  was  kept  remarkably  clean; 
and  the  whitest  bread  was  set  before  us,  with  the 
richest  and  most  highly  flavoured  honey.  The 
fire  being  kindled  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  the 
peasants  form  a  circle  around  it,  sitting  or  lying 
with  their  feet  towards  the  hearth.  Their  con- 
versation is  cheerful  and  animated;  and,  as  it 
was  interpreted  to  us,  it  seemed  to  be  filled  with 
as  lively  sallies  of  wit  against  the  faults  of  their 
Governors,  as  it  is  usual  to  hear  among  nations 
boasting  of  the  freedom  they  enjoy. 

The  wind  continuing  still  .contrary,  we  hired 
asses,  and  determined  to  prdceed  by  land ;  arriv- 
ing at  length  upon  the  site  of  the  city  of  Eleusis^ 
we  found  the  plain  to  becovered  with  its  ruins. 
The  first  thing  we  noticed  was  an  aqueduct,  part 
of  which  is  entire.  Six  complete  arches  are  yet 
to  be  seen.  It  conducted  towards  the  Acropolis, 
by  the  Temple  of  Ceres.  The  remains  of  this 
temple  are  more  conspicuous  than  those  of  any 
other  structure,  excepting  the  aqueduct.  The 
paved  road  which  led  to  it  is  also  visible,  ancj 
the  pavement  of  the  temple  yet  remains.  But  to 
heighten  the  interest  with  which  we  regarded 
^he  relies  df  the  Eleusinian  temple,  and  to  fulfil 
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the  expectations  we  had  formed,  the  fragment 
of  a  statue,  mentioned  by  many  authors  as  that 
of  Ceres  herself,  appeared  in  colossal  majesty 
among  the  mouldering  vestiges  of  her  once  splen- 
did sanctuary. 

We  now  began  our  journey  from  Megara 
towards  Eleusis  and  Athens,  filled  with  curiosity 
to  examine  the  vestiges  of  the  Eleusinian  Temple, 
and  over  a  tract  of  land  where  every  footstep 
excites  the  most  affecting  recollections.  By  every 
ancient  well,  and  upon  every  tomb  at  which  the 
traveller  is  induced  to  halt,  and  to  view  the  noble 
objects  by  which  he  is  surrounded,  a  crowd  of 
interesting  events  rush  into  his  mind ;  and  so 
completely  fill  it,  that  even  fatigue  and  fever, 
from  which  he  is  seldom  free,  are  for  a  moment 
forgotten.  As  we  left  Megara,  we  had  a  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  Saronic  Gulf,  and  of  the  Island 
Salamis,  the  scene  of  the  great  naval  engage- 
ment, where  three  hundred  and  eighty  sail  of  the 
Grecian  fleet  defeated  the  vast  armament  of 
Xerxes,  amounting  to  two  thousand  ships.  The 
distance  between  Megara  and  Eleusis,  according 
to  the  Itinerary,  is  thirteen  miles. 

Approaching  Athens  now  on  our  return,  after 
passing  a  deep  defile,  and  as  the  hills  opened  at 
the  other  extremity  towards  sun-set,  such  a  pros- 
pect of  Athens,  and  of  the  Athenian  plain,  with 
all  the  surrounding  scenery,  burst  upon  our  view, 
as  never  has  been,  nor  can  be  described.  It  is 
presented  from  the  mouth,  or  gap,  facing  the 
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city,  which  divides  Corydallus  upon  the  south, 
now  called  Laurel   Mountain,  from  iEgaleon,  a 
projecting  part  of  Mount  Parnes  upgn  the  north, 
immediately  before  descending  ihto  the  extensive 
olive-plantations  which  cover  all  this  side  of  the 
plain,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Cephissus.    There 
is  no  spot  whence  Athens  may  be  seen  that  can 
compare  with  this  point  of  view ;  and  if,  after 
visiting  the  city,  any  one  should  leave  it  without 
coming  to  this  eminence  to  enjoy  the  prospect  here 
afforded,  he  will  have  formed  a  very  inadequate 
conception  of  its  grandeur;  for  all  that  nature 
and  art,  by  every  marvellous  combination  of  vast 
and  splendid  objects,  can  possibly  exhibit,  aided 
by  the  most  surprising  effect  of  colour,  light, 
and  shade,  is  here  presented  to  the  spectator. 
The  wretched  representations  made  of  the  scenes 
in  Greece,  even  by  the  best  designs  yet  published 
in  books  of  travels,  have  often  been  a  subject 
of  regret  among  those  who  have  witnessed  its 
extraordinary  beauties  ;  and,  in  the  list  of  them, 
perhaps  few  may  be  considered  as  inferior  to  the 
numerous  delineations  which  have  appeared  of 
this  extraordinary  city.    But  with  such  a  spec- 
tacle before  his  eyes  as  this  now  alluded  to,  hoir 
deeply  does  the  traveller  deplore,  that  the  im- 
pression is  not  only  transitory  as  far  as  his  ovn 
enjoyment,  but  that  it  is  utterly  incapable  of 
being  transmitted  to  the  minds  of  others.    With 
such  reflections, we  reluctantly  quitted  the  spot; 
and  passing  downwards  t^  the  plarin>  ciV9sed  Uie 
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Cephiflsus^  and  entered  the  olive-groves  extend- 
ing towards  our  left,  over  the  site  of  the  Academy. 
There  are  not  less  than  forty  thousand  of  these 
trees ;  the  largest  and  finest  of  the  kind  we  had 
seen  in  Greece.  The  most  beautiful  wood  perhaps 
ever  seen  in  England  is  that  of  the  Athenian  olive, 
when  polished.  Atable  made  of  this  wood  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont.  The  air 
here  is  very  unwholesome  during  the  summer 
months,  owing  to  the  humidity  of  the  soil,  and 
perhaps  principally  to  its  not  being  properly 
drained.  In  the  evening,  we  arrived  once  more 
in  Athens. 

It  is  impossible  to  quit  the  subject  of  the  statue 
of  the  goddess  Ceres,  without  relating  in  the 
words  of  an  accomplished  traveller,  the  extraor- 
dinary undertaking  of  removing  that  interesting 
piece  of  ancient  sculpture  to  the  British  shores. 
The  difficulties  of  this,  arising  partly  from  the  su- 
perstitious fears  of  the  inhabitants,  and  partly  from 
the  absence  of  all  mechanical  assistance,  were 
unusually  great;  nor  was  the  ultimate  fate  of  this 
inestimable  work  of  ancient  art  (in  close  fulfil- 
ment of  the  prediction  of  the  people,  who  so 
strenuously  resisted  its  removal,  and  so  heavily 
deplored  it  as  a  calamity)  the  least  remajHkable 
circumstance. 

"  The  next  morning,  (says  the  gentleman,)  our 
Tehohadar  waited  upon  his  relation  the  Waiwode, 
and  communicated  to  him  the  subject  of  our 
wishes  respecting  the  Eleusinian  marble. 

3  z 
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To  complete  the  whole,  it  was  now  necessary 
to  apply  to  the  consul  himself,  for  the  use  of  the 
ferry-boat  plying  between  Salamis  and  the  main, 
land;  as  the  only  means  of  conveying  this  enor- 
mous piece  of  marble  to  the  Piraeus,  if  we  should 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed  in  our  endeavours  of 
moving  it  from  its  place  towards  the  shore. 
Such  an  application,  as  it  might  be  expected, 
excited  the  consul's  curiosity  to  the  highest 
degree  :  but  after  many  questions,  as  to  the  object 
for  which  the  boat  was  required,  we  succeeded 
in  lulling  his  suspicions  ;  or,  if  he  had  any  notion 
of  our  intention,  he  believed  that  all  attempts  to 
remove  the  statue  would  be  made  in  vain.  A 
messenger  was  accordingly  despatched  to '  put 
the  boat  under  our  orders.  Every  thing  being 
now  ready,  we  set  out  again  for  Eleusis :  ^nd 
perhaps  a  further  narrative  of  the  means  used 
by  private  individuals,  unaided  by  diplomatic 
power  or  patronage,  to  procure  for  the  University 
of  which  they  are  members,  this  interesting  monu- 
ment of  the  Arts  and  Mythology  of  Greece, 
although  a  part  of  it  has  been  already  before  the 
public,  may  not  be  deemed  an  unwelcome  addi- 
tion to  this  volume. 

The  difficulties  to  be  encountered  were  not 
trivial :  we  carried  with  us  from  Athens  but  few 
implements :  a  rope  of  twisted  herbs,  and  some 
large  nails,  were  all  that  the  city  afEorded,  as 
likely  to  aid  the  operation.  Neither  a  wheeled 
carriage,  nor  blocks,  nor  pulleys,  nor  even  a  saw, 
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could  be  procured.    Fortunately,  we  found  at 

Eleusis  several  long  poles,  an  axe,  and  a  small 

saw  about  six  inches  in  length,  such  as  cutlers 

sometimes  adapt  to  the  handle  of  a  pocket  knife. 

With  these  we  began  the  work.     The  stoutest 

of  the  poles  were  cut,  and  pieces  were  nailed  in 

fi  triangular  form,   having   transverse  beams  at 

the  vertex  and  base.     Weak  as  our  machine  was, 

it  acquired  considerable  strength  by  the  weight 

of  the  statue,  when  placed  upon  the  transverse 

beams.    With  the  remainder  of  the  poles  were 

made  rollers,  over  which  the   triangular  frame 

might  move.     The   rope   was  then  fastened  to 

each  extremity  of  the  transverse  beams.     This 

simple    contrivance    succeeded,    when   perhaps 

more  complicate  machinery  might  have  failed  : 

and  a  mass  of  .marble  weighing  near  two  tons 

was  moved  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  or  Acropolis 

of  Eleusis,  and  from  thence  to  the  sea,  in  about 

nine  hours. 

An  hundred  peasants  were  collected  from  the 
village  and  neighbourhood  of  Eleusis,  and  near 
fifty  boys.  The  peasants  were  ranged,  forty  on 
each  iside,  to  work  at  the  ropes ;  some  being  em- 
ployed, with  levers,  to  raise  the  machine,  when 
rocks  or  large  stones  opposed  ijs  progress.  The 
boys,  who  were  not  strong  enough  to  work  at 
the  ropes  and  levers,  were  engaged  in  taking 
up  the  rollers  jis  fast  as  the  machine  left  them, 
and  in  placing  them  again  in  the  front. 
But  the  superstition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Eleu- 
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uisy  respecting  an  idol  which  they  all  regarded  as 
the  protectress  of  their  fieldsr,  vras  not  the  least 
obstacle  to  be  overcome.  In  the  evening,  soon 
after  our  arrival  with  the  firman,  an  accident 
happened  which  had  nearly  put  an  end  to  the 
undertaking.  While  the  inhabitants  were  con-* 
vei^sing  with  the  Tchohadar,  as  to  the  means  of 
its  removal,  an  ox,  loosed  from  its  yoke,  came 
and  placed  itself  before  the  statue ;  and,  after 
butting  with  its  horns  some  time  against  the 
marble,  ran  off  with  considerable  speed,  bellow- 
ing, into  the  plain  of  Eleusis.  Instantly,  a  general 
murmur  prevailed;  and  several  women  joining 
in  the  clamour,  it  was  with  difficulty  any  pro- 
posal could  be  made.  "  They  had  been  always," 
they  said,  ^^  famous  for  their  com  ;  and  the  fer- 
tility of  the  land  would  cease  when  the  statue 
was  removed."  It  was  late  at  night  before  these 
scruples  were  removed.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing, the  boat  arrived  from  Salamis,  attended  by 
four  monks,  who  rendered  us  all  the  service  in 
their  power;  but  they  seemed  perfectly  panic- 
struck  when  we  told  them  that  it  was  our  inten- 
tion to  send  the  statue  in  their  vessel  to  the 
Pirseus;  and  betrayed  the  helplessness  of  in- 
fants when  persuaded  to  join  in  the  labour.  Tlie 
people  had  assembled,  and  stood  around  the 
statue;  but  no  one  among  them  ventured  to 
begin  the  work.  They  believed  that  the  arm 
of  any  person  would  fall  off  who  should  dare  to 
touch  the  marble,  or   to  disturb   its  position. 
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Upon  festival  days  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  place  before  it  a  burning  lamp.  Presently, 
however,  the  priest  of  £leusis,  partly  induced 
by  intreaty,  and  partly  terrified  by  the  menaces 
of  the  Tchohadar,  put  on  his  canonical  vestments, 
as  for  a  ceremony  of  high  mass,  and,  descending 
into  the  hollow  where  the  statue  remained  up- 
right, after  the  rubbish  around  it  had  been  taken 
away,  gave  the  first  blow  with  a  pick-axe  for  the 
removal  of  the  soil,  that  the  people  might  be 
convinced  no  calamity  would  befal  the  labourers. 
The  work  then  went  on  briskly  enough :  already 
the  immense  mass  of  marble  began  to  incline 
from  its  perpendicular ;  and  the  triangular  frame 
was  placed  in  such  a  situation,  that,  as  the  statue 
fell,  it  came  gradually  upon  the  transverse  beams. 
The  rope  was  then  cut,  and  fastened  as  traces ; 
one  half  of  it  upon  either  side ;  and  our  machine, 
supported  by  wooden  rollers,  was  easily  made 
to  move.  In  this  manner,  at  mid-day,  it  had 
reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  above  the  old  port ; 
whence  the  descent  towards  the  shore,  altliough 
among  ruins,  and  obstructed  by  large  stones,  was 
more  easy. 

New  difficulties  now  occurred.  It  was  found 
that  the  water  near  to  the  shore  was  too  shallow 
to  admit  the  approach  of  the  boat  from  Salamis, 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  statue  on  board ;  and 
the  old  quay  of  Eleusis,  which  consisted  of  im- 
mense blocks  of  marble  stretching  out  into  deeper 
vrateri  was  in  such  a  ruined  state,  that  several 
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yriAe  chafnodt  appeared,  through  if?hieh  the  water 
ilowed.  Across  these  chasms  it  would  be  ne- 
•  cessary  to  construct  temporary  bridges,  for  which 
timber  would  be  required;  and  even  then  the 
boat  could  not  be  brought"  close  enough  to  the 
extremity  of  the  quay  to  receive  the  statue. 
Here  the  whole  of  our  project  seemed  likely  to 
meet  with  its  termination ;  for  it  was  quite  im- 
possible, without  any  mechanical  aid,  to  raise  a 
mass  of  marble  weighing  nearly  two  tons,  so  as 
to  convey  it  into  the  boat  At  this  critical 
moment,  whe6  we  were  preparing  to  abandon  the 
undertaking,  a  large  Casiot  Vessel  made  her  ap- 
pearance, sailing  between  Salamis  and  the  Eleu«- 
sinian  coast.  We  instantly  pushed  off  in  the 
boat,  and  hailed  her ;  and  the  captain  consenting 
to  come  on  shore,  we  not  only  hired  his  ship  to 
take  the  statue  to  Smyrna,  but  also  engaged  the 
assistance  of  his  crew,  with  their  boats  and 
rigging,  to  assist  in  its  removal.  These  men 
worked  with  spirit  and  skill ;  and  made  the  rest* 
of  the  operation  a  mere  amusement.  At  sunset 
we  saw  the  statue  stationed  at  the  very  utmost 
extremity  of  the  pier  head. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  two  boats  belonging 
to  the  vessel,  and  the  Salamis  ferry-boat,  were 
placed  alongside  of  each  other,  between  the  ship 
and  the  pier ;  and  planks  were  laid  across,  so  as 
to  form  a  kind  of  stage,  upon  which  the  Casiot 
sailors  might  work  the  blocks  and  ropes.  A  small 
cable  was  also  warped  round   the  statue ;  and 
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twelve  blocks  being  brought  to  act  all  at  once 
upon  .it,  the  goddess  was  raised  almost  to  the 
yard-ann  ;  whence,  after  remaining  suspended  a 
short  time,  she  was  lowered  into  the  hold;  and 
the  Eleusinians  taking  leave  of  her,  the  vessel 
sailed  for  Smyrna.  It  should  now  be  stated  that 
the  Athenians,  in  the  workings  of  their  despair 
at  the  removal  of  the  statue,  distinctly  predicted 
the  wreck  of  the  ship  which  should  convey  it ; 
and  it  is  certainly  a  most  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, that  their  augury  was  completely  fulfilled, 
in  the  loss  of  the  vessel  which  had  the  statue  on 
board,  when  it  came  in  sight  of  the  British  shores 
off  Beachy  Head." 
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CHAPTER  XXXIL 

Visit  the  Seraglio  of  the  Bey  of  Corinth. — Embark 
on  an  Excursion  to  the  Island  of  Antiparos. — 
Curious  and  splendid  Natural  Grotto. — Encoun- 
ter a  violent  Storm.  —  Sagacity  and  Nautical 
Skill  qf  Greek  Navigators. — Isle  of  Naxos.— 
Embark  for  Constantinople-^Arrival  at  Con- 
stantinople. 

JUER  Majesty,  before  her  final  departure  from 
Greece,  was  desirous  of  observing  the  different 
modes  of  treatment,  if  any,  in  the  seraglios  of 
the  Turks,  and  therefore  requested  permission 
to  visit  that  of  the  Bey  of  Corinth.  Here,  how- 
ever, the  situation  of  those  unfortunate  creatures 
differed  in  no  material  point  from  that  of  the  in- 
mates of  similar  establishments  of  these  most 
singular  people. 

Her  Majesty  now  determined  on  an  excursion 
among  the  numerous  islands  of  the  Grecian  Archi- 
pelago, in  order  to  visit  and  inspect  any  natural 
curiosities  or  interesting  remains  of  antiquity 
which  they  may  contain.  Among  the  extraor- 
dinary and  beautiful  productions  of  nature,  pro- 
bably nothing  in  that  part  of  the  globe  can  exceed 
the  exquisite  beauties  of  the  natural  grotto  of 
Antiparos,  so  called  from  the  island  of  that  name, 
about  forty  leagues  from  Athens. 
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After  a  short  and  pleasant  trip  we  landed  upon 
the  barren  island  of  Antiparos,  and  were  con- 
ducted by  the  governor  to  a  small  village*     Here 
we  found  a  few  inhabitants,  who  were  described 
to  us  as  the  casual  legacies  of  different  vessels, 
and  principally  Maltese,  taken  by  corsairs,  and 
left  on  shore  to  shift  for  themselves.     Some  of 
them  provided  us  with  mules,  ropes,  and  candles 
for  the  grotto,  which  is  situate  near  the  summit 
of  the  highest  mountain  of  Antiparos,  in  the  south 
part  of  the  island.     As  we  rode  along,  our  beasts 
were  temfied  by  the  attacks  of  the  gad-fly,  an 
insect  which  infests  every  one  of  these  islands. 
Having  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain  before 
mentioned,  we  came  to  the  mouth  of  this  most 
prodigious  cavern,  which  may  be  described  as 
tlie  greatest  natural  curiosity,  of  its  kind  in  the 
known  world.  The  entrance  to  it  exhibits  nothing 
very  remarkable;  but  no  book  of  travels  ever 
did  or '  ever  can  pourtray  the  beauties  of  the  in- 
terior.    The  mode  of  descent  is  by  ropes,  which, 
on  the  different  declivities,   are  either  held  by 
the  natives,  or  they  are  joined  to  a  cable  which 
is  fastened  at  the  entrance  around  a  stalactite 
pillar.     In  this  manner  we  were  conducted,  first 
down  one  declivity,  and  then  down  another,  until 
we  entered  the  spacious  chambers  of  this  truly 
enchanted  grotto.     The  roof,  the  floor,  the  sides 
of  a  whole   series  of  magnificent  -caverns,   are 
entirely  invested  with  a  dazzling  incrustation, 
as  white  as  snoiy.    Columns,  some  of  which  were 
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five-and-twenty  feet  in  length,  pended  in  fine 
icicle  forms  above  our  heads.  Fortunately,  some 
of  them  are  so  far  above  the  reach  of  the  numerous 
travellers  who,  during  many  ages,  have  visited 
this  place,  that  no  one  has  been  able  to  injure 
or  to  remove  them.  Others  extend  from  the  roof 
to  the  floor,  with  diameters  equal  to  that  of  the 
mast  of  a  first  rate  ship  of  the  line.  The  incrus- 
tations of  the  floor,  caused  by  falling  drops  from 
above,  have  grown  up  into  vegetable  forms.  The 
last  cha^mber  into  which  we  descended  surprised 
us  more  by  the  grandeur  of  its  exhibition  than 
any  other.  Probably  there  are  many  other  cham- 
bers-below  this,  yet  unexplored,  for  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  penetrate  farther ;  and  if  this 
be  true,  the  new  caverns,  when  opened,  would 
appear  in  perfect  splendour,  unsullied  in  any 
^part  of  them  by  the  smoke  of  torches,  or  by  the 
hands  of  intruders. 

On  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  since  our  first 
arrival  in  the  island,  and  perhaps  being  as  well 
acquainted  with  it  as^if  we  had  spent  a  year  in 
its  examination,  we  became  impatient  to  leave 
it;  and  began  to  fancy,  that  as  our  caique  was 
hired  by  the  month,  its  owners  would  create  as 
much  delay  as  possible,  and  loiter  in  port  when 
they  might  safely  venture  out.  Accordingly, 
after  midnight,  having  roused  the  captain^  we 
told  him  that  it  was  a  fine  night,  and  that  we 
wished  he  would  put  to  sea.  This  man  was  one 
of  the  most  experienced  pilots  of  the  Archipelago, 
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tnd  as  worthy  a  Greek  as  ever  navigated  these 
seas;  but  we  had  not  at  that  time  learned  to  place 
the  confidence  in  him  which  he  so  highly  de- 
served.    He  was  very  poor ;  and  having  become 
a  widower  in  an  early  period  of.  his  life,  had  suf- 
fered his  beard  to  grow,  according  to  the  manner 
of  mourning  in  his  native  Isle  of  Casos,  wearing 
at  the  same  time  a  black  turban.  Without  making 
any  answer  to  our  proposal,  he  continued,  for  the 
space  of  a  minute,  looking  up  attentively,  with 
his  eyes  fixed  towards  the  zenith.     Presently  he 
ehook  his  head,  and  pointing  upwards,  with  his 
arms  extended,  asked  us  how  we  liked  the  sky  1 
As  it  seemed  to  be  very  clear,  and  there  were 
many  stars  visible,  we  replied  that  there   was 
every  sign  of  fair  weather.     "  Do  you  not  see," 
said  he,  "  some  small  clouds,  which  now  and  then 
make  their  appearance,  and  instantly  afterwards 
vanish  ?"    We  confessed  that  we  did ;  but  rather 
hastily  insisted,  that  instead  of   peering   after 
signs  in  the  sky,  he  should  get  the  vessel  out  of 
harbour  as  speedily  as  possible.    His  only  com- 
ment upon  this  order,  so  inconsiderately  given, 
was  a  summons  to  his  companions  to  heave  the 
anchor,  and  hoist  the  sails.    We  had  barely  light 
enough  to  steer  through  the  narrow  channel  at 
the  entrance,  without  running  against  the  rocks  ; 
and  we  had  no  sooner  cleared  the  port,  than  there 
fell  a  dead  calm.     A  prodigious  sea,  tossing  our 
vessel  in  all  directions,  soon  convinced  us  of  the 
nature  of  the  situation  for  which  we  had  exchanged 
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our  snug  birth  but  a  few  mitiuteB  before^    Sur- 
rounded as  we  had  been  by  the  lofty  cliffs  of  the 
island,  we  had  not  the  most  distant  conception 
of  the  turbulent  sea  we  should  encounter.    Our 
steady  helmsman  endeavoured  in  vain  to  keep 
the  prow  of  his  vessel  to  any  particular  point; 
and  calling  to  our  interpreter,  bade  him  notice 
what  he   termed,    in  Greek,   "the    belching  of 
the  deep."     This  happens  during  the  roll  of  a 
calm,  when  a  wave,   lifted  to  a  great  height, 
suddenly  subsides,  with  a  deep  and  hollow  sound, 
like  air  bursting  through  a  narrow  channel.     Our 
apprehensions  had  already  got  the  better  of  our 
indifference  to  such  observations,  and  in  a  very 
different  tone  of  voice  from  that  in  which  we  had 
ordered  him  out  of  port,  we  asked  the  captain 
what  that  noise  denoted?    He  calmly  replied, 
that  it  was  generally  considered  as  a  bad  omen; 
but  that  he  more  disliked  the  appearance  which 
he  had  desired  us  to  notice  before  we  left  the 
harbour.     Being  by  this  time  heartily  sick  of  our 
usurped  authority,  we  begged  that  he  would  be 
guided  in  future  by  the  dictates  of  his  own  ex- 
perience ;  and  further,  requested  that  he  would 
put  back  into  port.     This  he  affiiined  to  be  im- 
possible ;  that  he  would  not  venture  towards  a 
lee-shore  during  the  night  for  any  consideration. 
We  prepared  therefore  to  suffer,  as  we  had  de- 
served, for  our  extreme  folly  and  rashness ;  and, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  not  without  many  an 
anxious  thought  fo^'  the  ai^cjent  manuscripts  we 
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had  on  board.  The  crew  lighted  a  wax  taper 
before  a  small  picture  of  some  saint  in  the  fore- 
ship,  all  the  after  part  of  the  hold  being  occupied 
by  our  cots  and  baggage.  Here,  when  we  en- 
ileavoured  to  lie  down  for  rest,  *we  were  overrun 
by  swarms  of  stinking  cockroaches  :  we  remained 
therefore  sitting  upon  some  planks  that  we  had 
placed  to  serve  as  a  floor,  with  onr^heads  touching 
the  roof  which  the  deck  afforded,  sustaining  the 
violent  motion  of  the  vessel,  and  anxiously  ex- 
pecting the  coming  of  the  morning. 

For  some  time  after  leaving  the  port,  we  en- 
deavoured, by  hoisting  canvass,  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  short  gusts  of  land-wind  that  came 
from  the  east  during  the  calm,  a  heavy  and  un- 
steady sea  rolling.  Afterwards,  a  light  breeze 
prevailing  from  that  quarter,  we  were  enabled 
to  stand  over  to  Icaria,  where  we  were  entirely 
becalmed ;  and  the  usual^  alarm  taking  place,  as 
to  pirates  upon  the  coasts  we  hauled  off  with  our 
oars.  Towards  morning,  a  fresh  wind  sprung 
from  the  north-west,  accompanied  by  flashes  of 
lightning,  and  we  directed  the  prow  of  our  caique 
towards  Naxos.  As  the  sun  rose,  the  sky  bore 
a  very  angry  aspect,  the  horizon  being  of 
the  deepest  crimson,  interspersed  with  dark 
clouds.  We  soon  perceived  that  the  prediction 
made  by  the  Casiot  master  of  our  vessel  would 
be  fulfilled,  aifd  that  we  should  encounter  a  storm. 
The  high  land  of  Icaria  sheltered  us  until  we 
got  fi^rther  towards  the  south-west,  when  the 
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gale  fresheaed,  and  came  upon  us  with  sbch 
violence,  that  we  could  not  keep  our  course.  All 
our  endeavours  to  beat  to  windward^  so  as  to 
weather  the  northern  point  of  Naxos,  and  bear 
down  the  strait  between  that  island  and  Paros, 
were  ineffectual.  We  fell  fast  to  leeward ;  and 
getting  among  some  rocks  upon  the  eastern  side 
of  Naxos,  the  foresail  was  carried  away.  The 
first  notice  that  we  received  of  this  accident  came 
with  a  wave,  which  broke  over  the  caique,  and 
almost  filled  our  birth:  it  was  fortunate  that  those 
upon  deck  were  not  washed  over-board.  We 
made  our  way  up  as  well  as  we  could,  expecting 
every  instant  that  something  more  serious  would 
happen.  The  waves  ran  mountains  high,  and 
the  caique  would  not  answer  to  her  helm.  During 
the  delay  caused  by  getting  the  foresail  repaired, 
we  shipped  water  continually ;  and  being  obliged 
to  take  the  gale  in  poop,  such  a  sea  followed  us, 
that  there  was  reason  to  fear,  if  the  m&insail  gave 
way,  the  vessel  would  founder?  When  matters 
were  somewhat  rectified,  we  steered  for  a  narrow 
channel  between  some  high  rocks  and  the  eastern 
side  of  the  island :  it  seemed  rather  like  flying 
than  sailing :  our  little  caique  ran  over  the  curl- 
ing tops  of  the  highest  waves,  without  shipping 
any  more  water.  This  was  remarked  by  our 
undaunted  captain,  stationed  with  his  crew  at  the 
helm,  who  exclaimed,  "Let  us  see  one  of  your 
frigates  in  such  a  sea  as  this ;  there  is  not  one  of 
them  could  weather  it  like  my  little  caique!" 
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We  passed  like  lightning  within  a  cable's  length 
of  some  dreadful  rocks,  over  which  the  sea  was 
dashing  as  high  as  our  mast  head ;  until  getting 
under  the  lee,  to  the  south  of  Naxos,  we  ran  the 
vessel  aground,  close  to  a  small  creek,  upon  some 
white  sand.  Within  this  creek  another  small 
bark  had  taken  shelter,  the  crew  of  which,  seeing 
our  situation,  came  to  assist  our  captain  in  getting 
his  caique  off  the  sand,  and  in  hauling  her  farther 
up  the  creek,  in  which  they  happily  succeeded. 

We  now  remained  in  the  island  of  Naxos  till 
we  had  repaired  the  damages  of  the  vessel,  and 
recruited  our  party  from  the  past  fatigues.  After 
three  days  thus  spent.  Her  Majesty  embarked  for 
Athens  again,  thence  to  take  proper  shipping  to 
pass  to  Constantinople.  The  moment  our  pre- 
parations for  that  voyage  were  completed,  we 
sailed  on  the  first  of  June,  and  on  the  third 
passed  the  Isle  of  Tenedos.  On  the  fourth  we 
entered  the  Hellespont,  and  passed  the  Darda- 
nelles. On  the  fifth  our  vessel  passed  Gallipoli, 
and  on  the  seventh  entered  the  port  of  Constan- 
tinople. Her  Majesty  immediately  disembarked, 
under  the  usual  salutes  of  honour  from  the  forts 
and  the  vessel,  and  proceeded  to  the  palace  of 
the  British  ambassador,  where  she  continued  to 
reside  for  some  time. 
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CHAPTER  XXXni. 

Arrival  off  the  Isle  of  Tenedos. — Pass  Gallipoli^ 
First  flew  of  Constantinople — Extreme  Gran- 
deur and  imposing  Effect  of  the  Prospect. — De- 
scription of  the  Environ  Buitere-^Description  of 
that  beautiful  Retreat. — Turkish  Pleasure-boats. 
— Extraordinary  Procession  of  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior. — Mosques  of  Constantinople. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  our  departure,  we  found 
ourselves,  on  rising,  between  the  Isle  of  Tenedos 
and  the  coast  of  Troas ;  and  about  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  we  entered  the  channel  with  a 
fresh  breeze.  Early  in  the  day  we  passed  Gal- 
lipoli,  and  in  the  evening  we  were  becalmed  in 
the  sea  of  Marmora. 

The  weather  was  fine,  and  the  heat  began  te 
be  felt ;  the  wind  was  to  the  southward,  but  was 
so  faint  that  we  could  make  no  prepress  on  ac- 
count of  the  contrary  current.  We  remained 
the  whole  day  to  the  north-west'of  the  island  of 
Marmora ;  but  during  the  night  the  wind  having 
blown  with  somewhat  more  strength,  in  the  morn- 
ing we  enjoyed  the  first  sight  of  Constantinople, 
and  about  ten  o'clock  we  entered  the  harbour. 

If  Constantinople  leaves  scarcely  any  thing  to 
be  wished  for  as  to  the  natural  beauty  of  its 
situation  and  of  its  environs,  the  fertility  and 
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Tariety  of  its  territory,  the  extent,  commodious- 
ness,  and  safety  of  its  harbour,  it  has  also  the 
advantage  of  enjoying  a  very  mild  temperature, 
a  beautiful  sky,  and  a  very  healthful  climate ; 
the  heats  of  summer  are  there  tempered  by  a  cool- 
ing wind  which  blows  regularly  from  the  Black 
Sea  during  the  day,  and  from  the  same  wind  the 
cold  is  never  excessive. 

It  is  difficult  to  express  the  various  sensations 
which  a  traveller  experiences  at  the  sight  of  this 
interesting  city  and  its  singular  inhabitants ;  its 
elevated  position,  the  mixture  of  trees,  houses, 
and  minarets,  the  latter  a  sort  of  steeple  in  the 
form  of  a  pillar,  in  which  is  made  a  staircase  for 
ascending  to  a  gallery  constructed  towards  the 
top,  overlooking  all  the  houses,  and  frequently 
more  elevated  than  the  mosque  itself.  It  presents 
this  singular  mixture  of  objects  in  profusion,  and 
with  a  beautiful  effect.  The  entrance  of  the 
Bosphorus,  the  grandeur  of  the  suburbs,  and  the 
verdant  hills  which  lie  behind;  the  Propontis, 
with  its  islands,  farther  on ;  Mount  Olympus,  co- 
vered with  snow,  and  in  every  direction  the  va- 
riegated and  fertile  fields  of  Asia  and  Europe. 
This  assemblage  of  natural  beauty  exhibits  dif- 
ferent pictures,  which  captivate  and  astonish. 

The  environs  of  Constantinople  are,  on  the 
whole,  truly  beautiful. 

When  we  enter  the  city  of  Constantinople, 
y^e  pass  rapidly  from  the  first  impression  of  asto- 

4  B 
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nisbqi,eMtanda4«ur^u^ii<>0c«i.WH»e4  by  dMs-faMtty 
pf  the  prospects^  and  by  the  sight  of  «a  mwf 
differeat  objfeets,  to  a  secood  impres^ioD  of  «iirr 
prise  aad  distaste.  We  are  disagreeably  aUr»cI( 
jto  find  it  so  dirty  and  so  ill  built;  thie  street 
narrow  and  ill  paved ;  the  houses  inregular,  me^Jh 
and  constructed  with  earth  and  wood.  We  an$ 
surprised  at  the  silence  which  reigns  every  where ; 
at  ]khe  haughty  look  and  grav^  carriage  fii  (he 
jVIussulnyan  ;  at  the  huiuble,  tiqaid,  and  servtfe  air 
of  the  Jew,  the  Armenian,  and  ev^n  of  the  Gre^ 
This  contrast  is  $f>  striking,  that  th^  straiigtr 
can  gues^^  fra^  the  c^iTiage  of  tba  man,  wbedier 
he  be  a  uiussulp^ap,  or  a  tributary  subj^ct»  as  ^ 
<ireek,  Jew^  or  Armenian,  without  knowing  the 
tn^aiiner  of  distinguishing  tliem  by  their  peculiar 
iTiano^r  of  dressing  their  heiad  or  their  feet. 

Hei*  Majesty  ivas  on  her  arrival  imoaedjately 
solicited  to  t^ke  up  her  resujiequee  at  the  pal^ca 
4>f  tlie  British  ambassador,  which  was  aciC^pt«Ai 
and  yrhei^  <eyery  possible  attention  wiis^id  t» 
Her  Maj/esty's  istate  find  convenienai#3. 

Ow  residen^^e  in  the  city  however  wa^  9&fft 
the  first  w^ek  seriously  interrupti^  by  th^  btmi^ 
ing  fHfX  of  th^  plague,  which  compelled  U** 
ExcjsUeney  the  amb^is^ador  to  retire  tp  hifipowr 
t^n  pftjac^g  at  Buitere,  a  beautiful  reU'eat  ah(Wit 
fifteen  miles  from  the  city,  upon  the  BoApbom^ 
Hidier  Her  Majesty  and  her  suite  therofow  «e- 
paire4.    We  set  out  soon  ^ft^r  daybreak  ia  9i* 
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focellency's  pleasure-boat,  accompanied  by  a 
numerous  suite  of  attendants,  boats  carrying^ 
bands  of  mitsic,  colours,  &e.  &c. 

We  arrived  at  an  early  hour  at  Buitere  on  si 

pfublic  holiday,  and  in  the  evening  walked  in  the 

meadow  to  see  the  famous  plane  tree,  which  had 

long  since  been  mentioned  to  us.     Seven  or  eight    • 

trees  of  an  enormous  size,  adhering  at  their  base,r 

fbe  xircnlarfy,  and  leave  in  the  middle  a  rather 

considerable  space.     A  great  number  of  Greek* 

ktid  Armenians  were  seated  on  the  turf,  under 

the  shade  of  these  trees,  and  smoking  their  pipes; 

cfifferent  groups  of  Turkish  and  Armenian  women,. 

-veiled,  and  surrounded  by  their  children,  were* 

seated  apart :  some  Greek  women  richly  dressed, 

more  or  less  handsome,  fixed  the  looks  and  the 

attention  of  Europeans  whom  the  crowd  of  people 

had  attracted.     Several  Turks  were  in  the  en* 

closure  of  the  plane-tree,  smoking  their  pipesy 

and  drinking  coffee,  which  had  just  been  prepared, 

for  them  hard  by. 

Bnitere,  or  the  great  valley,  is  a  village  sitii- 
ated  in  the  broadest  part  of  the  channel,  on  a 
sort  of  gulf,  about  six  miles  from  the  Black  Sea. 
The  houses  stand  on  the  sea-shofe,  and  occupy 
near  a  mile  in  extent :  those  belonging  to  most  • 
of  the  ambassadors,  are  built  in  the  European 
taste,  and  are  remarkable  for  their  elegance,  and 
the  beauty  of  their  gardens.  As  this  village  i» 
scarcely  occupied  except  by  Europeans,  Greeks 
ind  Armenians,  it  would  be  an  exceeding  agree- 
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able  place  of  residence,  if  the  ambassadors  would 
bring  themselves  to  lay  aside  the  ceremony,  eti- 
quette, and  preferences  which  accompany  them 
every  where. 

The  Armenian  women,  here  as  every  where 
else,  live  retired, '  and  do  not  appear  in  the 
streets  unveiled ;  the  Greek  women  live  with  as 
little  constraint  as  in  the  capital,  and  contribute 
to  render  the  monotony  of  society  more  sup- 
portable. 

The  mode  of  conveyance  from  Constantinople 
to  Buitere,  is  by  the  Bosphorus,  in  Turkish  plea- 
sure-boats or  caiques,  of  a  singular  construction. 
The  distance  is  about  fifteen  miles,  and  is  per- 
formed, notwithstanding  a  contrary  wind  aad 
current,  in  about  three  hours.  The  palaces  of 
Buitere,  or  any  of  its  elevated  sites,  command 
a  very  beautiful  prospect  of  the  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  large  boats  and  ships  passing  to  and 
fro  under  full  sail,  and  the  continual  movements 
of  numberless  caiques,  generally  manned  by  three 
or  four  rowers,  incessantly  crossing  the  harbour 
in  every  direction,  and  proceeding  with  great  ce- 
lerity to  the  different  villages  of  the  Bosphorus. 

The  caique  is  a  long  narrow  boat,  of  an  extremely 
.light  construction,  equipped  with  one,  two,  or 
three  pair  of  oars.  They  also  carry  one  or  two, 
and  even  three  sails,  which  are  set  only  in  fine 
weather,  or  when  the  wind  is  not  very  strong. 
They  are  not  provided  with  ballast,  and  are  so 
buoyant  that  a  trifling  breeze  of  wind  would 
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overset  them,  without  the  most  timid  caution  on 
the  part  of  the  helmsman.  The  number  of  these 
vessels  is  so  considerable,  and  they  divide  the 
water  with  such  velocity,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  skill  of  the  rowers,  they  frequently  run  foul 
of  each  other,  and  one  or  both  of  them  is  overset. 
In  such  case  swimming  affords  the  only  chance 
for  escape  from  perishing ;  assistance  can  seldom 
be  offered,  from  the  extreme  risk  of  the  person 
tendering  it  oversetting  his  own  boat,  by  taking 
in  the  drowning  person. 

The  construction  of  these  caiques  leaves  no- 
thing to  be  wished  for,  in  point  of  the  elegance 
of  their  form,  and  the  swiftness  of  their  sailing. 
Those  belonging  to  the  Sultan,  are  remarkable 
for  their  size,  their  gilding,  their  general  ele- 
gance of  decoration,  and  the  number  and  dexte- 
rity of  the  rowers :  they  carry  fourteen  pair  of 
pars,  and  are  manned  by  twenty-eight  Bostangis 
dressed  in  white  ;  the  Bostangi-bachi  is  the  steers- 
man. The  caique  of  the  Grand  Vizir  has  twelve 
pair  of  oars  ;  that  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Porte,  and  of  the  ambassadors  of  foreign  powers, 
have  seven  pair.  In  these  larger  caiques,  one 
man  is  necessarily  required  for  each  oar ;  while 
those  of  private  persons  are  sufficiently  narrow 
for  a  single  man  to  make  use  of  two  oars  at  a  time* 

The  prevalence  of  the  plague  in  Constantinople 
at  this  time  rendered  Her  Majesty's  stay  even  in 
tlie  environs,  and  in  the  delightful  retreats  of 
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Boitere,  of  no  incon^derable  danger.  After  t 
stay  in  Constantinople  and  its  neighbourhood, 
therefore,  of  ten  days  only,  Her  Majesty  deter- 
ttitned  on  retiring,  and  proceeding  to  St.  Jean 
d'Acre,  to  commence  from  that  point  her  long 
projected,  and  certainly  the  most  interesting  as 
irell  as  the  most  dangerous  part  of  her  travels, 
through  the  deserts  to  the  Holy  Land. 

Previous  to  our  quitting  Constantinople,  Her 
Majesty  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
public  procession  of  the  Grand  Signior. 
•  One  of  the  great  sights  in  Constantinople  is 
the  procession  of  the  Grand  Signior,  when  he 
goes  from  the  seraglio  to  one  of  the  principal 
mosques  of  the  city.  At  the  opening  of  the 
Bairam,  this  ceremony  is  attended  with  more 
than  ordinary  magnificence. 

We  were  invited  by  the  British  Ambassador 
to  be  at  his  palace  before  sun^rise ;  as  the  pro- 
cession was  to  take  place  the  moment  the  sun 
appeared.  We  were  punctual  in  our  attendance ; 
and  were  conveyed,  with  the  ladies  of  the  ambas-^ 
sadof  s  familvi  and  many  other  persons  attached 
to  the  embassy,  in  small  boats  from  Tophana.  We 
landed  in  Constantinople  ;  and  were  all  stationed 
in  a  commodious  building  in  one  of  the  streets 
near  the  Hippodrome ;  and  through  which  the 
procession  was  to  pass. 

We  had  not  been  long  in  tJiis  situation,  before 
the  Janissaries,  with  large  felt  caps  and  white 
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stages,  milled  tbenubelves  on  each  i^ide  of  the 
fltreet  Leadiiig  to  the  siosque ;  forming  an  extea^ 
ttve  line  of  sgllow  looking  objects. 

Aboat  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  procea^ 
fma  began,  thie  Imam,  or  High  Priest,  passed^ 
with  his  atiendaate,  to  the  mosque,  to  reeeive 
the  Sultan^  l^y  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  eovered  waggons,^ 
foUoired  by  twenty  priests  on  horseback.  l%e 
procession  then  began,  and  continued  according 
to  the  following  order : — 

Proceasiofi  of  the  Grand  Signior,  at  the  opening 
^fthe  Bairam*^^l-  A  Bostanghy,  on  foot,  bearing 
a  wand;  2.  Four  Baitaghies,  or  cooks  of  th^ 
saraglio ;  3.  Fifteen  Zaim,  or  messengers  of  State; 
4u  Thirteen  of  the  Chiaoux,  or  constables,  with 
embroidered  turbans ;  5.  A  party  of  servants  of 
the  seraglio;  €•  Thirty  Capighy  Bashies,  or  por- 
ters of  the  sentglio,  in  high  white  caps,  and  robea 
of  flowered  satin  ;  flanked  by  Baltagfaies,  or  cooks* 
on  each  side,  who  were  on  horsdl»ack,  with  wands ; 
7.  Baltaghies^  on  foot,  with  caps  of  a  eonioai 
foriB,  and  white  wands;  8.  Fourteen  ditto,  mora 
jrichly  dressed,  and  mounted  on  superb  horses; 
9.  Other  Baltagfaies,  on  foot ;  10.  Ten  of  the 
High  Constables,  oa  horseback ;  11.  Forty  ser««^ 
?aats,  onfisat. 

It;,  TheTeftirdagfa,  or  Financier  of  the  Realm* 
en  faorsabgek,  awist  magnificently  caparisoned  ; 
18.  'Ebity  sewaats  pa  foot. 

14.  The  Reis-affandy,  or  Prime  Minister,  in  a 
light  gwea  paUa»t  onamagiuficeat  charger,  with 
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most  sumptuous  housings,  &c. ;  15.  Twenty  ser* 
Tants ;  16.  The  great  body  of  the  Chiaoux,  or 
constables,  with  magnificent  dresses,  and  plumes 
on  their  heads. 

17.  The  Colonel  of  the  Janissaries,  with  a  hel- 
met covered  by  enormous  pl^es;  18.  A  party 
of  fifty  constables  of  the  army,  in  full  uniform, 
with  embroidered  turbans;  19.  Ten  beautiful 
Arabian  led  horses,  covered  with  the  most  costly 
trappings. 

20.  The  Capudan  Pasha,  on  one  of  the  finest 
horses  covered  with  jewelled  housings,  in  a  rich 
green  pelisse  lined  with  dark  fur,  and  a  white 
turban  ;  21.  Bostanghies,  on  foot,  with  white 
wands ;  22.  Ten  porters  belonging  to  the  Grand 
Vizier. 

23.  The  Kaimakan,  on  horseback,  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Vizier,  in  a  rich  crimson 
pelisse  lined  with  dark  fur,  and  accompanied  by 
the  appendages  of  office ;  24.  Twenty  servants, 
on  foot,  bearing  different  articles ;  25.  Twenty 
of  the  grooms  of  state,  on  horseback,  followed 
by  slaves. 

26.  The  Master  of  the  Horse,  in  embroidered 
satin  robes;  27.  Servants  on  foot;  28-  The  De- 
puty Master  of  the  Horse,  in  robes  of  embroidered 
satin ;  29.  Servants  on  foot ;  30.  Inferior  Cham- 
berlains of  the  seraglio,  on  horseback ;  31.  Bos- 
tanghies, with  white  wands,  on  foot;  32.  The 
Sumpter-horses  of  the  Sultan,  laden  with  the  an* 
cient  armour  taken  from  the  church  of  St.  Irene  in 
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tlie  seraglio,  among  ^hich  were  ancient  Grecian 
bucklers  and  shields,  magnificently  embossed  and 
studded  with  gems ;  S3.  Forty  Bostanghies,  bear- 
ing4;wo  turbans  of  state,  flanked  on  each  side 
by  porters ;  34.  An  officer  with  a  bottle  of  water  ; 
35.  Fifteen  Bostanghies,  in  burnished  helmefSy 
bearing  two  stools  of  state,  flanked  on  each  side 
by  porters. 

36.  The  Grand  Chamberlain,  most  sumptuously 
mounted ;  37.  Bostanghies,  in  burnished  helmets^ 
covered  by  very  high  plumes ;  38.  Lofty  waving 
plumes^  supported  by  chamberlains  on  foot. 

39.  The   Grand  Signior,  on  a  beau-^ 

Aiful   managed  Arabian   horse    covered  \ 

"no  1  ^^^^  jewels  and  embroidery,  in  a  scarlet  I  ^ 

g  J  pelisse  lined  with  dark  fur,  and  a  white  \  g 

^\  turban;   flanked   on   each  side  by  tall /^ 

S  I  plumes,  supported  by  chamberlains ;  40. 1^ 

f  Lofty  waving  plumes,  supported  by  cham- J 

berlains  on  foot. 

41.  Slaves  of  the  seraglio,  in  black  satin^ 
having  poignards  in  their  girdles,  the  handles 
being  studded  with  pearls ;  42.  Bostanghies,  on 
foot. 

43.  The  Seliktar  Agha,  or  Sword-bearer  of 
State,  caiTying  a  magnificent  sabre  ;  44.  A  party 
of  attendants,  on  foot ;  45.  The  Agnator  Agha,  or 
High  Chamberlain,  on  horseback,  scattering  paras; 
the  small  coin  of  the  empire,  among  the  people  ; 
46.  Party  of  attendants,  on  foot ;  47.  The  Kislar 
Agha,  or  chief  of  the  black  Eunuchs,  on  horse- 
back, making   his  salaams  to  the   people,    and 

4  c      ^ 
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^finked  oo  ^adb  aide  by  a  p«rty  -of  BMUwgUes ; 
48*  Other  officers  of  the  «eragltd)  soto  hoesebiiefc. 

4.9.  The  SecTOtary  of  ^ta^e,  oa  h<H^back»  htmt^ 
mg  the  Grapd  Sigoior's  eiui>r<Hd«red  Wvtr^era 
IKNTte-feuille ;  50.  A  party  of  attendants ;  51.  The 
Cha^mator  Agha,  or  second  of  the  Black  EuQucha, 
oin  horseback;  ^2.  Party  of  attendants;  5&.  The 
inferior  Black  Eunuchs  of  the  seraglio;  54.  At** 
tendants. 

55.  The  Treasurer  of  State ;  56.  Black  Eunuchs; 
$7.  The  Caiveghy  Bashy,  or  Coffee-bearer  of  the 
Grand  Signior;  58.  Two  Turbans  of  State,  on 
«umpter-horses ;  59.  Party  of  Black  Eunuchs,  in 
Tery  magnificent  dresses. 

60.  Ofl^ers  of  the  seraglio;  followed  fay  a 
mimefious  suit  of  attendants,  some  of  whom  were 
leading  painted  tnules,  carrying  carpets  and  ya- 
riotts  utensils. 

When  the  ceremony  concluded,  the  Grand 
Signior,  aceompanjied  by  the  principal  officers 
of  state,  went  to  exhibit  hiHiself  in  a  kioak^  xMr 
tent,  near  to  the  Seraglio  Poiptj  sitting  on  a  sola 
of  silver.  We  were  enabled  to  view  this  singular 
instance  of  parade,  from  a  boat  stationed  near 
the  place;  and,  after  the  Sultan  retired,  weie 
]>ermitted  to  examine  the  splendid  pageant 
brought  out  for  the  occasion.  It  was  a  T.ery 
large  wooden  couch,  covered  with  thick  platA 
of  massive  silver  highly  burnished.  Kroni  the 
form  of  it,  a9  well  as  from  the  style  in  which  it 
was  ornamented,  there  is  little  doubt  that  this 
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also  constituted  a  part  of  the  treasury  of  the  Greek 
emperors,  when  Constantinople  was  taken  by  the 
Turks. 

The  other  stioBques  of  Constantinople  have 
been  built  after  the  plan  of  St.  Sophia ;  and 
particularly  that  of  Sultan  Solyman,  which  i» 
a  superb  edifice.  It  contains  twenty-four  coIuiiDnS' 
of  graftite  and  of  Cipolino  marble,  together  with 
some  very  targe  circular  slabs  of  porphyry.  Four 
granite  columns  within  the  buildings  are  near 
five  feet  in  diameter,  and  from  thirty -five  to  forty 
iu  height.  There  are  also  two  superb  pillars  of 
porphyry  at  the  entrance  of  the.  court.  Tlie 
mosque  of  Sultan  Bajazet  is  rich  in  ancient 
eolumns  of  granite,  porphyry,  verde  antico,  and 
marble  :  two  of  them,  within  the  mosque,  are 
thirty  feet  high,  and  five  feet  in  diameter.  In 
the  niosque  called  Osmania,  are  pillars  of  Egyp- 
tian granite,  twenty-two  feet  high,  and  three  feet 
in  diameter ;  and  near  it  is  the  celebrated  Soros 
of  red  porphyry,  called  the  tomb  of  Constantine^ 
nine  feet  long,  seven  feet  wide,  and  five  feet 
thick,  of  one  entire  mass.  This  mosque  is  also 
famous  for  its  painted  glass,  and  is  paved  with 
marble.  In  the  mosque  of  Sultan  Achmed  are 
Columns  of  verde  antico,  Egyptian  granite,  and 
white  marble.  Several  antique  vases  of  glass, 
and  of  terra  cotta,  are  also  there  suspended ;  as 
perhaps  similar  vessels  were  in  the  temples  of 
the  ancients,  with  the  other  votive  offerings. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Ceremonies  of  the  Howling  Dervishes  and  Fire 
Eaters. — Common  Misconceptions  re^^pecting  the 
Magnificence  of  Dwellings  in  the  City  of  Cm- 
Mantinople. — Turkish  Splendour  consisting  t» 
the  Luxuries,  not  the  Comforts  of  Life. 

In  one  mosque  was  exhibited  the  dfance  of  the 
dervishes,  and  in  another  the  exhibition  of  the 
howling  priests;  ceremonies  so  extraordinary, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  see  them,  in  order  to  be- 
lieve that  they  are  really  practised  by  human 
beings,  as  acts  of  devotion. 

The  first  of  these  I  have  already  described ; 
the  second  was  conducted  in  the  following  man- 
ner. This  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing, but  it  is  too  curious  and  astonishing  to  omit 
in  a  description  of  Turkish  manners.  It  is  thus 
described  by  a  learned  traveller,  who  vvas  present 
at  an  exhibition  of  it  a  few  years  before : 

"  This  extraordinary  performance  is  considered 
miraculous  by  the  Turks.  By  their  law,  every 
species  of  dancing  is  prohibited ;  and  yet,  in  such 
veneration  is  this  ceremony  held,  that  an  attempt 
to  abolish  it  would  excite  insurrection  among 
the  people. 

"  This  is  an  instance  of  the  most  extraordinary 
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isaperstition  perhaps  ever  known  in  the  history 
of  mankind:  it  will  be  recollected  that  it  is  the 
exhibition  of  pretended  miracles,  wrought  in 
4!onsequence  of  the  supposed  power  of  faith,  by 
a  sect  who  are  called  the  Howling  Dervishes  of 
^cutary. 

"  We  were/*  says  this  gentleman,  "  accompa- 
nied by  a  Janissary,  and  arrived  at  the  place 
where  this  exhibition  is  made.  The  Turks  called 
it  a  mosque ;  but  it  more  resembled  a  barn,  and 
reminded  us  of  the  sort  of  booth  fitted  up  with 
loose  planks  by  mendicant  conjurors  at  an  English 
fair.  This  resemblance  was  further  increased^ 
by  our  finding  at  the  entrance  two  strange  figures^ 
who,  learning  the  cause  of  our  visit,  asked  if  we 
wished  to  have  the  ^  fire  and  dagger  business' 
introduced  among  the  other  performances.  We 
replied  by  expressing  our  inclination  to  see  as 
much  of  their  rites  as  they  might  think  proper 
to  exhibit:  upon  this  we  were  told  that  we  must 
pay  something  more  than  usual  for  the  miracles. 
A  bargain  was  therefore  made,  upon  condition 
that  we  should  see  all  the  miracles.  We  were 
then  permitted  to  enter  the  mosque,  and  directed 
to  place  ourselves  in.  a  small  gallery,  raised  two 
steps  from  the  floor.  Close  to  one  extremity 
of  this  gallery,  certain  of  the  dervishes  were  em- 
ployed in  boiling  coffee  upon  two  brasiers  of 
ligh|;ed  charcoal :  this  was  brought  to  us  in  small 
<ups,  with  pipes,  and  stools  for  seats.  At  the 
other  extremity  of  the  gallery  a  party  of  Turks 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


366  HotvuiiG  jxsmaaatm. 

wesre  al«#  flm^ing  atd  4ridui^  ccfiee.  Uptn 
lAxe  ^alls  of  the  moaque  were  wsfkeoded  daggev, 
8keweis,  ivire  seourges,  ptncer^,  and  niaay  other 
dreadful  instruments  of  tortuare  and  penance.  It 
migbt  have  been  supposed  a  chamber  of  the  k- 
quisition,  if  the  ludicrous  mummery  aroiuid  had 
not.  rather  given  to  it  the  air  of  a  cpiqujrof 's  booths 
It  was  a  long  time  before  the  ceremony  begao. 
At  length  the  principal  dervish^  putttfig  m  his 
robe  of  state,  which  consisted  of  a  greasy  green 
pelisse  with  half  worn  fur,  opened  the  business 
of  the  exhibition.  At  first  they  repeated  tke 
ordinary  prayers  of  the  Turks,  in  which  our 
Janissary  joined,  after  having  washed  his  head, 
feet,  and  hands.  All  strangers,  afterwards  with- 
drawing to  the  gallery,  a  most  ragged  and  fildiy 
set  of  dervishes  seated  themselves  upen  the  flooov 
forming  a  circle  round  their  superior. 

*'  These  men  began  to  repeat  a  series  of  words^ 
as  if  they  were  uttering  sounds  by  rote,  smiliag 
at  the  same  time  with  great  complacency  upon 
each  other:  presently,  their  smiles  were  con- 
verted to  a  laugh,  seemingly  so  unaffected  aad 
80  hearty,  that  we  sympathetically  joined  in  their 
mirth.  Upon  this  our  Janissary  and  interpreter 
became  alarmed,  and  desired  ns  to  use  moie 
caution^  as  the  laughter  we  noticed  was  the  result 
of  religious  emotion,  arising  from  the  delight 
experienced  in  pronouncing  the  attributes  of  the 
Deity.  During  a  full  hour  the  dervishes  coa- 
tinued  laughing  and  repeating  the  .same  words^ 
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forwards.  Thi&y  iJbeji  all  riose,  aiMl  were  joined 
by  otheKSy  whp  wer^  to  act  a  very  conspiciMHia 
part  in  the  cereiooiiy.  The^  were  some  time  t^^ 
llll^riiig  themselves;  aod  frequently,  after  th^y 
h^d  taken  a  station,  they  changed  their  post 
again,  for  purposes  to  us  unhnown.  FioaUy,  they 
all  stood  ia  a  semi-circle  before  the  superior,  and 
then  a  dahce  began :  this^  without  any  nuM^ioa  of 
the  feet  or  hands,  consisted  of  moving  in  a  mas9 
from  side  to  side  against  each  other's  shoulders* 
Depeating  rapidly  and  continually  the  words* 
Ullah,  hoo  UUah !  and  laughing  as  befoi:e,  but  no 
longer  with  any  expression  of  mirth ;  it  seeqoi^ 
nUther  the  horrid  and  intimidating  grimace  of 
madness.  ^In  the  mean  time  the  superior  moved 
slowly  forward,  until  he  stood  in  the  ihidst  ^ 
them,  repeating  the  same  words,  and  making  the 
measure  of  utterance  by  beating  his  hands,  ac- 
companied with  a  motion  of  his  head.  At  thi9 
tiQe  another  figure  made*  his  appearance,  a«  old 
van,  very  like  the  representations  which  Spag?- 
aolet  painted  of  Diogenes,  and  quite  as  ragged<» 
Placing  himself  on  the  left  of  tlxe  semi-circle* 
with  his  face  towards  the  dervishes,  he  began  i^ 
hpwl  th^  same  words,  much  louder,  and  with 
greater  animation  than  the  rest^  a&d  beating  tjnie 
with  all  the  force  of  his  arms*  encouraged  them 
to  exertions  they  were  almpst  incapable  of  sus-^ 
tajoing.  Many  of  them  appeared  to  be  almost 
e:4uiu8tedf  tossing  Uieir  bends  about,  while  thoir 
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laugh  presented  one  of  the  most  horrible  codvqI* 
sions  of  features  the  humaii  countenance  is  capa- 
ble of  assuming.     Still  the  oscillatory  motion  and 
the  howling  continued,  becoming  every  instant 
more  violent ;  and  the  sound  of  their  voices  re- 
sembled the  grunting  of  dying  hogs;  until  at 
length  one  of  them  gave  a  convulsive  spring  fromr 
the  floor,  and,  as  he  leaped,  called  loudly  and 
vehemently  "  Mohammed  !'*    No  sooner  was  this 
perceived,  than  one  of  the  attendants,  taking  him 
in  his  arms,  raised  him  from  the  floor,  and  turned 
him  three  times   round.     Then  a  loud  hissing 
noise,  as  of  fire,  proceeded  from  his  mouth,  which 
ceased  on  the  superior  placing  his  hand  upon  his: 
lips.    The  same  person  then  taking  the  skin  of 
his  throat  between  the  finger  and  thumb  of  his 
left  hand,  pierced  it  through  with  an  iron  skewer 
he  held  in  his  right,  and  left  him  standing  exposed 
to  view   in  that  situation,  calling  loudly  upon: 
Mohammed. 

•  **  We  now  observed  the  attendants  busied  on 
our  right  hand  below  the  gallery,  heating  irons 
in  the  brasiere  used  for  boiling  the  coffee.'  As 
soon  as  the  irons  were  made  red  hot,  they  were 
taken  in  a  glowing  state  among  the  dervishes^ 
who,  seizing  them  with  violence,  began  to  lick 
them  with  their  tongues.  While  we  were  oc- 
cupied in  beholding  this  extraordinary  sight,  our 
attention  was  suddenly  called  off^  to  one  of  the 
performers,  who  was  stamping  in  a  distant  part 
of  the  mosque,  with  one  of  the  irons  between  his 
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teeth.  This  was  snatched  from  him  by  the  su* 
perior;  and  the  man  falling  into  apparent  con* 
vulsions,  was  canght  by  an  attendant,  and  placed 
upon  the  floor,  with  his  face  to  the  earth.  Some 
of  the  rest  then  jumped  about,  stabbing  them- 
selves in  different  parts  of  their  bodies. 

"  As  we  were  already  disgusted  at  such  out- 
rages upon  religion,  under  any  name,  we  de- 
scended from  the  gallery,  and  prepared  to  vvalk 
out;  when  the  superior,  fearing  that  his  com^ 
pany  might  give  him  the  slip,  instantly  put  an 
end  to  the  leger-de-main,  and  demanded  payment* 
While  this  took  place,  it  was  highly  amusing  to 
see  all  the  fire-eaters,  and  the  dagger-bearers, 
recover  at  once  from  their  fainting  and  con- 
vulsions, and  walk  about,  talking  with  each  other 
in  perfect  ease  and  indifference." 

The  apartments  in  houses  of  the  Turks  are 
always  small.  The  use  of  coloured  glass  in  the 
windows  of  the  mosques,  and  in  some  of  the 
palaces,  is  of  remote  date :  it  was  introduced 
into  England,  with  other  refinements,  by  the 
crusaders;  and  perhaps  we  rtiay  attribute  to  the 
^ame  people  the  style  of  building  observed  in 
many  of  our  most  ancient  dwelling  houses,  where, 
in  the  diminutive  panelling  of  the  wainscot^  and 
the  form  of  the  windows,  an  evident  Similarity 
appears  to  what  is  common  in  Turkey.  The 
khans  for  the  bankers  seem  to  rank  next  to  the 
mosques  among  the  public  edifices  of  any  note* 
The  Menagerie  shown  to  strangers  is  the  most 

4  D 
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fikfay  fade  ill  Bkivo^  and  it  is  cbiefty  tena&ftai 
by  mts. .  • .  The  pcnnp  of  a  Turkasttay  i>e  6ud  ta 
eeaafet  'm  his  pipe  and  bis  horse ;  the  first  vriU 
e0si  from  twenty  to  twenty  thousand  {nastres* 
!I%at  of  the  GapudMi  Risha  bad  a  spiral  omar 
ment  of  diaoKmds  froflai  one  €nd  to  the  other; 
and  it  was  six  feet  in  length.  Coiee-ci]f{i8  are 
adorned  in  the  same  costly  maimer.  A  saddle* 
cloth  ombroidered  and  covered  with  Jeweb,  stir-* 
raps  of  silver,  and  other  rich  trappi^gs^  aiie  used 
l»y  tlieir  grandees  to  adorn  th^r  horses* 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Her  Mcgesty's  departure  Jrom  Constanthicpte.'^^ 
The  passa^  of  the  Dardmelles. — Feat  ^f  swirn^ 
Tnmg  across,  the  Hellespont. — fFine  of  the  Dar-r 
danelles. — Expedition  planned  by  Her  Majesty 
to  visit  the  Plains  of  ancient  Troy, — Voyage 
down  the  Hellespont. 

.nBR  Majesty  having  now  fully  determined  oa 
quitting  CcHistantinople  for  the  reasons  stated^ 
prepared  for  the  journey  to  the  Holy  Land  wid 
Jerasalem — and  projecting  a  previous  visit  to  the 
«ite  of  ancient  Troy,  we  embarked  from  the  Porl 
4iS  Constantinople,  under  the  usual  honours,  oa 
the  17th  June. 

Having  anchored  about  three  miles  above  the 

castles^  we  landed,  and  walked  to  the  town  of  the 

Dardanelles.  In  our  way,  we  observed  the  shafts 

of  several  pillars  of  granite  ;  some  of  these  had 

tieeit  placed  upright  in  the  earth,  as  posts,  hy 

-means  of  which  to  fasten  cables  foi*  vessels ;  otheis 

>wei:e  dispersed  and  neglected.     In  the  recess  of 

^  stnall  bay,  before'  reaching  the  town,  is  the  be^t 

situation  for  viewing  the  narrow  part  of  the  strait, 

^here  Xerxes  is  believed  to  have  passed  with  his 

'«Fmy ;  and  here  the  two  castles  have  a  ver^ 

striking  appearance.     Historians  object  to  the 

JBtory  of  Leander's  enterprise  of  swimming  acrosa 
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the  Hellespont,  reasoning  upon  the  supposed  ii 
possibility  of  a  man's  swimming  so  great  a  dis* 
tance  as  that  which  separfited  Abydos  from  Sestos. 
The  servant  of  the  imperial  Consul  at  the  Dar* 
danelles  however  performed  this  feat,  more  than 
once,  in  a  much  wider  part  of  the  straits,  passii^ 
from  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Ehiropean  ca8tie; 
ivhence,  after  resting  himself  a  few  minutes,  he 
swam  back  again.  And  our  countryman  Lord 
Byron,  in  company  with  a  naval  officer,  Lieutenant 
Ekenhead  6f  the  Salsette  frigate,  also  swam 
across  the  Hellespont,  upon  the  3d  of  May  1810* 
They  were  only  an  hour  and  five  minutes  in  com* 
pleting  the  passage. 

The  wine  of  the  Dardanelles  is  sent  to  Con- 
stantinople, to  Smyrna,  to*  Aleppo,  and  even  to 
England.  It  will  keep  to  a  great  age,  and,  if  the 
vintage  be  favourable,  is  preferable  to  that  of 
Tenedos.  Both  sorts  are  of  a  red  colour.  That 
of  the  Dardanelles,  after  it  has  been  kept  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  loses  its  colour,  but  n6t  its 
strength.  It  is  made  chiefly  by  Jews,  and  called 
in  Italian,  (the  language  spoken  throughout  the 
Levant)  Vino  della  legge ;  because  it  is  pre- 
tended, that  the  Jews,  by  their  law,  are  pro- 
hibited the  adulteration  of  wine.  Its  price,  whea 
of  a  good  quality,  is  about  two-pence  a  bottle. 

Having  procured  at  the  Dardanelles  proper 
pei-sons  to  attend  us  as  guides,  during  our  in- 
tended expedition  to  the  plain  of  Troy,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  four-oared  boats  to  conduct 
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US  thither  by  day-break  on  the  following  morn- 
ing,  we  returned  cm  board  our  vessel. 

The  following  morning  at  an  eariy  hour  we 
began  our  voyage.  The  day  was  most  serene  ;  not 
a  breath  of  wind  was  stirring,  nor  was  there  a 
cloud  to  be  seen  in  the  sky.  No  spectacle  could 
be  more  grand  than  the  opening  to  the  Mgean 
sea.  The  mountainous  island  of  Imbros,  backed 
by  the  loftier  snow-clad  summits  of  Samothrace^ 
extended  before  the  Hellespont,  towards  the 
north-west.  Next,  as  we  advanced,  appeared 
Tenedos  upon  the  west,  and  those  small  isles 
which  form  a  groupe  opposed  to  the  Sigean  pro- 
montory. Nothing,  except  the  oars  of  our  boat, 
ruffled  the  still  surface  of  the  water :  no  other 
sound  was  heard.  The  distant  islands  of  the 
jlSigean  appeared  as  if  placed  upon  the  surface 
of  a  vast  mirror.  In  this  mander  we  passed  the 
Hhoetean  promontory  upon  our  left,  and  beheld, 
upon  the  sloping  side  of  it,  the  tumulus,  consi- 
dered as  the  tomb  of  Ajax.  Coming  opposite 
to  a  sandy  bay,  which  ancient  historians  expli- 
citly mention  as  the  naval  station  of  the  Greeks^ 
we  beheld,  at  a  distance,  upon  the  promontory,, 
those  other  tumuli  which  have  been  called  the 
tombs  of  Achilles  and  Patroclus.  Upon  a  sand 
bank,  advanced  into  the  Hellespont,  and  formed 
by  the  deposit  of  the  principal  river  here  disem- 
bogued, which  for  the  present  may  be  designated 
by  its  modern  appellation  of  Mender,  appeared 
the  town  of  Koum-kale. 
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.  A  Tery  skigalar  apf»€ar«Bee  takes  plaee  attlt 
mouth  of  this  river :  as  if  it  refused  to  mix  YtHk 
the  broad  and  rapid  current  of  the  Hetlesprnt, 
it  exhibits  an  exteisive  circular  line,  boundiiig 
its  pale  and  yellow  water :  this  line  is  strongly 
traced,  and  the  contrast  of  colour  between  the 
salt  and  the  fresh  water  very  striking. 

We  landed  at  Koum*kale,  literally  signifying 
jSaad<-castle ;  and  hired  horses  for  our  expedi^ 
tion. 

In  ancient  Greece  eTery  metropolis  possessed 
its  citadel  and  its  plain ;  the  citadel  as  a  place 
of  refuge  during  war,  the  plain  as  a  source  of 
agrieulture  in  peace.  In  the  provinces  of  Greece^ 
therefore,  the  appearance  caused  by  a  plain,  flat 
as  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  and  suiTounded  by 
mountains,  or  having  lofty  rocks  in  its  centre  or 
aides,  is  at  this  day  the  general  indication  of 
ruins  which  denote  the  locality  of  some  ancient 
•capital.  Many  of  those  plains  border  the  sea, 
and  seem  to  have  been  formed  by  the  retirtag 
of  its  waters.  Cities  so  situate  were  the  moat 
ancient:  Argos,  Sicyon,  and  Corinth,  are  of  the 
number.  The  vicinity  of  fertile  plains  to  the 
coast  offered  settlements  to  the  earliest  colotties» 
before  the  interior  of  the  country  became  known. 
As  population  increased,  or  the  first  settlers  weie 
driven  inward  by  new  adventurers,  inland  cities 
were  established ;  but  all  of  them  possessing  their 
respective  plains. 

In  this  manner  stood  the  cities  of  Argos,  Si€yoD» 
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eiruitti,  Megava,  Bleuis,  Athens^  Thebeft,  «mI 
ntny  others.  And  accordittgly  pmBui^g  the  in* 
f  my  over  ail  the  coimtriefl  borderitig  tbe  JEg&ta 
Mft,  we  find  every  BpaekMis  plain  aooompanied  hy. 
Ike  mnskis  of  aome  city,  whoae  eekbrity  vra» 
praportioned -either  to  the  feitility  of  its  territory,* 
« to  the  advantages  of  its  maritime  ^^itioa. 
•  We  sow  ^proceeded  towanb  the  plain  of  thet 
famous  Troy,  paamig  many  adflteMSt  sepukhrear 
aid  placea  af  bmriaL 

We  imw  arrived  at  an  dteyated  .sfiot  of  gnmmi 
aanouaded  on  all  sides  by  a  levcd  plain :  hem. 
wefaiind  iHit  only  tlie  traces  bnt  also  ithe  remaina 
af  an  ffneient  citadel.  All  the  territory  withiii 
Aeae  foundations  vras  covered  by  broken  fat^[ 
tsry^  wtfaoae  fragments  were  parts  of  those  aneiantr 
iemi-eetta  vases  which  are  sktw  held  m  aack 
higfa  estimation. 

From  the  natural  or  the  ^artificial  elevation  ^af 
die  territory  on  which  the  city  stood,  (an  inau-^ 
kted  objeet  in  the  plain,)  we  beheld  almost  all: 
theiobjeetB  referred  to  by  ancient  historians.  1\m^ 
splendid  spectacle  presented  towards  the  westliy 
Hie  snow-cla4  top  of  fiamothnce,  towering  be-^ 
hmd  ImbruB,  would  barffle  every  attempt  of  deli- 
neation  :  it  rose  with  prodigious  grandeur ;  and 
whife  its  ethereal  snrnmit  ^lone  with  indescrBiable. 
fac^htness  in  a  sky  without  a  cloud,  it  seemfiodv 
notwithstanding  its  remote  situation,  as  if  lUa 
Yastness  would  overwhelm  all  the  entire  oolmtry^ 
abonld  an  earthquake  dislodge  it  £rom  ite  bue. 
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Nearer  to  the  eye  appeared  the  mouth  of  the 
Hellespont,  and  Sigeum.  Upon  the  south,  the 
tomb  of  iEsyete,  by  the  road  leading  to  Alexan- 
dria Troas ;  and  less  remote,  the  Scamander,  to- 
trards  the  east,  the  Throsmos,  and  far  beyond,  in 
the  great  Mount,  Gargarus  opposed  to  Samo- 
thrace,  dignified  by  equal  if  not  superior  altitude, 
and  beaming  the  same  degree  of  splendour  from 
the  snow  by  which  it  was  invested. 

Leaving  the  Dardanelles,  we  again  passed  the 
interesting  land  of  Troas,  once  more  viewing  the 
Rhcetean  promontory,  the  tomb  of  Ajax,  the  Gre- 
cian harbour,  the  Sepulchre  of  JSsyetes,  and  the 
mouth  of  Xanthus,  tinging  the  daik  waters  of  the 
Hellespont  with  its  yellow  torrent.  Our  couise 
was  along  the  European  side  of  the  channel ;  as 
in  coasting  Sigeum  there  is  a  shoal,  whereon  ves- 
sels are  often  stranded.  In  order  to  escape  this, 
ships  from*  the  Archipelago  avoid  bearing  up  the 
straits  until  they  are  able  to  see  all  the  windmills, 
stationed  upon  the  brow  of  the  promontory.  Two 
of  the  tombs  mentioned  by  Strabo  appear  very 
conspicuously  in  that  point  of  view.  The  house 
of  a  Dervish  is  situate  in  the  side  of  pne  which  is 
the  nearest  to  the  windmills,  and  to  the  village  of 
Yeni  Cheyr ;  and  this  was  the  sepulchre  opened 
by  order  of  Monsieur  de  Choiseul.  Having  dou* 
bled  the  cape,  two  other  tumuli  appear  upon  the 
coast  towards  the  south.  These  are  very  large» 
and  stand  close  to  the  cliff  above  the  shore.  Down 
the  Hellespont  to  the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles 
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we  sailed  on  towards  Tenedos.  The  soil,  as  we 
approached,  seemed  bleak  and  barren ;  but  the 
ialand  produces  the  finest  wine  in  the  Archipelago. 
This  wine  will  keep  fourteen  or  sixteen  years ; 
after  that  time  it  loses  its  red  colour,  and  becomes 
white,  but  retains  its  strength  and  flavour  to  a 
much  longer  period. 

This  island  was  anciently  famous  for  its 
earthenware. 

Continuing  our  course  towards  the  south,  after 
passing  the  town  of  Tenedos,  we  were  struck  by 
the  very  grand  appearance  of  an  ancient  bath. 
The  three  arches  of  the  building  make  a  conspi- 
cuous figure,  from  a  considerable  distance  at  sea^ 
like  the  front  of  a  magnificent  palace ;  and  this 
circnmstance,  connected  with  the  mistake  so  long 
prevalent  concerning  the  city  itself,  gave  rise  to 
the  appellation  of  ''The  Palace  of  Priam,"  be- 
stowed by  mariners  upon  these  ruins.  Hence  we 
sailed  to  the  promontory  called  Cape  Baba,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Adramyttian  gulf;  the  south- 
western extremity  of  that  chain  of  mountains  of 
which  Gargarus  is  the  summit.  This  cape  presents 
a  high  and  bold  cliff,  on  whose  steep  acclivity  the 
little  town  of  Baba  appears.  It  is  famous  for  the 
manafacture  of  knives  and  poignards :  their  blades 
are  distinguished  in  Turkey  by  the  name  of  Baba 
Leeks.  Afterwards,  crossing  the  mouth  of  the 
gulf,  we  passed  round  the  western  point  of  the 
island  of  Mytilene. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  we  entered  the 

4E 
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straits,  between  Scio  and  the  mam  land.  Tlti$ 
voyage  from  the  Hellespont,  between  tlie  eoi* 
tiaent  and  adjacent  islands,  waa  conaidered  fay 
oar  captain  as  mere  river  sailing ;  it  is  extren^ly 
pleasant,  but  pirates  lurk  among  the  straits  in 
greater  number  than  in  the  more  open  sea.  Being 
always  in  sight  of  land,  however^  and  often  close 
in  with  it,  the  prospects  are  in  the  highest  degree 
beautiful. 

We  now  arrived  at  the  delightful  Scio,  wheie 
we  landed  and  passed  a  few  days.  In  the  chaii* 
nel  between  Scio  and  the  opposite  Peninsula,  the 
scenery  is.  perhaps  unequalled  by  any  Uung  in 
the  Archipeli^o;  not  only,  owing  to  the  gran^ 
deur^  the  height^  and  the  Biagnitnde,  of  the 
gigantic  masses  on  the  coast,  but  from  the  exv 
treme  richness  and  fertility  of  the  island,  Mled 
with  flowery,  luxuriant,  and  odoriferous  plants, 
and  presenting  a  magnificent  slope,  covered 'with 
gardens  from  the  water  s  edge.  Trees  benda^ 
With  fruit, — the  citron,  the  orange,  the  IenK>B» 
the  mulberry,  and  the  mastic-tree~^«re  seenforaH 
ing  extensive  groves^  and  in  the  midst  <^  these 
appears  the  town  of  Scio* 

Upon  first  entering  the  straits,  small  objects  do 
not  interfere  with  the  stupendous  grandeur  of  the 
view.  Mountains,  high,  undulating,  sweeping, 
precipitous,  inclose  the.  sea  on  all  sides,  so  as  to 
give  to  it  the  appearance  of  a  vast  lake,  sur* 
rounded  by  that  side  of  Alpine  territory,  wheie 
the  eye,  from  the  immensity  of  c^eeto,<  roams 
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'  Yith  facility  oner  the  sides  and  the  summits  it 
bekokls;  surveying  valleys,  precipices,  chasmSy 
,and  bays,  and,  losijig  all  attention  to  minuter 
features,  is  entirely  occupied  in  viewing  the 
bolder  outlines  of  nature.  As  we  advanced,  how- 
ever, and  drew  near  to  Scio,  the  splendid  pic- 
ture presented  by  that  beautiful  island  drew  all 
our  attention,  and  engrossed  it,  from  daylight 
until  noon.  It  is  the  paradise  of  modern  Greece-; 
more  productive  than  any  other  island,  and  yield- 
ing to  none  in  grandeur.  We  passed  close  be- 
neath the  town,  sailing  pleasantly  along  its  vine- 
yards and  plantations,  and  inhaling  spicy  odours, 
vrafted  from  its  cliffe  and  groves.  The  houses 
being  all  white,  presented  a  lively  contrast  to  the 
.  evergreens  which  overshadowed  them ;  seemiag 
like  little  palaces  in  the  tnidst  of  bowers  of  citron, 
•lime,  olive,  and  pomegranate  trees.  This  chosen 
«pot  was  for  many  years  the  residence  of  an 
Bnglishman  of  the  name  of  Baimbridge,  who  had 
searched  all  Europe  for  a  healthy  place  in  which 
to  end  his  days ;  and,  although  his  arm  was  frac- 
tured at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-four,  he 
lived  in  Scio  until  he  was  ninety-three.  The*  cap- 
tain of  our  vessel  well  remembered  him,  when  he 
ivjis  himself  only  the  mat«  of  a  merchantman,  and 
his  masters  ship  was  laid  up  during  a  twelve^ 
month  in  the  island.  He  pointed  out  the  house 
where  he  lived,  and  the  tree  beneath  which  he 
V¥as  buried ;  and  spoke  of  his  own  residence  in 
Scio  as  the  happiest  remembrance  of  his  life.  In^ 
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deed  the  praises  of  this  favoured  island  are  uni- 
Tersal  in  the  country,  and  its  delights  constitute 
the  burden  of  many  a  tale,  and  many  a  song, 
among  the  modern  Greeks.  Its  produce  is  chiefly 
silk  and  mastic.  From  the  abundance  of  the  lat- 
ter article,  the  Turks  call  Scio  by  the  name  of 
Sackee,  which  signifies  mastic.  The  sale  of  a 
single  ounce  of  this  substance,  before  the  Grand 
Signior  s  tributary  portion  of  it  has  been  col- 
lected, is  punished  with  death.  This  portion  is 
annually  received  by  the  Cadi  in  great  pomp, 
attended  by  music  and  by  other  demonstrations 
of joy. 

The  inhabitants  of  Scio  amount  to  about  sixty 
thousand  ;  of  which  number  twenty  thousand  re- 
side in  the  town  itself. 

Having  cleared  the  straits,  we  sailed  along  the 
Ionian  coast  for  the  channel  separating  the  stu- 
pendous heights  of  Samos  from  the  lower  land  of 
Icaria.  This  marine  pass  is  at  present  generally 
known  in  these  seas  by  the  appellation  of  the 
Samian  Boccaze.  It  presents  a  bold  and  fearful 
strait,  in  the  mouth  of  which  is  the  small  island  of 
Fourni.  A  very  heavy  sea  rolls  continually 
through  this  channel,  so  that,  with  contrary  wind, 
even  a  frigate  can  scarcely  effect  the  passage. 
Samos  appeared  to  us,  on  its  northern  side,  the 
most  tremendous  and  precipitous  mountain  we 
had  ever  beheld.  Its  summit  was  concealed  by  a 
thick  covering  of  clouds,  although  all  the  rest  of 
the  Archipelago  appeared  clear  and  serene.   We 
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were  told  that  the  heights  of  Samoa  are  rarely 
unveiled.  The  most  enlightened  seamen  of  the 
day,  maintain,  upon  testimony  which  it  is  difficult 
to  dispute,  that  in  stormy  weather  they  have  ob- 
served a  lambent  flame  playing  upon  the  face  of 
the  precipice  of  Saraos,  about  two-thirds  of  its 
height  from  the  surface  of  the  water.  They  fur- 
ther allege,  that  the  natives  of  Samos  have  fre- 
quently gone  up  the  mountain,  in  dark  tempestu- 
ous weather,  to  seek  this  Are,  but  have  never  been 
able  to  discover  whence  it  issues.  It  is  probably 
one  of  those  exhalations  found  in  many  paits  of 
the  world,  which  are  always  most  conspicuous 
in  hazy  and  rainy  weather ;  as,  for  example,  the 
burning  vapour  at  Pietra  Mala  in  Tuscany,  which 
we  have  already  spoken  of,  and  many  others. 
That  of  Samos,  perhaps,  from  its  inaccessible 
situation,  rendered  still  more  difficult  of  approach 
in  stormy  weather,  might  escape  the  search  of 
the  natives,  and  yet  be  visible  from  a  considerable 
distance  at  sea. 

In  describing  the  scenery  which  here  presented 
itself,  I  cannot  do  it  more  justice  than  by  using 
the  words  of  a  learned  traveller  who  preceded 
us.  It  is  not  possible  for  any  power  of  language, 
says  he,  adequately  to  describe  the  appearance, 
presented  at  the  rising  or  setting  of  the  sun,  in 
the  iEgean  sea.  Whether  in  dim  perspective, 
through  grey  and  silvery  mists,  or  amidst  hues  of 
liveliest  purple,  the  isles  and  continents  of  Greece 
present  their  varied  features,  nor  pen,  nor  pencil, 
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cfttn  paiirtray  the  scenery.  Whatsoever,  ia  the 
warmest  fancies  of  my  youth,  imagination  had 
represented  of  this  gifted  countiy,  \ra8  after- 
wards not  only  realized,  but  surpassed.  Let  the 
reader  -picture  to  his  conception  an  evening  sun 
behind  the  towering  cliffs  of  Patmos,  gilding  the 
battlements  of  the  monastery  of  the  Apocalypse 
with  its  parting  rays;  the  consecrated  Island, 
surrounded  by  inexpressible  brightness,  seeming 
to  float  upon  an  abyss  of  fire ;  while  the  moon, 
in  milder  splendour,  is  rising  full  over  the 
opposite  expanse.  Such  a  scene  we  actually 
witnessed,  with  feelings  naturally  excited  by  all 
the  circumstances  of  local  solemnity ;  for  such, 
indeed,  might  have  been  the  face  of  nature,  when 
the  inspiration  of  an  Apostle,  kindling  in  itt  con- 
templation, uttered  the  alleluias  of  that  mighty 
voice,  telling  of  salvation,  and  glory,  and  honour, 
and  power. 

How  very  different  were  the  reflections  caused, 
upon  leaving  the  deck,  by  observing  a  sailor  with 
a  lighted  match  in  his  hand,  and  our  captain 
busied  in  appointing  an  extraordinary  watch  for 
the  night,  as  th6  precaution  against  the  pirates, 
who  swarm  in  these  seas.  Those  wretclies,  das- 
tardly as  well  as .  cruel,  the  instant  they  board 
a  vessel,  put  every  individual  of  the  erew  to 
death.  They  lurk  about  the  Isle  of  Founii,  in 
great  numbers ;  taking  possession  oF  bays  and 
creeks,  the  least  frequented  by  other  mariners. 
After  they  have  plundered  a  ship,  and  murdered 
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the  crew,  they  bore  a  hole  through  her  bottom^ 
sink  her,  and  take  to  their  boats  again. 

The  next  morning  we  came  to  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  the  Isle  of  Stanchio,  where  the  sea 
appears  entirely  land*locked;  as  indeed  it  d6es 
for  a  very  considerable  distance  from  the  island, 
towards  the  north. 

A  plane-tree,  supposed,  and  perhaps  with  rea- 
son, to  be  the  largest  in  the  world,  is  yet  standing 
within  the  market-place  of  this  town.  Traveller 
described  it  as  '^the  famous  plantain-tree,"  half  a 
century  ago.  It  once  covered  with  its  branches 
upwards  of  forty  shops :  and  -  enough  is  still  re- 
maining to  astonish  all  beholders.  An  enormous 
branch,  extending  from  the  trunk  almost  to  the 
sea,  although  propped  by  ancient  columns  of 
granite,  gave  way  and  fell.  This  has  consi- 
derably diminished  the  effect  produced  by  its 
beauty  and  prodigious  size.  Its  branches '  still 
exhibit  a  very  remarkable  appearance,  extending 
horizontally  to  a  surprising  distance,  supported 
at  the  same  time  by  granite  and  marble  pillars 
found  upon  the  island.  Some  notion  may  be 
formed  of  the  time  those  props  have  been  so^ 
employed,  by  the  appearance  of  the  bark ;  for 
this  has  actually,  encased  the  extremities  of  the 
columns,  and  so  completely,  that  the  branches 
and  the  pillars  mutually  support  each  other :  it 
is  probable^  if  those  branches  were  raised,  some 
of  them  would  lift  the  pillai-s  from  the  eaith. 

We  now  sailed  for  Rhodes;  an  eminence,  called 
the  Table  Mountain,  first  appearing  upon  the 
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latter,  and  seeming  itself  to  be  insular,  as  if  it 
ivere  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  island.  To- 
wards the  south,  midway  between  the  islands  of 
Crete  and  Rhodes,  we  saw  the  Carpathian  Isles, 
at  a  surprising  distance.  We  were  wafted  by 
favourable  breezes  during  the  whole  night ;  and 
the  next  morning  we  entered  the  old  port  of 
Khodes,  between  the  two  piers,  on  which  it  has 
been  fancifully  asserted,  by  some  modem  writers, 
the  feet  of  the  celebrated  Colossus  formerly 
rested.  The  mouth  of  this  harbour  is  so  choked 
with  ruins,  that  small  vessels  alone  are  able  to 
enter;. and  even  our  little  vessel  was  aground 
before  she  came  to  her  anchor. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


i 


*'  /  f 

i  ^  -       -  .1 


.♦ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQI^ 


[    685    ] 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

jirrivalat  Rhodes. — Delightful  Orange  and  Citron 
'^     Groves.  —  Antiquities. —  Remarkable  Castle. — 

Dexterity  of  its  Divers — Curious  Instance  of 

it — Sail  for  Acre. — Arrival^  and  general  De- 
"   scription  of  it.  —  Rosetta.  —  Arab  Seamen. — 

Rachmanie  —  Climate  of  Egypt.  —  Ophthalmia. 

— Buffaloesof  the  Nile. — fVkirlwinds  of  Sand. 

Rhodes  is  a  truly  delightful  spot :  the  air  of 

the  place  is  healthy  ;  and  its  gardens  are  filled 

yiiih  delicious  fruit.     Here,  as  in  Cos,  every  gftle 

P|8^  scented  with  tHe   most  powerful  fragrance, 

:'*]irhich  is  wafted  from  groves  of  orange  and  citron 

rees.    Numberless  aromatic  herbs  exhale  at  the 

ime  time  such  profuse  odour,   that  the  whole 

atmosphere  seems  to  be  impregnated  with  a  spicy 

fperfume. 

The  present  inhabitants  of  the  island  confirm 
le  ancient  history  of  its  climate ;  maintaining, 
^^at  hardly  a  day  passes,  throughout  the  year, 
which  the  sun  is  not  visible.  Pagan  writers 
lescribe  it  as  so  peculiarly  favoured,  that  Jupiter 
\3^  fabled  to  have  poured  down  upon  it  a  golden 
f'miower.  TTie  winds  are  liable  to  little  varia- 
tion :  they  are  Borth,  or  north-west,  during  almost 
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every  month,  but  these  winds  blow  with  great 
violence. 

The  principal  ruins  at  Rhodes  are  not  of  very 
ancient  date.  The  remains  of  their  fine  old  fortress 
prove  that  the  building  has  sustained  little  injury, 
owing  either  to  time  or  to  barbarians.  It  still 
exhibits  a  venerable  moated  castle,  of  great  size 
^nd  strength ;  so  fortified  as  to  seem  almost  im- 
pregnable. A  drawing  made  from  this  structure 
might  furnish  one  of  our  theatres- with  a  most 
striking  scenic  decoration :  it  appears  to  com- 
bine all  that  is  necessary  in  a  complete  system 
of  fortification  ;  dykes  and  draw-bridges,  towers, 
battlements  and  bastions.  The  island  was  for*' 
urerly  in  the  possession  of  the  knights  of  Malta, 
and  the  cells  of  the  knights  are  yet  entirc,  form- 
ing a  street  within  the  works;  and  near  to  these 
cells  is  the  cathedral,  or  chapel,  whose  doors  of 
sycamore  wood,  curiously  carved,  and  said  to 
be  incoiTuptible,  are  pteserved  in  their  original 
state- 
In  the  close  vicinity  of  Rhodes  are  the  isles  of 
Syme  and  Visari :  their  inhabitants  are  princi* 
pally  maintained  by  the  occupation  of  diving  ^for 
sponges.  The  following  singular  custom  is  ob- 
served: When  a  man  of  any  property  intends  to 
have  his  daughter  married,  be  appoints  a  certain 
Aay»  when  all  the  young  unmarried  men  repair 
to  the  sea-side,  "where  they  strip  themselves  ia 
the  presence  of  the  father  and  his  daughter,  and 
begin  diving.     He  who  goes  deepest  into  the 
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sea^  and  remaiDs  longest   under  water,  obtains 
the  lady. 

The  following  is  a  curious  instance  of  theip 
dex:terity  :  Some  years  ago  many  rare  antiquitiefit 
were  obtained  by  the  English  ambassador  in 
Athens,  and  were  sunk,  by  the  loss  of  a  vessel  in 
the  bay  of  Cerigo,  together  with  the  valuable 
journals  of  his  secretary,  relating  to  his  travels 
in  Greece  and  Egypt :  this  gentleman,  with  great 
presence  of  mind,  sent  for  some  of  these  divers ; 
tvho  actually  succeeded  in  penetrating  to  the 
ship's  hold,  and  in  driving  large  iron  bolts,  inta 
the  cases  containing  marbles,  at  the  bottoms 
of  the  sea,  in  ten  fathoms  water:  to  these  they 
afterwards  applied  cords,  and  thus  succeeded  in 
raishig  a  part  of  the  ship*s  cargo. 

We  had  no  sooner  entered  the  mouth  of  the  gulf 
€>f  Glaucns,  than  we  encountered  a  tremeudeus 
svell,  which  our  pilot  had  taught  us  to  expect* 
At  one   moment,  a  gust,  as  of  a  hurricane,  laid 
our  vessel  upon  her  beam-ends ;  at  another,  the 
sails  were  shaking,  as  in  a  calm,  and  the  ship 
pitching  in  all  directions.     In  this  situation  night 
tf  ame  on.     Land  around   us,  on  every  side,  in- 
^^reased   our  apprehensions ;    but    patience  and 
labour  at  last  brought  us  quietly  to  anchor  on 
^fke  eastern  side  of  one  of  the  six  isles  in  the  en- 
trance to  this  bay,  behind  which  vessels  lie  most 
£?^nimodiously  that  visit  the  place  for  the  purpose^ 
c>f  watering. 
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Our  course  now  lay  direct  for  St.  Jean  d'Acre, 
and  having  fair  weather,  we  came  in  sight  of  the 
coast  on  the  1st  July.  The  mountains,  covered 
with  brush-wood,  shelve  gently  down  to  the  shore. 
Beyond  is  a  point  of  land  running  for  some  dis- 
tance into  the  sea :  this  was  fatal  to  the  flotilla 
that  carried  the  battering  train  of  Buonaparte's 
army  before  Acre ;  it  was  taken  by  the  squadron 
under  Sir  Sidney  Smith.  Mount  Carmel  rises 
behind  it ;  and  Caiphas,  surmounted  by  two  or 
three  towers,  is  at  its  extremity.  As  soon  as  wc 
had  passed,  we  entered  the  Bay  of  Acre.  This 
bay  is  about  three  leagues  broad,  and  two  deep ; 
the  land  adjoining  is  a  plain,  encircled  by  a  range 
of  hills,  that  present  themselves  on  approach- 
ing Acre  in  this  direction,  as  if  immediately 
behind.  The  town  appears  low  when  first  seen : 
two  or  three  high  houses,  a  cupola^  and  a 
minaret,  rise  above  the  rest;  —  afterwards  its 
foilifications  are  distinguishable,  in  a  sea  front, 
with  embrasures,  behind  which  is  a  Sai*acenic 
wall  with  battlements. 

We  entered  the  port  of  Acre  on  the  2d  of 
July,  through  a  ruined  mole,  at  the  end  of  which 
is  an  insulated  tower  and  light-house :  between 
this  and  the  mole  vessels  of  burthen  are  obliged 
to  pass  ;  small  craft  enter  outside  the  mole,  and 
many  more  close  to  the  walls.  I  remained  two 
hours  on  board,  waiting  for  the  captain  of  tlie 
port  to  awake  and  grant  permission  to  land.   As 
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soon  m  this  was  obtained  I  went  to  the  residence 
of  the  English  *  vice-consul,  whose  apartments 
were  in  a  large  okella,  inhabited  by  the  dif- 
ferent consulates  and  principal  Franks  of  the 
town.  There  I  had  a  room  given  me  :  yet,  though 
I  was  treated  with  great  hospitality,  I  regretted 
that  I  did  not  take  advantage  of  a  letter  to  the 
CQiivent,  from  that  in  Jerusalem ;  for  I  soon  found 
that  my  host  considered  himself  ill-used  by  the 
British  government,  from  not  being  allowed  a 
salary. 

The  remembrance  of  the  gallant  resistance  of 
Djezzar  Pasha  to  Buonaparte,  had  excited  my 
curiosity  to  see  this  celebrated  place  ;  I  took  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  going  through  the  town, 
and  examining  its  exterior.  I  had  no  inclination 
to  visit  the  reigning  Pasha,  whose  favour  would 
only  have  been  shown  by  a  permission  to  enter 
the  principal  mosque ;  for  which,  I  learnt,  the 
attendants  would  require  a  much  larger  sum  than 
I  was  disposed  to  give. 

The  town  stands  upon  a  point  of  low  land,  is 
much  smaller  than  I  had  supposed,  irregularly 
and  meanly  built,  though  most  of  the  houses  are 
of  stone  :  none  of  the  mosques  are  remarkable, 
except  the  principal  one  above  mentioned  :  this 
is  large,  its  roof  formed  by  a  handsome  cupola, 
surrounded  by  one  very  lofty  minaret.  It  was 
built  by  Djezzar,  and  is  rich  in  marbles.  Near 
the  mosque  are  the  seraglios  of  the  Pasha,  and 
his  prime  minister  and  favourite,  Ali ;  which  are 
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4i»tiaguffthed  only  by  the  extent  of  blank  wall 
surrounding  them.  The  bazars'were  filled  with 
shops,  and  much  crowded  in  the  early  part  d 
the  morning.  The  number  of  the  inhabitants 
about  five  thousand. 

Every  traveller  who  visits  Acre  hears  some 
aidditional  story  of  the  cruelty  of  Djezzar.  It  is 
terrible  to  think  how  man  can  treat  his  fellow.  Hie 
number  of  faces  without  noses  and  ears,  strikes 
every  one  )vho  has  visited  this  part  of  Syria: 
yet,  even  after  this  punishment,  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  him  to  keep  men  in  his  em- 
ployment :  of  this  there  is  a  remarkable  instance 
in  the  person  of  the  richest  Jew  at  Acre,  whom 
I  saw :  he  exercised  some  office  of  trust  in  bis 
service,  and  continues  still  to  do  so  in  the  seraglio 
of  the  present  Pasha. 

A  few  years  ago  Djezzar  had  reason  to  sus- 
pect fraud  in  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  officers 
of  his  seraglio  ;  and,  as  he  could  nc^  discover  the 
offenders,  he  had  between  fifty  and  sixty  of  them 
seized,  stripped  naked,  and  laid  on  the  ground, 
and  to  each  placed  a  couple  of  Janissaries,  who 
were  ordered  to  hew  them  in  pieces  with  their 
swords.  This  execution  was  seen  by  the  person 
who  related  it  to  me,  and  described  with  every 
aggravation  of  horror  that  may  be  supposed 
attached  to  such  an  event.  Yet  the  barbarian 
who  caused  the  execution  died  in  his  bed ! 

Her  Majesty  purposing  to  visit  the  Pyramids, 
we  now  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Rosetta  and  the 
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smM  exteuBive  eanals,^  ceareying  water  to  lands 
-above  the  level  of  the  river :  these  are  supplied 
by  wheels,  sometimes  turned  by  oxen,  but  more 
generally  by  buffaloes.  They  are  banked  by  very 
lofty  walls,  constructed  of  mud)  hardened  by  the 
eun.  One  of  them,  upon  the  western  side  of  the 
river,  extended  to  the  lake  Maadie.  The  land, 
^hus  watered,  produces  three  crops  in  each  year; 
the  first  of  clover,  the  second  of  corn,  and  the 
third  of  rice*  The  rice-grounds  are  inundated 
Irom  the  time  of  sowing  nearly  to  harvest ;  and 
the  seed  is  commonly  cast  upon  the  water,  a 
-practise  distinctly  mentimied  in  sacred  Scripture, 
*^  Capt  thy  bread  upon  the  waters  :  for  thou  shalt 
find  it  after  many  days."  When  the  rice-tplaiitB 
^tre  about  two  feet  high,  they  are  transplantedu 
JBesides  the  method  of  raising  water  into  the  kigk 
grounds  near  the  river,  by  means  of  buckets 
fiasteaed  to  a  wheel,  wbere  the  land  is  not  nniok 
elevated  above  the  surface  of  the  Nile,  they  use 
-n  simple,  and  probably  a  very  ancient  contrrvattce, 
«f  liiiing  it  in  a  basket,  lined  peiiiaps  with  clloae 
^oaatting,  or  with  leather.  Two  men,  holding  the 
iMisket  between  them,  by  a  cord  in  each  band 
fastened  to  tke  edge  of  it,  lower  it  into  the  Nile, 
and  then  swii^  it  between  them  until  it  acqaires 
-a  Telocity  Mfficient  to' enable  them  to  throw  the 
water,  over  a  bank,  into  a  canal  near  tke  river. 
Hhe  Te^lar  costkmance  of  their  motion  gives 
-tfaem,  at  a  distance,  tke  ypfneanxice  of  antomatiA 
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figures,  rather  than  of  living  beings.  They  work 
naked,  exposed  to  the  sun's  most  powerful  rays, 
during  the  whole  day,  repeating  one  of  their 
Arabian  songs,  for  they  seem  to  have  a  pecaliar 
air  adapted  to  every  labour.  As  to  their  summer 
clothing,  when  they  wear  any,  it  consists  only 
of  a  blue  cotton  shirt,  girded  by  a  belt  round  the 
waist.  The  Arabs  whom  we  saw  occasionally  near 
the  river,  whether  alone  or  in  company,  made 
their  appearance  without  any  kind  of  covering. 

The  north  and  north-west,  or  Etesian  winds^ 
prevail  with  much  violence,  and  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August.  As  this  monsoon  happens  annually,  at 
the  period  of  the  Nile's  inundation,  the  wonderful 
advantages  it  offers  for  the  commerce  of  the 
country  exceed  any  thing,  perhaps,  known  upon 
earth :  A  vessel,  leaving  Rosetta,  is  driven  by  it 
with  extraordinary  velocity  against  the  whole 
force  of  the  torrent  to  Cairo,  or  into  any  part  of 
Upper  Egypt.  For  the  purpose  of  her  retaro, 
with  even  greater  rapidity,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  take  down  mast  and  sails,  and  leave  her  to 
be  carried  against  the  wind  by  the  powerful  cur- 
rent of  the  river.  It  is  thus  possible  to  perform 
the  whole  voyage,  from  Rosetta  to  Bulac,  the 
quay  of  Cairo,  and  back  again,  with  certainty, 
in  about  seventy  hours ;  a  distance  equal  to  four 
hundred^miles. 

a 

The  Arab  crew  of  our  boat  washed  their  hands^ 
faces^and  teeth,  before  apd  after  eating;  cleansing 
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their  teeth  with  vrood-ashes,  which  they  collected 
for  this  purpose  from  the  fire,  by  boiling  our 
kettle.    The  common  fuel  used  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  is  prepared  from  a  mixture  of 
cameFs  dung,  mud,  and  straw :  these  ingredients, 
being  made  into  a  paste,  are  collected  in  the  form 
of  balls,  which  are  afterwards  flattened  upon  the 
walls  of  their  huts  for  dry^ing  in  the  sun,  and  thus 
formed  into   circular  cakes.     From   the  ash^s, 
after  burning  these  cakes,  the   ammonia  is  ob- 
tained, which  is  afterwards  sent  to  Europe.    The 
process  is  briefly  and  perspicuously  described  by 
Shaw  in  the  Appendix  to  his  Travels.    Opposite 
to  Rachmanie  there  is  a  small  island,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  river.    A  large  vessel  with  three  mast& 
was  stationed  near  the  town.    The  Nile  is  here 
very   broad,  and  the  current  was  at  this  time 
prodigiously   rapid;   yet   the    strength    of   the 
Etesian  wind  enabled  us  to  stem  its  force,  and 
to  proceed  with  very  great  velocity.    Villages^ 
in  an  almost  uninterrupted  succession,  denoted 
a  much  greater  population  than  we  had  imagined 
this  countiy  to  contain.    Upon  each  side  of  the 
river,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  we  saw  rich 
fields  of  com  and  rice,  with  such  beautiful  groves^ 
seeming   to  rise   out  of  the  watery  plains,  and^ 
to    shade  innumerable  settlements  in  the  Delta^ 
amidst  never-ending  plantations  of  melons,   and 
all   kinds  of  garden  vegetables,  that,  from  the 
abundance  of  its  harvests,  Egypt  may  be  deemed 
the  richest  country  in  the  world.    Such  is  the 

4  G 
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picture  exhibited  to  the  native  inhabitants,  who 
are  seasoned  to  withstand  the  disorders  of  the 
country,   and  can  bear  with  indifference  the  at- 
tacks of  myriads  of  all  sorts  of  noxious  animals; 
to  whom  mud  and  musquitoes,  or  dust  andyermiii, 
are  alike  indifferent ;  who,  having  never  expe- 
rienced one  comfortable  feeling  in  the  midst  of 
.their  highest  enjoyments,  nor  a  single  antidote 
to  SiH'row  in  the  depths  of  their  wretchedneai» 
vegetate,  like  the  bananas  and  sycamores  around 
them.    But    strangers,  and  especially  the  inba- 
l>itants  of  northern  countries,  where  wholesraie 
«ir  and  cleanliness  are  among  the  necessaries 
lOf  life,  must  cotisider  Egypt  as  the  nsost  d^SK 
table  region  upon  earth.    Upon  the  retiring  of 
the  Nile,  the  eountj-y  is  one  vast  swamp.    The 
ittmosphere,  impregnated  with  every  pntiid  and 
<>fensive  exhalation,  then  stagnates,  like  the  fiUhy 
|>ools  over  which  it  broods.  Then,  too,  the  plague 
iregularly  b^ins;  nor  ceases,  until  the  waters 
return  again.  Throughout  the  spring,  intermitti^ 
fevers  universally  prevail.    About  tiie  begimiH^ 
!of  May,  certain  wincjte  cover  even  the  sands  of 
the  desert  with  the  most  disgusting  vermin.    The 
latest  descendants  of  Pharaoh  are  not  yet  deli* 
vered  from  the  evi4s  which  fell  upon  the  land  when 
it  was  smitten  by  the  bands  of  Moses  and  Aaron; 
tiie  ''  plague  of  ^s,"  the  ''  plague  of  lice,"  the 
^'pli^ue  of  flies,"  the  ''  mwrain,  boils  and  biaios,'" 
Iprevail,  so  that  the  whole  country  is  corruytcdt'' 
«ind  literally  ''  The  dtst  of  the  eaith  beeoae» 
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Ike,  upon  man  and  upoa  beast,  throughout  the 

land  of  Egypt."    At  the  period  of  the  overflow, 

INsrsons  w1m>  drink  the  water  beeome  subject  t» 

a  disorder  called    ^^  prickly  heat:"  this  oftea 

terminates  in  those  dreadful  wounds  alluded  tor 

ip  the  Sacred  Writings,  by  the  words  ^*  boila 

^nd  blains."    During  the  months  of  June,  July, 

and  August,  many  individuals  are  deprived  of 

Sight,  owing  to  a  disorder  of  the  eyes  peculiar 

to  this  country.    Europeans,  having  no  other 

name  for  it,  have  called  it  Ophthalmia,  from  the 

organs  it  afflicts.   There  was  hardly  an  individual 

who  did  not  suffer,  more  or  less,  the  consequences 

of  this  painful  malady.    It  commences  with  a 

sensation  as  if  grains  of  sand  had  been  cast  into 

the  eyes.    At  this  season,  also,  the  dysenteiy 

begins  to  number  its  victims ;  and  although  some 

be  fortunate  enough  to  escape  the  worst  efTecta 

of  this  disorder,  it  proves  fatal  in  many  instances. 

A  traveller  may  escape  most  of  these  evils  By 

proper  attention ;  and  if  he  visit  the  country  sa 

as  to  profit  by  the  Etesian  winds  at  the  time  of 

±he  inundation,  and  hire  a  Djerm  for  bis  constant 

residence  upon  the  river,  he  may  venture  inta 

Upper  Egypt,  and  visit  its  stupendous  remains 

of  antiquity  with  ease  and  comfort.    The  never-' 

filling  monsoon  carries  him  along,  sitting  in  a 

oool  and  comfortable    cabin,  with  every  con- 

vienience  for  reading  or  writing,  for  food,  or 

jrest ;  and  the  current  of  the  river  alone  operates 

^»  favourably  for  his  return. 
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After  passing  Rachmanie,  darkness  deprived 
us  of  the  very  interesting  landscape  with  vhich 
we  had  been  continually  gratified  during  the 
day.  We  continued  sailing  almost  the  whole 
night,  under  the  care  and  guidance  of  our  steady 
pilot  at  the  helm,  who,  as  master  of  the  Djenn,^ 
remained  at  his  post  until  morning  dawned. 
Four  men,  besides  himself,  constituted  the  whole 
of  the  crew  ;  all  of  whom  were  Arabs.  During 
the  time  they  remained  in  our  service,  they  were 
diligent,  industrious,  faithful,  always  sober,  oblig- 
ing, and  very  skilful  in  managing  their  vessel. 
When  daylight  appeared,  upon  Saturday,  August 
the  eleventh,  they  told  us  they  had  anchored  ioc 
some  time  at  a  village,  fearful  of  being  boarded 
by  pirates  during  the  extreme  darkness  that  pre- 
vailed, especially  as  the  light  in  our  cabin  ren- 
dered the  Djerm  visible  from  the  sides  of  the 
river.  About  eight  o'clock,  a.m.  we  reached  a 
miserable  town,  called  Koum  or  Koume  Scheriff, 
built  entirely  with  mud.  Soon  afterwards  we 
passed  the  town  of  Amrus,  also  constructed  of 
mud,  and  containing  a  number  of  lofty  conical 
pigeon-houses,  similarly  built ;  exhibiting  a  novel 
and  rwnarkable  appearance  in  the  approach  to 
this  place.  Pigeon's  dung,  every  where  valuable 
as  manure,  is  here  an  important  acquisition ;  for 
by  mixing  it  with  the  sand  upon  the  little  islands 
left  by  the  torrent  in  the  midst  of  the  river,  a  soil 
is  formed,  capable  of  producing  water-melons. 

Afterwards^  we  saw  many  beautiful  biitls,  of 
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whose  names  we  are  entirely  ignorant ;  particu-^ 
iarly  one  of  the  plover  kind,  whose  plumage 
displayed  the  most  lively  and  variegated  colours* 
The  pigeon-cones  increased  very  much  after  pass^ 
i  ig  Amrus ;  almost  every  village  being  furnished 
with  them.  Buffaloes,  swimming  about  in  the 
Nile,  afford  a  singular  sight,  with  their  black 
noses  sticking  out  of  the  water,  snorting  as  they 
cross  from  side  to  side,  all  the  re:3t  of  their  bodies 
Tjeing  concealed.  But  the  most  remarkable  ap- 
pearance of  living  beings,  may  be  noticed  by 
dipping  a  ladle  or  bucket  into  the  midst  of  the 
river,  which  is  every  where  dark  with  mud,  and 
observing  the  swarms  of  animals  contained  in  the 
torrent.  Among  these,  tadpoles  and  young  frogs 
are  so  numerous,  that,  rapid  as  the  current  flows, 
there  is  no  part  of  the  Nile  where  the  water  is 
destitute  of  them.  A  singular  phsenomenon  en- 
grossed all  our  attention :  One  of  those  immense 
columns  of  sand,  mentioned  by  travellers,  came 
rapidly  towards  us,  turning  upon  its  base  as  upon 
a  pivot ;  it  crossed  the  Nile  so  near  to  us,  that 
the  whirlwind  by  which  it  was  carried  placed 
our  vessel  upon  its  beam-ends,  bearing  its  large 
sail  quite  into  the  water,  and  nearly  upsettifag 
the  boat.  As  we  were  engaged  in  righting  the 
vessel,  the  column  disappeared. 

Parties  of  young  Arabs  continually  accompanied 
our  vessel  this  day,  running  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  tumbling,  to  obtain  a  few  paras, 
^s  we  see  children  in  many  parts  of  England ; 
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sometimes  walking  upon  their  hands,  with  thear 
heels  in  the  air ;  at  others,  ivhirling  upcm  their 
hands  and  feet,  to  imitate  the  motion  of  a  vhpeL 
Judging  from  the  appearance  these  presented, 
the  Arab  complexion,  at  a  very  early  age,  ii 
tawny,  and  almost  black.  They  swim  and  dive 
remaikably  well ;  but  these  are  arts  in  which  all 
eastern  nations  excel  those  of  the  western  world. 
About  three  leagues  before  our  arrival  at  Kafia- 
kadia,  there  was  such  an  amazing  quantity  of 
corn  in  heaps  near  the  river,  that  it  extended 
nearly  to  the  length  of  a  mile. 
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Ttrsf  View  of  the  Pyramids. — The  Impression  pro^ 
duced  hy  their  distant  Appearance. — Arrival  ai 
Cairo. — The  Plagues  of  Egypt. — Arab  Manners 
and  Dress. — Arab  Mode  of  Riding — Their  *t»- 
gular  Personal  Concealment. — Return  to  Acre^ 
— Sail  thence  for  Jaffa. — Difficulty  of  obtaining 
Passports. — tier  Majesty  compelled  to  return  to 
Acre. — Passports  granted.— Her  Majesty^ s  Re^ 
titme  and  Escort  assembled.^-^The  Journey  com-- 
menced. — Description  of  the  Retinue' and  Pre-- 
parations. 

On  the  morliiHig  of  the  third  day  we  were  roused, 
as  soon  as  the  sutrdawned,  by  our  Greek  servants 
and  interpreters,  with  the  intelligence  that  '*  The 
Pyramids  were  in  view!"  We  hastened  from  the 
eabin,--aad  never  will  the  impression,  made,  by 
their  appearance,  be  obliterated.  By  reflecting 
the  siin's  rays,  they  appeared  white  as  snow; 
and  of  such  surprising  magnitude,  that  nothing' 
we  bad  previously  conceived  in  our  imagination 
had  prepared  us  for  the  sight  of  these  monuments^ 
We  Were  instantly  convinced  that,  in  force  of 
description,  no  accuracy  of  delineation  can  con-^ 
yiey  ideas  adequate  to  the  eiect  which  is  produced 
in  beholding  then.    The  formality  of  their  atra^^ 
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ture  is  lost  in  their  prodigious  grandeur.  Another 
proof  of  their  indescribable  power  is,  that  no  one 
ever  approached  them  under  other  emotions  than 
those  of  terror. 

We  now  arrived  '^at  Cairo,  and  by  means  of  the 
canal  which  intersects  the  city,  and  was  now 
filled  with  its  muddy  water,  we  visited  a  great 
part  of  the  city  in  a  boat.  The  prodigious  number 
of  gardens  give  to  it  so  pleasing  an  appearance, 
and  the  trees  growing  in  those  gardens  are  so 
new  to  the  eyes  of  a  European,  that  for  a  moment 
he  forgets  the  innumerable  abominations  of  the 
dirtiest  city  in  the  whole  world. 

We  experienced  some  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt: 
a  sigular  species  of  lizard  made  its  appearance 
in  every  chamber,  having  circular  membranes, 
at  the  extremity  of  its  feet,  which  gave  it  such 
tenacity,  that  it  walked  upon  window  panes  of 
glass,  or  upon  the  surfaces  of  pendent  mirrors. 
This  revolting  sight  was  common  to  every  apart- 
ment, whether  in  the  houses  of  the  rich  or  of  the 
poor.  At  the  same  time,  such  a  plague  of  flies- 
covered  all  things  with  their  swarms,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  eat  without  hiring  persons  to  stand 
by  every  table  with  feathers,  or  flappers,  to 
drive  them  away.  Liquor  could  not  be  poured 
into  a  glass;  the  mode  of  drinking  was,  by 
keeping  the  mouth  of  every  bottle  covered  until 
the  moment  it  was  applied  to  the  lips ;  and  in- 
stantly covering  it  with  the  palm  of  the  hand, 
yflieik  removing  it  to  offer  any  one  else.    The 
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utmost  attention  to  cleanliness,  by  a  frtequent 
change  of  every  article  of  wearing  apparel,  could 
not  repel  the  attacks  of  vermin,  which  seemed  to 
infest  even  the  air  of  the  place. 

An  Englishman  hearing  a  party  of  Egyptian 
Arabs  in  conversation,  and  being  ignorant  of  their 
language,  would  suppose  they  were  quarrelling. 
The  Arabic,  as  spoken  by  Arabs,  is  more  harsh  even 
than  the  Welsh,  but  the  dialect  of  Egypt  appear- 
ed to  us  to  be  particularly  harsh.  It  is  always 
spoken  with  a  vehemence  of  gesticulation,  and 
loudness  of  tone,  which  is  quite  a  contrast  to  the 
stately  sedate  manner  of  speaking  among  the 
Turks :  we  were  constantly  impressed  with  a 
notion  that  the  Arabs,  in  conversation,  were  quar* 
relling.  More  than  once  we  ordered  the  inter^ 
preter  to  interfere,  and  to  pacify  them ;  when  it 
appeared  that  we  were  mistaken,  and  that  no- 
thing was  further  from  their  feelings,  at  the  time, 
than  anger.  The  effect  is  not  so  unpleasing  to 
the  ear,  when  Arab  women  eonvei'se ;  although 
the  gesticulation  be  nearly  the  same.  The  dreM 
of  polished  ladies  was  much  more  elegant  than 
any  female  costume  we  had  before  observed  in 
the  East,  and  it  was  entirely  borrowed  from  the 
ancients.  A  zone  placed  immediately  below  the 
bosom  served  to  confine  a  loose  robe,  open  in 
front,  so  as  to  display  a  pair  of  rich  pantaloons. 
Tlie  feet  were  covered  with  enibroidered  slippers, 
but  the  anrkle  and  instep  were  naked ;  and  rouiid 

4  H 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 

i    '       ^  ^       .        ^-.^        .  .... 


602  JAFFA. 

the  lower  part  of  the  leg,  above  the  ankle,  they 
wore  cinctures  of  massive  gold. 

The  Arabs,  who  generally  sing  during  labour, 
use  an  Hebrew  invocation  of  the  Deity  while  they 
are  passing,  in  their  boats,  beneath  a  bridge; 
calling  Eloi !  Eloi !  (pronounced  £16he !)  in  a 
plaintive  tone  of  incantation.  The  females  of 
Cairo  are  often  seen,  in  the  public  streets,  ridbg 
upon  asses  and  upon  mules :  they  sit  in  the  mas- 
culine attitude,  like  the  women  of  Naples  and 
other  parts  of  Italy.  Their  dress  consists  of  a  hood, 
and  cloak,  extending  to  the  feet,  with  a  stripe 
of  white  calico  in  front,  concealing  the  face  and 
breast,  but  having  two  small  holes  for  the  eyes* 
In  this  disguise,  if  any  man  were  to  m6et  his  own 
wife,  or  his  sister,  he  would  not  be  able  to  re- 
cognise her,  unless  she  were  to  speak  to  him ; 
and  this  is  seldom  done,  because  the  suspicious 
Moslems,  observing  such  an  intercourse,  might 
suppose  an  intrigue  to  be  going  on  ;  in  which 
case  they  would  put  one,  if  not  both  of  them, 
to  death. 

On  the  5th  we  set  sail  for  JafT^l,  which  is 
distant  but  half  a  day's  journey.  Her  Majesty 
purposed  going  thence,  by  land  to  Jerusalem; 
but,  as  we  were  unprovided  with  passports,  the 
Bey  refused  to  let  more  than  five  persons  proceed. 

This  information  spread  consternation  through- 
out the  suite,  as  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
choose  five  out  of  twenty-six ;  and  besides,  that 
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each  individual  of  the  suite  was  naturally  anxious 
to  go  to  Jerusalem ;  it  was  the  great  object  of 
the  journey,  and  the  hope  of  it  alone  had  enabled 
us  to  support  our  fatigues  with  resignation  and 
patience.  It  was  hard  thus  to  find  our  expectation 
deceived,  at  the  very  moment  in  which  we  de- 
pended on  its  being  realized.  Her  Majesty, 
however,  ever  decisive  in  her  resolves,  imme- 
diately formed  her  determination,  without  ex- 
plaining it  to  any  one  ;  she  promptly  gave  orders 
to  the  captain  to  set  sail  that  same  evening  for 
St.  Jean  d'Acre,  where  we  arrived  on  the  6th. 
Her  Majesty  proceeded  in  person  to  the  governor, 
and  urged  him  to  grant  permission  to  the  whole 
of  the  suite  to  travel  to  Palestine.  He  at  first 
started  many  difliculties.  These  were,  however, 
gradually  overcome  by  the  sight  of  some  rich 
presents  exhibited  to  him,  which  operated  on  his 
avarice — a  vice  so  powerful  among  his  fraternity, 
that  they  seem  unable  to  do  other  than  yield, 
to  it,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  favour. 
Thus,  to  travel  amongst  the  Turks,  it  is  not  only 
necessary  to  be  well  provided  with  money,  but 
also  to  be  liberal  of  it ;  and  it  is  only  by  its 
means,  or  with  presents,  that  what  is  desired  can 
be  obtained  from  them.  The  governor,  not  wish- 
ing that  the  real  motive  which  tempted  him  to 
deviate  from  his  duty  should  be  known,  informed 
Her  Majesty,  through  the  medium  of  his  inter- 
preter, that  as  he  had  received  great  obligations 
from,  and  felt  that  gratitude  was  due  to  the 
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Snglisli,  for  the  services  rendered  to  the  city, 
he  was  resolved,  at  alt  hazards,  to  grant  this 
indulgence  to  their  sovereign :  he  was  even  gene- 
rons  in  return,  fbr  he  made  Her  Majesty  a  present 
ofiive  linen  tents,  a  zetique,  sin^ilar  to  those  used 
in  Sicily,  and  as  many  horses  as  were  necessary 
for  the  journey  ;  also  an  escort  of  officers  of  the 
guard,  guides  to  conduct  us,  and  camels  to  trans* 
port  our  baggage. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  we  commenced  our  pilgrimage  to  the 
Holy  Land,  the  retinue  presenting  the  appear- 
ance  of  a  little  army — for  our  number  exceeded 
two  hundred  persons.  We  were  compelled  to  travel 
during  the  night,  on  account  of  the  excessive  heat 
of  the  day.  The  first  night  of  the  journey  we  were 
terrified  with  a  view  of  the  horrible  and  almost 
impracticable  paths  which  we  bad  to  traverse;  they 
were  every  where  choked  with  rocks,  brambles 
and  thorns,  and  were  so  confined,  that  we  were 
every  moment  in  danger  of  being  thrown  down : 
add  to  this,  that  our  fear  was  not  likely  to  be 
diminished  by  the  total  absence  of  every  kind  of 
habitation.  We  were  also  aware  that  the  desert 
was  infested  by  robbers  and  banditti :  against 
these,  however,  our  escort  a  little  re-assnred  us; 
especially  as  the  governor,  fearing  the  power 
of  the  Princess,  to  whom  he  gave  the  title  of 
Queen  of  England,  had  taken  every  precaution 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  insult  being  offered 
to  ker^  justly  apprehending)  that  if  it  were  other- 
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wisC)  he  should  be  the  first  to  feel  its  effects. 
Private  individuals,  without  power  or  protection, 
travelling  through  this  countiy,  would  certainly 
be  exposed  to  great  danger,  and  probably  would 
not  quit  it  with  life  :  indeed  it  is  very  rarely  that 
Europeans  are  seen  in  the  country.  Many  who 
have  meditated  this  journey,  have  renounced  it 
on  a  nearer  view  of  the  dangers  to  which  they 
would  constantly  be  exposed.  Her  Majesty  how- 
ever, true  to  her  praiseworthy  purpose,  a|id~  dis- 
coui*aged  by  no  difficulties,  surmounted  all,  and 
effected  the  objects  of  her  great  enterprise  with- 
out delay  or  embarrassment. 

After  the  arduous  journey  of  the  first  night,  we 
arrived,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  a  plain, 
where  we  halted  for  the  day,  pitched  our  tents, 
and  set  out  our  mattresses  on  the  ground.  It*  was, 
however,  found  utterly  Impossible  to  obtain  any 
repose ;  the  burning  sun  penetrated  the  tents  in 
spite  of  the  extreme  thickness  of  the  linen  ;  and 
a  number  of  venomous  insects  assailed  us  from 
beneath  our  tents,  and  stung  us  with  such  violence, 
that  we  were  swoln  all  over.  To  remedy  this 
inconvenience,  we  were  advised  to  anoint  our- 
8elv^  with  the  juice  of  the  bitter  citron  ;  which 
succeeded  admirably-  The  earth  beneath  our 
feet  was  glowing,  and  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
even  a  tolerable  coolness  in  any  situation ;  the 
plain  was  perfectly  dried  up,  and  covered  with 
arid  rocks ;  not  a  single  tree,  or  plant,  meeting 
the  eye ;  whilst  a  burning  thirst  devoured  us, 
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without  water  to  quench  it ;  it  was  with  difficulty 
we  found  enough  to  make  a  little  soup,  and  even 
that  proved  of  bad  quality.  We  had  wine,  but 
its  high  temperature  rendered  it  useless  to  allay 
thirst.  Happily,  however,  from  time  to  time  some 
gourds  were  found  ;  the  interior  of  which  affords 
a  considerable  quantity  of  an  insipid  juice.  These 
therefore  formed  our  chief  nourishment,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  cucumbers,  and  some  dates, 
so  withered,  that  elsewhere  they  would  not  have 
been  touched.  In  the  torment  of  excessive  thirst, 
in  such  situations,  all  nourishment  which  is  not 
liquid,  excites  the  utmost  abhorrence ;  for  it  is 
much  easier  to  abstain  from  eating  than  drinking. 
At  length,  after  a  ten'ific  day,  spent  under  these 
circumstances,  our  caravan  set  foi-ward  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening  :  the  roads  never  appeared 
so  bad  to  us  as  that  night ;  exceedingly  narrow ; 
up  hill  and  down ;  at  times  filled  with  stones  and 
brambles,  so  interwoven,  that  the  feet  of  the  horses 
became  entangled  in  them,  and  they  had  mnch 
difficulty  in  extricating  themselves.  Many  of 
our  conductors  fell  from  their  camels^  overcome 
by  weariness  and  sleep.  Her  Majesty,  who  rode 
generally  on  an  ass,  was  so  much  exhausted  with 
fatigue  that  it  became  necessary  to  have  an  at- 
tendant constantly  walking  beside  her,  to  support 
her  in  her  seat. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

Her  Majesty's  Progress  to  Nazareth.  —  Arrival 
there. —  Objects  of  interest.  —  Fountain  oj  the 
Virgin  Mary. — Entertainment  of  Her  Majesty. 
— Convent  of  Franciscans : — Extraordinary  Su- 
perstitions of  the  Inhabitants  respecting  it.-^Holy 
Relics — Stone  on  which  Christ  sat  with  the  Dis- 
ciples after  the  Resurrection.  —  Her  Majesty 
leaves  Nazareth  for  a  Tour  of  Galilee. — Pro- 
ceeds to  Galilee  and  the  Lake  of  Gennesareth. — 
yiUage  of  Cana. — Fountain  of  the  Water  con- 
verted into  Wine  at  the  Marriage  Feast. — Field 
in  which  the  Disciples  plucked  the  Ears  of  Com 
on  the  Sabbath. — The  Spot  on  which  Christ  fed 
the  Multitude. — Grand  Scenery  of  the  Lake  of 
Gennesareth. — Toivn  of  Tiberias. — One  of  the 
earliest  Christian  Churches  supposed  to  have  been 
built  by  Peter. 

Our  paths,  for  roads  they  may  not  be  called^ 
lay  during  this  night  principally  ascending,  until 
we  entered  a  narrow  defile  between  tlie  hills. 
This,  suddenly  opening  towards  our  right,  pre- 
sented us  with  a  view  of  the  small  town,  or  village 
of  Nazareth,  situate  upon  the  side  of  a  barren 
rocky  elevation,  facing  the  east,  and  commanding 
a  long  valley.  This  place  appears  to  suffer  much 
from  tyrannical  government.  Its  inhabitants,  un- 
able to  sustain  the  burdens  imposed  upon  them, 
contuittally  emigrate  to  other  territories.    The 
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town  was  in  the  most  wretched  state  of  indigence 
and  misery ;  the  soil  around  might  bid  defiance 
to  agriculture  ;  and  to  the  prospect  of  starvation 
were  frequently  added  the  horrors  of  the  plague. 
In  the   valley  appeared  one  of  those  fountains 
which,  from  time   immemorial,    have   been  the 
halting-place  of  caravans,    and  sometimes  the 
scene  of  contention  and  bloodshed.     The  women 
of  Nazareth  were  passing  to  and  from  the  town, 
with  pitchers  upon  their  heads.     We  stopped  to 
view  the  ^roup  of  camels,   with  their  drivers, 
who  were  there  reposing ;  and,  calling  to  mind 
the  manners  of  the  most  remote  ages^  we  renewed 
the  solicitations  of  Abraham's  servant  unto  Re- 
becca, by  the  well  of  Nahor.  In  the  writings  of 
early  pilgrims  and  travellei's,  this  spring  is  deno- 
minated "The  fountain  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ;''  and 
certainly,  if  there  be  a  spot,  throughout  the  Holy 
Land,  that  was  undoubtedly  honoured  by  her 
presence,  we  may  consider  this  to  have  been  the 
place  ;  because  the  situation  of  a  copious  spring 
is  not  liable  to  change  ;  and  because  the  custom 
.of  repairing  thither  to  draw  water  has  been  con- 
tinued, among  the  female  inhabitants  of  Nazareth, 
from  the  earliest  period  of  its  history. 

After  leaving  this  fountain,  we  ascended  to  the 
town,  and  were  conducted  to  the  house  of  the 
principal  Christian  inhabitant  of  Nazareth,  where, 
in  the  midst  of  poverty,  was  more  sumptuous  fare 
than  is  often .  found  in  wealthier  cities  ;  the  con- 
vent had  largely  contributed ;  but  we  had  reason 
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to  fear,  that  many  poor  families  had  been  pinched 
to  supply  our  board.  All  we  could  do,  therefore, 
as  it  was  brought  with  cheerfulness,  was  to  re- 
ceive it  thankfully ;  and  Her  Majesty  took  especial 
care  that  those  from  whom  we  obtained  it,  should 
not  go  unrewarded. 

.  Scarcely  had  we  reached  the  apartment  pre- 
pared for  our  reception,  when,  looking  from  the 
window  into  the  court-yard  belonging  jto  the 
house,  we  beheld  two  women  grinding  at  the  mill, 
in  a  manner  most  forcibly  illustrating  the  saying 
of  our  Saviour  before  alluded  to.  They  were  pre- 
paring flour  to  make  our  bread,  as  it  is  always 
customary  in  the  country  when  strangers  arrive. 
The  Uso  women,  seated  upon  the  ground,  opposite 
to  each  other,  held  between  them  two  round  flat 
stones,  such  as  are  seen  in  Lapland,  and  such  as 
in  Scotland  are  called  querns. 

The  convent  of  Nazareth,  situate  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  village,  contains  about  fourteen  Friars, 
of  the  Franciscan  order.  Its  church,  (erected, 
as  they  relate,  over  the  cave  in  which  the  Virgin 
Mary  is  supposed  to  have  resided)  is  a  handsome 
edifice;  but  it  is  degraded,  as  a  sanctuary,  by 
absurdities  too  contemptible  for  notice,  if  the 
description  of  them  did  not  offer  an  instructive 
lesson,  by  shewing  the  abject  state  to  which  the 
human  mind  may  be  reduced  by  superstition. 
Persons  infected  with  the  plague  seek  a  mira- 
culous cure,  by  rubbing  their  bodies  , with  the 
hangings  of  the  sanctuaiy,  and  thus  communicate 
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infection  to  the  whole  town;  because,  all  who 
enter,  salute  these  hangings  with  theii  lips.  Many 
of  those  unhappy  patients  believed  themselves 
to  be  secure,  from  the  moment  when  they  were 
brought  within  the  walls  of  this  building,  although 
in  the  last  stage  of  the  disorder.  As  we  passed 
towards  the  church,  one  of  the  Friars  pointed  to 
some  invalids  who  had  recently  exhibited  marks 
of  the  infection :  these  men  were  then  sitting 
upon  the  bare  earth,  in  cells,  around  the  court- 
yard of  the  convent,  waiting  for  a  miraculous 
recovery. 

Having  entered  the  church,    the  Friars  put 
burning  wax  tapers  into  our  hands  ;  and,  charg- 
ing us  on  no  account  to  touch  any  thing,  led 
the  way,  muttering  their  prayers.  We  descended, 
by  a  flight  of  steps,  into  the  cave  before  men- 
tioned;  entering,    by   means    of  a  small   door, 
behind  an  altar  laden  with  pictures,  wax-candles, 
and  all  sorts   of  superstitious  trumpery.     They 
pointed  out  to  us,  what  they  called  the  kitchen 
and  the  fire-place  of  the  Virgin  Mary.     As  all 
these  sanctified  places,  in  the  Holy  Land,  contain 
some  supposed  miracle  for  exhibition,  the  Monks 
of  Nazareth  have  taken  care  not  to  be  without 
their  share  in  supernatural  ri^rities ;  accordingly, 
the  first  things  they  shew  to  strangei-s  who  de- 
scend into  this  cave,  are  two  stone  pillars  in  the 
front  of  it ;  one  of  which,  separated  from  its  base, 
is  said  to  sustain  its  capital  and  a  part  of  its  shaft 
miraculously  in  the  air,  whereas  the  fact  is,  that 
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the  capital  iind  a  piece  of  the  shaft  have  been 
fastened  on  to  the  roof  of  the  cave ;  and  so  clum- 
sily is  the  rest  of  the  hocus  pocus  contrived,  that 
vi\\at  is  shewn  for  the  lower  fragment  of  the  same 
pillar  resting  upon  tlie  earth,  is  not  of  the  same 
substance,  the  shaft  being  of  granite,  the  lower 
portion  of  marble  !  The  reputation  of  the  broken 
pillar  for  healing  every  kind  of  disease  prevails 
all  over  Galilee. 

It  is  from  extravagancies  of  this  kind,  through- 
out this  country,  that  devout,  but  weak  men, 
unable  to  discriminate  between  mummery  and 
simple  truth,  have  considered  the  whole  series 
of  evidence  to  be  found  there  as  a  tissue  of 
imposture,  and  have  left  the  Holy  Land  worse 
Christians  than  they  were  when  they  arrived. 

One  celebrated  relic  presented  in  Nazareth 
particularly  deserves  mention.  This  is  a  large 
stone,  on  which  they  affirm  that  Christ  sat  with 
his  disciples,  both  before  and  after  his  resur- 
rection, A  chapel  is  built  over  it;  and  upon 
the  walls  of  this  building  several  copies  of  a 
printed  certificate,  asserting  its  title  to  reverence, 
are  affixed.  There  is  no  object  in  all  Nazareth 
so  much  the  resort  of  Pilgrims  as  this  stone, — 
Greeks,  Catholics,  Arabs,  and  even  Turks;  the 
two  former  classes  on  account  of  the  seven  years 
indulgence  granted  to  those  who  visit  it ;  the 
two  latter,  because  they  believe  that  some  vir- 
tue must  reside  within  a  stone  before  which  all 
comers  are  socager  to  prostrate  themselves.. 
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In  the  evening,  we  visite-l  the  environs ;  and, 
v^alking  to  the  brow  of  a  hill  above  the  town, 
were  gratified  by  an  interesting  prospect  of  the 
long  valley  of  Nazareth,  and  some  hills,  between 
which  a  road  leads  to  the  neighbouring  plain 
of  Esdraelon,  and  to  Jerusalem.  Some  of  the 
Arabs  came  to  converse  with  us.  We  were  sur- 
prised to  hear  them  speak  Italian  :  they  said  they 
had  been  early  instructed  in  this  language  by  the 
Friai's  of  the  convent.  Their  conversation  was 
full  of  complaints  against  the  rapacious' tyranny 
of  their  governors. 

After  a  sleepless  night,  rising  more  fatigued 
than  when  we  retired  to  rest,  and  deeming  a' toil- 
some journey  preferable  to  the  suffering  state  we 
had  endured,  we  left  Nazareth  at  an  early  hour. 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  Jerusalem,  (our  intention 
being  to  complete  the  tour  of  Galilee,  and  to  visit 
the  lake  of  Gennesareth,)  we  returned  by  the  way 
we  came,  until  we  had  quitted  the  valley,  and 
ascended  the  hills  to  the  north  of  the  town.  We 
then  descended,  in  the  same  northerly  direction, 
or  rather  north-east,  into  some  fine  valleys,  more 
cultivated  than  any  land  we  had  yet  seen  in  this 
country,  surrounded  by  rocky  hills  destitute  of 
trees.  After  thus  riding  for  an  hour,  we  passed 
the  village  of  Rani,  leaving  it  upon  our  left,  and 
came  in  view  of  the  small  village  of  Can  a,  situate 
on  a  gentle  eminence,  in  the  midst  of  one  of  |^these 
valleys.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  we 
entered  the  village,  is  a  spring  of  delicious  limpid 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


REMARKABLE  SPRINGS  613 

water,  close  to  the  road,  whence  all  the  water  is 
taken  for  the  supply  of  the  village.  Pilgrims  of 
course  halt  at  this  spring,  as  the  source  of  the 
water  which  our  Saviour,  by  his  first  miracle, 
converted  into  wine.  At  such  places  it  is  usual  to 
meet  either  shepherds  reposing  with  their  flocks, 
or  caravans,  halting  to  drink.  A  few  olive-trees 
being  near  to  the  spot,  travellers  alight,  spread 
their  carpets  beneath  these  trees,  and,  having 
filled  their  pipes,  generally  smoke  tobacco,  and 
take  some  coffee ;  always  preferring  repose  in 
these  places,  to  the  accommodations  which  are 
offered  in  the  villages.  Such  has  been  the  custom 
of  the  country  from  time  immemorial. 

We  entered  Cana,  and  halted  at  a  small  Greek 
chapel,  in  the  court  of  which  we  all  rested,  while 
our  breakfast  was  spread  upon  the  ground.  This 
grateful  meal  consisted  of  about  a  bushel  of 
cucumbers  ;  some  white  mulberries,  a  very  insipid 
fruit,  gathered  from  the  trees  reared  to  feed  silk- 
worms; hot  cakes  of  unleavened  bread,  fried  in 
honey  and  butter;  and,  as  usual,  plenty  of  fowls. 
We  were  afterwards  conducted  into  the  chapel, 
in  order  to  see  the  relics  and  sacred  vestments 
there  preserved.  When  the  poor  priest  exhibited 
these,  he  wept  over  them  with  much  apparent 
sincerity,  and  lamented  the  indignities  to  which 
the  holy  places  were  exposed  in  affecting  terms. 
Such  were  the  tears  which  formerly  excited  the 
sympathy,  and  reused  the  valour  of  the  crusaders. 
The  ruins  of  a  church  are  shewn  in  this  place. 
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which  is  said  to  have  been  erected  over  the  spot 
where  the  marriage-feast  of  Cana  was  celebrated. 
About  three  miles  beyond  Cana^  we  passed  the 
village  of  Tiiraii.  Near  to  this  place  they  pretend 
to  shew  the  field  where  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  plucked  the  ears  of  corn  upon  the  sabbath- 
day.  The  Italian  Catholics  gather  the  bearded 
wheat,  which  is  annually  growing  there,  as  a  part 
of  the  collection  of  relics  to  be  conveyed  to  their 
own  country. 

Small  plantations  of  olives  afforded  us  occa- 
sional temporary  shelter :  without  which  the  heat 
was  greater  than  we  could  have  endured.  Having 
rested  an  hour,  taking  coffee,  as  usual,  with  the 
Arabs  of  our  party,  we  continued  our  journey. 
The  earth  was  covered  with  thistles  in  such 
numerous  variety,  that  a  complete  collection  of 
them  would  be  an  interesting  acquisition  for  the 
botanist.  A  plants  which  we  mistook  for  the 
Jerusalepi  artichoke,  was  seen  eveiy  where,  with 
a  purple  head,  rising  to  the  height  of  five  or  six 
feet.  The  scorching  rays  of  the  sun  put  it  out 
of  our  power  to  collect  specimens  of  all  these ; 
no  one  of  the  party  having  sufficient  resolution 
to  descend  from  his  horse,  and  abandon  his  um- 
brella, even  for  an  instant.  As  we  advanced,  our 
journey  led  us  through  an  open  campaign  country, 
until,  upon  our  right,  the  guides  shewed  to  us  the 
Mount  where  it  is  believed  that  Christ  preached 
to  his  disciples  that  memorable  sermon,  in  which 
are  concentrated  the  sum  and  substance  of  every 
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Christian  virtue.  We  left  our  route  to  visit  this 
elevated  spot:  and  ha\ing  attained  the  highest 
point  of  it,  a  view  was  presented,  which,  for  its 
grandeur,  independently  of  the  interest  excited 
by  the  different  objects  contained  in  it,  has  nothing 
to  equal  it  in  the  Holy  Land. 

From  this  situation  we  perceived  that  the  plain, 
over  which  we  had  been  so  long  riding,  was  itself 
very  elevated.  Far  beneath  appeared  other  plains, 
one  lower  than  the  other,  in  a  regular  gradation, 
reaching  eastward,  as  far  as  the  surface  of  the 
Sea  of  Tiberias,  or  Sea  of  Galilee.    This  immense 
lake,  almost  equal,  in  the  grandeur  of  its  appear- 
ance, to  that  of  Geneva,  spreads  its  waters  over 
all  the  lower  territory,  extending  from  the  north- 
east towards  the  south-west.     Its  eastern  shores 
exhibit  a  sublime  scene  of  mountains  towards  the 
north  and  south,  and  they  seem  to  close  it  in  at 
either  extremity  ;  both  towards  Chorazin,  where 
the  Jordan  enters,  and  the  country  through  which 
this  river  flows  to  the  Dead  Sea.     The  cultivated 
plains  reaching  to  its  borders,  which  we  beheld 
at  an  amazing  depth  below  our  view,  resembled, 
by  the  various  lines  their  different  produce  pre- 
sented, the  motley  pattern  of  a  vast  carpet.    Tlie 
exceeding  fertility  of  this  part  of  the  Holy  Land 
is  noticed  by  all  travellers,  and  all  authors,  who 
have  mentioned  this  country.     Josephus  speaks 
of  the  extraordinary  aptitude,  both  of  the  climate 
and  soil,  towards  the  production  of  all  kinds  of 
fruit  and  vegetables ;  so  that  plants,  requiring 
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elsewhere   a  difference   of  temperature,   thrive 
here,  says  he,  as  if  the  seasons  were  in  a  com- 
petition which  should  contribute  most.     Figs  and 
grapes  continue  in  season  during  ten  months  out 
of  the  twelve,  and  other  fruit  throughout  the 
whole  year.    To  the  north  appeared  snowy  sum- 
mits, towering  beyond  a  series  of  intervening 
mountains,  with  unspeakable  greatness.  We  con- 
sidered them  as  the  summits  of  Mount  Lebanon : 
but  the  Arabs  belonging  to  our  caravan  called 
the  principal   eminence  Jebel  el  Sich,    saying  it 
was  near  to  Damascus ;  probably,  therefore,  a 
part  of  the  chain  of  Libanus.     This  summit  was 
so  lofty,  that  the  snow  entirely  covered  the  upper 
part  of  it :  not  lying  in  patches,  as  during  summer, 
upon  the  tops  of  some  very  elevated  mountains, 
(for  instance,  upon  that  of  Ben  Nevis  in  Scotland) 
but  investing  all  the  higher  part  with  that  perfect 
white  and  smooth  velvet-like  appearance  which 
snow   only   exhibits   when    it   is  very  deep ;  a 
striking   spectacle  in  such  a  climate,  where  the 
beholder,  seeking  protection  from  a  burning  sun, 
almost  believes  the  firmament  to  be  on  fire.    Tl*e 
elevated  plains  upon  the  mountainous  territory 
beyond  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake  are 
still  called  by  a  name,  in  Arabic,  which  signifies 
"  the  Wilderness."  To  this  wilderness  it  was  that 
John,  the  praicursor  of  the  Messiah,  retired,  and 
also  Jesus  himself,  in  their  earl iest'-y ears.     To  the 
south-west,  at  the  distance  only  of  twelve  miles, 
we  beheld  Mount  Thabor,  having  a  conical  foriDi 
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and  standing  quite  insular,  upon  the  northern 
side  of  the  wide  plains  of  Esdraelon. 

By  a  steep,  devious,  and  difficult  tracks  fol- 
lowing our  horses  on  foot,  we  descended  from 
this  place  to  the  village  of  Hatti,  situate  at  one 
extremity  of  the  cultivated  plain  we  had  surveyed 
from  the  heights.  Here,  when  we  had  collected 
the  stragglers  of  our  party  into  a  large  planta- 
tion of  lime  and  lemon-trees,  we  were  regaled  by 
the  Arabs  with  all  their  countiy  afforded.  Having 
spread  mats  for  us  beneath  the  trees,  they  came 
and  seated  themselves  amongst  us,  gazing,  with 
very  natural  surprise,  at  their  strange  guests. 
Some  of  the  Arabs  were  Druses.  These  are 
much  esteemed  in  the  countries  bordering  the 
seat  of  their  government,  for  their  great  probity, 
and  a  mildness  of  disposition,^  which,  in  Syria,  is 
proverbially  attributed  to  the  members  of  their 
community.  It  is  said  that  they  will  neither  eat 
nor  drink,  except  of  food  which  they  have  ob- 
tained by  their  own  labour,  or,  as  the  Arabs 
literally  expressed  it,  "  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow.'' 

As  we  rode  from  this  village  towards  the  Sea 
of  Tiberias,  the  guides  pointed  to  a  sloping  spot 
from  the  heights  upon  our  rights  whence  we  had 
descended,  as  the  place  where  the  miracle  was 
accomplished  by  which  our  Saviour  fed  the  mul- 
titude :  it  is  therefore  called  the  Multiplication 
of  Bread.  This  part  of  the  Holy  Land  is  full  of 
Wild  animals.  Antelopes  are  very  numerous  :  we 
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had  the  pleasure  to  see  these  beautifal  quadru- 
peds in  their  natural  state,  feeding  among  the 
thistles  and  tall   herbage  of  these  plains,  and 
bounding  before  us  occasionally,  when  we  dis- 
turbed them.    The  Arabs  frequently  take  them, 
in  the  chase/    The  lake  now  continued  in  view 
upon  our  left.     The  wind  rendered  its  surface 
rough,  and  called  to  mind  the  situation  of  our 
Saviour's  disciples,   when,  in  one  of  the  small 
^  vessels  which  traverse  these  waters,  they  were 
tossed  in  a  storm,  and  S9,w  Jesus,  in  the  fourth 
watch  of  the  night,  walking  to  them  upon  the 
waves.     Often  as  this  subject  has  been  painted, 
which  combines  a  number  of  circumstances  fa- 
vourable to  a  sublime  representation,  no  artist 
has  been  aware  of  the  uncommon  grandeur  of  the 
scenery,    memorable  for  the  transaction.     The 
lake  of  Gennesareth  is  surrounded  by  objects 
well  calculated  to  heighten  the  solemn  impres- 
sion made  by  such  a  picture  ;  and,  independently 
of  the  local  feelings  likely  to  be  excited  in  its 
contemplation,  it  affords  one  of  the  most  striking 
prospects  in  the  Holy  Land.     It  is  by  comparison 
alone  that  any  due  conception  of  its  appearance 
can  be  communicated  to  the  minds  of  those  who 
have  not  seen  it :  speaking  of  it  comparatively, 
it  may   be  described  as  longer  and   finer  than 
any  of  our  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  lakes, 
although  it  be  perhaps  inferior  to  Loch  Lomond 
in  Scotland. 

As  we  entered  the  gate  of  the  town,  the  Turkish 
guards  were  playing  at  cbei»9.    They  conducted 
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US  to  the  residence  of  the  Governor,  having 
made  as  rapid  a  disposition  as  possible  of  our 
baggage,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  night  in 
a  large  room  of  the  castle,  which  reminded  us 
of  ancient  apartments  in  old  castellated  buildings 
yet  remaining  in  England. 

Proceeding  towards  the  shore,  we  saw  a  very 
ancient  church,  of  an  oblong  square  form,  to 
which  we  descended  by  steps,  as  into  the  church 
of  St.  Sophia  at  Constantinople,  j^and  some  other 
early  Christian  sanctuaries,  where  the  entrance 
resembles  that  of  a  cellar,  daylight  being  rarely 
admitted.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this 
was  the  first  place  of  Christian  worship  erected 
in  Tiberias,  and  that  it  was  constructed  as  early 
as  the  fourth  century.  The  roof  is  of  stone,  and 
it  is  vaulted.  We  could  discover  no  inscription, 
nor  any  other  clue  to  its  origin.  The  priest,  whom 
vre  found  officiating,  was  ignorant,  by  whom,  for 
^hom,  or  when,  it  was  erected;  saying  only, 
that  it  was  called  The  house  of  Peter,  and  under 
this  name  it  is  mentioned  by  former  travellers. 

The  town  of  Tiberias  is  situate  close  to  the 
edge  of  the  lake.  It  is  fortified  by  walls,  but  it 
has  no  artillery ;  and  like  all  Turkish  citadels,  it 
makes  a  great  figure  from  without,  exhibiting  at 
the  same  time  the  utmost  wretchedness  within. 
Its  castle  stands  upon  a  rising  ground  in  the  north 
part  of  it.  No  antiquities  now  remain,  except 
the  building  just  described,  and  the  celebrated 
hot  baths  of  Emmaus,  about  a  mile  to  the  south 
of  the  town. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Violent  and  oppressive  Heat  of  the  Climate.— 
Picture  of  Arab  Manners.  —  Remarkable  At- 
tachment of  the  Arabs  to  their  Horses. — Arrival 
at  an  antique  Castle  of  strength.  —  Scene  of 
Feudal  Magnificence.  —  Military  Grandeur. — 
Napolese.  —  Its  rich  and  varied  Prospects. — 
Gardens  and  Gi^oves. — Her  Majesty  proceeds 
to  Jerusalem. — Ramla.—Her  Majesty's  Recep- 
tion at  a  Convent. — An  oriental  Sun-rise. 

All  the  pleasure  of  travelling,  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  in  the  Holy  Land,  is  done  away  by  the 
excessive  heat  of  the  sun,  A  traveller,  .wearied 
and  spiritless,  is  often  more  subdued  at  the  be- 
ginning than  at  the  end  of  his  day's  journey. 
Many  rare  plants  and  curious  minerals  invite  his 
notice,  as  he  passes  slowly  along,  with  depressed 
looks  fixed  upon  the  ground  ;  but  these  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  obtain.  It  appears  to  him  to 
be  an  act  of  unjustifiable  cruelty  to  ask  a  servant, 
or  even  one  of  the  attending  Arabs,  to  descend 
from  his  horse,  for  the  pui*pose,of  collecting  either 
the  one  or  the  other.  All  nature  seems  to  droop ; 
almost  every  animal ^eeks  for  shade^  which  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  find.  But  the  chamseleon, 
the  lizard,  the  serpent,  and  all  sorts  of  beetles, 
basking,  even  at  noon,  upon  rocks  and  in  sandy 
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places,  exposed  to  the  most  scorching  rays,  seem 
to  rejoice  in  the  greatest  heat,  in  which  it  is 
possible  to  exist.  This  is  also  the  case  in  Egypt, 
iwrhere  no  desert  is  so  solitary  but  reptiles  and 
insects  may  be  observed;  proving  that  the  ostrich 
and  other  birds  found  there,  are  by  no  means,  as 
some  writers  have  maintained,  at  a  loss  for  food. 
It  is  more  probable  that  the  desert  offers  to 
them  nourishment  they  could  not  easily  procure 
elsewhere. 

A  brief  account  of  the  manners  and  disposition 
of  the  Arabs  is  both  interesting  and  needful  to  the 
clear  conception  of  our  situation  and  difficulties 
in  these  joumies.  Their  effects  and  wealth  consist 
generally  of  cattle.  The  Emirs  and  Sheiks  of  the 
Arabs  have  gold-  and  silver ;  but,  like  the  Lap- 
landers, they  bury  it  in   the  earth;  thus  it  is 
frequently  lost,  because  the  owner  dies  without 
acquainting  his  successor  where  he  has  concealed 
his  treasure.     Corn  is  extremely  cheap   among 
the  Arabs.     They  pasture  their  cattle  upon  the 
spontaneous  produce    of  the  rich  plains,   with 
which  the  country  abounds.  Their  camels  require 
but  little  nourishment,  existing  for  the  most  part 
upon  small  balls  of  meal,  or  the  kernels  of  dates. 
The  true  Arab  is  always  an  inhabitant  of  the 
desert^  a  name  given  to  any  solitude,  whether 
barren  or  fertile.  Hence  the  appellation  bestowed 
upon  them,  of  Bedawi  or  Bedouins;  for  this  ap- 
pellation signifies  nothing  more  than  inhabitants 
of  the  desert.    Their  usual  weapons  consist  of 
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a  lance,  a  pogniaixl,  an  iron  mace,  a  battle^xe, 
and  sometimes  a  match-lock  gun«  The  moveables 
of  a  whole  family  seldom  exceed  a  cameFs  load. 
They  reside  always  in  tents,  in  the  open  plara, 
or  upon  the  mountains.  The  covering  of  their 
tents  is  made  of  goats'  hair,  woven  by  their 
women.  Their  mode  of  life  very  much  resembles 
that  of  the  gipsies  in  England ;  men,  women, 
children,  and  cattle,  all  lodging  together.  In 
their  disposition,  although  naturally  grave  and 
sedate,  they  are  very  amiable  ;  considering  hos- 
pitality as  a  religious  duty,  and  always  acting 
with  kindness  to  their  slaves  and  inferiors.  TTiere 
is  a  dignity  in  their  manner  which  is  very  striking ; 
and  this  perhaps  is  owing  to  their  serious  deport- 
ment, aided  by  the  imposing  aspect  of  their 
beards.  Selfishness,  the  vice  of  civilized  nations, 
seldom  degrades  an  Arab ;  and  the  politeness  he 
practises  is  well  worthy  of  imitation.  Drunken- 
ness and  gaming,  the  genuine  offspring  of  selfish- 
ness, are  unknown  among  them.  If  a  stranger 
enters  one  of  their  tents,  they  all  rise,  give  him 
the  place  of  honour,  and  never  sit  until  their  giiest 
is  accommodated.  They  cannot  endure  seeing 
a  person  spit,  because  it  is  deemed  a  mark  of 
contempt ;  for  the  ^me  reason  it  is  an  offence  to 
blow  the  nose  in  theii-  presence.  They  detest 
the  Turks,  because  they  consider  them  as  usurpers 
of  their  country.  The  curious  superstition  of 
dreading  the  injurious  consequences  of  a  look, 
from  an  evil  or  an  envious  eye,  is  not  peculiar 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ARABIAN  HORSES.  623 

to  the  Arabs.  The  Turks,  and  many  other  nations, 
particularly  the  Irish,  the  Hi^^hlanders  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  people  of  Cornwall,  entertain  the 
same  notion.  But  the  Arabs  even  extend  it  to 
their  cattle,  whom  they  believ^  liable  to  this 
fascination.  To  relate  all  that  may  be  said  con- 
cerning their  other  customs,  particularly  the. 
delight  they  take  in  horsemanship,  and  the  esti- 
mation in  which  high  bred  horses  are  held  among 
them,  would  be  only  to  repeat  what  has  been 
related  in  a  most  admirable  manner  by  a  celebrat- 
ed traveller,  but  which  would  swell  our  pages  be- 
yond the  proper  bounds.  The  remarkable  address 
of  an  Arab  to  his  mare,  as  delivered  in  his  own 
presence,  we  cannot  omit;  and  this,  more  eloquent 
than  whole  pages  of  descriptive  information,  pre- 
sents us  with  a  striking  picture  of  Arabian  man- 
ners. "  Ibrahim,"  says  he,  ''  went  frequently  to 
Rama  to  enquire  news  of  that  mare  which  he  dearly 
loved.  I  have  many  a  time  had  the  pleasure  to 
^ee  him  weep  with  tenderness  the  while  he  was 
ussing  and  caressing  her.  He  would  embrace 
ler ;  would  wipe  her  eyes  with  his  handkerchief; 
would  rub  her  with  his  shirt  sleeves ;  would  give 
ler  a  thousand  benedictions,  during  whole  hours 
hat  he  would  remain  talking  to  her.  '  My  eyes,' 
vould  he  say  to  her,  ^  my  soul,  my  heart,  must  I  be 
o  unfortunate  as  to  have  tliee  sold  to  so  many 
oasters,  and  not  to  keep  thee  myself  1 1  am  poor^ 
fiy  Antelope  !  Thou  knowest  it  well,  my  darling  1 
brought  thee  up  in  my  dwelling,  as  my  chikl  j 
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I  did  never  beat  nor  chide  thee ;  I  caressed  thee 
in  the  fondest  manner.  God  preserve  thee,  my 
beloved !  Thou  art  beautiful !  Thou  art  sweet ! 
Thou  art  lovely !  God  defend  thee  from  envious 
eyes ! 

At  six  we  arrived  at  a  small  village,  where  we 
passed  the  'night.  The  setting  sun  gave  to  it 
a  beautiful  appearance,  as  we  drew  nigh  to  the 
place.  Here  again  we  observed,  as  a  fence  for 
gardens,  the  Cactus  Ficus  Indicus,  growing  to 
such  enormous  size,  that  the  stem  of  each  plaot 
was  larger  than  a  man's  body.  The  wood  of  it 
is  fibrous,  and  unfit  for  any  other  use  than  as 
fuel.  The  wounds  which  its  almost  imperceptible 
thorns  inflict  upon  those  who  venture  too  near  it, 
are  terrible  in  this  climate ;  they  are  even  dan* 
gerous  to  Europeans.  Its  gaudy  blossoms  nuide 
a  most  splendid  show,  in  the  midst  of  the  weapons 
that  surrounded  them. 

The  hill  on  which  the  castle  is  situate,  rises 
upon  the  south  side  of,  the  valley,  bounded  by 
other  hills  on  every  side ;  being  about  two  miles 
in  breadth,  and  five  in  length.  This  fortress  held 
out  against  Djezzar,  when  he  was  Pasha  of 
Damascus,  and  compelled  him  to  raise  the  siege 
after  two  months.  Having  ascended  to  the  castle, 
we  were  admitted  within  the  gate,  beneath  a 
vaulted  passage,  quite  dark,  from  its  tortnoos 
length  and  many  windings.  In  the  time  of  tlie 
crusades,  it  must  have  been  impregnable  ;  yet  is 
there  no  account  of  it  in  any  author ;  and  certaiolT 
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it  is  not  of  later  construction  than  the  period  of  the 
holy  wars.  The  Governor  received  us  into  a  large 
vaulted  chamber,  resembling  what  is  called  the 
Keep,  in  some  of  om*  old  Norman  castles;  which  it 
so  much  resembled,  that  if  we  consider  the  part 
acted  by  the  Normans  in  those  wars,  it  is  possible 
that  this  building  may  have  owed  its  origin  to 
them.  A  number  of  weapons,  such  as  guns,  pistols, 
sabres,  and  pogniards,  hung  round  the  walls. 
Suspended  with  these,  were  the  saddles,  gilded 
stirrups,  and  rich  housings,  belonging  to  the  lord 
of  the  citadel.  Upon  the  floor  were  couched  his 
grey-hounds,  and  his  hawkers  stood  w&iting  in 
the  yard  before  the  door  of  the  apartment;  so 
that  eveiy  thing  contributed  to  excite  ideas  of 
other  times,  and  a  scene  of  former  ages  seemed 
to  be  realized  before  our  eyes.  The  figure  of 
the  Governor  himself  was  not  the  least  interesting 
part  of  the  living  picture.  He  had  a  long  red 
beard,  and  wore  a  dress  as  distinguished  by  feudal 
magnificence  and  military  grandeur  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  imagine.  He  received  us  with  the  U8U4l 
hospitality  of  his  countrymen,  dismissed  theeacort 
which  had  accompanied  us  from  Acre,  seemed 
proud  of  placing  us  under  the  protection  of  his 
peculiar  soldiers,  and  allowed  us  a  guai'd,  ap- 
pointed from  his  own  troops,  to  ensure  our  safety 
as  far  as  Napolose.*  We  had  some  conversation 
with  him  upon  the  disordered  state  of  the  country, 
particularly  of  Galilee.  He  said,  that  the  rebel 
Arabs  were  in  grfeat  number  upon  all  the  hills 
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near  the  plain  of  Esdraelon  ;  that  they  were  ac- 
tuated, at  this  critical  juncture,  by  the  direst 
motives  of  revenge  and  despair,  for  the  losses 
they  had  sustained  in  consequenceof  the  ravages 
committed  by  Djezzar  s  army ;  but  that  he  be- 
lieved we  should  not  meet  with  any  molestation 
in  our  journey  to  Jerusalem. 

After  leaving  this  place,  our  road  was  devious 
and  very  uneven,  over  a  mountainous  tract  of 
country,  until  we  came  in  sight  of  Neapolis. 
The  view  of  this  place  much  surprised  us,  as  we 
had  not  expected  to  find  a  city  of  such  magnitude 
in  the  road  to  Jerusalem.  It  seems  to  be  the 
metropolis  of  a  very  rich  and  extensive  country, 
abounding  with  provisions,  and  all  the  necessary 
articles  of  life,  in  much  greater  profusion  than 
the  town  of  Acre.  White  bread  was  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  streets,  of  a  quality  superior  to  any 
that  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  through  the  Levant. 
The  Governor  received  and  regaled  us  with  all 
the  magnificence  of  an  eastern  sovereign.  Re- 
freshments, of  every  kind  known  in  the  country, 
were  set  before  us ;  and  when  we  supposed  the, 
list  to  be  exhausted,  to  our  very  great  astonish- 
ment a  most  sumptuous  dinner  was  brought  in. 
It  was  served  in  trays,  which  were  placed'  upon 
the  floor  of  the  divan ;  and  there  being  no  such 
articles  of  furniture  as  chairs,  or  even  stools,  we 
were  forced  to  eat  it  after  the  manner  of  the 
ancients,  by  lying  down  in  a  reclining  posture, 
the  Governor   himself  setting   us  the  example. 
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Nothing  seemed  to  gratify  our  host  more,  fhan 
that  any  of  his  guests  should  eat  heartily  :  and, 
to  do  him  justice,  every  individual  of  the  party 
ought  to  have  possessed  the  appetite  of  ten 
hungry  pilgrims,  to  satisfy  his  wishes  in  this 
respect.  These  traits  of  national  character  power- 
fully illtistrate  the  extraordinary  hospitality  of 
the  country. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  Holy  Land  finer  than 
the  view  of  Napolose,  from  the  heights  around  it. 
As  the  traveller  descends  towards  it  from  the  hills, 
it  appears  luxuriantly  embosomed  in  the  most  * 
delightful  and  fragrant  bowers ;  half  concealed 
by  rich  gardens,  and  by  stately  trees  collected 
into  groves,  all  around  the  bold  and  beautiful 
valley  in  which  it  stands.  Trade  seems  to  flourish 
among  its  inhabitants.  Their  principal  employ- 
ment is  in  making  soap ;  but  the  manufactures  of 
the  town  supply  a  very  widely  extended  neigh- 
bourhood, and  they  are  carried  to  a  great  distance 
upon  camels.  In  the  morning  after  our  arrival, 
we  met  caravans  coming  from  Grand  Cairo  ;  and 
noticed  others  reposing  in  the  large  olive  planta- 
tions near  the  gates. 

We  left  Napolose  one  hour  after  midnight, 
that  we  might  reach  Jerusalem  early  in  the  same 
day.  We  were  however  much  deceived  con- 
cerning the  distance.  ^  Our  guides  represented 
the  journey  as  a  short  excursion  of  five  hours  : 
it  proved  to  be  a  most  fatiguing  pilgrimage  of 
eighteen.   The  road  was  mountainous,  rocky,  and 
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full  of  loose  stones :  yet  the  cultivation  was  ever  j 
ivliere  astonishing,  and  affording  a  most  striking 
picture  of  human  industry.  The  rocks  and  stony 
valleys  of  Judsea  were  entirely  covered  with  plan- 
tations of  figs,  vines,  and  olive-trees ;  not  a  single 
spot  is  neglected.    The  hills^  from  their  bases  to 
their  summit's,  are  overspread  with  gardens :  all 
of  which  are  free  from  weeds,  and  in  the  highestr 
state  of  cultivation.    Even  the  sides  of  the  most 
barren  mountains  are  rendered  fertile,  by  being 
divided  into  terraces,  like  steps  fising  one  above 
another,  upon  which  soil   is  accumulated  with 
astonishing  labour.   Among  the  standing  crops^ 
we  noticed  cotton  and  tobacco,  millet,  and  in 
some  places  small  fields  of  barley.  A  sight  of  ths^ 
territory  can  alone  convey  any  adequate  idea  of 
its  surprising  produce :  in  the  words  of  a  learned 
traveller  who  travei*sed  the  same  tract  of  country, 
it  is  truly  the  Eden  of  the  East,  rejoicing  in  the 
abundance  of  its  wealth.     Under  a  wise  and  be- 
neficent government,   the  produce  of  the  Holy 
Land  would  exceed  all  calculation.  Its  perennial 
harvest;   the     salubrity  of   its    air;   its  limpid 
springs;  its  rivers,  lakes,  and  matchless  plains;, 
its  hills  and  vales;  —  all  these,  added  to  the 
.    serenity  of  its  climate,  prove  this  land  to  be  in- 
deed "  a  field  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed  :  God 
hath  given  it  of  the  dew  of  heaven,  and. the  fat- 
ness of  the  earth,  and  plenty  of  corn  and  wine." 

We  now  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Ramlik  and 
thence  to  Jerusalem. 
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Ranila  is  coiistdered  one  of  the  best  halting 
places  for  travellers  to  Jerusalem.  Tlie  country 
is  open  and  well  cultivated,  and  the  land  exces- 
sively rich  and  fertile:  the  peasantry,  strong 
healthy  looking  men,  generally  dress  in  a  loose 
white  frock  and  turban :  they  wear  their  beards, 
and  have  a  dark  complexion ;  a  leathern  girdle, 
about  four  inches  broad,  confines  their  frock  at 
the  waist,  and  contains  a  long  Albanian  knife. 
They  were  uniformly  courteous,  and  willingly 
replied  to  any  questions. 

There  are  three  villages  on  the  road  to  Ramla, 
which  are  not  poorer  in  their  appearance  than 
many  we  had  seen  in  Sicily  and  the  south  of 
Italy :  near  them  more  pains  had  been  taken 
with  the  cultivation.  The  chief  trees  were  olive. 
Various  villages  appeared  in  the  chain  of  moun- 
tains to  the  east  and  north,  behind  which  are 
those  where  Jerusalem  is  situated.  The  road  to 
Ramla  might  be  passed  in  a  carriage,  and  runs 
through  ground  of  gentle  ascent  and  descent. 
The  town  is  beautifully  situated :  its  minarets 
surmount  the  domes  of  the  houses,  and  are  inter- 
mixed with  palm  and  cypress:  the  surrounding 
verdure,  broken  ground,  a  ruined  mosque,  said  to 
be  built  in  honour  of  a  relation  of  Mahomet,  com- 
bined with  a  large  plantation  of  olives^  formed 
a  complete  picture. 

The  convent  to  which  we  repaired  for  shelter 
is  at  the  entrance  of  the  town :  it  is  a  square, 
(lurrounded  by  a  strong  wall,  capable  of  defence, 
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and  intended  for  that  purpose.  The  cotistaiil 
alarm  in  which  its  inhabitants  live  renders  it 
necessary  to  be  ready  for  any  sadden  attack. 
On  arriving  at  the  gateway,  and  before  it  w^ 
opened,  we  were  reconnoitred  from  the  top  of 
the  walls  by  one  of  the  monks,  and  then  admitted. 
There  were  at  present  only  two  Capuchins,  and 
two  Syrian  Christians,  as  servants,  inhabiting  it. 
We  were  welcomed,  and  shown  a  comfortaHf 
cell.  They  prepared  an  excellent  supper;  a«l 
we  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  a  cleanly  meal.  T1)e 
monks  were  both  Spaniards;  respectable  men, 
but  considered  the  Inquisition  necessary,  and 
the  policy  indispensable  of  keeping  the  comimA 
people  in  igtiorance.  After  our  refreshment  we, 
retired  to  the  terrace  of  the  convent,  which,  be- 
sides overlooking  two  or  three  small  orange 
gardens  within  the  walls,  commanded  a  fine 
prospect  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  even- 
ing was  delightful ;  not  a  breath  of  air,  and  the 
moon  was  at  its  full. 

The  chain  of  mountains  that  extended  to  the 
east  were  clearly  discerned ;  fires  and  lights  were 
scattered  in  the  different  villages.  The  mosqnea 
of  Ramla  were  illuminated,  on  account  of  the 
Ramazan;  nothing  broke  the  sile&ce  of  the  place> 
but  the  hoarse  voice  of  the  Imams,  which  callei 
the  faithful  Mahometans  to  prayers.  I  could  nofc; 
but  carry  my  thoughts  to  past  times :  many  ^ 
the  deeds  related  of  Samson  wert  perform^*' 
within  sight  of  the  place  where  I  ^ood.    It  was 
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I  between  Lydda  and  Itamla  that  his  prowess  was 
I  display  ed^  in  the  slaughter  of  the  Philistines; 
md  the  present  Ramla  seems  to  be  a  corruption 
of  Ramath  Lehi,  the  name  he  gave  to  the  place 
of  his  yictory.  The  plains  of  the  Philistines  lay 
at  the  foot  6f  the  mountains  of  Inda ;  and  I  could 
easily  picture  to  myself  the  universal  destruction 
of  the  com,  vineyards,  and  olive-trees,  which  his 
ire-brands  scattered  amongst  them;  where  no 
kedge  nor  deep  ravine  opposed  the  extension  of 
the  flames. 

On  the  following  day  we  set  out  for  Jerusalem, 
with  the  same  equipage  as  on  the  preceding  day, 
two  hours  after  midnight;  after  partaking  of 
toffee  prepared  by  one  of  the  monks,  and  being 
imply  provided  with  refreshments  for  the  journey. 
Hie  road  lay,  at  first,  through  a  lane  of  Indian 
ig-trees ;  when  we  came  to  a  plain,  and  descended 
gently  into  an  open  country,  where  we  were  fre- 
^ently  met  by  peasants  and  droves  of  camels. 
We  enjoyed  the  light  of  a  bright  moon  for  some 
time,  which  was  succeeded  by  a  fine  twilight ; 
and,  as  the  last  star  disappeared,  the  sun  burst 
brth  in  full  splendour,  attended  by  all  the  richest 
Imes  for  which  an  oriental  sun-rise  is  celebrated. 
RTe  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  chain  of  mountains 
a  about  two  hours,  which  began  at  the  village 
if  Latroun,  round  which  were  some  ruined  walls, 
iere  the  sides  of  the  valleys  were  cultivated, 
dEter  which  the  road  generally  lay  through  a 
btcket  of  hi^h  brush-wood  of  an  aromatic  smell, 
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and  the  sides  of  the  valleys  were  of  sandy  rock, 
with  horizontal  strata.  We  had  entered  the  Babel* 
Wad,  the  first  pass  of  the  mountains,  and  arrived, 
in  three  hours,  at  the  village  called  Carriat-el- 
Aneb,  betteir  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Jeremiah, 
where  is  the  ruin  of  a  handsome  Christian  church, 
now  converted  into  a  stable. 

The  cultivation  from  this  valley  was  generally 
vine,  planted  in  terraces  formed  on  the  sides  by 
walls  made  of  loose  stones,  or  by  the  natnrai 
strata,  of  the  soil.  Some  of  the  valleys  weie 
crowned  with  towers,  one  of  which  was  called 
that  of  Tubal. 

We  passed  the  village  of  Kelaun,  where  the 
peasantry  welcomed  our  appearance  with  much 
cordiality.  The  umbrellas  of  the  party  became, 
an  object  of  great' curiosity  to  them  ;  and  many 
of  us  were  obliged,  in  spite  of  the  plague  having 
begun  to  shew  itself  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
to  let  them  pass  through  their  hands.  My  reward 
was  to  hear,  that  "the  Franks  were  certainly 
very  ingenious."  The  w^omen  did  not  conceal  their 
faces  ;  and  many  of  them  had  very  good  features. 
Here  was  a  bridge  over  a  water-course,  that  left 
signs  of  swelling  considerably  in  the  rainy  season. 

From  hence  there  was  little  or  no  cultivatioB, 
though  remains  of  it  might  be  seen  on  the  odes 
of  the  mountains ;  these  became  frightfully  barren, 
extending  far  and  wide,  and  seemed  to  shnt  oat 
Jerusalem  from  the  rest  of  the  worl&. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

First  View  of  the  City  of  Jerusalem — It's  extraor-- 
dlnary  e^ct — Reception  of  the  Cavalcade  by  the 
Turhish  Authorities—Genei^al  View  of  the  City — 
A  Turkish  Palace — The  supposed  Site  of  the 
Judgement-hall  in  which  Christ  was  condemned — 
TAe  Holy  Sepulchre — Remains  of  the  Church  in 
which  the  Body  of  Christ  was  anointed — A  Co- 
lumn  of  Granite  said  to  belong  to  the  Palace  of 
Pontius  Pilate — Mount  Calvary — An  Excursion 
to  Bethlehem — Star  of  Bethlehem — Site  of  the 
Holy  Manger. 

ifr  E  were  now  on  the  direct  route  to  Jerusalem, 
and  within  a  short  distance  of  it.  Wc  now  moved 
at  an  easy  rate^  and  after  a  halt  for  refreshment, 
our  cavalcade  was  again  in  motion,  and  at  an 
early  hour  we  proceeded  on  our  route.  No  sen- 
sation of  fatigue  could  counterbalance  the  eager- 
ness which  animated  all  our  party,  in  the  ap- 
proach to  Jerusalem ;  every  individual  pressed 
foi*ward,  hoping  first  to  announce  the  joyful  in- 
telligence of  its  appearance.  We  passed  some 
insignificant  ruins,  either  of  ancient  buildings  or 
of  modern  villages ;  but  had  they  been  of  more 
importance,  they  would  have  excited  little  notice 
At  the  time,  so  earnestly  bent  was  every  mind 
towards  the  main  object  of  interest  and  curiosity. 
At  length,  after  about  two  hours  had  been  passed 
In  this  state  of  anxiety  and  suspense,  ascending  a 
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liill  towards  the  south,  a  Greek  in  the  van  of  tbe| 
party,  suddenly  exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  joy 
admiration,  "  Hagiopolis !"  and  instantly  throw 
ing  himself  from  his  horse,  was  seen  upon  hisl 
knees,  bare-headed,  facing  the  prospect  he  sitr- 
veyed,  and  in  a  moment  the  sight  burst  upoB  Q&j 
all.    The  first  effect  produced  was  that  of  silem 
throughout  the  whole  company.     Many  of 
party,  by  an  irresistible  impulse,  took  off 
hats  in  an  involuntary  manner,  as  if  enterk^i 
place  of  worship.  The  Greeks  and  Catholics 
torrents  of  tears ;  and  beginning  to  cross  thei 
selves  with  unfeigned  devotion,  requested 
mission  to  take  off  the  covering  from  their  fi 
and  proceed  barefooted  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

We  bad  not  been  prepared  for  the  grandeur  afl 
the  spectacle  which  the  city  alone  exhibited. 
.  Instead  of  the  wretched  and  ruined  place  de- 
scribed by  some  travellers,  as  the  desolated  rem- 
nant of  Jerusalem,  we  beheld,  as  it  were,.aioi]r 
rishing  and  stately  metropolis;  presenting  a 
stately  assemblage  of  domes,  towers,  palaces, 
churches,  and  monasteries ;  the  magnificence  of 
which  glittering  in  the  sun's  rays  is  inconceivable. 
•As  we  drew  nearer,  our  whole  attention  was 
engrossed  by  its  noble  appearance. 

At  this  place,  a  party  of  Turkish  officers, 
mounted  on  beautiful  horses  sumptuously  capar 
risoned,  came  by  the  governor  s  order,  who  had 
intelligence  of  our  approach,  to  escort  us  into  the 
city.   When  they  arrived,  we  were  all  asseiabled 
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i  upon  an  eminence,  admiring  the  splendid  appear- 
r  ance  of  Jerusalem ;  and  being  impressed  with 
f  other  ideas  than  those  of  a  vain  ostentation,  would 
'  gladly  have  declined  the  parade,  together  with 
the  interruption  caused  by  a  public  en^try.  This 
j  ifas,  however,  said  to  be  unavoidable  ;  it  was  de- 
scribed as  a  necessary  mark  of  respect  due  to  the 
I  protection  under  which  we  tmvelled ;  as  well  as 

inconsequence  to  our  future  safety. 
!  Her  Majesty  being  too  much  fatigued  by  the  jour- 
ney to  wish  to  begin  any  visits  to  the  objects  of 
curiosity,  we  contented  ourselves  with  enjoying 
the  beautiful  prospect  presented  from  the  terraces 
of  the  buildings,  from  which  the  most  interesting 
points  of  Jerusalem  and  its  neighbourhood  are  to 
be  distinguished :  they  are  as  follows.  Within 
the  walls,  the  two  cupolas  of  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  the  church  of  Anne  the  mother 
of  Mary,  both  nearly  underneath  the  convent ; 
beyond,  at  a  short  distance,  stands  the  mosque  of 
Solomon,  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  temple.  The 
tower  and  mosque  of  David  on  the  right,  in  front, 
outside  the  walls,  exactly  facing  the  terrace.  The 
Mount  of  Olives  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
the  valley  of  Siloe,  which  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
Walls.  .  The  quarries,  where  is  the  grotto  of  Je- 
remiah, are  at  the  north-east.  The  mountains,  be- 
yond thie  Dead  Sea,  are  to  the  south  ;  to  the  south- 
east are  the  hills,  concealing  Bethlehem  from, 
the  view.  On  the  north  is  an  olive  wood,  beyond 
which  are  the  tombs  of  the  Judges.    The  view  to 
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the  rear  is  impeded  by  the  buildings  of  the  con^ 
vent,  and  confined  to  a  part  of  the  plain  on  the 
road  to  Jaffa,  outside  the  g-ate  of  Sham. 

The  interest  raised  by  the  scene  before  us  was 
not  easily  lost,  it  being  impossible  to  avoid  having 
the  most  serious  reflections  on  contemplating  it 
Towards  sun-set  the  air  became  surprisingly  cool, 
and  had  the  singular  effect  of  frost  on  the  breath. 
I  was  surprised  at  the  sudden  change,  and  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  terrace;  when,  soon 
after  a  plentiful  dinner,  wine  of  Bethlehem,  re- 
sembling rough  cyder,  was  served  in  our  apart- 
ments ;  at  the  conclusion  of  which,  we  had  a  visit 
from  the  monks. 

We  were  attended  by  the  dragoman  of  the  con- 
vent, on  the  following  morning,  the  SOth,  to  the 
Aga.  His  residence  is  in  that  part  of  the  town 
where  was  said  to  be  the  house  of  Pontius  Pilate, 
The  windows  of  his  divan  looked  to  the  Espla- 
nade, in  which  stood  the  mosque  of  Solomon, 
whence  w^e  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  accu- 
rately this  celebrated  edifice,  previous  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Aga.  The  body  is  an  octagonal  build- 
ing of  beautiful  proportions,  w  ith  a  gently  sloping 
roof,  from  the  centre  of  which  rises  a  circular 
building,  crowned  with  a  dome  covered  with  lead, 
and  surmounted  by  the  crescent.  It  stands  in  an 
open  space  of  ground  enclosed  by  walls,  in  which 
at  distances  are  saracenic  arches,  connected  by 
slight  pillars  ;,  through  these  are  the  entrances, 
by  a  low  flight  of  steps,  from  the  exterior  to  the 
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interior  space,  which  may  be  about  two  hundred 
yards  square.  A  colonnade  of  pillars,  adding^ 
much  to  the  picturesque  appearance  of  the  build-- 
ing,  connects  two  handsome  mosque-like  edifices^ 
to  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  octagon. 

The  exterior  space  is  about  three  hundred  yards^ 
square,  in  which  are  cypress  and  olive-trees.  A 
small  monument,  of  saracenic  architecture,  whose 
history  I  could  not  learn,  stands  on  the  north-west 
comer  of  the  inner  space.  In  each  side  of  the 
octagonal  body  of  the  mosque  are  seven  arched 
windows ;  the  space  between  them  and  the  roof 
is  variegated  in  the  style  of  mosaic.  The  walls 
of  the  city  enclose  the  south  and  east  sides  of  the 
outer  square ;  the  west  and  south  boundaries  of 
the  inner  square,  are  small  quadrangular  house? 
with  arched  roofs,  and  are  joined  to  the  saracenic 
arches  above  mentioned. 

The  visits  of  ceremony  paid  by  Franks  to 
Turkish  chiefs  have  little  variety  :  conversations 
held  through  an  interpreter  are  irksome.  One  i» 
soon  weary  of  the  dulness  of  a  formal  interview. 
The  Aga  listened  to  the  firman  with  great  respect, 
bowed  at  the  commands  of  the  grand  Signor^ 
offered  us  every  assistance  in  his  power,  insisted 
on  our  using  his  horses  whiljst  we  remained  at 
Jerusalem,  gave  us  an  order  to  see  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre ;  and,  on  my  complaining  that  we  had 
been  stopped  at  St.  Jeremiah  by  the  chief  of  the 
village,  who  went  by  the  name  of  Abou  Gosh,  in 
spite  of  my  having  a  firman,  he  promised  that 


Digitized  by  LjOOglC 


U38  '^^  JUDGEMENT  HALL. 

not  only  it  should  not,  happen  on  my  return,  but 
that  he  \rould  have  the  chief  brought  io  Jem- 
salecn  to  make  an  ample  apology. 

The  manners  of  the  Aga,  whose  name  was  Abdel 
Kareem,  had  been  formed  in  the  Seraglio  at  Cor- 
stantinpple,  whence  he  had  been  sent  direct  to 
fais  government  of  Jerusalem.  He  had  all  the 
polish  of  a  court ;  smiled,  bowed,  and  seemed  to 
weigh  his  words  and  conduct,  like  a  well-bred 
courtier.  His  physiognomy  struck  me  as  bein^ 
different  from  other  Turks  I  had  seen,  having  a 
red  beard  and  eyebrows,  with  sandy  complexion. 

Within  the  Ihnits  of  the  Aga's  seraglio  or 
palace,  are  said  to  be  the  place  of  confinement 
and  Judgement-Hall  of  our  Saviour,  the  spot 
where  he  was  scourged,  that  in  which  the  cross 
was  kept  before  it  was  used  fo^  the  crucifiximi^ 
and  where  it  was  left  by  the  Empress  Helena 
after  she  found  it  on  Mount  Calvary. 

On  the  road  from  the  palace  to  the  chnrch  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  the  dragoman  pointed  to 
three  impressions  in  the  rocky  part  of  the  ground, 
which  he  said  were  the  marks  of  our  Saviour's 
knees  when  he  fell  with  the  cross. 

As  the  porters  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  who  are 
Imams  appointed  from  Constantinople,  were  not 
to  be  found,  we  visited  the  ruined  church  of 
St.  Anne,  said  to  be  built  on  the  spot  where  the 
mother  of  the  Virgin  Mary  lived,  and  where  the 
latter  was  born ;  close  to  it  is  the  shell  of  three 
Safacenic  windows,   part  of  a  church  built  ia 
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memory  of  the  spot  were  Anne  and  Mary  wept  at 
the  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour.  From  this  we  went 
to  the  castle  built  on  Mount  Sion,  near  which  is 
the  mosque  of  David,  whose  tomb  is  supposed  to 
be  there,  the  veneration  for  which  is  equal  to  that 
for  the  mosque  of  Solomon ;  and  no  christian  » 
allowed  to  visit  either. 

We  founds  on  our  return  to  the  church  of  the 
Sepulchre,  that  we  had  still  to  wait  for  the  arri- 
val of  one  of  the  three  porters,  and  the  presence 
of  all  three  was  required  before  the  gates  could 
be  opened. 

The  form  of  the  body  of  the  church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre  is  circular,  over  which  is  a  heavy  cu- 
pola. In  the  body  of  the  church  are  entrances 
to  the  three  chapels  of  the  Greeks,  Armenians^ 
and  Latins,  and  to  the  cells  of  the  monks  who  are 
kept  there  for  the  service  of  the  church.  The 
chapels  are  fitted  up  in  the  style  of  the  sect  to 
which  they  belong  ;  the  Greeks  and  Armenians 
with  pictures,  the  Latins  with  images.  In  the 
centre  rises  an  oblong  building  of  wood,  of  twenty 
feet  in  length  by  ten  in  breadth,  in  which  is  a 
cupola,  open  at  the  top.  One  half  of  this  con- 
tains the  Sepulchre  of  our  Saviour,  the  other  is 
fitted  up  for  the  chapel  of  the  Copts.  A  small 
space  enclosed  by  low  railings  surrounds  the  en- 
trance to  the  Sepulchre.  I  confess,  I  had  been 
prepared  to  see  something  like  a  tomb,  and  was 
rather  disappointed,  on  entering,  to  find  myself 
in  a  mean  chapel,  where  the  altar,  of  plain  white 
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jnarble,  occupied  a  space  of  six  feet  in  length, 
two  in  breadth,  and  in  depth  about  two  feet  and 
a  half,  leaving  only  room  in  front  of  it  to  kneel. 
It  covers,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  place^ 
the  tomb  of  our  Saviour,  of  whom  a  miserable^ 
picture  is  hung  on  the  tapestry  over  the  altar ; 
this  is  lighted  by  forty-five  silver  lamps,  sus- 
pended in  six  rows  from  the  cupola.  I  followed 
the  example  of  my  guide,  in  kisaing  the  altar^ 
kneeling,  and  bowing  my  head  over  it. 

From  the  sepulchre  we  were  led  to  a  flat  stone, 
of  six  feet  in  length  and  three  in  breadth,  form- 
ing part  of  the  pavement  of  the  body  of  the 
church,  where  our  Saviour's  body  was  anointed 
after  it  was  taken  from  the  cross :  near  which 
were  the  tombs  of  Godfrey  and  Baldwin,  two  of 
the  sovereigns  of  Jerusalem  during  the  cl-usades: 
they  are  now  enclosed  and  concealed  from  view 
within  the  wall ;  their  existence  and  appearance 
not  being  interesting  to  the  Armenians,  who  new- 
modelled  the  church,  as  will  hereafter  be  ex- 
plained. 

The  attempt  to  bring  every  thing  connected  with 
the  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour  under  the  same 
roof  surprised  me.  In  one  part  of  the  church  is 
an  elevated  piece  of  rock,  enclosed  in  a  sort  of 
chapel,  in  which  the  crucifixion  took  place  :  three 
small  square  pieces  of  marble,  in  the  centre  of 
each  of  which  is  a  hole,  mark  the  spot  where 
the  crosses  of  our  Saviour  and  the  malefactors 
were  fixed;  and  in  another,  close  to  this,  is  a 
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chapel,  dedicated  to  the  place  where  the  cere- 
mony of  nailing  to  the  cross  was  performed: 
underneath  is  an  excavation,  where  St.  Helena 
found  the  cross ;  and  a  little  farther  off  is  the 
tomb  of  Nicodemus  the  Jew,  who  is  mentioned  in 
St.  John,  chap.  3 ;  but  by  what  authority  he  is 
buried  here,  I  do  not  know. 

To  complete  the  show,  a  fragment  of  a  granite 
column,  about  two  feet  high,  said  to  be  taken 
from  the  palace  of  Pontius  Pilate,  and  described 
as  the  pillar  to  which  our  Saviour  was  attached 
when  he  was  scourged,  is  placed  in  another 
chapel.  But  I  will  not  tire  the  reader  by  dwelling 
longer  on  the  relics  of  this  church,  which  are 
made  the  objects  of  contention  between  the  dif- 
ferent sects,  and  are  by  turns  possessed,  as  each 
happens  to  have  the  means  of  purchase  from  the 
Turkish  chiefs,  who  of  course  are  anxious  that 
such  contests  should  occur. 

The  exterior  front  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  is 
almost  entirely  closed  up,  not  more  than  sixty 
feet  being  exposed  to  view :  a  sjngle  gateway 
of  Gothic  or  Saracenic  architecture  forms  the 
entrance,  over  which  is  one  window ;  a  paved 
court  in  front,  of  small  dimensions,  separates  it 
from  the  street,  kept  sacred  to  Mussulmen  and 
Christians,  no  Jew  being  allowed  to  pass  the 
church,  which  is  said  to  stand  on  Mount  Calvary. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Slst,  we  were  pro- 
vided with  horses  by  the  Aga ;  and,  attended  by 
some  of  the  dragomans,  and  a  guard  of  Janissaries, 
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set  out  on  aa  dxeurdioa  to  Bethlehem.  We  left 
the  town  by  the  gate  of  tbaA .  nme^  crossed  the 
valley,  supposed  of  JehosbaphaA,  and  ascended 
into  the  plain  southward  of  the  eity,  on  which 
are  several  square  towers  in  nitn^  described  as 
existing  in  the  time  of  the  crusadesv  73ie  road 
then  lay  through  a  ravine,  where  is*  a.  pile  of 
loose  stones :  this  the  chief  dragoman  p<Hsted  out 
to  us  as  the  spot  where  the  star  first  appeared  to 
the  magi,  and  continued  flitting  before  them^ 
,like  an  ignus  fatuus,  till  they  came  to  Bethlefaen^ 
We  proceeded  through  a  rugged  and  bnoken 
country,  in.  which  a  few  wild  olives  grew,  and 
arrived  at  the  convent  of  £Uas,  inhabited  by  two 
or  three  Greek  monks.  A.  tree,  ou  the  ri^t  hasd 
side  of  the  road  opposite  to  the  convent,  is  stilt 
venerated  as  that  under  which  the  Prophet  lay. 
In  proof  is  shewn  an  impression  made  m  the  roek 
by  his  body,  and  miraculousli^  preserved.  Fron 
this,  Bethlehem,  situated  on  the  top  of  a  steep 
hill,  is  fii-st  seen ;  on  the  east  of  which  stands  the 
convent,  built  over  the  birthrpiace  of  our  Savionn 
It  has  the  appearance  of  a  fort,  was  distant  about) 
an  hour^  and  fix>m  Jerusalem  more  than  two  boors. 
As  we  advanced,  I  observed,  in  a  valley,  at 
sonie  distance  on  the  left,  a  small;  stone  building 
in  an  enclosure  of  trees,  which  was  pointed  ont 
to  me  as  the  grotto  where  the  ^epbesds  wefe 
foretold  the  coming  of  the  Messialu  On  our 
arrival  at  the  foot  of  the  hilL  of  Bethlehem^  wc( 
ascended  a  tolerable  road,  by  the  side  a£  wiiidb 
were  gardens  and  vineyards ;  then^  having  passed 
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tbronghithe  nan'owstveets  dfthe  village,  arrived 
at  the  conYeiKt;  vfheve  the  precautions  I  had 
taken  to  avoid  oontact  with  the  inhdbRants,  whose 
village  was  infected  strongly  with  the  plague, 
were  rendered  useless.  A  «rowd  of  peasantry  was 
assembled  to  celebrate  a'roarriage.  At  any  other 
time  it  would  have  been  amusing  to  have  observed 
the  gala  dresses  and  rejoicings  of  the  party : 
I  felt  I  could  now  have  dispensed  with  them. 
The  females  were  chiefly  girls,  dressed  in  a  pro- 
fusion of  coloured  garments,  with  uncovered  faces, 
iliaplaying  great  beauty,  and  features  not  entirely 
Syrian  :  scandal  accounts  for  this  by  the  numerous 
atrangers  who  visit  Bethlehem  duri«g  the  holy 
week.  They  ceased  their  concert  of  voices,  ac- 
companied with  clapping  of  hands  and  quick 
motion  of  their  bodies,  on  my  arrival.  I  was 
kmnediately  surrounded  by  the  men,  and  it  was 
iwrith  difficulty  I  could  prevail  on  them  to  keep 
their  distance.  Several  of  them  addressed  me 
in  Italian.  Their  chief  made  himself  known  to 
«ie,  when  I  requested  his  interference,  which  he 
exerted  in  my  favour.  He  prepared  to  accom- 
pany me  in  a  further  excursion  into  the  country^ 
I  entered  the  convent.  It  was  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed  with  caution,  in  a  place  within  whose  walls 
a  monk  had  died  of  the  plague  only  a  few  days 
before  ;  but  I  found  this  impossible.  The  church, 
forming  part  of  it,  and  containing  the  supposed 
manger,  was  filled  with  people,  and  matted.  I 
was  a  Frank  and  a  stranger,  was  followed  and 
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surrounded.  Having  proceeded  so  far,  it  would 
have  shown  too  much  fear  to  withdraw,  without 
se^eing  the  object  of  my  visit ;  accordingly,  I  con- 
tinued in  the  church,  and  viewed  all  that  it 
contained.  The  most  sacred  spots  are  two  grottos 
under  ground,  fitted  up  as  chapels ;  these  are  so 
damp  that  water  drops  from  the  walls— ^very  un- 
suitable for  the  reception  of  cattle,  much  less  for 
a  woman  in  child-birth.  I  descended  into  them 
by  a  small  flight  of  steps.  They  were  lighted 
with  rich  silver  lamps,  the  offerings  of  France, 
Spain,  Sardinia,  and  Naples ;  one  of  the  grottos 
was  called  the  place  of  birth  of  our  Saviour; 
the  other  that  of  ablution,  where  he  was  taken 
when  born. 

The  church  is  the  joint  property  of  the  Latins,. 
Greeks,  and  Armenians,  who  have  monks  residing' 
in  the  convent  for  its  service.  I  accepted  refresh- 
ments from  the  Latin  priests,  who  were  resigned 
to  their  perilous  state. 

On  leaving  the  convent  we  were  joined  by  the 
chief  of  the  village,  who  informed  us  he  was  a 
Christian,  and  that  three  parts  of  the  inhabitants 
were  Christians,  the  rest  Mahometans ;  and  that 
the  chief  employment  of  the  inhabitants  was  that 
of  making  beads,  rosaries,  crucifixes,  and  relics, 
for  the  pilgrims  and  for  the  different  convents,  who 
exported  great  quantities  to  Europe,  having  first 
consecrated  them  on  the  altar  of  the  sepulchre. 

Having  descended  the  hill  of  Bethlehem  to- 
wards the  south,  and  wound  through  a  long  narrow 
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valley,  barren  and  rocky ;  we  in  two  hours  arrived 
at  the  cisterns  of  Solomon,  supposed  to  be  near  ^ 
the  gardens  of  Rehoboam.  There  were  three, 
one  above  the  other,  in  the  ascent  of  a  barren 
stony  valley  that  crossed  the  one  in  which  we 
were ;  the  first,  nearest  the  entrance  of  the  valley, 
is  the  largest,  and  may  be  about  three  hundred 
feet  long,  and  two  hundred  wide  ;  the  greatest 
depth  at  the  lowest  part  is  about  thirty  feet : 
the  remaining  two  are  smaller;  the  centre  one 
less  than  the  third.  They  are  empty,  and  are 
constructed  with  masonry. 

From  this  place  there  is  an  aqueduct  to  Beth- 
lehem, carrying  water  from  a  fountain  close  to 
the  road :  the  communication  with  Jerusalem, 
which  the  aqueduct  once  had,  is  now  cut  off. 
Hence  we  took  an  eastern  direction  down  an- 
other valley,,  which  afforded  pasture  to  soipe 
cattle ;  in  the  sides  were  caverns,  with  veiy 
small  entrances,  into  which  the  Arabs  retire  when 
overtaken  by  the  hot  winds.  In  an  hour  we  came 
to  a  hamlet  where  there  was  cultivation,  and 
obtained  refreshments  of  grapes  and  fruit,  under 
the  shade  of  a  fig-tree ;  we  then  continued,  by 
a  succession  of  valleys,  to  the  spot  where  the 
angel  appeared  to  the  shepherds  to  announce 
our  Saviour's  birth.  It  was  a  grotto  under  ground, 
to  which  was  a  descent  by  steps;  excessively 
cold ;  containing  an  altar  of  stone,  where  mass 
is  performed  once  during  Easter.  The  enclosure 
in  which  it  is,  consists  of  a  plantation  of  olives. 
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CHAPTER  XLL 

Leave  Bethlehem. — The  Valley  ef  JehosIutphoL— 
The  Field  of  Blood.  —  Ancient  Monuments, — 
Tomb  of  Isaiah.— Bethany.— Place  of  the  As- 
cension.— Venerated  Impressim  of  the.  Feet  of 
Christ.  ~  Tombs  of  Joseph,  James,  Afme,  md 
the  Virgin  Mary. — Army  of  the  Pacha  of  D^ 
mascus. — Particular  Description  of  Jerusalem. 

MN  the  following  EQoming,  bein^  again  fur- 
nished with  horses  by  Uie  Aga,  we  left  the  towft 
by  the  gate  of  Bethlehem,  aod  descended  into 
the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  in  whose  sides  are 
sepulchral  excavations.  We  continued  under  the 
walls  of  the  town,  and  turned  to  the  north  to  eni^ 
the  valley  of  Siloe,  wUose  brook  flows  beneath 
the  modern  walls  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount  of 
Olives. 

The  field  of  blood,  now  called  "  Akel  Forar," 
or,  "  the  fidd  of  jars  or  pottery ;"  the  spot  where 
the  Jews  counselled  against  Christ;  the  well  of 
Kehemiah  ;  and  the  miraculous  impression  of  oar 
Saviours  hands,  shown  on  the  rock,  which  tradi- 
tion ascribes  to  his  fall  when  tlie  multitude  pre^ 
cipitated  him  down  the  valley;  were  here  pointed 
out  to  U3. 

The  ^nqient  paonuments  of  the  district   ai^ 
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highly  worthy  of  attention.  The  first,  at  the 
head  of  the  valley  of  Siloe,  is  said  to  be  the  tomb 
of  Zachariah^  This  is  a  square  building  cut  out 
of  the  rock,  by  which  it  is  surrounded  on  three 
of  its  sides ;  they  are  about  ten  feet  each  :  the 
height  of  the  monument  is  about  fourteen  feet, 
surmounted  by  an  entablature  and  cornice,  in- 
cluded in  the  height  above  named  ;  and  on  which 
is  a  pyramidal  roof,  terminated  by  a  cylindrical 
top  :  at  each  angle  of  the  sides  of  the  tomb  are 
two  Ionic  pilasters,  and,  in  the  centre  of  the 
walls,  two  columns  of  the  same  order.  It  is 
without  any  entrance. 

The  name  of  Isaiah  is  attached  to  a  second 
monument,  of  nearly  the  same  dimensions  and 
architecture,  except  that  the  roof  is  a  cupola 
surmounted  by  a  cube. 

In  the  space  between  the  above  monuments  i^ 
an  excavation  in  the  rock,  having  a  fagade  like 
that  of  the  portico  of  a  Greek  temple,  con* 
sisting  of  two  Ionic  columns  in  the  centre ;  on 
each  side  of  which  are  pilasters  of  the  same  order, 
completing  the  front.  On  entering  are  several 
chambers  excavated  in  the  rock,  communicating 
with  each  other  ;  the  legend  attached  to  them  is, 
that  the  disciples  hid  themselves  here  on  the 
crucifixion  of  our  Saviour. 

Close  to  the  tomb  of  Isaiah  is  the  pediment  of 
another  excavation  above  the  ground;  in  the 
entablature  is  a  wreath  of  foliage  of  great  beauty 
cf  design  and  execution,  in  full  relief.  From  these 
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monuments  of  doubtful '  antiquity  we  passed  se- 
veral others,  whose  Hebrew  inscriptions  proved 
to  whom  they  were  dedicated ;  and  began  to  as- 
cend the  Mount  of  Olives.  At  the  south  end, 
near  its  summit,  stands  the  village  of  Bethany, 
now  called  Aizarree  :  said  still  to  possess  the 
tomb  of  Lazarus.  We  were  conducted  to  a  sub- 
terraneous grotto,  containing  an  altar,  where 
mass  is  sometimes  celebrated,  said  to  be^  the 
place  where  our  Saviour  performed  the  miracle 
of  raising  him  from  the  dead. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Mount  of  Olives  there 
is  a  fine  view  of  part  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  the 
mountains  surrouuding  it. 

Having  passed  the  spot  where  our  Saviour 
mounted  the*  ass  to  enter  Jerusalem,  and  which 
is  still  commemorated  in  the  person  of  the  guar- 
dian or  superior  of  the  Latin  convent  during  the 
ceremonies  of  the  holy  week,  we  arrived  at  the 
place  of  the  ascension.  A  small  mosque  encloses 
the  spot.  It  is  open  to  Christians  and  Turks,  but 
appears  neglected  by  both ;  yet  the  impression 
of  our  Saviour  8  feet,  presei^ed  from  being  pro- 
faned by  the  tread  of  human  feet  by  a  low 
enclosure  of  stone  of  three  or  four  inches  high, 
is  still  kissed  and  reverenced  by  all  pilgrims. 

Having  paid  a  small  sum,  by  way  of  present, 
to  the  Tuik  who  dwelt  near  the  mosque  of  as- 
cension, we  descended  to  the  tombs  of  Joseph, 
James,  Anne,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus. 
These  are  all  contained  in  a  subterraneous  chapel 
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of  tolerable  size  ;  to  this  a  broad  and  numerous 
flight  of  steps  leads,  worthy  of  admiration,  even 
in  more  civilized  countries.  The  tombs  are 
in  recesses  to  the  right  and  left,  large  enough  to 
admit  of  altars,  where  mass  is  celebrated.  The 
altars  are  the  supposed  sarcophagi  of  the  de- 
ceased. The  spot  where  our  Saviour's  passion 
took  place  is  here ;  it  is  a  grotto  fitted  up  as  a 
chapel. 

On  our  return  to  Jerusalem  from  this  excursion, 
when  near  the  walls,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to 
see  the  ceremony  of  the  arrival  of  the  army  of 
the  Pasha  of  Damascus,  on  its  way  to  conduct  the 
Pilgrims  to  Mecca. 

We  were  highly  interested  by  the  variety  of 
costume  and  banners,  by  the  motley  groupes  of 
figures  composing  the  army,  and  by  all  the  bar- 
barous poipp  of  Eastern  manners.  Cavalry  pre- 
ceded music,  consisting  of  pipes,  kettle-drums, 
and  trumpets,  played  by  men  on  horseback,  who 
seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  attempts  at  dis- 
cordance ;  white,  red,  and  green  banners  waved 
before  the  representative  of  the  Pasha  of  Damas- 
cus, whom  business  prevented  from  being  present; 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  chiefly  of  cavalry, 
followed ;  these  discharged  their  firelocks  at 
pleasure,  and  kept  up  an  irregular  fire  on  the 
march.  In  the  cavalry  that  preceded  the  main 
body,  there  was  a  detachment  of  dromedaries,  on 
whose  backs  was  attached  a  small  swivel,  each 
served  by  a  topgee  or  artillery-man,  mounted  by 
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it.  The  singularity  of  snch  an  apparatus  may  be 
easily  imagined.  A  band  of  prisoners,  part  of  the 
capture  mentioned  in  the  preceding  pages,  was 
marched  in  chains  at  th^  head  of  the  procession ; 
during  which  there  was  a  mock  combat  between 
two  men  dressed  as  savages,  naked  to  the  waist, 
and  armed  with  sword  and  shield. 

The  procession  was  met  under  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem  by  the  4ieads  of  the  different  convents, 
who  made  their  obeisances  to  the  chief:  salates 
were  fired  from  the  ramparts  of  the  citadel ;  and 
the  walls  were  crowded  with  spectators.  The 
army  was  encamped  outside  the  walls,  in  front  of 
the  gates  of  Bethlehem  and  Damascus. 

What  has  been  already  said  of  this  remarkable 
and  interesting  city,  in  the  foregoing  narrative, 
is  necessarily  rather  in  the  manner  of  a  journal 
of  Her  Majesty's  journeys  of  observation,  and 
proceedings  during  her  stay  in  it,  than  a  geo- 
graphical and  particular  account  of  its  locality, 
peculiarities,  and  actual  present  condition ;  and 
as  we  were  now  approaching  the  time  of  Her 
Majesty's  departure  on  her  return,  I  shall  make 
a  succinct  statement  of  those  particulars,  and 
then  proceed  to  narrate  our  progress  in  returning 
to  Jaffa,  our  point  of  embarkatioiv-for  Italy. 

Jerusalem,  known  to  the  natives  of  Syria  by 
the  appellation  of  the  Sacred  City,  stands  on  the 
west  side  of  a  valley,  of  which  the  east  is  the 
Mount  of  Olives.  It  contains  within  its  walls 
several  of  the  hills  on  which  the  ancient  city  was 
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supposed  to  have  dtood ;  th6««  are  ^wever  only 
perceptible  by  the  ascent  and  descent  of  ithe 
streets. 

l%e  town,  viewed  from  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
appears  to  lie  on  the  inclined  plain  of  the  side  of 
the  valley  on  which  it  stands,  having  all  its  prin- 
cipal buildings  exposed  to  sight  in  an  oblong  in- 
closure  by  walls-  The  streets  are  narrow,  and 
without  pavement ;  the  houses  are  seen  to  most 
advantage  from  the  hills  about  the  town,  whence 
the  cupolas  give  even  an  air  of  grandeur  to  them. 
The  only  bazar  is  of  mean  appearance  ;  and  there 
appears  to  be  little  commerce,  except  in  relics 
and  rosaries. 

The  population  is  composed  in  its  largest  pro- 
portion of  Mussulmen :  the  greatest  of  one  sect 
are  Jews :  the  rest  are  composed  of  Christians  of 
the  ea^rt,  belonging  either  to  the  Armenian, 
Greek,  Latin,  or  Coptish  sects.  Of  these  the  Ar- 
menians are  the  richest ;  are  said  to  intrigue  most 
with  the  Tuiics ;  and,  from  their  money,  gradually 
i;et  possession  of  the  holy  places  originally  in  the 
hands  of  the  Latin  monks.  They  at  one  time  pro- 
fessed obedience  to  the  Pope,  and  were  therefore 
allowed  to  have  a  chapel  in  the  Holy  Sepulchre ; 
afterwards,  when  they  were  wealthy  enough  to 
set  up  for  themselves,  they  abjured  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  Pope,  and  became  more  violent  against 
the  Latins  than  the  Greeks.  About  four  or  five 
years  before  my  arrival,  the  church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre  was  burnt  down  ;  an  accident  charged 
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by  some  to  the  Armenians,  ^ho  knew  that  none 
of  the  other  sects  had  money  enough  to  rebuild 
it ;  whilst  they,  having  the  command  of  money, 
might  make  what  terms  they  pleased;  and  obtain 
what  portion  of  the  holy  places  they  chose ;  and 
thus,  from  the  visits  of  pilgrims,  have  good  in- 
terest for  their  capital. 

The  Latins  and  Greeks  were  violent  in  their 
antipathy  to  the  Armenians :  in  this  they  were 
united,  but  in  all  other  respects  took  equal  ad- 
vantage of  their  interest  with  the  Turks  to  re- 
press each  other's  influence.  The  church  of  the 
Armenians .  is  said  to  stand  on  the  place  where 
St.  James  was  beheaded.  When  we  visited  it, 
the  monks  were  at  prayers;  their  black  cowls 
and  robes,  and  long  silvery  beards,  had  a  most 
tnelancholy  aspect.  On  the  opposite  side  stood 
the  nuns  of  their  sect ;  they  difl^ered  in  dress  from 
the  monks  by  wearing  white  cowls. 

The  convent  of  Greeks  appeared  not  so  lai^e 
an  establishment  as  that  of  the  Armenians  or 
Latins.  The  reverence  with  which  the  guardian 
was  treated  was  more  abject  than  I  had  ima- 
gined :  my  Greek  servant,  on  entering  the  room 
in  which  he  sat,  prostrated  himself  on  the  ground 
at  the  door,  crawled  on  his  hands  and  knees  to 
the  divan  where  he  sat,  kissed  his  hand,  and  then 
retired  backwards  in  the  same  way. 

The  absolution  given  by  the  Greek  religion  to 
pilgrims,  is  so  ample,  that  no  catalogue  of  sins 
is  without  its  price. 
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The  Jews  have  many  Synagogues,  but  very 
small)  and  more  filthy  than  those  I  have  seen 
in  other  parts  of  the  East.  Althoue^h  they  are 
oppressed  and  treated  with  more  contempt  at 
Jerusalem  than  elsewhere,  they  still  flock  to  it. 
To  sleep  in  Abraham's  bosom  is  the  wish  of  the 
old ;  the  young  visit  it  in  the  hopes  of  the  coming 
of  the  Messiah ;  some  are  content  to  remain,  for 
the  commerce  they  carry  on. 

They  pay  a  heavy  tax  to  the  Turkish  governor 
at  Jerusalem.  The  sums  to  the  Aga  of  Jaffa 
when  they  land,  and  to  the  chief  of  St.  Jeremiah 
for  safe  conduct,  produce  a  large  revenue  to 
both.  The  Jewish  quarter,  as  in  all  Eastern  towns, 
is  separate  from  the  rest.  I  found  men  from  all 
nations,  except  England. 

The  government  of  Jerusalem  rests  in  the  Aga, 
appointed  by  the  Pasha  of  Damascus;  and  a 
mufti,  appointed  by  the  Porte,  who  unites  the  two 
offices  of  cadi  and  chief  of  the  region  in  one. 
The  emoluments  arising  from  his  office  are  so 
great,  that  he  only  remains  a  year,  when  he  is 
succeeded  by  another.  The  convents  contribute 
largely  to  the  support  of  these  offices.  Besides 
the  sums  advanced  to  the  Aga,  and  Mufti,  the 
convents  are  obliged  to  make  the  Pasha  of  Da- 
mascus an  annual  present,  on  the  arrival  of  his 
army,  on  its  way  to  Mecca.  The  amount  de- 
pends on  his  pleasure,  and  is  announced  on  the 
first  visit  of  ceremony  paid  by  the  treasurer,  on 
his  arrival. 
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CHAPTER  XLIL 

Description  of  Jerusalem  continued. — Mahometan 
Superstitions. — Mosques. "^^ingular  Abhtion  of 
the  Holy  Temple  by  Saladin.—The  Wails  ^ 
Jerusalem.'-^Present  depopulated  state  of  the 
City.  —  Sepulchres  of  the  Kings.  —  Bazars. — 
Trade. — Christian  Females. — Climate  of  Jeru-^ 
salem. — lis  Manufactures. 

XhE  streets  of  Jerusalem  are  crooked  and 
badly  paved ;  and  the  houses,  which  are  for  the 
greater  part  built  of  free-stone,  are  indebted  in 
general  for  a  scanty  portion  of  light  to  a  small 
door  and  one  or  two  windows  provided  with 
wooden  lattices.  In  a  few  paltry  shops,  olives, 
fruits  brought  from  -Damascus,  rice,  com,  and  a 
scanty  supply  of  dried  leguminous  plants^  are 
sold  :  while  groups  of  Arabs,  dying  with  hunger, 
eagerly  survey  these  stores,  the  Turkish  dealer 
smokes  his  pipe  with  indifference,  as  if  utteriy 
regardless  of  his  profits. 

The  convent  of  the  reverend  fathers,  mission- 
aries of  the  Holy  Land,  being  situated  in  the  most 
elevated  part  of  the  city,  we  had  to  descend,  by 
a  flight  of  steep  steps,  into  the  decayed  vaults  of 
Souq  el-Nassara,  to  reach  the  site  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre.  The  fagade  of  this  monument  is  a 
mixture  of  the  moresque  and  gothic  styles  of  ar- 
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chitectttre :  a  square  tower,  deprived  of  its  stee- 
ples, and  levelled  to  the  height  of  the  church,  has 
been  thus  mutilated  since  the  epoch  when  the 
Turks  regained  the  possession  of  Jerusalem.  It 
was  on  a  festival ;  the  doors  were  thrown  open ; 
and  pilgrims  thronged  either  to  enter  or  pass  out. 
Turks,  in  t^he  interim,  squatted  on  a  divan,  mer- 
cilessly exacted  the  entrance-tribute  :  the  ear 
was  deafened  by  importunate  cries,  and  blows 
were  struck ;  while  the  crowd  mingled  with  the 
processions  as  they  crossed  each  other:  the 
ensemble  presented  a  tumultuous  and  afBicting 
spectacle. 

The  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  has  been 
already  described ;  the  plan  of  the  edifice  is  so 
irregular,  that  it  requires  a  considerable  time  to 
know  the  distribution  of  the  parts. 

The  cupola,  built  of  stone  cemented  with  stucco, 
and  open  like  that  of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome,  is 
supported  by  six  pilasters,  each  separated  by  an 
arcade,  which  forms  a  circular  gallery,  divided 
between  the  different  communions  admitted  into 
this  basilick. 

The  Holy  Sepulchre  itself  is  a  low  marble  altar, 
seven  feet  in  length,  and  two  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
enclosed  in  a  small  square  chapel  built  of  marble, 
lighted  by  rich  and  magnificent  lamps,  and  en- 
tirely covered  by  hangings  of  velvet.  A  paint- 
ing within,  above  the  sacred  stone,  represents  the 
triumph  of  Christ  over  death.  It  is  impossible 
not  to  feel  a  profound  emotion,  not  to  be  im- 
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pressed  with  a  religious  awe,  on  seeing  this  hum- 
ble tomb,  the  possession  of  which  has  given  rise 
to  more  disputes  than  that  of  the  finest  earthly 
thrones;  of  this  tomb  the  power  of  which  has 
survived  empires,  which  had  been  so  often  be- 
dewed with  the  tears  of  repentance  and  of  hope, 
and  from  which  the  most  ardent  supplications 
daily  ascend  to  heaven.  In  this  mysterious  tabei^ 
nacle,  before  this  altar  of  perfumes,  to  which  our 
attention  has  been  directed  from  our  earliest  in- 
fancy, wo  feel  an  irresistible  influence — an  over- 
powering delight.  This  is  the  land  promised  by 
the  prophets,  and  guarded  by  angels,  to  which 
the  tiara  of  Constantine,  and  the  brilliant  helmet 
of  Tancred,  did  homage. 

We  quitted  the  chapel,  and  spent  an  hour  io 
visiting  the  different  stations,  which  the  Italian 
monks  who  accompanied  me  explained.  By  seve- 
ral lateral  naves,  beneath  lofty  vaults  supported 
by  columns  of  an  order  of  architecture  unknown 
to  the  moderns,  we  proceeded,  sometimes  amid 
the  glare  of  thousands  of  lamps,  and  at  others 
feebly  aided  by  the  uncertain  light  let  in  by  small 
glazed  windows.  "  Here,"  said  my  conductors, 
"  Christ  was  scourged ;    here,"  proceeding  on- 
ward, "  his  head  was  invested  with  the  crown  of 
thorns ;"  and,  still  farther,  "  here  lots  were  drawn 
for  his  garments."     Having  ascended  by  a  flight 
of  steps  winding  spirally  round  an  enormous  pil- 
lar, we  entered  another  church,  on  the  pavement 
of  which  they  imprinted  kisses :  it  was  Golgotha* 
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A  monk,  who  was  still  busied  ia  recitiDg  his 
prayers,  pointed  to  a  gate  through  which  the  cleft 
in  the  rock  where  our  Saviour's  cross  was  fixed 
was  to  be  seen.  ^^  Here,"  said  he,  ^'  is  the  place 
where  opprobrium  and  sorrow  aided  death  to  con- 
summate  the  triumph  ot  sin.  Here  was  committed 
the  crime  which  dismayed  the  heavens,  scared  the 
sepulchres,  and  shook  the  remotest  foundations  of 
the  earth." 

Christians  of  Coptos,  of  Yemen,  and  of  Abys- 
sinia, were  there  seen  prostrated  at  the  side 
of  the  pilgrim  of  Tobolsk,  of  Novogorod,  or  of 
Teiis. 

In  quitting  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  following 
the  route  of  Mount  Calvary,  pilgrims  repair  to 
what  is  called  the  palace  of  Pilate  :  this  is  a  large 
fabric,  sunnounted  by  a  tower,  and  evidently 
bears,  in  its  detail,  the  character  of  saracenic 
architecture*  We  were  permitted  to  ascend  to 
a  high  terrace,  where  we  descried  the  immense 
space  formerly  occupied  by  the  temple  of  Solo- 
mon :  on  its  site  are  two  mosques,  distinguished 
by  the  Arabs  by  the  names  of  el-Harem  el-Mo- 
gaddes,  and  Djami  el-Hadrar. 

The  Turks  believe  that  Mahomet  descended 
from  heaven  to  bless  these  mosques ;  and  that  he 
visited  Jerusalem,  mounted  on  his  mace,  el-Boraq, 
which  is  an  angel  with  the  body  of  a  winged 
horse,  and  the  face  of  a  woman ;  and  that  the 
prophet  is  to  return  to  Jerusalem  on  the  day  of 
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the  last  Judgement,  accompanied  by  Christ,  and 
that  he  will  stride  over  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat, 
with  one  ^of  his  feet  placed  on  the  temple,  and 
the  other  on  the  Mount  of  Olives ;  that  his  robe 

~  will  be  formed  of  the  skin  of  a  young  camel ;  and 
that  the  souls  of  the  Just  will  nestle  in  it  like  so 
many  insects ;  and  as  soon  as  Mahomet  perceives, 
by  the  weight  of  his  garment,  that  the  souls  of  all 
the  true  believers  have  sheltered  themselves  be- 
neath his  wings,  he  will  take  his  flight  towards 
the  ethereal  expanse. 

I  find  this  description  feeble,  when  I  recollect 
the  magical  effect  of  the  light  on  these  edifices, 
so  varied  in  the  colour  of  their  ornaments,  and  so 
elegant  in  their  details.  A  plain  of  turf,  over- 
spread with  fountains,  tombs,  and  palms,  enve- 

.  lopes  this  marble  platform :  its  reverberated  light 
is  blended  with  the  lustre  of  the  enamel  and  gold 
with  which  the  mosques  are  covered.  To  the 
west,  behind  the  ramparts,  and  beyond  the  tor- 
rent of  Cedron,  the  Mount  of  Olives  terminates 
in  the  hamlet  of  Siloan  :  beyond,  in  a  landscape 
.  embellished  by  the  illusion  of  a  brilliant  and  gilt 
vapour,  are  to  be  seen  the  hills  of  Bethlehem,  the 
Dead  Sea,  and  the  mountains  of  Arabia. 

If  it  were  possible  to  search  at  this  time  for  the 
venerable  remains  of  Hebraic  antiquity,  to  what 
discoveries  might  not  such  an  eiiquiry  lead  in  a 
land  enriched  by  the  destruction  of  so  many  im- 
mense monuments ! 
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The  present  mosques,  built  by  Omar,  felt  the 
dreadful  vengeance  of  the  Crusaders.  Saladin, 
to  purify  the  temple  from  this  religious  stain,  had 
the  pavements  and  walls  washed,  wlien  he  made 
himself  master  of  Jerusalem,  in  1188.  Five  hun* 
dred  camels,  it  is  said,  scarcely  sufficed  to  bring 
from  Yemen  the  prodigious  quantity  of  rose-water 
employed  in  this  lustral  ceremony. 

Some  of  our  party  made  im  excursion  to  walk 
round  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  :  it  is  said  that  this 
city  has  a  circumference  of  four  thousand  five 
hundred  paces.  The  gale  of  Sion,  and  the  Ster- 
quilinary  gate  lie  to  the  south,  as  does  likewise 
thatof  Naby  Daoud.  The  Roman  architecture 
of  the  gilt  gate  Bab  el-Dahri4  which  has  for  a 
long  time  been  filled  up  with  stone,  is  apparently 
of  Hadrian's  time.  The  Christians  of  Syria,  are 
persuaded  that.  Christ  made  his  entry  into  Jeru- 
salem by  this  gate,  for  which  they  have  a  great 
veneration.  Bab  el-Sbal,  situated  to  the  east, 
leads,  as  well  as  Bab  el-Dahri^,  to  the  valley  oi 
Jehoshaphat.  The  gate  of  Damascus,  Bab  el- 
Amoud,  stationed  to  the  north,  is  the  one  the 
form  of  which  appeared  to  us  the  most  romantic, 
and  most  picturesque.  Lastly,  to  the  west,  is  the 
gate  of  Ephraim,  together  with  that  of  Bethlehem, . 
or  the  well-beloved,  Bab  el-Khalyl.  The  walls 
are  high,  battlemented,  and  provided  with  square 
towers  at  small  distances.  Godfrey  of  Bouillon 
took  Jerusalem  by  assault  on  the  12th  of  July 
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10d9,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  side  of  the 
gate  of  Damascus.  This  is  still  the  part  of  the 
ramparts  the  easiest  of  attack :  Jerusalem  would 
yfith  difficulty  hold,  out  a  few  days  against  the 
weakest  modertt  battery  erected  above  the  grotto 
bf  JFeremiah. 

Jerusalem,  in  Arabic  el-Quods,-^  (the  holy)  id 
situated  between  two  hills,  Acra  and  Moria. 
When  Hadrian  rebuilt  the  city,  Mount  Calvary 
was  enclosed  within  the  ramparts.  Golgotha 
is  a  point  of  the  hHl  of  Moria,  so  inconsiderable, 
that  it  is  l&ntirely  locked  in  the  principal  nave  of 
the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  It  is  thought 
that  J\6rusalem  still  contains  twenty-five  thousand 
inhabitants,  Arabs,  Turks,  Je^s,  and  Armenians : 
aAd  not  more  than  two  hundred  Christian  families 
are  to  be  found  in  it.  The  compass  of  the  city 
wotiM  easily  contiain  six  times  that  numhf^  of  in- 
hjabitanls ;  and,  accordingly,  great  part  of  its 
steep  and  ntapaved  streets  are  Without  inhabi- 
tants :  ^paciou^  houses,  churches,  and  monas- 
teries, have  been  entirely  abandoned. 

We  frequently  passed  over  these  desferted  spots, 
aAd  had  to  force  our  virBy  through  thickets,  bram- 
bles, and  the  stems  of  the  prickly  pear.  Ivy  creeps 
alon^  the  walls,  and  the  aloes  grow  in  security 
on  the  terraaes,  and  in  the  fissures  of  the  steeples. 
The  palm,  neglected  in  the  gardens,  shoots  up  to 
the  loftiest  cornices :  and  itp  fruit,  which  no  one 
gathers,  becomes  the  food  of  the  iM^itary  bird. 
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I  have  frequently  passed  several  hours  seated 
on  the  summit  of  a  terrace,  of  a  tower,  or  of  a 
minaret,  dejected  at  the  sight  of  this  terrible 
desolation. — 

<<  Is  this  the  city  that  men  call  the  perfection  of  beauty, 
the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  ?" — ; Ltauentaihnt  of  Jertmhh, 

We  left  Jerusalem  by  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  to 
visit  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings.  Hiese  ^re 
situated  two  miles  from  the  city,  in  a  quarry  of 
thirty  feet  in  depth,  of  square  form^  and  divided 
into  two  courts  by  a  rock  in  the  form  of -a  wall, 
vrhich  appeared  to  be  from  four  to  five  feet  in 
thickness  :  the  entrance  into  the  second  court  is 
by  a  round  gate,  so  low,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
stoop  exceedingly  to  pa.ss  through  it.  l^ie  four 
sMes  of  this  quarry  are  hewn^  perpendicularly ; 
an  opening,  of  eight  feet  in  height^  and  about 
thirty  in  length,  made  in  one  of  them,  passes  eight 
feet  into  the  rock.  The  left  side  of  this  artificial 
cavern  has  so  narrow  a  door,  that  the  first  cham- 
ber cannot  be  entered  without  creeping :  this 
chamber,  which  is  small,  is  followed  by  three 
others,  each  of  which  has  a  projecting  tablet,  on 
vihich  the  embalmed  bodies  were  laid.  The  doors 
by  which  these  sepulchres  were  shut,  were  of 
stone,  as  were  likewise  their  hinges,  which  were 
skilfully  wrought.  A  large  serpent,  and  soine 
enormous  bats,  were  all  we  met  with  ;in  this  dis- 
mal place.  At  the  entrance  of  the  vault  is  to  be 
seen  an  elegant  Jl^ieze,  in  the  finest  taste,  sculp- 
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tured  in  the  rock.  History  does  not  throw  any 
light  on  the  date  of  this  monument ;  but  the  sculp- 
tures of  the  pediment  may  have  belonged  to  the 
epoch  when  Herod  the  Great  governed  Judea. 
The  sepulchres  of  the  judges  are  at  some  distance 
from  those  of  the  kings.  The  ruins  of  several 
cisterns  prove  that  an  attempt  was  formerly  made 
to  cultivate  the  steril  space  by  which  they  are 
separated  :  the  naked  rock  is  almost  every  where 
to  be  seen,  with  olives  of  a  feeble  growth  in  its 
clefts,  surrounded  by  brambles  and  thorns  which 
crowd  upon  them,  as  if  angry  that  their  inhe- 
ritance should  be  thus  usurped. 

Jerusalem  is  the  city  of  tombs;  the  valleys 
of  Halcedoma  and  Jehoshaphat  are  covered  with 
them;  and  the  living  appear  to  have  no  other 
task  assigned  to  them  than  that  of  keeping  watch 
over  these  deposits  of  ashes.  The  rocks  are  all 
excavated  to  receive  bones,  and  the  sides  of  the 
mountains  incumbered  with  sepulchral  stones: 
mysterious  inscriptions  protect  from  the  efforts  of 
time  the  memorial  of  those  whose  remembrance 
was  so  soon  effaced  in  the  heart  of  man.  Such 
are  these  places  of  lamentations — ^these  vales  of 
tears — these  vast  repositories  of  death. 

The  bazars  of  Jerusalem,  in  which  a  few  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  are  still  tQ  be  found, 
are  vaulted  and  spacious :  every  thing  about  them 
announces  that,  instead  of  having  been  occupied, 
as  they  are  at  present,  by  timid  and  needy  in- 
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mates,  these  magazines  were  formerly  the  resi- 
dence of  those  Asiatic  merchants,  who  traded  in 
the  perfumes  of  Arabia,  in  the  pearls  of  the 
Oanges,  and  in  the  tissues  of  Lahor.  Long  rows 
of  camels  press  forward  beneath  the  arch-roofs; 
the  assembled  groups  make  way  for  them ;  the 
leader  of  the  caravan,  wrapped  in  his  gilabias,  a 
large  mantle  striped  with  black  and  white,  and 
mounted  on  the  favourite  dromedary,  laying  his 
right  hand  on  his  breast,  salutes  the  passers  by ; 
the  latter  answer  his  salutation  ;  and  while  they 
propound  questions  to  him,  the  dervish  bestows 
his  benediction  on  the  traveller  who  prostrates' 
himself  before  him. 

The  Christian  females  of  Jerusalem  never  go 
abroad  without  being  wrapped  in  a  black  mantle : 
the  most  aged  and  tottering  are  scriyulous  on 
this  head ;  and  it  is  inconceivable  how  they  can 
make  their  way,  with  such  an  encumbrance^  in 
streets  so  narrow  'and  badly  paved-  It  is  by 
favour  that  strangers  find  admission  to  a  Christian 
family,  where  they  see  the  women  with  the  face 
uncovered,  and  receive  from  them  the  coffee,  the 
rose-water,  and  the  pipe  which  they  fill  with 
aloes,  and  which,  having  lighted,  they  gracefully 
present  to  them. 

Nothing  can  be  more  gloomy  and  dismal  than 
Jerusalem,  when  the  north  wind,  pregnant  with 
showers,  whistles  through  the  battlements  of  the 
ramparts,  is  ingulfed  in  the  deserted  streets,  or 
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groans  in  the  cloisters  and  corridors  of  the  con- 
vent- 

The  climate  of  Jerusalem  is  frequently  rigorous 

during  winter,  and  even  snow  sometimes  falU. 

The  sword  of  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  the  last  relic 

.  that  was  shown  us,  was  not  one  we  respected 

the  bast. 

The  manufactures,  of  Jerusalem  may  be  coo- 
sidered  to  consist  wholly  of  .beads,  crosses, 
shells,  &c.  which  are  vended  by  Armenians  and 
Jews :  the  shells  are  of  the  kind  we  call  mother- 
of-pearl,  ingeniously  sculptured,  and  formed  into 
various  shapes.  Those  of  the  most  perfect  and 
the  largest  size,  are  formed  into  clasps  for  the 
zones  of  the  Greek  women.  Such  clasps  are 
worn  by  the  ladies  of  Cyprus,  Crete,  Rhodes,  and 
the  islands  of  the  Archipelago.  These  after 
being  purchased  are  taken  to  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  where  they  receive  a  sort  of 
tienediction :  as  the  beads  and  crosses,  purchased 
at  Loretto  in  Italy  for  amulets  are  placed  in  a 
wooden  bowl  belonging  to  the  house  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  for  consecration.  The  beads  are  here 
manufactured,  either  from  date-stones,  or  from  a 
very  hard  wood  called  *'  Mecca  fruit :"  when  firet 
wrought,  this  appears  of  the  colour  of  box,  and 
is  afterwards  dyed  red,  black,  or  yellow.  The 
beads  are  of  various  sizes,  and  are  strung  as 
rosaries.  The  custom  of  carrying  such  strings  of 
beads  in  the  hand  is  very  uncient,  and  is  general 
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among  men  of  rank,  all  over  the  east.  The  Turks 
call  a  string  of  ninety-nine  beads^  Tespy.  This 
number  of  beads  corresponds  with  their  number  of . 
the  attributes  of  the  deity.  Hamid  Ali,  a  late 
vizier,  wore  one  of  pearl,  valued  at  thre6  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Tespy  is  used.  ''  It  consists  of  ninety- 
nine  beads,  with  a  partition  between  every  thirty- 
three  :  these  they  turn  over ;  and  for  every  divi- 
sion of  thirty-three,  they  repeat  a  distinct  and 
short  pious  ejaculation." 


4Q  ^    ;: 
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CHAPTER  XLm. 

Her  Majesty  makes  a  Journey  to  Jericho. — Rs- 
cort. — Dismal  Approach. — Its  present  miserable 
State. — Sacred  Relics.'— Women  of  Jericho. — 
Plant  from  which  the  Crotvn  of  Thorns  was 
formed. — The  River  Jordan. — Dead  Sea. — Pil- 
lar of  Salt. — Site  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrha. — A 
Monastery. — Her  Majesty's  munificent  Dona- 
tions in  Jerusalem. — Institution  of  the  Royal 
Ordet  of  Knighthood  of  St.  Caroline  of  Jerur 
salem. 

On  the  15th  Her  Majesty  departed  for  Jericho. 
The  road  being  very  perilous  from  banditti,  the 
Bey  furnished  Her  Majesty  au  escort  of  two  hun- 
dred soldiers,  of  whom  the  chief,  as  we  were 
afterwards  informed^  had  been  condemned  to 
death  a  year  before,  as  the  chief  of  a  band  of 
robbers.  If  we  had  cause  of  alarm,  it  was  there- 
fore from  our  trusty  chief  himself  and  the  sol- 
diers, by  whom  we  were  surrounded.  They  cer- 
tainly had  but  little  of  military  appearance,  bat 
more  the  air  of  fugitives  from  the  galleys.  One 
was  armed  with  a  gun,  another  a  club,  another  a 
bar  of  iron,  and  a  fourth  a  sort  of  fork  as  a  wea- 
pon. Neither  was  their  dress  more  uniform,  and 
•themselves  exactly  the  colour  of  the  chesnut. 
On  their  h^ad  they  wore  a  small  and  dirty  turbao, 
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and  the  rest  of  their  dress  was  equally  unseemly. 
Such  were  the  men  under  whose  protection,  in 
profound  darkness,  we  accomplished  this  journey 
in  the  deserts  of  Palestine  ;  in  the  midst  of  fright- 
ful precipices,  and  on  a  road,  known  by  us  to  be 
infested  with  robbers,  and  on  which  no  dwelling 
was  visible.  Notwithstanding  all  this.  Her  Majes- 
ty*s  firmness  did  not  appear  to  be  for  a  moment 
shaken  ;  nor,  such  is  the  importance  of  example, 
was  it  till  they  were  past  that  we  reflected  on  the 
perils  to  which  we  had  been  exposed. 

In  our  way  hither,  having  entered  a  narrow  • 
valley,  we  followed  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  which, 
after  several  windings,  leads  to  Mount  Adomim  : 
this  is  a  reddish  and  argillaceous  hill,  unculti- 
vated, like  the  ground  we  had  hitherto  trodden, 
and  having  on  its  summit  the  ruins  of  a  monas* 
tery,  or,  perhaps,  of  a  khan.  After  having  halted 
for  half  an  hour,  we  entered  ravines,  almost  im- 
passable, which  appeared  to  be  the  effects  of  a 
recent  convulsion  of  nature.  White  mountains, 
which  could  not  be  more  aptly  compared  than  to. 
the  solfatara  of  Naples,  were  to  be  seen  furrowed 
by  fire,  and  marked  with  the  stains  of  sulphur. 
After  haying  descended  into  frightful  abysses,  we 
were  obliged  to  climb  up  sharp  rocks,  to  procure 
a  sight  of  the  plain  of  Jericho,  which  we  shortly 
after  reached. 

Jericho  is  at  present  nothing  more  than  an 
assemblage  of  huts  built  of  earth  and  reeds^ 
covered  over  with  a  species  of  dried  fern*  Where 
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its  celebrated  walls  once  stood,  fagots  c^  briers 
and  thistles  now  scarcely  suffice  to  defend  the 
flocks  against  the  frequent  attacks  of  wildbeaste. 
Hie  Aga  inhabits  a  square  tower^  in  se  rumous  a 
condition,  that  we  found  considerable  difficulty 
in  ascending  to  the  apartment  in  which  he  was 
lodged.  This  chief  of  the  spahis  selected  for 
.  our  night's  lodging  the  most  convenient  place  he 
could  find  ;  for  we  could  not  endure  the  filth  and 
bad  smells  of  the  habitation  in  which  oar  caravan 
was  assembled.  Our  people  took  their  stations 
around  a  large  fire  in  the  open  air. 

On  the  route  we  passed  the  house  in  which 
Christ  is  said  to  have  raised  Lazarus  from  the 
dead ;  the  tree  on  which  Absalom,  the  son  of 
David,  was  caught  by  his  hair ;  the  potters  field, 
bought  with  the  money  which  Judas  had  taken  as 
the  price  of  betraying  his  master;  the  cave  in 
which  the  prophet  Jeremiah  wrote  his  book ;  and 
many  other  objects  of  venerable  reganL 

We  were  stirring  before  day-break:  the  sun 
rose  behind  the  mountains  of  Arabia  Deserta : 
their  form  was  lost  in  a  silvery,  changeable  va- 
pour, shadowed  with  the  richest  tints^  and  the 
most  beautiful  colours. 

Jericho  is  situated  in  a  plain.  On  the  right 
appears  the  Dead  Sea,  partly  concealed  by  the 
promontory  of  Segor.  The  Jordan  is  seen  in  the 
distance  on  the  left,  between  hillocks  covei^ 
with  briers.  Behind  us  were  the  mountains 
we  had  just  passed,  and  the  disorder  and  soli- 
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tude  of  which  made  so .  lively  an  impressioa 
on  U8» 

The  woneR  of  Jerjcho  are  dressed  iR  a  blue 
chemise,  fastened  by  a  girdle ;  their  head  is 
cov^ed  by  a  veil.  Their  legs  and  feet  are  naked, 
as  are  likewise  their  arms,  which  are  ornamented 
with  bracelets  of  silver,  pewter,  or  glass,  "niey 
are  for  the  greater  part  tall  and  slender;  but 
their  forms  are  usually  shrunken ;  and  among  the 
youngest  may  be  noticed  a  constant  struggle 
between  beauty  and  wretchedness. 

The  Aga  of  Jericho  added  to  our  escort  a  few 
of  his  people.  We  crossed  a  sandy  plain,  on 
which  were  to  be  seen,  at  distant  intervals,  a  few 
prickly  shrubs,  and  a  few  plants  breathing  the 
most  delicate  perfume.  Several  authors  think 
that  the  crown  of  thorns  of  Christ  was  formed  of 
a  branch  of  the  rhamnus,  a  shrub  named  by  the 
Arabs  alausegi,  and  which  is  found  in  great  abun* 
danc«  near  the  Jordan :  several  volumes  have 
been  written  either  to  attack  or  defend  this  sup- 
position. Its'  banks  are  frequently  covered  by 
locusts;  the  Arabs  cook  them  with  great  care, 
and  find  their  flavour  excellent ;  but  we  were  not 
tempted  to  taste  this  dish.  Where,  alas !  are  the 
gardens  which  once  covered  these  banks  r  Jeri- 
cho is  left  without  flowers,  and  without  harvests. 

Our  party  now  drew  up  in  a  regular  line  of 
march,  a  few  of  our  men  forming  the  advance- 
guard.  The  Aga  had  received  notice  that  a  band 
of  Bedouui^ Arabs  had  been  seen  on  the  preceding 
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evening,  and  were  to  pitch  their  tents  for  the 
night  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Jordan.  Lances 
were  perceived  behind  a  rising  ground,  and 
horsemen  fleeing  in  several  directions ;  a  part 
of  our  escort  set  off  at  full  speed  in  pursuit  of 
them. 

The  banks  of  the  sacred  river  are  lofty,  aad 
covered  with  trees :  its  water  is  yellowish,  turbid, 
and  of  some  depth ;  its  breadth  is  about  eighty 
feet.  Charmed  with  the  soft  murmurs  of  the 
water,  to  which  our  ears  had  been  unaccustomed, 
we  joyfully  performed  the  duties  of  the  traveller 
by  ablutions,  and  brought  away  several  flasks  of 
the  holy  water  we  had  found  so  much  pleasure  in 
drinking.  Our  horses  experienced  some  difliculty 
in  crossing  the  sandy  plain  which  leads  to  the 
Dead  Sea ;  our  Janissaries  and  Arabs  sung,  and 
discharged  their  pistols  ;  the  chief  of  the  escort, 
mounted  on  a  superb  Arabian  horse,  was  the 
most  dexterous  ;  and  we  followed  the  example 
of  our  guides.  We  sometimes  paced  silently, 
plunged  in  reverie,  the  subject  of  each  of  which 
was  no  doubt  different ;  and  at  othei's,  giving  the 
reins  to  our  horses,  gallopped  over  these  sandy 
plains,  breathing  perfumes,  and  enjoying  our  in- 
dependence. In  this  way  we  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Dead  Sea. 

It  is  said  that  this  sea,  or  lake,  is  twenty  leagues 
in  length,  and  about  ten  leagues  in  breadth  at  the 
widest  part.  The  Arabs  formerly  tendered  their 
services  to  travellers,  to  conduct  them  to  a  pillar 
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coated  with  bitumen,  which  they  showed  as  the 
pillar  of  salt ;  but  it  is  impossible  at  present  to 
penetrate  so  far  without  danger,  the  Bedouins 
in  the  vicinity  being  in  a  state  of  constant  war- 
fare with  travellers.  For  the  greater  part  of  its 
extent  the  Dead  Sea  stretches  north  and  south. 
On  the  western  bank  were  situated  the  five  cities 
of  Sodom,  Gomorrha,  Adama,  Seboyn,  and  Segor. 
The  Jews  are  persuaded  that,  at  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah,  these  cities,  now  covered  with  the 
.waves,  will  re-appear  with  all  their  splendour. 

The  water  of  the  Dead  Sea  is  troubled,  pun- 
gent,' and  bitter.  It  throws  up  on  its  banks  pieces 
of  petrified  wood,  and  porous  stones  in  a  calcined 
state.  In  speaking  of  it,  which  they  do  with  the 
most  religious  respect,  many  mysterious  things 
are  related  by  the  Arabs  concerning  it. 

We  afterwards  followed,  by  the  mountains,  the 
route  leading  to  the  monastery  of  Saint  Sabas. 
And  never  surely  was  there  any  sight  so  dismal 
and  sombre  as  that  of  the  deep  valleys,  which 
are  suddenly  shut  in  by  a  high  mountain,  per- 
fectly white,  and  easily  to  be  mistaken,  at  the 
decline  of  day,  for  an  enormous  spectre  whose 
office  it  is  to  defend  the  passage  :  the  clefts  and 
caverns  represent  his  features,  and  the  ravines 
supply  the  folds  of  his  frightful  robe.  Mountains 
of  ashes,  cones  mutilated  and  thrown  down,  broken 
rocks  of  a  capricious  and  fantastic  form  : — such 
vrere  the  objects  which  met  the  view  for  the  ex- 
tent of  several  leagues,  until  we  came  to  a  more 
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elevated  point.  This  afforded  us  another  sight 
of  the  Dead  Sea,  just  as  the  sun  was  setting  over 
Arabia  Deserta,  behind  the  mountains  of  Edom. 

From  this  elevation  the  Dead  Sea  appeared  like 
a  table  of  lapis  lazuli,  the  golden  margin  of  which 
was  formed  by  the  surrounding  mountains. 

Still  further,  the  piled  rocks  resembled,  now  a 
fortified  city,  the  walls  and  buildings  of  which 
menaced  the  stany  firmament ;  and  now  an  am- 
phitheatre having  for  its  spectators  and  per* 
formers  kites  and  vultures ;  while  eagles  soared 
majestically  in  the  air,  over  their  proud  domain. 

The  monastery  of  Saint  Lebas  is  built  in  the 
angle  of  a  rock,  on  an  eminence  four  hundred  feet 
above  the  dried  torrent  of  the  C^ron,  presenting 
a  frightful  solitude  :  the  cells  of  the  monks  are 
excavated  in  the  rock  a  hundred  feet  above  the 
torrent,  in  places  which  appear  to  be  inaccessible. 
Pigeons,  and  thousands  of  hermits  formerly  inha- 
bited this  inauspicious  and  desolate  valley :  over 
the  abyss  the  turtle-doves  still  take  their  lonely 
flight.  The  space  inclosing  the  immense  monas- 
tery, near  which  not  a  tree,  not  a  plant,  nor  eveo 
the  smallest  rivulet,  is  to  be  seen,  is  defended  by 
large  square  towers. 

The  noble  benevolence  of  Her  Majesty's  dis- 
position led  her  at  Jerusalem^  as  at  every  spot 
graced  with  her  presence,  to  render  extensive 
charitable  assistance  to  the  needy  of  every  class. 
To  the  resident  Christians  particularly,  munii- 
cent  donations  were  made,  and  nn  investment  of 
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a  considerable  sum  in  support  of  their  annual 
income.  Her  Majesty's  visit  to  the  holy  city, 
her  charity,  her  unaffected  piety,  and  her  exem- 
plary and  princely  demeanour^  will  be  remem- 
bered there,  while  one  stone  stands  on  another. 

On  our  first  arrival  at  Jerusalem,  Her  Majesty 
iprit]i  a  dignified  sense  of  the  faithful  and  eminent 
services  of  M.  Bergami,  during  the  perilous  scenes 
of  her  journey,  obtained  for  him  from  the  Autho- 
rities the  honourable  distinction  of  a  Knight  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre.  It  should  be  observed,  that 
this  faithful  officer  had  already,  in  consideration 
of  his  military  character  and  the  high  respecta- 
bility of  his  introduction  to  Her  Majesty,  been 
invested  with  the  military  Order  of  a  Knight  of 
Malta,  with  the  title  of  Baron  della  Francia. 

On  the  determination  of  Her  Majesty  to  quit 
Jerusalem,  on  the  return  to  Italy,  she  determined 
with  a  proper  feeling  of  her  elevated  station  and 
character,  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  en- 
terprize,  and  the  services  of  the  officers  of  her 
suite,  to  establish  a  lasting  memorial  of  this  first 
visit  of  an  European  princess  to  the  Holy  Land, 
during  six  centuries,  by  the  institution  of  a  new 
Order  of  knighthood. 

This  was  accordingly  executed  in  due  form 
and  with  the  proper  ceremonial  a  few  days  before 
the  departure.  Her  Majesty  as  Institutor  of  the 
Order,  named  it  the  Order  of  St.  Caroline,  and 
granted  diplomas  of  the  Order  to  all  those  officers 
of  state  who  had  accompanied  her  to  Jerusalem, 

4  R 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


674  f 01™  OF  DIPLOMA, 

in  token  of  her  approval,  and  a  distinction  of 
honour  for  their  services  and  fidelity. 

In  this  Her  Majesty  followed  the  example  and 
the  usual  practice  of  all  Royal  personages  under 
similar  circumstances. 

The  body  of  the  diploma  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Caroline,  ran  in  the  following  manner.  The 
diploma,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  is  that 
of  Captain  Hownam. 

"  That  Her  Majesty  had  created  and  consti- 
tuted a  new  Order  to  recompense  the  faithful 
Knights  who  had  the  honour  of  accompanying 
Her  Majesty  on  her  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land. 

"  1st,  This  Order  shall  be  given  and  awarded 
to  those  only  who  have  accompanied  Her  Majesty ' 
to  Jerusalem,  with  the  exception  of  the  Professor 
Mochetti,  who  could  not,  being  prevented  by 
accident,  accompany  Her  Majesty. 

^^  2.  That  Colonel  Bartolomo  Bergami,  Baron 
of  Franchino,  Knight  of  Malta,  and  also  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  of  Jerusalem,  and  Equerry  of  Her 
Majesty,  the  Grand  Master  of  this  Order,  and  his 
children,  male  and  female,  may  succeed  him,  and 
shall  have  the  honour  to  wear  this  Order  from 
generation  to  generation  and  end  to  end. 

"  3.  The  same  advantage  of  wearing  this  Order 
is  granted  to  the  Knight  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
Mr.  William  Austin,  and  to  his  legitimate  chil- 
dren, who  shall  for  ever  enjoy  the  same. 

*'  4.  To  Mr.  Joseph  Hownam,  Captain  in  the 
Royal  English  Navy,  and  Knight  of  the  Holy  Se- 
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pulchre,  and  in  the  suite  of  Her  Majesty,  it  is 
also  granted  to  him  to  enjoy  the  same  Order  as  a 
personal  favour  to  him. 

"  This  honour  shall  be  personal  for  you,  Mr. 
Joseph  Hownam,  Captain  in  the  British  Navy, 
and  Knight,  in  the  suite  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  to 
wear  this  honour  during  your. life  ;  the  Cross  and 
Patent  to  be  returned  at  your  death  to  the  Grand 
Master. 

"  5.  The  Grand  Master  to  wear  the  Cross  of 
the  Order  round  his  neck,  suspended  from  a  gold 
chain ;  but  the  other  Knights  to  suspend  the  in- 
signia from  the  button-hole  of  the  coat. 

"  6.  The  above-mentioned  Order  to  consist  of 
a  red  cross,  with  the  motto,  '  Horn  soit  qui  mal  y 
fensey  to  be  worn  with  a  riband  of  lilac  and  sil- 
ver, and  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Caroline  of  Jerusalem/' 

(Signed)  "  Caroline,  P.  W. 

(Undei'signed)  **  Col.  B.  Bergami. 

&c.  &c.  &c." 
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CHAPTER  XLIV. 

Her  Mqgesty  leaves  Jerusalem.  —  Reflections.— 
Proceed  to  Jaffa. — Fisit  the  celebrated  Ruins  of 
Ascalon.— Beautiful  Scenery  of  Jaffa. — Her 
Majesty* s  Reception. — Departure. — Ascakn.^^ 
Its  interesting  Ruins.'— Temple  of  Venus. — At- 
mour  ^the  Crusaders  found  amid  these  Ruins. 

At  length  on  the  17th,  Her  Majesty  quitted 
Jerusalem,  amidst  the  loud  expressions  of  regret 
from  the  classes  viho  had  received  so  many  and 
ipiportant  marks  of  her  favour  and  liberality ;  and 
the  iQOSt  assiduous  coiqplimentary  honours  which 
the  Authorities  could  exhibit  consistently  with 
the  formalities  of  Turkish  manners.  We  left 
Jerusalejm,  our  hearts  and  minds  deeply  impressed 
with  the  extraordinary,  and  in  reality  wonderful 
objects  which  present  themselves  in  that  most  in- 
teresting of  all  cities  pf  the  world ;  and  with  sen- 
timents of  true  devotional  regard,  which  time  can 
never  efface. 

We  proceeded  with  the  same  retinue  of  guards, 
&c.  towards  Jaffa,  intending  to  take  the  ruins  of 
Ascalon  in  our  rpute. 

There  is  an  extreme  difference  of  temperatore 
between  the  mountains  of  Judea  and  the  sea- 
shore :  when  it  is  winter  at  Jerusalem,  the  wea- 
ther is  that  of  spring  at  ^affa.  We  were  delighted 
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at  breathing  the  perfume  exhaled  by  the  gardens 
of  oranges  and  lemons  which  lie  before  Jaffa,  on 
the  road  of  the  ancient  Arimathea.  These  gar- 
dens are  planted  without  symmetry  and  without 
art ;  brooks  flow  amid  rows  of  trees  pressing  on 
each  other;  the  flowers  and  fruits  with  which 
the  braaches  are  loaded^  make  them  yield  beneath 
their  weight,  and  cool  themselves  in  the  water  as 
it  gently  murmurs  along ;  while  beautiful  palms 
rise  like  so  many  minarets  above  this  balmy  fo- 
rest. It  is  impossible  to  convey  an  idea  of  the 
pleasure  the  traveller  feels  when  he  penetrates 
into  these  groves,  after  having  had  his  eyes  fixed 
throughout  the  day  on  a  scorching  sand,  and  his 
ears  struck  by  the  shrill  and  incessant  cries  of  an 
Arab  population,  which  seems  to  be  always  in  a 
state  of  threatening  revolt. 

The  Aga  of  Jaffa  anticipated  Her  Majesty's 
visit  by  a  present  consisting  of  lambs,  rice,  com, 
poultry,  sugar,  and  coffee ;  and  he  received  4is  in 
a  pavilion  he  had  constructed  at  the  sea-side  4  his 
miners  were  cordial  ajid  polished,  and  we  soon 
came  to  a  good  understanding.  This  Aga,  by 
birth  a  Circassian,  was  about  forty-five  years  of 
age :  he  had  been  brought  to  Constantinople 
when  very  young,  and  was  purchased  by  Gezzar, 
the  Pacha  of  Acre,  who  made  him  one  of  his 
mamelouks.  Having  been  sent  qn  several  difficult 
missions,  he  displayed  on  these  occasions  great 
intelligence  ;  and  bravery  did  the  rest.  Having 
been  appointed  governor  of  Jaffa,  after  the  death 
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of  his  patron,  he  looks' forward  to  independence, 
and  perhaps  aspires  even  to  the  general  govern- 
ment of  Syria.  This  man,  possessing  a  fine  figure, 
active,  adroit,  and  cruel  even  to  ferocity,  is  capa- 
ble of  not  sparing  any  means  to  obtain  his  aim. 
The  territories  surrounding  Jaffa,  As^calon,  and 
Gaza,  are  cultivated  for  his  profit ;  and  he  pos- 
sesses exclusively  the  commerce  of  this  territory. 

Our  departure  from  Jaffa  was  not  without 
pomp  :  the  guns  were  fired,  and  numerous  horse- 
men voluntarily  joined  our  escort,  to  accompany 
us  during  a  part  of  our  journey.  We  slept  in  the 
open  air,  beneath  a  sorry  tent,  at  Jabena,  the  aur 
cient  Jamnia,  which  was  inhabited  by  a  few  Arabs 
only.  The  whole  of  this  territory  is  susceptible 
of  a  surprising  fertility ;  but  the  hand  of  despo- 
tism destroys  during  the  day  what  the  dew  of 
heaven  has  produced. 

We  soon  arrived  at  Madjedal,  a  hamlet,  distant 
two  miles  from  the  ruins  of  Ascalon,  and  from  the 
se^ :  it  is  situated  in  a  fine  plain,  surrounded  by  a 
rampart  of  palms  and  large  aloes.  The  hedges 
are  formed  of  hornbeam  and  the  prickly  pear  in- 
terwoven, and  are  more  impenetrable  than  the 
thickest  wall.  It  was  here,  in  the  plains  of  As- 
calon, that  the  Crusaders  obtained  a  signal  vic- 
tory over  the  army  of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  the 
loss  of  which  was  immense. 

A  plain  leads  to  the  ruinsof  Ascalon  :  this  city, 
which  is  now  without  a  single  inhabitant,  is  situ- 
ated on  a  high  hill,  in  the  form  of  a  semi-circle : 
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the  declivity  is  almost  insensible  on  the  land  side.; 
but  there  is  a  considerable  slope  towards  the  sea, 
which  forms  the  chord  of  this  arch.  The  ram- 
parts and  gates  are  standing,  and  the  turret  seems 
to  await  the  watchful  sentinel.  The  streets  lead 
to  two  squares ;  and  over  a  flight  of  steps,  in  the 
interior  of  a  palace,  the  antelope  bounds :  in  the 
vast  churches  no  echo  is  heard,  save  that  of  the 
jackall's  cry :  large  flocks  of  these  animals  are 
assembled  in  the  grea.t  square,  and  they  are  at 
present  the  uncontrolled  only  rulers  of  Ascalon. 

The  Arabs,  doubtless  impressed  by  its  gloom 
and  awful  stillness,  make  it  the  abode  of  evil 
spirits :  they  assert  that,  during  the  nighty  lights 
are  often  seen  passing  along,  and  innumerable 
voices  heard,  together  with  the  neighing  of 
horses,  the  clashing  of  arms,  and  the  tupiultuous 
shouts  of  the  embattled  hosts. 

Not  far  from  the  Gothic  monuments  of  Ascalon 
are  to  be  seen  the  extensive  ruins  of  a  temple  of 
Venus :  forty  lofty  columns  of  rose  granite,  and 
capitals  and  friezes  of  the  finest  marble,  rise  from 
a  deep  vault  half  laid  open.  A  well,  having  an 
immense  aperture,  descends  into  the  bowels  of  the 
earth:  apart  of  this  great  wreck  is  concealed 
by  fig-trees,  palms,  and  sycamores.  A  picturesque 
and  philosophical  contrast  is  formed  by  these 
Greek  ruins,  of  matchless  elegance,  with  the 
linked  columns  which  support  the  dome  of  a  cha- 
pel of  the  Virgin.  She  presided  over  this  strand, 
and  was  without  doubt  invoked  more  than  once 
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amid  the  perils  of  a  i^tormy  coast.   Oiji  the  azured 
roof  an  inscription  is  still  legible,  written  in 
.  Gothic  characters. 

The  works  of  the  port  are  become  the  sport  of 
the  waves :  they  break  furiously,  and  at  a  great 
height,  over  the  rocks,  the  firm  and  unshaken 
bases  of  these  useless  towers,  and  of  these  de- 
serted tuirets. 

There  once  dwelt  might  and  brilliant  valour; 
it  was  in  Ascalon  that  the  elegance  of  the  chi- 
valrous age,  and  European  politeness,  were  blen- 
ded with  the  voluptuous  pageantry  and  all  the 
enjoyments  of  eastern  luxury.  There  it  was  that 
religion,  love,  and  a  thirst  of  glory,  wrought  the 
imagination  of  the  warrior  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
enthusiasm,  and  gave  birth  to  those  proud  achieve- 
ments which  bestow  on  the  history  of  the  time  all 
the  eclat ^  and  all  the  charms^  of  the  most  sublime 
fictions  of  poetry. 

The  Arab  of  el-Madjehal,  urged  by  want,  is 
to  be  occasionally  seen  engaged  in  digging  among 
the  sands  of  Ascalon :  he  surveys  with  a  vacant 
look  the  breast-plate,  once  gilt,  which  chance  has 
thrown  in  his  way  :  his  squalid  child  tries  to  place , 
on  his  head  the  helmet  which  time  has  half  con- 
sumed, and  raises  with  difficulty  the  ponderous 
sword  of  the  Christian  knight. 

Coats  of  mail,  the  iron  head  of  a  lance,  or  the 
shattered  remains  of  a  buckler,  may  be  found  at 
almost  every  step.  Lady  Esther /Stanhope  has 
been  for  some  years  an  inhabitant  of  Syria,  and 
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haa  fixed  her  residence  in  the  small  city  of  An- 
toura,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Libanon  :  her  boun- 
ties have  attached  to  her  the  Bedouin  Arabs ;  and 
it  is  said  that  they  have  every  wish  to  proclaim 
her  Queen,  and  do  homage  to  her  as  such.  A  ce- 
remony, which  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
coronation  of  the  sovereign  Queen  of  the  Desert, 
was  prepared  for  her  at  Tadmor,  the  ancient  Pal- 
myra, when  she  went  to  visit  its  ruins ;  but  her 
modesty  led  her  to  refuse  this  extraordinary 
triumph. 

On  Her  Majesty's  arrival  at  JafTa^  we  embarked 
without  delay,  in  a  polacre  vessel  with  an  Arab 
or  rather  a  mixed  crew,  which  had  been  already 
provided  for  our  conveyance  to  Italy ;  and  was 
then  stationed  in  the  bay,  awaiting  our  anival. 
The  wind  being  favourable,  Her  Majesty  deter- 
mined to  put  to  sea  the  same  day.  It  had  been 
Her  Majesty's  intention  to  visit  Alexandria,  and 
going  thence  into  Egypt,  but  this  design  was 
rendered  utterly  impracticable  by  the  plague, 
which  was  at  that  time  making  great  ravages 
there. 
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CHAPTER  XLV. 

Heir  Modesty  $  Embarkation. — Vessel^  o^  mode  i)f 
Eqmprnent. — Nautical  Arrangements. — St.  Jem 
UAcre. — Her  Majesty's  Fessel finally  quits  the 
Coast.  —  Danger  of  Pirates.  —  Precautions.-^ 
Rhodes. — Candia. — Detention  there  by  stress  of 
fVeather. — Sketch  of  the  Country. 

UER  Majesty  had  now  accomplished  the  great 
object  of  her  solicitude,  reached  the  extent 
of  her  important  and  memorable  travel,  consimi- 
mated  what  few  persons  in  Her  Majesty's  situa- 
tion would  have  undertaken.  Of  female  travellers 
we  may  perhaps  affirm,  that  none  possessing  the 
taste  and  genius  for  the  enterprise,  would  have 
been  found  with  sufficient  firmness  of  purpose  and 
equanimity  to  pursue  it  thus  effectually  and 
honourably  to  its  conclusion. 

Her  Majesty  quitted  Jerusalem  amidst  the 
thanks  and  the  regret  of  all  rauks,  all  sects,  and 
all  degrees  of  its  inhabitants ;  idolized  and  blessed 
by  the  oppressed  and  poor,  for  her  charitable  as- 
sistance to  their  wants ;  caressed  and  respected  by 
the  powerful,  for  her  princely  spirit  and  cour- 
teous demeanour. 

At  Jaffa  Her  Majesty  embarked  with  the  whole 
of  her  suite,  on  board  a  polacca,  with  a  mixed 
crew  of  Italian  and  Greek  seamen :  these  circum- 
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stances,  both  as  to  the  incommodiousness  and 
small  dimensions  of  the  vessel,  and  the  little  de- 
pendence to  be  placed  on  its  motley  crew  in  any 
situation  of  danger,  became  sufficiently  evident 
to  Her  Majesty's  attendants,  to  engage  their 
most  serious  attention  and  exertion  in  their  pre- 
cautionary arrangements  of  the  apartments  and 
accommodation.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
Her  Majesty  had  here  the  advantage  to  have  in 
her  suite  two  officers  of  the  British  l^avy,  of 
known  professional  merit.  Captains  Flynn  and 
Hownam,  whose  presence  was  at  this  moment 
indeed,  as  it  had  been  in  evei*y  instance  of  the 
maritime  portion  of  the  journey,  of  inestimable 
importance. 

The  cabin  or  apartment  set  out  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Her  Majesty  and  her  female  attend- 
ants, was  fixed  near  the  centre  of  the  vessel,  and 
an  open  hatchway  formed  in  the  deck  immediately 
over  it,  which  gave  instant  accesi;  to  the  upper- 
deck,  over  a  corresponding  portion  of  which  was 
spread  the  ship's  awning ;  so  that  the  coolness  of 
the  breeze  might  be  enjoyed  without  the  oppres- 
sive heat  of  the  sun  at  any  time,  or,  when  neces- 
sary, which  from  the  circumstance  of  there  being 
many  horses  on  board,  frequently  became  impe- 
rious, rest  might  be  taken  on  the  upper-deck,  as 
well  as  in  the  cabin  below  it.  Around  the  space 
so  covered  with  the  awning,  was  a  gangway  for 
the  passage  of  the  crew. 

The  vigilance  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers, 
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for  in  this  situation  so  they  may  now  be  termed, 
was  of  constant  importance,  as  well  in  the  sea- 
manship of  the  vessel  as  in  over-awing  the  con- 
duct of  the  ship's  company,  and  in  the  continual 
watchfulness  for  the  interruptions  of  piratical 
vessels  of  war,  which  were  much  to  be  dreaded. 
In  those  general  services,  the  fidelity  and  com- 
manding deportment  of  the  Count  Bergami  were 
also  a  great  addition  to  the  strength  and  effect  of 
what  may  be  termed  the  Guard  of  Honour :  for- 
tunately however  these  military  services  were  not 
called  into  action,  further  than  in  the  constant 
and  unremitting  exercise  of  their  professional 
vigilance. 

A  heavy  gale  of  wind  came  on  soon  after  Her 
Majesty's  embarkation,  which  produced  its  usual 
inconvenience  to  persons  not  accustomed  to  the 
sea.  The  polacca  was  beat  about  during  the 
whole  of  the  first  day  and  the  following  night ; 
and  we  were  at  length  compelled  to  seek  the 
shore  to  refit.  The  sea  was  still  rough,  with  high 
surges,  so  that  we  had  great  difficulty  in  reaching 
the  small  port  of  Saint-Jean-d'Acre.  ■ 

The  high  walls  of  the  pier  have  fallen  down  in 
an  irregular  manner;  but  a  part  of  the  breast- 
works, surmounted  by  battlements,  are  still  stand- 
ing. We  entered  by  a  breach,  to  avoid  the  surf 
which  covered  the  mole,  th^  work  of  the  Crusa- 
ders, with  its  foam. 

Saint-Jean-d'Acre,  the  ancient  Ptolemais^is 
surrounded  by  high  walls  and  deep  moats :  the 
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new  fortifications  now  form  a  double  enclosure, 
terrassed  and  flanked  by  bastions.  It  is  also  de- 
fended by  the  old  ramparts  thrown  up  by  the 
Christians,  and  by  the  recent  works  of  European 
engineers :  its  form  is  that  of  a  semi-circle,  having 
the  sea  in  front.  The  waves  break  on  the  towers 
with  which  the  beach  is  lined. 

In  this  city,  a  mixture  of  gothic  ruins  and  mo- 
dem constructions  is  every  where  to  be  seen : 
here,  a  church  in  an  entirely  ruinous  state  meets 
the  view  ;  there,  monasteries,  a  palace,  and  hos- 
pital, alike  abandoned ;  still  further,  a  new,  rich, 
and  elegant  mosque  ;  minarets,  the  bases  of  which 
rise  from  amid  heaps  of  rubbish ;  and,  lastly,  the 
seraglio,  the  gardens  of  which,  laid  out  in  terraces, 
separate  the  ramparts.  Sycamores,  orange-trees, 
and  the  finest  palms,  nod  their  heads  gracefully 
over  this  motley  assemblage ;  and  this  view  alone 
softens  the  sadness  and  disgust  which  a  residence 
at  Saint-Jean-d'Acre  inspires. 

The  streets  are  narrow  and  filthy  ;  the  houses, 
built  of  free-sione,  low,  huddled,  with  flat  roofs, 
and  small  doors,  resemble  prisons.  The  terraces 
of  the  difi*erent  habitations  communicate  with 
each  other  by  clumsy  arcades. 

The  European  consuls  reside  in  the  kans,  \^hich 
are  large  square  buildings  having  in  the  centre 
a  court,  and  which,  in  times  of  difficulty,  become 
fortresses.  In  the  interior,  the  ascent  to  the  up- 
per apartments  is  by  steep  and  narrow  staircases, 
which  scarcely  afford  a  passage  to  a  single  person  : 
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three  flights  of  wide  corridors,  opened  in  areades, 
face  the  court,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  foun- 
tain. 

Eight  or  ten  thousand  Turks,  Arabs,  Jews,  and 
Christians,  are  to  be  seen  parading  the  streets  ai 
Saint-Jean-d'Acre,  and  the  infected  bazars,  with 
an  aspect  at  once  savage  and  sombre.  The  senses 
each  in  its  turn,  are  disagreeably  affected  by  the 
most  hideous  deformities :  beings,  who  seem  to 
have  risen  from  their  graves,  crawl  about  half 
naked,  wrapped  up  in  large  blankets  of  a  dirty 
white,  striped  with  black,  and  the  head  muffled  in 
rags  which  serve  as  a  turban.  At  each  step,  at 
the  side  of  the  victims  of  ophthalmia,  were  to  be 
seen  the  victims  of  tyrannous  cruelty,  either  blind, 
or  wretches  without  a  nose,  and  without  ears. 
This  assemblage  of  men,  sluggish,  miserable,  and 
disgusting,  may  be  constantly  seen  lying  in  the 
sun  beneath  the  walls  of  the  gardens  of  the  serag- 
lio. Soliman  Pacha,  who  inhabits  this  palace, 
seldom  stirs  abroad  to  show  himself  to  Uie  public : 
this  successor  of  Gezzar,  deaf  to  the  cries  of  ui 
unfortunate  population,  spends  his  life  in  myrtle 
groves,  beneath  the  shade  of  plantains  watered 
by  deep  and  limpid  brooks. 

Her  Majesty  was  invited  to  an  audience  of  the 
Pacha,  which  we  attended.  We  found  Soliman 
squatted  at  one  extremity  of  a  sofa  embroidered 
with  gold,  his  officers  and  mamelouks  being  all 
assembled  on  the  occasion :  they  were  silent  and 
attentive,  with  their  hands  laid  across  the  breast. 
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and  scarcely  dared  to  smile  at  the  jests  of  a  buf- 
foon vfho  was,  it  would  seem,  a  great  court  fa- 
vourite.   The  Pacha  seated  Her  Majesty  at  his 
side,  and  smoked.    He  politely  granted  what  was 
asked  of  him,  through  the  medium  of  the  drago* 
man.     Coffee  was  served  up   in  gold  cups  set 
round  with  diamonds,  with  which  the  pipe  and 
poignard  of  Soliman  were  covered.    He  put  but 
few  questions  to  the  retinue ;  but  insisted  that  we 
should  inspect  the  new  fortifications  of  Saint- 
Jean-d'Acre,   and  his  Arabian  breed  of  horses, 
which  seemed  to  interest  him  most  particularly. 
Wherever  my  curiosity  led  me,  I  stopped  to  make 
sketches,  and,  among  them,  that  of  Saint-Jean- 
d'Acre,  at  the  very  spot  where  this  city  was  un- 
successfully cannonaded  by  the  French  troops 
under  Buonaparte.  With  the  help  of  the  English, 
Gezza  Pacha  sustained  a  vigorous  and  well  di- 
rected fire,  and  the  most  desperate  assaults  :  the 
capture  of  Saint-Jean-d' Acre  was  to  be  the  signal 
to   sixty  thousand  Druses  to  join  the    French 
troops ;  and  it  is  probable  that  this  would  have 
decided  the  fate  of  the  Turkish  empire. 

The  foreign  consuls  feel  the  necessity  of  afford- 
ing each  other  a  mutual  aid  against  such  a  go- 
vernment, and  live  together  accordingly  on  the 
most  amicable  terms. 

Her  Majesty  visited  a  Greek  merchant,  who  re- 
ceived us  in  an  elegant  saloon  furnished  in  the 
Turkish  style :  his  wife  and  children,  seated  on 
a  very  low  and  wide  divan,  or  ottoman,  were 
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dressed  in  the  Tuikish  costume,  with  fillets,  orna- 
mented with  sequins,  bound  round  the  head.  They 
wore  velvet  robes  embroidered  with  gold ;  and 
their  hair,  in  tresses  and  perfumed,  hung  on  the 
Moulders.  Two  of  the  young  ladies  were  pretty, 
but  listless,  and.  motionless  as  statues,  insomuch 
that  at  first  sight  one  would  scarcely  have  sus- 
pected them  to  be  animated  beings. 

Our  vessel  refitted,  and  Her  Majesty  recovered 
from  the  fatigue  of  the  gale  we  had  encountered, 
we  again  embarked,  and  sailed  with  a  fair  wind 
and  encouraging  weather.  The  following  day, 
however,  the  wind  again  failing,  we  were  in  an 
uncomfortable  and  dangerous  situation,  from  the 
heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  constant  appre- 
hension of  pirates.  This  state  of  uncertainty  and 
disagreeable  delay  continued  during  the  follow- 
ing four  or  five  days,  with  a  few  intervals  of  an 
enlivening  breeze,  which  however  seldom  lasted 
more  than  an  hour  at  a  time. 

.  The  consequences  of  the  delay  thus  occasioned 
now  began  to  shew  itself  in  the  usual  way  in  a 
failure  of  our  provision  stores,  which  obliged  us 
to  steer  for  the  island  of  Rhodes,  where  we  ar- 
rived on  the  1st  of  August. 

This  island  presented  us  with  nothing  of  interest 
more  than  has  already  been  communicated  to  the 
reader.  We  replenished  our  stores,  and  again 
put  to  sea  on  the  morning  of  the  3d.  We  had, 
during  the  early  part  of  this  day^  a  light  and 
fair  breeze^  which   in  the  evening   became  a 
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hewy  storm,  in  wkich  our  seamaaship  and  onr 
patience  was  once  put  to  a  severe  test.  After 
buffeting  with  this  obstruction  to  our  progress  for 
twelve  hours,  under  the  inconveniences  peculiar 
to  a  small  and  crowded  vessel,  we  arrived  off  the 
Isle  of  Candia,  where  we  were  once  more  corn** 
pelled  to  take  shelter  for  some  days,  and  make 
the  most  pleasant  use  of  the  detention,  by  re- 
freshing ourselves  from  the  heat  and  fatigues  of 
the  vessel  by  disembarking,  and  occupying  those 
few  days  in  a  hasty  view  of  that  interesting  island 
and  its  peculiarities. 

The  first  chain  of  Mount  Ida,  which  rises  in  the 
form  of  a  pyramid  to  the  south-west  of  Candia, 
serves  at  a  distance  as  a  land-mark  to  navigators 
who  wi^  to  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  that  town* 
The  little  island  of  Dia,  situated  to  the  east- 
ward, known  to  mariners  under  the  name  of 
Stan-Dia,  equally  concurs  to  guide  their  route: 
it  does  more,  it  affords  them  an  asylum  in  the  three 
roadsteads  which  it  has  in  its  southern  quarter. 

The  harbour  of  Candia  is  defended  from  the 
north  wind  by  rocks  on  which  has  been  built  a 
strong  jetty  parallel  to  the  coast ;  it  is  very  safe, 
and  might  contain  from  thirty  to  forty  merchant 
vessels,  if  it  were  dug  and  kept  in  order.  It  can 
at  this  time  receive  but  eight  or  ten,  and  those 
too  must  be  lightened  or  unloaded ;  for  there  are 
no  more  than  eight  or  nine  feet  of  water  in  the 
inside  of  the  harbour,  and  about  fifteen  at  its 
entrance.    Tlie  Turks,  who  enjoy  every  where 
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with  the  indifference  of  a  tenant ;  the  Turks,  who 
make  every  thing  worse,  and  never  anything 
better,  suffer  it  to  be  choked  up  from  day  to  day, 
without  employing  themselves  on  the  means  of 
clearing  it;  which  would,  nevertheless,  be  very 
easy,  the  bottom  being  of  sand  and  mud. 

In  front  of  the  jetty,  to  the  left  on  entering, 
are  arsenals,  which  are  allowed  to  fall  into  de- 
cay :  these  were  constructed  by  the  Venetians  in 
1552,  to  judge  of  them  from  the  date  put  under- 
neath the  arms  of  the  Republic.  They  suffered 
greatly  at  the  time  of  the  siege  of  this  place  by 
the  Turks,  in  1667,  1668^  and  1669 ;  some  even 
have  lost  a  great  part  of  their  roof.  These  ar- 
senals, to  the  number  of  ten,  are,  properly  speak- 
ing, nothing  more  than  docks,  which  that  indus- 
trious and  trading  people  had  constructed  for 
building  gallies,  and  for  putting  them  under  cover 
when  they  were  laid  up . 

From  the  harbour  the  entrance  into  the  town 
is  by  a  gate,  which  is  shut  at  night.  Walls  of  a 
solid  construction,  a  good  ditch,  and  some  ad- 
vanced works,  defend  this  place  very  well  by 
isnd.  The  houses  are  better  built  than  all  those 
which  we  have  hitherto  seen,  if  we  except  Scio ; 
but  the  population  here  is  not  in  proportion  to  its 
extent.  Here  are  scarcely  reckoned  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  Turks,  two  or  three  thousand  Greeks, 
and  about  sixty  Jews.  The  Greeks  who  inhabited 
it,  before  it.  submitted  to  the  Turks,  followed 
the  Venetians  at  the  time  of  the  capitulatk^n,  or 
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made  their  escape  into  the  country.  They  came 
not  in  past  time  vrithont  trembling,  to  settle  in 
a  town  where  their  existence  is  incessantly  threat- 
ened by  the  Janizaries,  and  their  fortune  very 
frequently  invaded  by  the  Pachas. 

Candia  is  situated  on  a  lawn  of  no  great  eleva- 
tion. The  ground,  supported  towards  the  sea  by 
a  strong  wall  built  on  rocks,  affords  an  agreeable 
walk.  Here  are  seen  several  pieces  of  cannon, 
with  the  arms  of  Venice,  capable  of  defending 
by  sea  the  approaches  to  the  place.  The  seraglio 
of  the  Pacha  stands  on  the  opposite  side, -and 
occupies  the  site  on  which  was  built  the  palace 
of  the  Proveditor.  The  handsomest  churches,: 
damaged  by  the  siege,  have  been  repaired  and 
converted  into  mosques.  The  houses  constructed 
by  the  Venetians  have  disappeared  for  a  long 
while  :  but  the  fortifications  have  been  carefully 
kept  up,  so  much  importance  does  the  Porte 
annex  to  the  preservation  of  the  island. 

The  name  of  Candia,  which  this  town  bears  at 
the  present  time,  is  derived  from  the  Saracen 
word  chandax,  which  signifies  entrenchment,  be- 
cause it  was  in  this  place  that  the  Saracens  en- 
trenched themselves  when  they  came  to  make 
the  conquest  of  the  island,  under  the  Emperor 
Michael  II.  surnamed  the  stammerer. 

In  1654,  the  Turks  got  possession  of  Canea, 
Retimo,  and  all  the  island  of  Crete ;  but  they 
were  unable  to  make  themselves  mastei^  of  the 
forts,  and  the  town  of  Candia.  Mahoitiet  IV.  who 
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was  senable  that  he  should  never  be  the  quiet 
possessor  of  this  important.island,  as  long  as  the 
Venetians  should  occupy  the  capital,  in  1667  sent 
his  vizier  Acbmet  Kuperli  with  a  considerable 
army,  in  order  to  lay  siege  to  it.  The  Venetians, 
still  masters  of  the  harbour  and  of  the  sea,  pre- 
served the  power  of  transmitting  succours  of 
every  kind  ;  and  the  place  well  fortified  and  vigo- 
rously defended,  was  capable  of  resisting  for  a 
long  time  all  the  efforts  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

The  army  of  the  besiegers  had  been  several 
times  reinforced :  already  were  reckoned  upwards 
of  one  hundred  thousand  Turks  who  had  perished 
at  the  foot  of  the  walls  by  the  fire  of  the  ptace, 
or  by  the  explosion  of  'mines.  The  Venetians 
received  fresh  succours  from  France,  which  would 
undoubtedly  have  obliged  the  Turks  to  retire, 
when  the  town,  under  the  command  of  Morosini, 
capitulated,  through  the  artifice  of  a  Greek  in  the 
service  of  the  Porte,  after  a  siegje  of  two  years 
and  a  half^  and  the  loss  of  thirty  thousand  men, 
Venetians^  Piedmontese  and  French. 

The  environs  of  Candia  present  a  few  fertile 
plains,  cultivated,  and  some  rising  grounds,  sus- 
ceptible of  being  so.  At  a  little  distance  to  the 
south  is  seen  an  insulated  mountain  in  the  form 
of  a  pyramid,  at  the  foot  of  which  one  passes  in 
going  to  visit  the  ruins  of  Gdrtyna :  the  Euro- 
peans know  it  by  the  name  of  Jupiter's  mountain. 
To  the  south-west,  Mount  Ida,  covered  with  snow 
almost  all  the  year,  throws  out,  on  one  side,  some 
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branches  towards  the  town;  and  on  the  other 
runs  to  join  the  mountains  of  Sphachia,  in  like 
manner  covered  with  snow  during  eight  or  nine 
months  of  the  year. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  day  after  our  arrival 
at  this  island,  we  once  more  ventured  on  the  most 
uncertain  element,  and  made  sail  with  a  favorable 
wind  for  Zante,  but  after  a  trip  of  one  day  under 
circumstances  as  pleasant,  or  rather  as  little  un- 
pleasant as  in  our  present  singularly  inconvenient 
and  confined  situation,  in  our  small  and  crowded 
vessel,  we  could  expect ;  we  found  the  wind  be- 
come contrary  to  our  intended  course,  and  were 
therefore  compelled  to  change  our  course  for 
Sicily  ;  and  by  good  fortune  we  made  the  port  of 
Syracuse  without  material  accident  or  interrup- 
tion on  the  20th,  as  it  may  well  be  imagined  to 
Her  Majesty's  great  satisfaction,  and  to  the  joy 
of  every  member  of  the  suite.  Indeed  the  fatigues 
and  disheartening  delays  of  the  latter  part  of  our 
peregrination,  was  more  severe  than  any  we  had 
experienced,  and  began  to  make  inroad  as  well 
in  Her  Majesty's  hitherto  unconquerable  health 
and  spirits,  as  in  that  of  her  faithful  followers. 
This  was  the  first  Christian  community  ffre  had 
beheld  during  a  long  time,  and  was  doubly  wel- 
come to  our  hearts  and  feelings,  heightened  as 
they  were  by  such  repeated  bafiiings,  and  delays 
of  dangerous  complexion. 
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Her  Majesty^  on  her  return  to  a  Christian  Country, 
attends  Divine  Service  in  public,  to  offer  Thanks- 
giving  for  the  Consummation  of  tier  perilous 
Journeys  by  Sea  and  Land. — Facts  and  Circum- 
stances relating  to  the  Barbary  Pirates. — Put  to 
Sea  from  Syracuse. — Her  Majesty  engages  the 
convoy  of  an  Austrian  Frigate. — Catania. — 3fes- 
sina. — Quarantine. — Arrival  in  the  Bay  of  Na- 
pies. — Arrival  at  Gaeta. — Terradna. — Landing 
by  special  permission  of  His  Holiness  the  Pope — 
Her  Majesty  has  an  Audience  of  the  Pope — 
Leaves  Rome  for  Milan. — Route — Florence — 
Bologna  — Modena — Parma — Milan —  Arrival 
at  Her  Majesty  s  Filla  UEste. 

On  our  safe  landing  in  the  port  of  Syracuse, 
Her  Majesty  in  the  true  spirit  of  piety  and  hu- 
mility, free  from  the  trammels  and  inflation  of 
worldly  pride,  hastened  to  throw  herself  before 
that  Almighty  Power  which  had  so  manifestly 
])rotected  her.  Her  Majesty  and  her  whole  suite 
attended  divine  service  in  public,  to  return  thanks 
for  her  safety  through  the  perils  of  her  under- 
taking, for  assuredly,  it  was  his  all-powerful  hand 
that  preserved  us  in  safety  from  the  dangers 
which  had  threatened  us.  We  had  escaped  the 
plague,  the  plunderings  of  banditti,  the  fear  of 
assassination  frpm  fanatical  savages,  and  what  is 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BARBAROUS  PIRATES.  695 

perhaps  really  more  formidable  than  all  these, — 
the  pirates.  The  massacres  which  took  place  in 
T4ini8  after  we  left,  gave  us  reason  to  be  thankful 
for  our  escape  thence,  and  the  fact  is  well  known 
that  five  brigs  of  war  were  fitted  out,  from  the 
Goletta,  for  the  express  purpose  of  piracy  :  these 
pirates  were  well  aware  that  Her  Majesty  had 
diamonds  and  considerable  sums  of  money  in  her 
possession,  and  were  actu'ally,  as  we  were  after- 
wards informed,  in  continual  pursuit  of  us.  Had 
they  overtaken  us,  we  could  not  have  made  any 
effectual  defence,  our  vessel  carrying  only  six 
guns,  whilst  they  had,  each  of  them,  thirteen. 

Her  Majesty  had  always  expressed  a  hope,  in 
opposition  to  the  opinion  of  her  military  servants, 
that  these  barbarians,  if  they  chanced  to  come 
upon  us,  mici^ht  be  satisfied  with  the  seizure  of 
our  property  only,  which  she  would  in  such  a 
case  been  well  content  to  have  sacrificed.  But 
it  was  justly  apprehended,  because  it  is  noto- 
riously their  infamous  practice,  that  after  having 
carried  off  all  the  valuables,  together  with  all 
persons  ^hose  captivity  may  either  gratify  their 
spleen  or  revenge,  or  promise  ransom,  to  massacre 
the  rest,  and  bum  or  sink  the  vessel.  Once  within 
their  grasp,  escape  is  a  miracle.  They  were  al- 
ways in  pursuit  of  our  vessel,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
comprehend  how  we  escaped  them. 

One  of  the  pirate  brigs  had  been  captured  at 
Scio,  and  two  others  at  Saint-Jean-d'Acre ;  thus 
there  were  two  still  at  sea,  and  these  were  com- 
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mitting  great  ravages.  Whilst  we  were  off  Cy- 
prus, an  Eoglish  brig  was  brought  in,  which  had 
been  taken  possession  of  by  these  wretches ;  all 
the  unhappy  crew  had  been  decapitated,  and  the 
vessel  was  driving  about  at  the  mercy  of  the  sea. 
When  we  were  between  Zante  and  Candia,  one 
of  these  corsairs  was  seen  in  actual  chase  of  us. 
Our  consternation  may  be  more  easily  imagined 
than  described !  our  lights  were  extinguished  to 
prevent  their  keeping  us  in  sight  during  the 
night,  and  our  course  suddenly  changed.  The 
precautions  happily  had  their  effect,  for  at  day- 
break, to  our  great  delight,  the  barbarians  were 
no  longer  in  sight.  At  the  time  Her  Majesty 
left  Tunis,  she  was  fully  informed  of  the  great 
danger,  and  most  seriously  entreated  by  every 
one  not  to  go  among  the  islands  of  the  Grecian 
Archipelago,  because  they  were  infested  by  pi- 
rates, even  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  Algerine 
corsairs.  These  pirates  navigate  long  and  nar- 
row boats  with  twenty-five  or  thirty  oars  :  when 
the  breeze  amidst  the  islands  dies  away,  they 
conceal  themselves,  and  during  the  obscurity  of 
the  night  skim  and  dart  along  with  such  rapidity 
with  their  oars,  and  under  their  black  banners, 
that  nothing  can  escape  them  which  is  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  come  within  their  sight.  The  des- 
perate determination  with  which  they  attack  ves- 
sels of  equal  or  even  much  superior  numerical 
force,  is  only  equalled  by  the  dauntless  intre- 
pidity with  which  in  a  bark  frequently  not  more 
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sea-worthy  than  a  large  canoe,  venture  for  their 
prey  in  the"  most  dangerous  seas,  and  in  gales 
which  would  deter  a  stout  vessel.  There  is  in 
fact  no  part  of  the  Archipelago,  which  these 
savages  will  not  traverse  in  these  slight  and  swift 
boats,  and  in  the  most  tempestuous  weather.    ' 

On  the  27th  Her  Majesty  put  to  sea  again,  but 
to  encounter  new  dangers.  We  had  been  in- 
formed that  some  Algerines  were  cruising  off  Si- 
cily, and  that  they  had  chased  a  small  vessel 
into  the  port  of  Syracuse;  and.  Her  Majesty 
therefore  engaged  an  Austrian  frigate  to  convoy 
us.  By  an  unparalleled  and  fortunate  circum- 
stance, when  we  passed  Catania,  these  corsairs 
were  themselves  short  of  water,  and  had  gone  on 
shore  to  procure  it,  and  thus  we  escaped  them 
once  more.  As  they  were  then  at  war  with  the 
English,  to  have  made  capture  of  Her  Majesty 
would  have  been  a  fine  piece  of  good  fortune  for 
them. 

At  length,  on  the  31st,  we  safely  entered  the 
Straits  of  Messina,  and  in  the  evening  cast'  an- 
chor in  the  port.  We  had  flattered  ourselves 
that  we  should  be  suffered  to  land  here  without 
performing  quarantine,  but  in  vain ;  on  the  7th 
therefore  we  again  made  sail,  and,  coasting  the 
shores  of  Calabria,  on  the  12th  came  in  sight  of 
the  Isle  of  Capri,  in  the  bay  of  Naples. 

The  sight  of  this  most  beautiful  bay,  with  its 
many  delightful  objects,  could  not  but  bring  with 
it  pleasant  associations:   after  the  iriisome  and 
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perilous  voyage  we  had  struggled  through,  the 
bay  of  Naples,  in  all  its  native  placidity  and 
brilliancy,  appeared  to  us  the  most' delightful 
prospect  we  had  beheld. 

On  the  evening  of  the  I3th  we  quitted  the  bay 
of  Naples,  in  a  tremendous  gale,  with  thunder 
and  lightning ;  but  the  gale  being  in  our  favour, 
we  made  what  advantage  of  it  we  might.  On  the 
14th  we  came  in  sight  of  Gaeta,  and  arrived  at 
Terracina,  the  first  town  of  the  Roman  state. 

Her  Majesty  made  an  immediate  application 
to  the  Pope,  for  his  permission  to  land  without 
performing  quarantine,  and  we  proceeded  to  Capo 
d'Anzi.  The  answer  of  his  Holiness  reached  us 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  and  we  landed, 
full  of  gratitude  for ,  our  escapes,  and  of  anxiety 
for  repose. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  we  arrived  at  Home, 
little  dispirited  with  our  fatigues,  now  that  all 
actual  and  threatening  dangers  had  subsided; 
and  on  the  16th  Her  Majesty  was  invited  to  an 
audience  of  his  Holiness,  at  the  splendid  palace 
of  Moiite  Cavallo,  to  which  Her  Majesty's  suite 
had  also  the  honour  of  an  attendance,  and  to  kiss 
the  hand  of  his  Holiness* 

The  ceremonial  of  an  audience  of  the  Pope  is 
curious,  and  as  regards  catholics  worthy  of  re- 
mark. Whenever  he  appears  in  public,  or  is 
approached. even  in  private,  his  person  is  encir- 
cled with  reverence  and  with  majesty.  In  public, 
a  large  silver  cross  raised  on  high  is  carried  be- 
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fore  him,  and  a  sacred  banner;  the  church  bells 
ring  as  he  passes,  and  all  kneel  in  his  sight. 
When  he  officiates  at  the  patriarchal  Basilics  he 
is  carried  from  his  apartments  in  the  adjoining 
palace  to  the  church  in  a  chair  of  state,  though 
in  the  chancel  his  throne  is  merely  an  ancient 
episcopal  chair,  raised  only  a  few  steps  above  the 
seats  of  the  cardinals  or  clergy.  In  private,  ^s  the 
pontifical  palaces  are  vast  and  magnificent,  there 
are  perhaps  more  apartments  to  be  traverse^],  and 
greater  appearances  of  splendour  in  the  approach 
to  his  person,  than  in  an  introduction  to  any  other 
sovereign.  In  his  antichamber,  a  prelate  in  full 
robes  is  always  in  waiting,  and  when  the  bell 
rings,  the  door  of  the  pontificial  apaitment  opens, 
and  the  Pope  is  seen  in  a  chair  of  state,  with  a 
little  table  before  him.  The  person  presented, 
kneels  once  at  the  threshold,  again  in  the  middle 
of  the  room,  and  lastly,  at  the  feet  of  the  Pontiff, 
who,  according  to  circumstances,  allows  him  to 
kiss  the  cross  embroidered  on  his  shoes,  or  pre- 
sents his  hand  to  raise  him.  The  Pontiff  then 
converses  with  him  a  short  time,  and  dismisses 
him  with  some  slight  present  of  beads,  or  medals, 
as  a  memorial.  The  ceremony  of  genuflexion  is 
repeated,  and  the  doors  close. 

Her  Majesty's  safe  arrival  in  Rome  was  hailed 
with  great  joy  by  the  resident  nobility,  and  her 
immediate  and  intimate  friends ;  and  Her  Majesty 
after  receiving  a  few  visits  of  congratulation, 
directed,  with    her  usual  consideration,  eighty 
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louis  d^ors  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  Romei 
w  a  token  of  her  gratitude  to  heaven  for  her 
prosperous  journey  and  safe  return. 

Her  Majesty  departed  from  Rome  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  17th,  and  on  the  18th  made  a  short  stay 
at  Viterbo.  During  the  night  of  the  18lh,  we 
passed  through  the  town  of  Sienna,  and  proceeded 
on  the  19th  to  Florence*  In  this  lovely  and  at- 
tractive city,  Her  Majesty  made  a  stay  of  two 
days,  during  which  we  had  again  an  opportunity 
of  enjoying  the  delightful  views  and  prospects  df 
the  place,  but  which  we  need  not  here  repeat. 

On  the  23d,  Her  Majesty  arrived  at  Bologna, 
where  a  slight  indisposition  from  fatigue  com- 
pelled a  stay  of  a  few  .days,  which  afforded  us 
time  to  make  a  slight  survey  of  the  city,  the  more 
desirable  as  we  had  not  passed  through  or  near 
this  importajat  place  in  our  former  journey  through 
Italy  ;  nor,  from  Her  Majesty's  expressed  intea^ 
tion  of  devoting  some  time,  immediately  on  her 
arrival,  to  building,  beautifying,  and  general  im- 
provement of  the  Villa  D'Este  and  its  vicinity, 
was  there  any  probability .  of  any  jouraey  being 
projected,  iu  the  direction  of  Bologna  for  some 
time. 

Hie  traveller,  as  he  rolls  along  the  Via  Emilia, 
from  Modena  to  Bologna,  amidst  scenes  of  the 
neatest  cultivation  and  most  luxuriant  fertility, 
will  recollect  that  the  very  fields  which  spread 
around  him,  the  very  country  he  is  traversing, 
was  the  bloody  theatre  of  the  last  unavailing 
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efforts  of  Roman  liberty.  The  interview  of  the 
Triumvirs  took  place  in  an  island  formed  by  the 
Rhenus,  at  a  little  distance  from  Bologna.  As  the 
river  is  small,  and  the  island  observable  only  on 
examination,  the  traveller  generally  passes  with- 
out being  aware  of  the  circumstance.  The  stream 
still  retains  its  ancient  name^  and  is  called  the 
Rheno. 

From  Modena  to  Bologna,  the  distance  is  three 
stages,  about  twenty-four  miles  :  about  six  miles 
from  the  former  town  is  Fort  Urbano,  erected  by 
Pope  Urban  viii.  to  mark  and  defend  the  en- 
trance into  the  ecclesiastical  state.  Bologna  was 
a  Roman  colony,  though  it  retains  few  or  no 
traces  of  its  antiquity,  and  is  a  rich,  populous, 
extensive,  and  most  flourishing  city.  Its  history 
is  contained  in  a  few  words.  First,  great  and 
prosperous  under  its  founders,  then  in  the  suc- 
ceeding revolutions  of  the  empire,  pillaged,  de- 
stroyed, and  rebuilt;  sometimes  enslaved,  and 
sometiflaes  free,  it  underwent  and  survived  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  barbarous  ages.  At  last,  after 
various  contests  with  the  neighbouring  states, 
and  with  their  own  tyrants,  the  inhabitants  of 
Bologna  made  a  voluntary  submission  to  Pope 
Nicolas  in.  in  1278,  and  afterwards  to  John  xxii. 
in  1327,  which  they  have  frequently  renewed 
since,  at  different  periods. 

The  streets  in  Bologna  are  narrow,  and  the  ex- 
terior of  the  public  buildings  by  no  means  pro- 
portioned to  the  fame  and  opulence  of  the  city. 
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The  cathedral  is  a  modern  edifice,  of  Roman  ar 
chitecture,  but  in  a  bad  style ;  the  inside  is  light, 
and  though  it  did  not  appear  so  to  me,  is  con- 
sidered by  several  connoisseurs,  as  beautiful.  One 
altar  erected  by  the  late  bishop,  of  tbe  finest 
marbles,  chastest  decorations,  and  best  propor- 
tions, cannot  fail  to  attract  the  eye  of  the  obser- 
ver ;  it  is  exquisite  in  its  kind,  and  appeared  to 
us  almost  the  only  object  in  the  cathedral  worth 
attention.  The  church  of  St.  Peftronius  is  con- 
sidered as  the  principal  church.  It  is  gothic,  of 
great  extent  and  antiquity,  and  though  not  beau- 
tiful, is  celebrated,  as  well  for  the  several  grand 
ceremonies  which  have  been  performed  in  it, 
such  as  the  coronation  of  Charles  v.  by  Pope 
Clement  vii.  as  for  the  meridian  of  the  famous 
Astronomer  Cassini,  traced  on  its  pavement.  It 
was  built  about  the  year  440,  but  rebuilt  in  a  very 
different  style  in  1390,  and  seems  still  to  remain 
in  a  great  degree  unfinished.  Of  the  public  build- 
ings of  Bologna,  the  church  of  La  Madonna  di  S. 
Luca,  deserves  a  particular  visit.  This  magnifi- 
cent church  stands  on  a  high  hill,  a))out  five  miles 
from  Bologna.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross, 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  crowned  with  a  dome. 
As  the  people  of  Bologna  have  a  peculiar  devo- 
tion to  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  crowds  flock  from 
all  quarters  to  this  her  sanctuary,  for  their  ac- 
commodation in  all  seasons  and  in  all  weather, 
a  portico  has  been  carried  from  the  gates  of  the 
city  up  the  hill  to  the  very  entrance  of  the  tem- 
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pie,  or  rather  to  the  square  before  it.  This  im- 
mense building  was  raised  by  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  persons  of  every  class  in  Bologna  : 
the  richer  erected  one  or  more  arches,  according  to 
their  means ;  the  middling  classes  gave  their  pe- 
caniary  aid  in  proportion;  and  the  poorest  in- 
sisted on  contributing  their  labour  to  the  grand 
undertaking.  It  is  in  reality  a  most  noble  monu- 
ment of  public  piety,  and  alone  sufficient  to  prove 
that  the  spirit  and  magnificence  of  the  ancient 
Romans  still  animate  the  modern  Italians,  and 
may^in  a  fortunate  combination  of  circumstances, 
once  more  blaze  out  in  all  their  pristine  glory. 
The  church  is  of  a  fine  and  well-proportioned 
form,  rich  in  marbles,  but  overloaded,  as  we  ima- 
gined, with  ornaments.  It  is  needless  to  add, 
that  from  such  an  elevation  the  view  is  beautiful, 
lost  on  one  side  in  the  windings  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Apennines,  and  extending  on  the  other  over 
a  plain  of  immense  extent,  and  unparalleled 
population  and  fertility. 

The  two  brick  towers^  Degli  Asinelli  and  Dei 
Garisendi,  are  deformed  monuments  of  a  barba- 
rous age,  and  remarkable  only  for  their  unmean- 
ing elevation,  and  dangerous  deviation  from  the 
perpendicular.  Bologna  is  decorated  with  many 
palaces  of  vast  extent,  and  some  few  of  noble 
architecture. 

These  palaces,  and  indeed  all  the  churches 
and  public  buildings  in  Bologna,  ai^e  ornamented 
with  a  profusion  of  paintings  by  the  first  Italian 
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masters.  In  fact  no  city  in  Europe  has  giveii 
more  encourageinent  to  painting,  or  contribnted 
more  to  its  perfection,  than  Bologna  ;  no  one  has 
produced  a  greater  number  of  illustrious  painters, 
or  enjoyed  a  higher  reputation  in  the  art,  than 
its  well  known  school.  To  perpetuate  the  skill 
and  the  honours  of  this  school,  an  academy  has 
been  established,  under  the  title  of  the  Clemen- 
tine academy,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  emi- 
nent professors  to  direct,  and  medals  and  pre- 
miums to  animate  and  reward,  the  zeal  of  the 
young  artists.  Public  instructions  are  given 
gratis,  models  furnished,  accommodations  sup- 
plied, and  every  possible  encouragement  afforded 
to  attract  scholars,  and  enable  them  to  develope 
and  perfect  their  talents.  This  excellent  insti- 
tution, so  Well  calculated  to  preserve  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  school  of  Bologna,  originated  in  the 
.beginning  of  the  last  century,  and  has  already 
produced  several  artists  of  considerable  reputa- 
tion ;  among  whom  we  may  rank  its  first  presi- 
dent, Carlo  Cignani.  The  halls  and  apartments 
of  this  academy  are  very  spacious,  and  form  part 
of  the  palace  belonging  to  the  institution.  This 
latter  establishment,  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
of  the  kind  in  Italy,  or  perhaps  in  the  world, 
occupies  an  immense  and  very  noble  edifice, 
where  the  various  arts  and  sciences  have  their 
respective  halls,  decorated  in  a  grand  style,  and 
furnished  with  appropriate  apparatus. 

In  the  same  palace,  are  a  library  containing 
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at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  volumes, 
open  to  the  public  six  days  in  the  week ;  an  ob- 
^servatory,  furnished  with  an  excellent  astrono- 
mical apparatus ;  a  vast  chemical  laboratory ;  a 
cabinet  of  natural  history ;  an  experimental  cabi- 
net, with  all  kinds  of  instruments  for  physical 
operations  ;  two  halls  of  architecture,  one  for  the 
civil,  the  other  for  the  military  branches  of  this 
art ;  a  marine  hall ;  a  gallery  of  antiques,  ano- 
ther of  statues,  a  third  of  paintings ;  a  hall  of 
anatomy  and  midwifery,  celebrated  for  a  remark- 
able collection  of  wax  figures,  representing  the 
female  form  in  all  the  stages,  and  in  all  the  inci- 
dents of  parturition.     Almost  all  these  halls  are 
adorned  with  pictures  and  paintings  In  fresco,  on 
the  walls  and  ceilings,  and  form  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  abodes  ever  consecrated  to  the  arts 
and  sciences. 

Bologna  owes  this  superb  establishment  to  one 
of  its  citizens,  General  Count  Marsigli,  who,  after 
having  passed  many  years  in  the  Imperial  ser- 
vice, returned  to  his  country,  and  devoted  the  re- 
mainder of  hi^  days,  his  talents,  and  his  fortune, 
to  the  propagation  of  the  aits  and  sciences  in  its 
bosom.  He  bestowed  upon  it  his  valuable  collec- 
tions of  every  kind,  and  by  his  exertion^  formed 
a  society  of  men  of  the  first  talents  and  repu- 
tation in  each  art  and  science,  which  assumed  the 
name  of  Instituto  di  Bologna. .  • 

An  Englishman,  accustomed  fo  the  rich  endow- 
]3aents  of  his  own  country,  will  hear  with  astonish- 
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ment,  that  this  grand  establishment,  so  well  fur- 
nished with  all  the  materials  of  science,  and  so 

* 

well  supplied  with  professors  of  the  first  abilities 
and  reputation,  does  not  possess  an  annual  income 
of  seven-hundred  poun4s  a  year;  and  his  sur- 
prise will  increase,  when  it  is  added,  that  the 
want  of  a  larger  income  has  hitherto  been  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  the  zeal  and  indefatigable 
assiduity  of  the  governors  and  professors. 

From  the  Institution  we  naturally  pass  to  the 
University,  the  glory  of  Bologna,  and  equal  if 
not,  as  the  Bolognese  pretend,  superior  in  anti- 
quity, and  once  in  reputation,  to  the  most  cele- 
brated academies  in  Europe. 

This  ancient  and  interesting  city  has  been 
styled  melancholy,  by  many;  yet,  surely  with 
injustice.  Its  character  is  certainly  serious,  but 
not  without  a  beneficent  cheerfulness  peculiar  to 
the  south.  The  colonnades,  which  generally  run 
under  the  houses  on  both  sides  of  the  streets,  give 
it,  perhaps,  a  monotonous  appearance,  yet  they 
are  a  great  comfort  to  the  inhabitants.  Besides, 
there  are  single  houses  as  well  as^hqle  rows  of 
them,  which  are  distinguished  by  their  neat  co- 
lumns, fine  arches,  and  just  proportions.  The 
former  wealth  of  the  city  is  yet  perceptible  in  its 
large,  strong  houses,  palaces,  and  rich  churches ; 
and  it  contains  still  near  60,000  inhabitants,  and 
among  these  a  numerous  ancient  and  rich  nobility. 
Whilst  the  nigh^  of  bi^rbarism  reigned  over  all 
£urope,  Bologna  became  the  refuge  of  sciencei 
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and  its  ancient  university  was  so  much  visited, 
that  it  contained^  at  one  time,  12,000  students. 
Painting,  too,  formed  here  a  great  and  powerful 
school;  in  short,  every  art  and  science  found 
here,  at  all  times,  its  votaries  and  patrons  among 
both  sexes.  Nor  does  it  bear  its  surname  of  fruit- 
ful, unjustly ;  its  rich  soil  produces  every  thing 
which  is  needful  for  human  support.  The  public 
garden,  a  promenade  at  the  end  of  the  city, 
affords  a  fine  view  of  the  greater  part  of  it, 
and  of  its  fruitful  country.  On  seeing  the  num- 
bers of  poems  posted  on  almost  every  corner,  or 
every  cohimn  in  the  streets,  and  which  are  called 
forth  on  trifling  occasions,  one  would  think  that 
every  inhabitant  was* a  poet  They  are,  how- 
ever, only  equivalent  to  the  common  advertise- 
ments among  us ;  but  among  a  people  who  are 
almost  bom  with  a  genius  for  art,  and  a  knowledge 
of  her  forms,  they  are  more  readily  employed  for 
the  common  purposes  of  life,  and  they  make  a 
sonnet  with  as  much  facility  as  people  in  other 
countries  make  a  bow. 

The  chief  place  of  the  city.  Piazza  Maggiore,  is 
surrounded  by  old  buildings,  which,  without  being 
distinguished,  have  nevertheless  something  strik- 
ing and  even  grand  about  them.  The  Palazzo 
Publico  is  a  large  building,  which  would  be  more 
interesting  if  the  bronze  statue  of  Julius  II.  by 
M.  Angelo,  which  formerly  stood  here,  was  ex- 
tant. Opposite  this  is  what  is  called  the  Palace 
of  King  Enzio^  which,  though  old  and  a  little 
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dilapidated,  has  yet  a  venerable  appearance. 
Between  these  is  a  fountain,  with  the  famous 
Neptune  of  John  de  Bologna  on  it,  but  with  very 
little  water.  The  large  church  of  S.  Petronio, 
with  its  unfinished  front,  fills  the  third  side  of  the 
square,  which  i^  always  full  of  people.  On  the 
Piazza  Minore  are  the  two  steeples  of  Asinelli 
and  Qarisenda.  Both  are  extremely  old ;  the  first, 
above  300  feet  high,  but  scarcely  20  broad,  has  a 
very  proud  appearance.  The  other  is  144  high, 
but,  bending  on  one  side,  forys  an  angle  of  nine 
feet  out  of  the  perpendicular! 

The  cathedral  of  St.  Pietro,  an  edifice  of  modem 
architecture,  with  a  profusion  of  ornaments,  con- 
tains the  last  painting  of  L.  Carracci,  an  Annun- 
ciation, painted  al  fresco,  over  the  high  altar. 
This  painting  is  said  to  have  caused  the  artist's 
death,  on  his  perceiving,  after  the  scaffolding  had 
been  removed,  when  no  remedy  could  possibly  be 
applied,  that  the  drapery  about  the  angel's  feet 
did  not  agree  with  the  position  of  the  feet  them- 
selves. 

In  the  old  church  of  San  Petrino  Charles  V.  was 
crowned,  and  Cassini  the  astronomer  drew  his 
famous  meridian. 

In  the  Madonna  di  Galliera  is  a  fine  picture  by 
Albano.  The  child  Jesus,  standing  on  steps,  is 
looking  upwards  to  a  glory,  whilst  Mary  and 
Joseph  are  looking  up  to  him.  There  is  in  this 
composition  great  feeling  and  tenderness,  as  well 
as  simplicity. 
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The  church  of  S.  Salvatore  is  very  rich  in 
paintings,  but  there  is  one  by  Garofalo,  vrhich  far 
outshines  all  the  others.  John  the  Baptist,  as  a 
boy,  is  seen  kneeling  before  his  parents,  and,  full 
of  holy  inspiration,  seems  about  to  reveal  to 
them  his  high  destination,  which  is  indicated  by 
the  baptism  of  Jesus,  as  seen  in  a  distant  land- 
scape. A  bust  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  a  flagel- 
lation of  Christ,  with  small  figures,  are  also  wor- 
thy of  notice. 

The  convent  and  church  of  S.  Domenico  are 
perhaps  the  most  brilliant  in  Italy.  The  tomb  of 
the  saint  is  erected  in  a  splendid  chapel  of  the 
latter.  The  body  is  deposited  in  a  marble  coffin, 
upon  wlrich  his  life  and  miracles  are  sculptured 
in  basso-relievos.  Two  small  angels  of  marble, 
with  candlesticks,  are  keeling  before  this  coffin. 
The  one  is  insignificant,  bi^tthe  other  is  a  ne  plus 
ultra  of  beauty  and  tenderness,  and  this  by  Mi- 
chael Angelo  the  terrible.  The  fresco  painting 
on  the  cupola  is  by  Guido,  who  is  buried  here. 
The  chairs  in  the  choir  are  remarkai)le ;  at  first 
sight  one  imagines  them  to  be  covered  with  the 
most  beautiful  paintings,  but  in  fact  they  are  arti- 
ficially composed  of  wood.  This  unique  work 
proceeds  from  two  Lombard  monks.  In  the  church 
of  St.  Paolo  the  high  altar  foims  a  tribune,  upon 
which  are  two  figures  above  the  common  size, 
under  a  canopy ;  they  represent  St.  Paul  kneel- 
ing, and  the  executioner,  in  the  act  of  striking  off 
his  head,  standing  behind  him.    There  is  a  smoky 
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paradise  by  L.  Carracci,  and  the  salvation  of  souls 
from  purgatory  by  the  Virgin  and  the  Trinity ; 
but  these  are  not  of  so  much  value,  as  a  small 
lovely,  pious  Madona  with  the  infant.  Hiere  are 
many  other  fine  paintings,  but  one  in  the  chapel 
of  Bentivoglio,  surpasses  all  the  rest.  It  is  a 
Madona  between  angels  and  saints.  After  having 
seen  such  a  performance,  and  filled  with  the 
peace  and  innocence  which  it  breathes,  the  stormy 
and  boisterous  compositions  of  other  masters  ap- 
pear like  a  state  procession,  upon  which  we  turn 
our  backs  with  indifference. 

The  galleries  of  Bologna  are  very  grand.  The 
gallery  Marescalessi  is  very  rich.  The  anti-room 
contains  two  beautiful  figures  painted  on  the 
walls,  representing  Fire  and  Air ;  and  a  Medea 
renovating  Jason  in  the  bath.  As  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  paintings,  I  mention  St.  Mark 
examining  the  Venetian  Inquisition,  with  inscrip- 
tions on  the  pedestal,  by  Titian.  The  heads,  pro- 
bably portraits,  are  beautiful.  A  portrait  of  Christ 
bearing  a  glass  globe  ;  and  a  presentation  of  the 
Infant  in  the  temple.  A  kneeling  angel  in  a  flow- 
ing red  drapery,  bearing  a  censer,  is  attributed 
to  Albert  Durer.  On  a  chimney-piece  painted 
al  fresco,  by  Caracci,  Watchfulness  leaning 
against  a  column  with  the  cock.  The  apostles 
Peter  and  Paul  are  painted  with  uncommon 
energy,  and  bearing  an  uncommon  expression  of 
holiness  and  dignity.  An  unfinished  painting, 
with  figures  almost  as  large  as  life,  is  the  Judg- 


Di^itizedbyCiOOglC 


REMARKABLE  PICTURE.  711 

ment  of  Solomon;  the  women  and  some  other 
figures  are  remarkably  beautiful.  One  painting 
of  Correggio,  represents  St.  Peter,  Margarite, 
Magdalen,  and  Leonardus,  in  a  dark  wood,  in  all 
the  charms  of  this  master ;  but  a  second  one  of 
his  is  considered  as  the  crown  of  all  his  works^ — 
it  h  Christ  sitting  in  clouds  surrounded  by  a  glory 
and  supported  by  angels.  His  peaceful  counte- 
nance, breathing  inexpressible  mildness  and  clear- 
ness, but  at  the  same  time  tempered  with  gran- 
deur and  majesty,  is  surrounded  by  auburn  locks ; 
the  upper  part  of  his  body  is  naked,  and  his  arms 
are  half  opened,  as  if  to  bless  and  j^ress  the  whole 
vrorld  to  his  bosom.  A  white  drapery,  with  a 
red  shade  between, the  folds,  covers  his  lower 
parts.  There  is  a  warmth  and  a  heavenliness 
spread  over  the  whole  picture,  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  describe.  And  when  the  keeper  had  pur- 
posely nearly  darkened  the  room,  a  peculiar  light 
seemed  to  emanate  from  this  wonderful  painting. 
The  back-room  is  distinguished  by  an  admirably 
executed  Ecce  homo  (a  bust.) 

The  Scientific  Institution  of  Bologna  has  been 
united,  since  1714,  with  the  university.  The  edi- 
fice is  very  regular,  and  the  different  collections 
are,  for  the  most  part,  very  considerable.  Near 
the  yard^  below,  is  a  hall  with  instruments  and 
wax  preparations  for  midwifery.  In  a  corridor 
above  are  the  monuments  of  professors  who  once 
taught  experimental  philosophy  here.  The  phy- 
sical apparatus  fills  six  rooms,  and  the  anatomical 
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two ;  among  the  latter  are  some  famous  'wax  pre- 
parations. The  cabinet  of  natural  history  contains 
many  curious  specimens.  In  the  cabinet  of  mi- 
nerals there  are  many  volcanic  productions  and 
fossil  bones.  In  the  anti-room  of  the  library  are 
the  portraits  of  the  greatest  Bolognese  scholars. 
The  library,  said  to  contain  200,000  volumes,  is 
under  the  superintendence  of  one  of  the  greatest 
linguists  in  Italy.  The  remaining  apartments  con- 
tain the  archaeologic  museum,  presenting  spe- 
cimens of  the  arts  progressively  through  all 
ages.  One  great  room  is  entirely  appropriated 
to  the  ait  of  t|ie  middle  ages,  ruled,  as  it  were, 
by  the  colossal  copper  statue  of  some  pope  of 
the  twelfth  century.  Another  apartment  contains 
utensils  and  dresses  of  distant  nations ;  and  the 
last  (dedicated  to  architecture),  plans  and  ele- 
vations of  remarkable  buildings,  and  models  of 
columns,  famous  obelisks,  &c. 

On  the  top  of  the  building  is  an  observatory ; 
and,  at  a  little  distance,  the  botanical  garden. 

Leaving  Bologna,  which  Her  Majesty  had  been 
induced  to  visit,  because  she  had  wanted  oppor- 
tunity to  inspect  its  remarkable  and  valuable 
collections  in  our  former  short  stay  in  this  part 
of  Italy,  fler  Majesty  now  proceeded  to  Modena, 
which  still  lay  in  the  general  route  to  Milan. 
Being  cross  roads,  and  in  worse  condition  than 
the  direct  ones,  this  distance  occupied  us  two 
days,  being  near  forty  miles. 

The  city  of  Modena  presents    no  traces  of 
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antiquity;  in  fact,  it  has  been  the  scene  of  so 
many  bloody  contests,  has  been  so  often  de- 
stroyed, and  has  so  often  risen  from  its  ruins, 
that  not  only  no  vestige  of  its  former  splendour 
remains,  but  it  is  even  uncertain  whether  it 
occupies  the  same  site  as  the  ancient  city.  But 
whatever  might  have  been  its  strength  and  mag- 
nificence in  ancient  times,  they  have  been  pro- 
bably far  surpassed  by  its  present  prosperity. 
It  is  a  well  built  town,  its  streets  are  wide,  and 
several  of  its  public  edifices,  of  a  noble  appear- 
ance. Its  cathedral  is  Gothic,  and,  like  most 
of  its  churches,  rather  inferior  to  the  expectation 
naturally  excited  by  the  general  features  of  the 
town.  The  ducal  palace  is  of  vast  size;  and 
though  built  in  a  German,  that  is,  in  a  heavy 
and  fanciful  style  of  architecture,  is,  on  the  whole, 
rather  magnificent.  It  contains  several  hand- 
some apartments,  and,  what  still  more  merits  the 
attention  of  travellers,  a  gallery  of  paintings, 
a  noble  library,  and  a  numerous  collection  of 
pictures  by  the  first  masters.  ,^.:,^ 

The  arts  and  sciences,  but  more  particularly 
the  latter,  have  long  flourished  at  Modena,  under 
the  fostering  care  of  its  Pi-inces  of  the  house 
ofEste,  a  family  so  much  and  so  justly  celebrated 
for  its  generous  feelings  and  noble  munificence. 

Having  remained  one  day  in  Modena  merely 
to  recruit  Her  Majesty  after  the  fatigue  of  tra- 
velling, we  proceeded  without  further  delay  now 
on  the  direct  route  to  the  city  of  Parma,  in  which^ 

4  Y 
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although  contaiQing  much  to  admire,  we  did  not 
detaia  our  progress  longer  than  was  sufficient 
for  the  common  arrangements  of  our  joumeVi 
and  which  did  but  allow  a  part  of  the  suite  to 
make  a  hasty  perambulation  of  it. 

The  road  from  Modena  to  Parma  is  oa  the  Via 
Emilia.  This  road  was  made  about  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  years  before  the  Christian  era, 
has  been  kept  in  repair,  and  is  still  excellent.  We 
crossed  over  several  rivers,  and  passed  through 
some  pretty  towns  and  villages. 

The  country,  as  the  traveller  advances,  im- 
proves in  beauty,  and  if  not  in  fertility,  for  that 
seems  scarcely  possible,  at  least  in  the  neatness 
and  order  of  cultivation.  The  Apennines,  ad- 
vancing at  every  step,  present  their  bold  forms 
to  vary  the  dulness  of  the  plain ;  hedges  and 
neat  enclosures  mark  the  different  farms,  elms 
in  long  rows,  garlanded  with  vines,  separate  the 
fields;  and  villages,  each  with  a  magnificent 
church,  enliven  the  road  at  every  mile. 

This  city  is  large,  populous,  airy  and  clean, 
though  it  cannot  boast  of  any  very  striking  or 
regular  building.  The  cathedral  is  Saxon,  but 
is  lined  in  the  interior  with  Roman  architecture  ; 
its  dome  is  much  admired  for  the  beautiful  paint- 
ing with  which  it  is  adorned  by  Corregio.  The 
Baptistery  is  an  octagon,  in  the  same  style  as  the 
cathedral,  cased  with  marble,  and  ornamented 
with  various  arches  and  galleries.  The  Steccata 
is  the  most  regular  church  in  Parma  :  it  is  in  the 
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form  of  a  Greek  cross,  and  not  without  beauty. 
The  church  of  the  Capuchins  is  remarkable  only 
for  being  the  burial-place  of  the  celebrated  Alex- 
ander Pamese,  who  in  consequence  of  his  own 
directions,  lies  interred,  distinguished  only  from 
the  vulgar  dead  by  a  short  epitaph. 

The  palace  is  large,  but  irregular.  The  library  is 
well  furnished :  it  contains  the  Academia  de  belle 
Arti,  in  which  there  is  a  noble  hall,  adorned  with 
excellent  paintings,  and  several  ancient  statues 
found  in  the  ruins  of  Valleia.  In  this  hall,  the 
prince  used,  during  the  happier  asra  of  Parma,  to 
preside  over  the  assembled  academicians,  and 
distribute  prizes  in  the  various  arts.  In  the  same 
palace  is  the  celebrated  theatre,  magnificent  in 
its  size,  its  proportions,  its  form  and  its  decora- 
tions. It  is  modelled  on  the  ancient  plan,  like 
the  Olympic  theatre  at  Vicentia,  and,  like  it,  but 
on  a  much  greater  scale,  adorned  with  pillars, 
colonnades,  and  statues.  Unfortunately,  either  in 
consequence  of  the  many  revolutions  of  late  years, 
or  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  filling,  and  the 
expence  of  repairing,  furnishing  and  lighting  up 
such  a  vast  edifice,  this  theatre,  perhaps  alto- 
gether the  noblest  in  tlic  world,  has  been  so  long 
and  so  much  neglected,  that  it  will  probably 
soon  sink  into  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  remain  only 
in  the  plans  of  artists,  and  in  the  descriptions 
of  travellers.  But  the  principal  ornament  of 
Parma,  and  its  pride  and  glory,  were  the  num- 
berless masterpieces  of  Corregio,  with  which  its 
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churches,  its  palaces,  and  public  halls  were  once 
adorned.  This  celebrated  artist,  bom  in  a  village 
near  Modena,  and  of  course  not  far  from  Parma, 
has  spread  the  charms  and  enchantmeats  of  his 
pencil  over  all  the  great  towns  that  bordered  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  and  seems  to  have  exerted 
his  wonderful  powers  in  a  particular  manner  for 
the  decoration  of  this  city- 

The  public  walk  on  the  ramparts  is  extremely 
pleasing.  The  country  round  is  well  wooded,  and 
the  town  and  territory  of  Parma,  on  the  whole,  is 
in  a  flourishing  state. 

From  Parma  Her  Majesty  proceeded  still  on 
the  Milan  road  to  Placentia,  the  distance  about 
twenty-five  miles,  which  we  accomplished  in  a 
few  hours,  upon  a  very  fine  road. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Placentia  is  perhaps 
more  interesting  than  the  town  itself,  as  it  has 
been  the  theatre  of  many  bloody  engagements. 
The  first  and  most  remarkable,  occurred  shortly 
after  the  foundation  of  the  city,  about  three  miles 
from  it,  and  its  scene  lies  on  the  banks  of  the 
Trebia.  But  the  banks  of  the  Trebia  have  been 
the  theatre  of  more  contests  than  one ;  nor  is  the 
last  mentioned,  though  the  most  illustrious  with- 
out doubt,  either  the  most  bloody  or  the  most 
decisive.  It  is  well  known  that  a  memorable 
battle  between*  the  French  and  the  Russians, 
under  the  command  of  Marshal  Suwarrow,  was 
fought  on  the  same  spot,  the  banks  of  the  Trebia, 
and  attended  with  more  important  consequences. 
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It  is  said  to  have  lasted  two  days,  and  to  have 
been  supported  with  the  utmost  obstinacy  on  both 
sides.  The  Russians,  who  advanced  with  their 
usual  ficmnes^and  impetuosity,  were  thrice  driven 
back  in  dismay  :  at  length  the  Marshal,  with  the 
looks  and  voice  of  a  fuiy,  led  them  on  to  a  fourth 
attack,  when  they  rushed  into  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and,  with  horrible  shouts  and  screams,  fell 
once  more  upon  the  enemy.  Resistance  was  now 
overpowered :  the  French  fled  in  confusion,  the 
banks  were  strewed  with  bodies,  and  the  fields 
covered  with  fugitives.  The  consequence  of  this 
victory  was  the  immediate  deliverance  of  Italy 
from  the  rapacity  of  the  French  armies. 

The  farther  we  advance  towards  the  east,  along 
the  course  of  the  Po,  the  deeper  and  more  fertile 
does  the  soil  become ;  but  at  the  same  time  the 
rivers,  which  flow  ^t  a  considerable  depth  within 
their  beds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Alps;  rise  to  the 
level  of  the  sun'ounding  country,  as  they  ap- 
proach the  Adriatic,  and  the  soil  is  consequently 
more  humid.  We  accordingly  find  less  corn  and 
more  meadow  land. 

Tliis  change  is  apparent  as  soon  as  you  reach 
the  environs  of  Placentia.  The  size  of  the  faims, 
and  their  general  management,  are  the  same  as 
in  Piedmont ;  but  the  rotation  of  crops  and  the 
sources  of  profit  are  different.  The  wealth  of 
this  part  of  Lombardy  consists  more  in  cattle 
than  in  com,  and  the  landscape  becomes  so  much 
the  more  beautiful  and  animated  in  its  appear- 
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ance.  The  whole  right  bank  of  the  Po  is  planted 
with  magnificent  oaks,  whose  majestic  branches, 
spreading  from  their  lofty  trunks,  give  to  this 
part  of  the  country  an  air  of  freshness  and  ver- 
dure which  we  do  not  expect  to  find  in  Italy. 
The  acorns  of  these  trees  are  of  considerable 
value  to  the  farmers,  as  they  serve  to  feed  an 
immense  number  of  pigs ;  and  I  have  been  sur- 
prised to  observe,  that  their  shade  does  little  or 
no  injury  to  the  crops  which  grow  beneath  them; 
a  circumstance  which  must  be  attributed  to  the 
combined  eflfect  of  the  moisture  and  fertility  of 
the  soil,  and  of  an  Italian  sun. 

On  the  dairy-farms  which  border  the  course 
of  the  Po,  the  Parmasan  cheese  is  made,  of  which 
there  is  so  great  a  consumption  all  over  Italy. 
These  meadows  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  world. 
Being  constantly  watered,  they  produce  three, 
and  sometimes  four,  crops  of  hay  ;  but,  as  they 
are  divided  into  a  great  number  of  small  lots, 
few  of  the  farms  are  capable  of  supporting  a 
dairy  singly ;  because  this  would  require  the  milk 
of  fifty  cows  at  least.  It  has,  therefore,  long 
been  the  custom  for  the  neighbouring  farmers 
to  form  themselves  into  societies,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  their  cheese  together.  The  milk 
is  carried  twice  a  day  to  the  general  dep6t,  where 
the  dairyman  keeps  an  account  of  the  quantity 
brought  by  each  person.  These  accounts  are 
settled  6very  six  months  by  a  proportionate 
division  of  the  cheese. 
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We  passed  Cremona,  a  large  and  well-built 
city,  adorned  with  many  noble  edifices,  and  ad- 
vantageously situated  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  river  Po.  Its  cathedral,  of  Gothic,  or  rather  of 
mixed  architecture,  was  began  in  the  year  1107, 
and  continued  at  different  periods,  but  not  com- 
pletely finished  till  the  fourteenth  century.  Its 
front  is  lined  with  white  and  red  marble,  and 
highly  ornamented,  though  in  a  singular  and 
fanciful  style.  It  contains  several  beautiful  altars 
and  fine  paintings.  -  One  chapel  in  particular, 
merits  attention.  It  is  that  which  is  set  apart 
for  the  preservation  of  the  relics  of  the  primitive 
martyrs.  Its  decorations  afe  simple  and  chaste, 
its  colours  soft  and  pleasing.  The  ashes  of  the 
^^  sainted  dead"  repose  in  urns  and  sarcophagi, 
placed  in  niches  in  the  wall,  regularly  disposed 
on  each  side  of  the.  chapel,  after  the  manner 
of  the  ancient  Roman  sepulchres.  It  is  small^ 
but  its  proportions,  form,  and  furniture,  are  so 
appropriate  and  well  combined,  that  they  pco- 
>duce  a  very  beautiful  and  perfect  whole.  The 
Baptistery,  which,  according  to  the  ancient  man- 
ner still  preserved  in  many  of  the  great  towns 
of  Italy,  is  a  separate  building  near  the  cathedral, 
contains  in  the  centre  a  font  of  curious  form  and 
workmanship,  cut  out  of  one  immense  block  of 
party-coloured  marble.  The  tower  is  of  great 
height  and  singular  architecture.  The  view  from 
it  is  of  great  extent  and  beauty,  taking  in  the 
town  with  all  its  streets ;  the  roads  that  cross 
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the  country  in  direct  lines,  in  various  directions ; 
the  river  Po,  winding  majestically  along,  almost 
close  to  the  walls,  and  intersecting  the  immense 
plains  of  the  Milanese ;  the  Alps  to  the  north, 
and  the  Apennines  to  the  south-west,  both  co- 
vered with  snow,  and  occasionally  half  veiled 
from  observation  l)y  passing  clouds.  Such  was 
the  prospect  we  beheld  from  the  top  of  the 
Torazzo.  The  public  palace,  for  so  the  town- 
hall  is  not  improperly  called  in  Italy,  and  most 
of  the  churches,  but  more  particularly  that  of 
St.  Pietro  al  Po,  are  worthy  the  curious  attention 
of  the  traveller. 

Her  Majesty's  arrival  at  Milan  was  distin- 
gjiished  with  the  most  marked  attentions  and 
the  warmest  gratulations  from  the  resident  no- 
bility ;  and  after  a  stay  of  a  few  days,  we  set  out 
for  Her  Majesty's  villa  on  the  Lake  of  Como, 
where  every  preparation  had  been  made  for  our 
reception,  and  where  Her  Majesty's  presence 
was  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  prosperity,  where 
she  was  ever  gratefully  looked  up  to  as  the 
tutelar  genius  of  the  land. 
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CHAPTER  XLVII. 

Her  Majesty  s  Arrival  at  the  Villa  UEste — Reflec- 
tions on  ike  happy  Termination  of  Her  Majesty* s 
remarkable  Undertaking. —  7^he  Impraoements 
projected  by  Her  Mc^esiy  for  the  Embellishment 
of  the  Fillaf  and  the  general  Advantage  of  the 
Country.  —  Her  Majesty  s  Establishment  and 
Suite  at  the  Villa  D'Este. — Purchase  and  Esta- 
blishment of  a  rural  Villa.  —  Journey  to  the 
Tyrol. 

After  a  week's  residence  in  Milan,  Her  Ma- 
jesty and  her  suite  arrived  at  the  Villa  D'Este  in 
health,  and  comparative  happiness.  The  worthy 
and  dignified  objects  of  the  arduous  undertaking 
had  been  accomplished.  Her  Majesty*s  mind  had 
been  diverted  by  the  change  of  place  from  the  cor* 
roding  cares  which  so  incessantly  assailed  it ; 
many  hundreds  of  unfortunate  beings,  whose  un- 
happiness  lay  buried  below  the  ken  of  general 
observance,  had  reason  to  bless  the  hour  of  Her 
Majesty's  appearance,  bringing  with  it,  as  it  ever 
did  to  the  distressed,  substantial  kindness  and 
relief:  those  who  had  the  happiness  to  serve 
her,  found  new  ground  of  attachment  and  ad- 
miration, in  her  fortitude  under  circumstances 
of  danger  and  privation,  as  well  as  the  noble 
exhibition  of  her  benevolence :  Society  was  be- 
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nefited  by  her  example,  in  the  practical  lesson 
on  the  honourable  employment  of  time,  vrhich  she 
gave  to  every  person  of  equal  rank  and  means. 

The  Villa  D'Este  had  not  been  forgotten  or 
neglected  during  Her  Majesty's  absence  ;  before 
the  projected  travels  were  commenced.  Her 
Majesty  had  completed  an  extensive  plan  of 
improvement  in  the  building  itself,  the  general 
embellishment,  the  clearing  and  laying  out  of 
pleasure-grounds,  and  the  forming  of  planta- 
tions. These  improvements,  as  will  easily  be 
believed  by  those  who  have  watched  Her  Ma- 
jesty's progress,  were  not  projected  in  the  wild 
and  childish  spirit  of  change,  and  the  disre- 
putable love  of  bauble. embellishment;  but  with 
a  becoming  sense  of  propriety  in  the  expenditure 
of  a  sufficient  income,  an  amiable  recollection 
of  the  solid  improvement  such  employment  would 
work  in  the  condition  of  the  neighbouring  pea- 
santry ;  and  a  feeling  of  public  spirit,  which  sought 
to  confer  public  benefit  on  the  land  which  pro^ 
mised  to  afford  her  the  balm  of  health  and  con- 
tentment 

A  new  and  splendid  wing  had  been  added  to 
the  villa,  in  a  style  of  uniformity,  and  the  entire 
pile  of  building  had  undergone  a  subs^tantial 
course  of  repair ;  the  interior  had  been  painted 
and  embellished  in  the  best  style  of  Italian  art^ 
and  the  whole  structure  rendered  worthy  the 
station  of  its  possessor. 

An  elegant  little  theatre  had  been  built  and 
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fiirnished»  for  the  performance  of  concerts  and 
dramatic  composition,  at  which  the  nobility  of 
the  vicinity  assisted  as  amateur  performers.  The 
gardens  were  enlarged,  and  laid  out  with  great 
taste  and  effect ;  and  an  excellent  library  was 
arranged.  All  this  was  however  exceeded  in  its 
general  usefulness,  if  not  in  its  effect,  by  a 
spacious  ai)d  excellent  public  road  of  comtnu* 
nlcation  between  the  town  of  Como  and  the  Villa, 
and  every  village  and  place  of  public  importance 
on  the  borders,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Like^ 
In  estimating  the  value  of  this  latter  woik,  it 
should  be  understood  that  previous  to  this  time 
there  had  existed  no  road  practicable  for  car- 
riages of  any  description ;  the  great  and  lasting 
value  to  the  neighbouring  country  need  not  be 
enlarged  on. 

Her  Majesty's  establishment  and  suite  now 
consisted  of  the  same  faithful  and  honourable 
persons  who  had  accompanied  their  royal  mistress 
in  her  dangers  and  fatigues,  (with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  unhappy  and  misguided  beings, 
whose  misdeeds  we  need  not  now  advert  to)  and 
now  encreased  in  number,  rank,  and  respecta- 
bility, by  many  who  by  various  circumstances 
had  been  prevented  from  accompanying  the 
journey. 

About  a  month  after  our  arrival  at  the  Villa 
D*£ste,  Her  Majesty  purchased  a  small  rural  es- 
tablishment and  farm,  about  two  miles  distant 
from  the  city  of  Milan.    This  was  in  fact  a  rural 
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ViUa«  with  padtiiK^and  and  the  necessary  4)ffiecs 
for  the  Usual  ruitl  aianiifactttre  of  the  eoiinftry ; 
the  making  oi  Padrmasan  cheese.  This  little  Villa 
was  erected  in  a  simple  but  tasteful  style,  fur- 
nished with  elegance,  without  pomp,  or  super* 
fluity,  and  its  rural  economy  confided  to  agricnU 
tural  servants,  composed  of  the  peasantry  of  the 
district. 

The  Villa  was  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  rising 

ground  of  considerable  adcent,  the  base  of  which 

was  covered  with  an  olive  wood  ;  the  higher  ac« 

clivity  occupied  by  the  chesnut^ree,  whose  vigo*- 

rotts  verdure  formed  a  pleasing  contra^  with  the 

pale  tint  of  the  olive,  and  gave  an  air  of  delight* 

ful  quiet  and  brilliancy  to  the  whole  scene.    The 

building  itself  was  of  brick,  stuccoed,  and  dis^ 

played  a  justness  of  proportion  and  an  elegance 

of  form  not  often  seen  in  more  northern  climes. 

It  conmisted  of  a  single  story,  with  the  principal 

doors  and  windows  in  front.    It  was  separated 

from  its  lawn  by  a  low  wall  and  a  terrace.    Oi 

this  wall  were  placed  vases  of  simple  and  elegant 

form,  from  the  antique,  in  which  were 'planted 

aloes,  flowers,  and  yx>ung  orange-trees.      The 

house  itself  was  entirely  covered  with  vines,  so 

that  in  summer  and  autumn  it  bore  the  appeal^ 

ance  of  an  elegantly  arranged  verdant  and  rural 

theatre.     Her  Majesty  here  gave  frequent  rural 

balls  and  concerts  to  the  nobility  of  Milan  and 

the  neighbourhood. 

The  winter  was  spent  in  this  hospitable  and 
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dignified  manner ;  and  with  the  opening  of  the 
Spring  Her  Majesty  made  a  short  tour  into  Ger- 
many, passing  through  Inspruck,  and  visiting 
Vienna,  and  returning  thence,  after  a  short  stay 
of  ceremony  with  the  Imperial  court,  by  way  of 
Trieste,  and  thence  to  Venice. 

Portly  after  this,  Her  Majesty  n^tde  a  journey 
to  Rome  with  her  entire  suite,  where  she  resided 
during  the  summer  of  that  year.  At  this  time 
Her  Majesty  was  joined  by  Colonel  Oliviera,  an 
Italian  gentleman  of  noble  family,  who  had  the 
honour  to  be  appointed  one  of  Heir  Majesty's 
Chamberlains. 
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CHAPTER  XLVm. 

Her  Majesty  s  Tour  into  Germany. — J%e  Lode- 
san. — Trent. — The  famous  Council  of  Trent. — 
Savage  Scenery. — Halle. — City  of  Inspruck. — 
Salt  Mines. — Saltzburg. —  Vienna. — Return  to 
the  Villa  D'Este. — Journey  to  Rome. — Purchase 
of  a  Roman  Villa. — Return  to  Como. — Journeys 
to  Switzerland. — Her  Majesty'  determines  to 
quit  Italy  for  England. — Concluding  Reflectiom 
and  Observations. 

Her  Majesty,  now  invited  by  royal  and  noble 
persons,  determined  on  a  tour  to  Germany,  and  a 
short  visit  to  Vienna,  to  which  city  she  accord- 
ingly proceeded  early  in  the  month  of  March, 
accompanied  by  her  whole  suite  of  state.  The 
party  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Inspruck,  at  which 
city  Her  Majesty  made  a  stay  of  three  days. 

The  country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Po  is  fer- 
tile in  the  highest  degree.  Situated  at  the  foot 
of  the  loftiest  mountains  of  Europe,  it  displays  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  sterile  rocks, 
all  the  various  riches  of  the  creation.  The  tra- 
veller contemplates  with  awe  the  Tyrolese  Alps, 
whose  naked  precipices,  lost  amidst  the  clouds 
and  towering  towards  heaven^  seem  calculated 
to  withdraw  the  mind  from  terrestrial  thoughts ; 
while  the  plain,  through  which  he  pursues  his  easy 
way,  abounds  with  all  that  art  or  nature  can  con- 
tribute to  render  this  life  delightful.     The  sua 
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beams  with  a  pure  effulgence,  vrhile  lofty  trees 
and  innumerable  streams  refresh  and  skreen  the 
earth  from  his  parching  rays,  rendering  the  har- 
vests ever  plenteous,  and  the  meaidows  ever  ver- 
dant. And,  as  if  to  protect  these  blessings  from 
every  danger,  the  same  hand  which  formed  the 
mountains,  has  prepared  at  their  feet  natural 
basins  to  receive  the  torrents  which  fall  from 
them  :  In  these  lakes  their  fury  is  tranquillized, 
they  assume  a  steady  levels  and  flow  in  peaceful 
waves  through  the  channels  which  human  art  has 
prepared  for  them.  Every  thing,  even  to  the  air 
which  you  breathe,  is  pure  and  serene  in  this  de^ 
Ifghtful  region  of  Upper  Italy,  bounded  by  the 
Alps,  and  by  the  five  lakes,  whose  exquisite  sce- 
nery gives  additional  charms  to  the  beauty  of  the 
landscapes. 

The  finest  part  of  the  Milanese  is  in  going  to 
Lodi,  by  way  of  Cremona.  This  province,  called 
the  Lodesan,  from  the  name  of  the  former  city,  is 
so  fertile,  and  so  abundantly  supplied  with  water, 
that  very  little  com  of  any  kind  is^ cultivated  in 
it;  the  spontaneous  growth  of  the  soil  being 
found  more  productive.  The  meadows,  which  are 
irrigated  at  pleasure,  are  mown  four  times  in  the 
year,  and  yield  a  produce  superior  to  that  of  the 
finest  com  land. 

Owing  to  the  great  richness  and  value  of  the 
land,  the  farms  of  the  Milanese  are  not  very  ex- 
tensive^ seldom  exceeding  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
acres.    They  are,  however,  larger  than  in  Tus- 
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cany,  became  grass  land  requires  muek  leas  time 
and  attention  than  the  cultivation  of  com.  The 
farmers  are  also  richer,  from  having  less  expences. 
One  of  the  principal,  consists  in  the  annual  pop- 
chase  of  cattle;  for,  the  cows,  after  the  thiid 
generation,  always  degenerate  as  milkers,  and 
must  be  replaced  by  others  from  Switzerland ; 
from  which  country  all  the  horses  are  likewise 
imported. 

On  the  approach  to  Trent,  the  descent  becomes 
more  rapid;  the  river,  which  glided  gently  through 
the  valley  of  Trent,  assumes  the  roughness  of  a 
torrent;  the  defiles  become  narrower;  and  the 
mountains  break  into  rocks  and  precipices,  which 
occasionally  approach  the  road,  sometimes  rise 
perpendicular  from  it,  and  now  and  then  hang 
over  it  in  a  tremendous  style  of  majesty.  We 
here  passed  through  Ala,  an  insignificant  little 
town,  in  no  respect  remarkable,  except  as  form- 
ing the  geographickl  boundary  of  Italy. 

The  same  appearances  continue  for  sometime, 
till  at  length  the  mountains  gradually  sink  into 
hills;  the  hills  diminish  in  height  and  number, 
and  at  last  leave  an  open  space  beyond  the  river 
on  the  right.  In  front,  however,  a  round  bill 
presents  itself  at  a  little  distance,  which,  as  yoa 
approach  swells  in  bulk,  and  opening,  just  leaves 
room  sufficient  for  the  road,  and  the  river  <m  the 
right,  between  two  vast  perpendicular  walls  ci 
solid  rock,  that  tower  to  a  prodigious  height,  and 
cast  a  most  terrific  gloom  over  the  narrow  strait 
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that  divides  them.  As  the  road  leads  along  a 
precipice,  hanging  over  the  river,  without  any 
parapet,  it  is  usual  for  several  countrymen,  who 
live  at  the  entrance  of  the  defile,  to  attend  the 
carriage  of  travellers,  crowding  round  it,  and 
thus  supporting  it  in  the  most  dangerous  parts 
of  the  ascent  and  descent.  A  fortification,  ruined 
by  the  French  army,  formerly  defended  this  dread- 
ful pass,  and  must  have  rendered  it  completely 
impregnable. 

In  the  middle  of  the  defile  a  cleft  in  the  rock 
on  the  left  affords  a  vent  to  a  torrent  that  rushes 
down  the  crag,  and  sometimes  sweeps  away  a 
part  of  the  road  in  its  passage.  After  winding 
through  the  defile  for  about  half  an  hour,  we 
turned,  and  suddenly  found  ourselves  on  the 
plains  of  the  valley  of  Trent. 

The  city  of  Trent  is  the  seat  of  an  archbishop. 
It  is  situated  in  a  small  but  beautiful  valley,  ex- 
posed, however,  from  its  elevation,  to  intense 
cold  in  wiqiter,  and^  from  the  reflection  of  the 
surrounding  mountains,  to  heat  as  intense  in 
summer.  The  town  is  well  built,  and  has  several 
beautiful  palaces.  That  of  the  prince  bishop  con- 
tains some  very  noble  apartments,  but  was  much 
plundered  and  injured  by  the  French  in  the  late 
war.    The  cathedral  is  a  Gothic  structure. 

But  the  city  of  Trent  owes  its  fame  neither  to 
its  situation  nor  its  edifices,  but  to  the  celebrated 
council  held  within  its  walls  in  the  year  1542.  It 
was  opened  in  the  cathedral,  but  held  its  sessions 
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in  the  church  of  St.  Maria  Maggiore,  where  a  pic- 
ture still  exists,  representing  the  council  sitting  in 
full  assembly.  The  most  conspicuous  figures  are 
portraits  taken  from  the  life.  This  extraordinar}^  as- 
sembly sat  with  various  interruptions,  under  three 
successive  Popes,  during  the  Bpace  of  eighteen 
years.  It  was  convoked  by  Pope  Paul  in.,  and 
consisted  of  cardinals,  archbishops,  bishops,  ab- 
bots, chiefs  of  religious  orders,  representatives 
of  universities,  and  ambassadors  from  the  Em- 
peror, the  Kings  of  France,  Spain  and  Portugal, 
the  republics  of  Venice,  Genoa,  the  cantons  of 
Switzerland,  German  electors,  &c.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  comprising  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  council  amounted  to  one  thousand. 

From  Trent  the  road  continues  to  run  through 
a  narrow  valley,  watered  by  the  Adige,  and  co- 
vered with  vines  upon  trellid  work,  or  conducted 
from  tree  to  tree  in  garlands ;  high  mountains 
rise  on  either  side,  and  the  number  of  neat  villages 
seemed  to  encrease  on  either  side.  A  fortress, 
c6vering  the  brow  of  a  steep  hill;  rises  majes- 
tically at  some  distance  from  the  main  road.  Its 
situation  might  seem  to  render  it  impregnable, 
but  it  has  been  taken  and  re-taken  several  times. 

From  Bolsano,  the  road  presents,  no  Alpine 
scenery  of  much  interest. 

On  a  hill  not  far  from  this,  stands  an  ancient 
abbey.  The  town  of  Chiusa  takes  its  name  from 
its  situation ;  as  the  plain  in  which  it  stands  is 
terminated  by  a  tremendous  defile,  whose  rocky 
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sides  jut  out  so  far  and  rise  so  high  as  almost  \o 
hide  the  face  of  heaven ;  while  the  river,  contracted 
to  a  continual  cascade,  thunders  from  steep  to 
steep,  hurrying  shattered  fragments  of  rock  down 
^  its  eddy,  and  filling  the  scene  with  uproar.  The 
numberless  chapels  hewn  out  of,  the  rock  on  the. 
road,  answers  the  double  purposes  of  devotion 
and  security^  protecting  the  traveller  against  the 
sudden  bursts  of  storm  in  summer^  and  the;  still 
more  sudden  and  destructive  masses  of  snow,  that 
roll  from  the  mountains  towards  the  close  of 
winter.  The  road  which  leads  to  this  dell,  runs 
along  the  edge  of  a  most  tremendous  precipice, 
and  is  so  near  to  it,  that  from  the  carriage,  tbie 
eye,  without  perceiving  the  parapet,  looks  at 
once  into  the  abyss  below,  and  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  avoid  shrinking  back  with  terror.  The 
defile  to  which  the  road  leads,  seems  yawning  as 
if  ready  to  swallow  up  the  traveller,  and,  closing 
over  him  as  he  advances,  has  less  the  appearance 
of  a  road  for  living  mortals,  than  of  a  descent  to 
the  infernal  regions. 

We  had  now  passed  the  wildest  retreats  and 
most  savage  scenery  of  the  Alps,  once  the  im- 
penetrable abode  of  fierce  tribes  of  barbarians^ 
and  the  haunt  of  associated  robbers,  who  plun- 
dered with  the  numbers,  the  spirit,  and  the  dis- 
cipline of  armies ;  where  in  ancient  times  the 
Roman  legions  were  not  unfrequently  impeded 
in  their  progress,  and  more  than  once  stripped  of 
their  baggage  by  these  desperate  mountaineers. 
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It  is  indeed  fortunate  for  mankind,  that  religion 
has  spread  her  influence  over  these  solitudes, 
where  human  laws  are  of  no  avail ;  that  in  a 
situation  where  precaution  is  impossible,  and  re- 
sistance useless,  she  spreads  her  invisible  pro- 
tection over  the  traveller,  and  conducts  him 
securely  through  all  the  dangers  of  the  way. 
Impressed  with  these  reflections,  he  will  behold 
with  indulgence,  and  with  interest,  the  crosses 
which  frequently  mark  the  brow  of  a  precipice, 
and  the  little  chapels  hollowed  out  of  the  rock 
where  the  road  is  narrow ;  he  will  consider  them 
as  so  many  pledges  of  his  security,  and  rest  as- 
sured that  as  long  as  the  pious  mountaineer  con- 
tinues to  possess  the  gentle  influences  of  religion, 
he  will  never  cease  to  befriend  the  traveller,  nor 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  hospitality. 

About  five  miles  north  of  Inspruck  is  the  town 
of  Halle,  famous  for  its  salt-woi^ks ;  and  about 
four  miles  on  the  opposite  side  stands,  embosomed 
in  trees,  the  castle  of  Ambras.  This  edifice  is 
of  very  ancient  date,  and  its  siize,  form,  and  fur- 
niture are  consistent  with  its  date.  Its  exterior 
is  dignified  with  turrets,  spires,  and  battlements ; 
and  its  large  halls  are  hung  with  spears,  shields, 
and  helmets,  and  are  lined  with  the  forms  of 
hostile  knights  mounted  upon  their  chargers, 
with  visors  down  and  spears  couched,  as  if  ready 
to  rush  forward  in  battle.  The  other  apartments 
contain  various  natural  curiosities,  intermixed 
with  gemsi  medals,  and  pictures. 
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We  were  now  anrived  at  the  eity  of  Inspruck. 
In^pruck  »  the  capital  of  the  Tyrol,  the  Alpine 
province  of  the  Austrian  empire,  and  as  it  was 
once  the  residence  of  a  sovereign  prince,  is  still 
the  seat  of  Goyemment.    It  possesses  some  noUe 
edifices,  but  more  remarkable  for  magnitude  than 
for  beauty.  The  building  possessing  the  greatest 
claim  to  notice,  is  a  little  chapel  erected  on  a 
very  melancholy  and  interesting  occasion.    The 
emperor  Francis  i.,  husband  to  the  celebrated 
Maria  Theresa,  died  suddenly  at  Inspruck.  He  was 
going  to  the  opera,  and  while  walking  through  the 
passage  from  the  palace  to  the  theatre,  fell,  and  in- 
stantly expired.  The  ^npress,  who  loved  him  with 
unusual  tenderness,  shortly  after  raised  an  altar 
on  the  very  spot  where  he  fell,  and,  clearing  the 
space  around,  erected  over  it  a  chapel.    Both 
the  altar  and  the  chapel  are  plain,  hut  extremely 
beautiful,  and  a  pleasing  monument  bpth  of  the 
affection  and  the  taste  of  the  illustrious  widow. 
This  princess,  then  in  the  full  bloom  of  youth  and 
beauty,  and  the  first  sovereign  in  Europe  in  title 
and  territorial  possessions,  continued  ever  after 
to  wear  mourning,  and  refused  all  subsequent 
matrimonial  overtures,  from  the  most  powerful 
crowncfd  heads. 

The  salt  mines  at  Halleim,  about  four  miles 
from  Saltzbuig,  are  deservedly  celebrated.  The 
entrance  is  near  the  summit  of  a  mountain,  and 
the  ascent,  though  over  a  good  road,  long  and 
tedioufi. 
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At  length  we  reaehed  the  summit,  and  entered 
the  mines  by  a  long  subterranean  gallery,  which 
terminated  in  the  mouth  of  the  first  descent.   We 
there  accoutred  ourselves  in  miners'  dresses,  and 
slid  down  five  hnndred  feet,  in  a  manner  perfectly 
safe  and  commodious.    It  is  managed  thus.     The 
shaft  may  be  about  four  feet  broad,  and  aboat 
five  feet  high,  worked  above  into  the  form  of  an 
arch.    The  line  may  diverge  about  thirty  feet  in 
the  hnndred  from  the  perpendicular.    The  space 
in  the  middle  is  hollowed  and  worked  into  steps. 
On  each  side  of  these  steps,  at  about  a  foot  dis- 
tance, runs  a  pole  like  the  side  of  a  ladder.    On 
these  poles  a  miner  reclines  with  his  feet  extended, 
so  that  the  poles  pass  under  his  knees  and  under 
his  arms.   A  traveller  places  himself  behind  him 
in  the  same  posture,  but  so  close,  as  t6  rest  the 
inside  of  his  knees  on  the  miner's  shoulders.   The 
others  follow  the  example,  and  form  a  line,  in 
such  a  manner,  that  the  one  aboye  always  rests 
gently  on  the  shoulders  of  the  one  below.    An- 
other miner  generally  goes  in  the  middle,  and  a 
third  closes  the  rear.    The  first  miner  regulates 
the  motion,  and  if  he  finds  it  necessary  to  check 
or  stop  it  entirely,  he  needs  only  to  put  his  foot 
backward,  and  touch  one  of  the  steps  behind. 
The  miners  carry  torches  made  of  the  fir-tree. 
When  the  line  is  formed,  upon  a  signal  given, 
the  miner  undermost  lets  the  ropes  loose,  (for  two 
ropes  run  parallel  with  the  poles,  and  nearly 
touch  them)  and  glides  down  with  great  rapidity. 
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We  suddenly  found  ourselves  in  an  immense  hall, 
lighted  up  with  a  prodigious  number  of  candles. 
This  hall  was  very  long  and  broad,  but  extremely 
low ;  and  as  the  cieling  was  flat,  unsupported 
either  by  pillars  or  props,  and  apparently  of 
very  crumbling  materials,  it  was  natural  to  feel 
some  apprehension  of  its  giving  way.  The  miners, 
however,  tranquillized  us,  by  assuring  us  that  such 
accidents  never  happened,  however  probable  they 
might  appear.  The  sides  were  adorned  here  and 
there  with  basso  relievos  of  different  bishops, 
rudely  worked  in  the  earth  or  rock.  The  lights, 
as  I  said  above,  were  numerous ;  but  instead  of 
being  reflected  from  a  great  variety  of  spars  and 
shining  minerals,  which  a  traveller  might  natu- 
rally expect  to  find  in  a  salt  mine,  the  blaze  falls 
sullen  and  dead  from  the  walls,  and  serves  only 
to  shew  the  thickness  of  the  surrounding  gloom. 
From  this  hall  we  passed  into  a  gallery,  and 
thence  descended,  in  the  same  manner  as  before, 
into  a  second,  a  third,  and  a  fourth,  of  nearly  the 
same  form  and  dimensions.  These  halls  are  used 
for  the  following  purpose :  the  salt  is  worked 
from  the  sides  and  cieling ;  then  water  is  let  in, 
and  kept  confined  for  some  time,  after  which  it  is 
drained  away,  and  the  salt  remains  deposited  on 
the  floor. 

We  quitted  the  mine  with  as  much  facility  as 
we  entered.  We  were  placed  astride  a  long 
bench ;  one  miner  moved  before  to  guide,  two 
others  were  placed  behind  to  push  this  bench 
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down  a  gently  inclined  plane.  After  some  mi- 
nntes  of  rapid  inotion,  we  perceived  the  appear- 
ance of  a  star,  which  gradually  increased  upon 
us,  till  we  were  lanched  once  more  into  full 
day.  The  exit  is  as  picturesque  as  the  entrance 
is  gloomy.  It  opens  under  a  clifT,  clad  with  bram- 
bles growing  out  of  its  crevices,  and  overhung 
With  pines  and  firs,  clinging  to  the  sides,  and 
bending  from  the  brows  of  the  precipice.  On  one 
side,  a  torrent,  bursting  from  the  cragg,  tumbles 
from  steep  to  steep,  till  it  engulfs  itself  in  a 
deep  shaded  dell ;  and  on  the  other,  far  below, 
stretches  the  town  of  Halleim,  with  its  white 
houses  and  spire.  On  our  exit,  the  miners  pre- 
sented each  of  us  with  a  little  box,  containing 
specimens  of  salt.  They  were  very  beautiful  in 
colour  and  shape,  but  are  not  easily  preserved, 
as  they  crumble  into  dust  by  the  motion  of  the 
carriage^  and  are  dissolved  by  the  least  humidity. 
Our  visit  to  the  mines  of  Halleim  was  a  very 
pleasant  and  improving  excursion. 

We  now  approached  Saltzburg,  a  subalpine 
city,  which  is  placed  as  if  to  guard  the  entrance 
into  the  grand  defile  which  traverses  the  Alps ; 
and  it  may  be  considered,  for  that  reason,  as  form- 
ing one  of  the  out-posts  of  Italy.  The  cathedral 
is  built  of  fine  stone,  and  has  two  towers  in  front. 
It  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  earliest  specimens  of 
Italian  architecture  in  Germany.  There  are  two 
palaces  belonging  to  the  Prince  Bishop,  in  one  of 
which  there  are  several  very  fine  rooms,  in  the 
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other  a  spacious  and  most  magoificent  gallery. 
But  the  most  striking  object  that  Saltsslnirg  pre- 
sents,  is  a  very  noble  gateway  hewn  out  of  the 
solid  rock,  which  rises  perpendiculariy  to  a  very 
considerable  elevation,  is  crowned  with  tall  and 
spreading  elms,  and  forms  a  natural  rampart 
equally  strong  and  beautiful.  Through  this  im- 
mense mass  of  rock,  a  passage  has  been  opened, 
three  hundred  feet  in  length,  thirty  in  height,  and 
^  twenty-four  in  breadth.  The  situation  of  this  city 
is,  however,  its  principal  beauty  and  advantage ; 
in  a  valley  watered  by  the  Salza,  open  only  to 
the  norths  and  enclosed  on  the  other  side  by  hills 
and  mountains  of  various  forms  and  magnitude. 
Upon  one  of  these  hills,  immediately  contiguous 
to  the  town^  stands  the  citadel,  an  edifice  large 
and  roomy,  but  ilNsupplied,  ill-furnished,  and  ill- 
supported.  But  however  neglected  the  citadel 
may  be,  its  situatiou  is  in  the  highest  degree  bold 
and  commanding.  Behind  it,  on  the  eminence,  is 
a  beautiful  walk ;  and  from  an  oak  near  this  walk 
expands  a  most  romantic  view,  extending  over 
fertile  vftles,  deep  d^lls,  rocks  and  craggs,  bills 
and  mountains.  The  descent  from  this  lofty  site 
is  worked  in  the  rock,  and  formed  into  regular 
flights  of  steps*      .     . 

Among  the  mountains  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  town,  the  Unterberg  is  the  most 
conspicuous  and  extraordinary.  Roughy  craggy, 
and  wooded,  it  seems  to  frown  upon  the  city  and 
vale  below ;  and  by  its  shaggy  mass,  and  dark 
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sullen  appearance,  forcibly  i^tracts  the  attention. 
Popular  tradition,  \rhich  never  fails  to  select  ap- 
propriate scenery  for  its  tales,  has  converted  the 
Unterberg  into  the  haunt  of  a  club  of  iitfemal 
sportsmen.  Confined  to  the  bowels  of  the  moun- 
tain during  day,  these  spirits  are  said  to  fill  the 
cavern  with  groans  and  shrieliLs  and  yells  so  loud, 
as  to  reach  the  ear.  But  at  night,  the  imprisoned 
spirits  are  at  liberty,  and  the  woods  echo  with 
the  sound  of  an  infernal  trumpet,  the  bark  of 
hellish  dogs,  and  shouts  too  deep  and  loud  to 
proceed  from  mortal  organs.  Tradition  says,  that 
at  midnight  blue  flames  traverse  the  forests  of 
the  Unterbeig  with  the  velocity  of  lightning,  and 
these  the  popular  fears  have  converted  into  dogs 
and  sportsmen  of  fire  ! 

The  vulgar  notion  of  this  tradition  is,  that  the 
chief  of  these  restless  sportsmen  is  one  of  their 
former  bishops,  who,  like  too  many  of  bis  brethren 
in  ages  not  very  remote,  was  accustomed  to  pass 
in  the  chace  the  hours  and  days  which  he  ought 
to  have  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  holy  station. 
Others  pretend  that  it  was  a  robber  whq  had  built 
a  castle  amid  the  fastnesses  of  the  Unterbeig, 
and  used  to  employ  his  days  in  pursuing  and 
arresting  travellers,  ravaging  the  fields  and  vai- 
lies  below,  and  compelling  all  the  country  round 
to  pay  him  tribute^  It  would  be  difficult  to  de- 
cide on  this  knotty  point,  both  the  bishop  and 
the  robber  seem  to  have  very  fair  claims  to  the 
hellish  honours  of  this  infernal  chace ;   but  yre 
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dmj  saifely  wkve  tke  discussion,  for  the  invisible 
born  hifs  ceased  to  sound  to  disturb  the  slumbeifs 
of  the  peasant,  and  the  hifernal  pack  no  longer 
disturb  the  silence  of  the  Unterberg,  uid  the 
a|>iiitsof  thediab<rfical  cUacehave  either  fulfilled 
the  days  of  their  punishment,  or  are  sent  to  sport 
in  solitudes  less  liable  to  human  observation.  The 
Unterlxirg,  however,  is  not  the  onfy  mountain  in 
Germany  whidh  is  supposed  to  be  the  haunt  of 
infernal  hunters ;  it  is  a  terrific  tradition  which 
seems  peculiar  to  German  forests. 

The  city  of  Saltzburgh  is  situated  in  a  most 
romantic  and  beautiful  neighbourhood,  in  which 
the  curious  traveller  might  spend  much  time  with 
advantage  and  pleasure.  We  ascended  the 
Moncksberg,  a  mighty  niass  of  rock  covered  with 
wood,  aAd  rising  to  the  north-east  of  the  city» 
which  it  overhangs.  Below  in  the  valley,  x  lay 
exteAded  the  beautiful  city,  divided  by  the  Sal- 
zach,  with  its  many  cupolas  and  flat  roofs,  which 
give  it  a  southern  appearance.  On  the  opposite 
side,  the  eye  is  attracted  by  the  woody  Friars* 
hill  with  its  convent ;  farther  on,  connected  with 
this,  the  Geis-hill ;  and  at  last  the  majestic  steep 
Untersberg.  Between  these  beautiful  valleys 
maiiy  fine  villages  are  inclosed;  and  above  all, 
the  snowy  Alps  are  seen  in  the  back*ground,  their 
summits  gilded  by  the  rays  of  the  sun ;  while 
farther  down  they  are  encircled  by  thick  clouds. 
We  enjoyed  the  rapturous  prospect  for  some  time, 
and  descended  towards  the  city. 
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This  has  a  peculiar  character  of  beauty  and 
dignity,  completely  corresponding  with  the  sur- 
rounding objects.    It  has  many  fine  public  build- 
ings and  churches,  mostly  in  the  modern  Italian 
style,  with  a  cupola  above,  and  covered  with 
marble  in  front,  which  is  plentifully  supplied  by 
the  neighbouring  quarries.    The  streets  are  con- 
venient, and  the  squares  are  adorned  with  beau- 
tiful fountains.    These  charming  additions  to  the 
southern  cities  and  gardens  are  but  too  scarce  in 
those  of  the  north,  where  they  would  be  particu- 
larly desirable  to  relieve  the  sameness  of  their 
long  streets  and  huge  squares,  or  the  melancholy 
silence  of  solitary  gardens.  It  is  also  not  the  least 
pleasing  sight  to  see  the  crowds  of  maids  press- 
ing round  the  fountain  whiletheir  buckets  are  fill- 
ing.   The  circumstance  of  most  houses  being  or- 
namented with  paintings,  as  is  the  case  in  some 
other  cities  in  the  south  of  Germ^y  and  in  Italy, 
greatly  adds  to  the  beauty  of  Saltzburg.    A  pic- 
ture representing  the  adoration  of  the  kings^  over 
the  door  of  a  house  in  the  Linzer-street,  is  very 
fine.    Saltzburg  has  sometimes  been  compared 
with  Naples^  on  account  of  its  architecture,  and 
there  are  also  other  things  to  increase  the  simi- 
larity existing  between  them.    These  are,  Sigis- 
mund's  Gate,  already  mentioned ;  and  close  by 
this  another  splendid  work,  the  summer  riding- 
school.    Three  rows  of  boxes  are  cut  out,  with 
true  Roman  boldness,  from  the  rock  of  the  same 
mountain.    It  remains  however  now  unused,  like 
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the  beautiful  winter  riding-ischool,  and  the  splen- 
did stables,  whose  marble  cribs  and  iron  racks 
would  not  be  unworthy  of  the  steeds  of  Phoebus. 
It  is  the  same  with  the  other  episcopal  buildings, 
which  are  either  unemployed,  or  used  for  dif- 
ferent purposes. 

We  went  to  see  the  Roman  antiquities,  which 
had  been  a  few  weeks  before  accidentally  dis- 
covered by  a  labourer  about  two  miles  from  the 
village  of  Loig.  He  was  endeavouring  to  strike 
a  pole  into  the  ground,  and  meeting  with  resist- 
ance, he  laid  part  of  the  ground  open,  and  met 
with  some  paintings  of  great  antiquity  and  value. 
After  some  farther  digging,  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful mosaic  pavements  was  laid  open.  It  repre- 
sents, in  four  pictures,  the  hibtory  of  Ariadne,  her 
giving  the  pack  of  thread  to  Theseus,  his  conquest 
of  the  Minotaur,  his  subsequent  embarkation,  and 
her  abandonment  on  the  rock.  The  fifth,  pro^ 
bably  her  marriage  with  Bacchus,  is  missing.  The 
figures  are  well  drawn,  the  colours  are  fres]i,  and 
the  whole,  resembling  a  beautiful  carpet,  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  handsome  border.  If  this  was  the 
pavement  of  a  state  room,  two  others  which  have 
been  cleared  near  it,  belonged  to  dwelling-rooms, 
they  being  of  a  coarser  texture,  and  containing 
black  figures  on  a  white  ground,  particularly  the 
one  where  crescents  are  joined  with  a  peculiar 
ease  and  neatness. 

It  is  supposed  that  they  are  remains  of  the  old 
city  of  Helfenburg,  built  at  an  early  period  by 
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the  Romanlb.  A  castle,  at  least,  esdstisd  rOAtt 
the  emperor  Augustus,  to  which^  Under  Nhdriilii, 
the  city  was  added.  It  was  almost  ebtkely  de- 
stroyed by  the  Huns,  under  Attila,  in  the  fifth 
century;  and  that  which  they  hid  spared  was 
afterwards  annihilated,  by  a  savage  horde,  in  one 
night.  Stagnant  wate^  afterwards  collected  on 
the  spbt  where  the  flourishing  city  had  been 
standing,  and  made  a  moor  of  it,  which  wa6  after- 
wards called  the  high-moor.  It  appears  that  Ae 
remains  found  belong  to  that  ancient  city.  This 
beautiful  site,  near  the  high-road  to  Italy,  seems 
to  have  been  selected  for  the  Tilla  of  some  giMt 
persotiage. 

The  precious  discovery  has  been  secured  by 
a  wooden  shed,  on  leaving  which  we  fouikd  the 
coontry  glimmering  in  the  nlagie  light  oi  the 
evening  sun.  Only  the  tops  of  the  mountains 
were  illuminated  with  a  brilliant  red,  and  the 
stars  began  to  twinkle  over  them,  when  we  re- 
turned to  town.  The  silence  of  this  most  beau- 
tiful evening  was  only  interrupted  by  the  distant 
ringing  of  bells,  or  the  singing  of  the'  boiintry 
people  from  the  hills. 

The  burying-places  of  this  city  are  highly  cu- 
rious. One  near  the  ancient  convent  of  St.  Peter 
olTers  a  very  peculiar  sight.  It  is  a  narrow  spot, 
sliut  in  between  the  convent  and  a  high  steep 
rock.  Under  an  arcade  which  surrounds  the 
place,  a  great  many  marble  ibonuments,  paint- 
ings, or   portraits  of  the  deceased  are  visible 
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behind  iron  railings.  Between  innumerable  tomb^, 
covered  with  monuments  and  crosses  in  the 
middle  of  the  church*y ard,  rises  a  half-ruined  small 
Gothic  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Elizabeth.  But 
the  most  striking  object  is  a  chapel,  stuck,  as  it 
were,  against  the  rock,  at  a  considerable  height, 
apd  called  the  Hermitage.  3ome  caves,  now  in- 
closed by  the  chapel,  were  inhabited  about  the 
year  176,  by  a  priest  of  the  name  of  Maximus, 
with  fifty  companions,  at  the  time  when  the  savage 
tribes  approached  that  country.  The  holy  Seve- 
rinus,  who  was  then  in  the  vicinity  of  Passah, 
had  informed  him  of  the  approach  of  the  bar- 
barians. But  Maximus  having  delayed  his  flight 
till  the  next  day,  was  surprised  during  the  night, 
and  hung,  whilst  his  companions  were  thrown 
down  the  rock.  The  caves,  in  which  the  mass  is 
celebrated  twice  a  year,  and  the  ground  below, 
are  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  these  martyrs. 

In  the  burying-place  behind  the  church  of 
S.  Sebastian,  in  a  kind  of  vestibule,  is  the  monu- 
ment of  Paracelsus,  a  man  exalted  by  some  to 
the  stars,  and  as  violently  blamed  by  others.  It 
is  a  pyramid  bearing  his  bust  and  several  in- 
scriptions. His  portrait  is  also  to  be  seen  on  the 
outside  of  a  house  near  the  bridge,  in  which  he 
had  lived  and  died.  This  custom  of  keeping  the 
memory  of  a  great  man  constantly  before  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  and  of  securing  honour  to 
his  house,  ought  to  be  more  prevalent.  Among 
the  few  instances  of  it  generally  known,  is  the 
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house  of  Moliere,  in  Paris,  where  his  bust,  with 
a  plain  inscription,  is  placed  over  the  door.  Oi 
the  other  hand,  Kant's  house,  in  Kdnigsberg,  is 
changed  into  a  public-house ;  and  Mozart,  a  na- 
tive of  Saltzburg,  is  buried  in  Vienna,  in  an 
obscure  grave ;  whilst  the  name  of  every  good 
citizen  is  here  transmitted  to  posterity  in  gold 
characters,  or  even  by  his  bust.  This  church- 
yard forms  a  regular  square,  surrounded  by  a 
quiet  colonnade,  with  many  fine  monuments.  Bat 
behind  a  black  grating,  we  observed  rows  of 
skulls  ranged  in  compartments,  having  each  the 
name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  belonged,  with 
the  day  of  the  death  on  the'  forehead.  There  is 
also  here  a  chapel  in  the  centre  closely  sur- 
rounded with  tombs.  Almost  upon  every  tomb- 
stone you  see  recesses  cut  out,  mostly  in  the 
shape  of  hearts,  for  the  reception  of  holy  water, 
to  be  sprinkled  on  the  graves  by  passing  friends. 
Flower-urns  are  frequent  too.  A  young  girl  was 
just  changing  the  faded  flowers  in  one  of  them 
for  fresh  ones,  which  she  richly  sprinkled, with 
iier  tears. 

We  made  a  very  delightful  and  singular  ex- 
cursion to  a  romantic  lake  and  mountain  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Saltzburg.  The  lake  and  its 
suiTounding  mountains  are  highly  picturesque 
and  astonishing,  and  the  mode  of  travelling  is 
no  less  curious :  it  is  performed  in  small  chaises, 
drawn  by  stout  and  hardy  dogs! 

We  began  our  journey  at  day-break.    The  air 
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was  cool,  and  the  snow-covered  mountain-tops 
became  gradually  illuminated  by  the  first  beams 
of  the  great  celestial  orb.  The  Untersberg  in  par- 
ticular, displaying  by  degrees  as  we  drew  nearer, 
its  deep  red  marble  rocks  and  gloomy  woods,  form- 
ed a  beautiful  object  in  the  scenery.  The  branches 
of  this  mountain  and  the  Gohl  gradually  meeting, 
leave  only  a  narrow  passage,  through  which  the 
river  Alme,  coming  from  the  King's-lake^  forces 
its  way,  with  considerable  noise  and  foam.  In 
many  places  the  road  is  secured  by  beautiful 
arches  (the  work  of  the  Bavarian  government.) 
We  soon  reached  Schellenberg,  a  town  surround- 
ed by  water,  and  romantically  situated  between 
enormous  mountains,  covered  with  dark  forests. 
At  last  appeared  the  giant  Wazmann,  one  of 
the  highest  Alps  in  the  country,  (9089  feet 
above  the  sea)  with  its  two  homs,  containing 
a  bright  icy  valley  between  them,  called  the 
Gap.  At  the  foot  of  the  woody  hills  branch- 
ing from  it  extends  the  town  of  Berchtesgaden. 
The  valley  is  enchanting.  But  we  hastened  by, 
an  hour  farther,  to  reach  the  Bartholomew  or 
Kings-lake,  the  chief  object  of  our  excur- 
sion. In  the  midst  of  these  huge  mountains  the 
traveller  is  suddenl5r  surprised  with  the  sight 
of  this  wonderful  sheet  of  bright  green,  clear, 
icy  water,  of  about  five  miles  in  length,  and  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  breadth.  We  immediately  en- 
tered one  of  the  small  skifi^s  that  are  constantly 
ready  on  shore,  and  began  the  delightful  navi- 
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gation.    Near  the  harbour  is  a  small  island,  with 
a  statue  of  St  John  Nepomuk.    It  was  only  when 
we  had  passed  this  that  we  could  see  the  whole 
extent  of  the  lake,  with  the  high  mountains  that 
surround  it,  and  which  are  partly  covered  with 
wood,  and  partly  with  snow.    The  back-ground 
is  formed  by  the  enormous  mountain  the  Stuhl- 
wand,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  small  chateau 
Bartholomew  is  built  on  an  island.  A  great  many 
streams  rush  down  from  the  mountains,  but  the 
King's  stream,  which,  descending  from  one  de- 
nominated Konen,  joins  the  lake  in  the  east, 
afforded  a  curious  spectacle.   A  great  quantity 
of  wood, ,  which  had  been  cut  on  the  mountain, 
and  had  accumulated  in  the  stream  by  means 
of  a  flood-gate,  was  suddenly  released  by  the 
opening  of  the  latter,  when  it  came  down  with 
such  a  tremendous  crash,  that  the  foaming  lake 
was  stirred  up  with  a  roaring  noise,  to  an  ex- 
tent that    even   disturbed  our    boat,   although 
sheltered  at  some  distance  in  a  bay.    This  silent 
lake  is  sometimes  enlivened  too  by  the  chase; 
when  the  bold  hunters  drive  the  stag  or  chamois 
to  its  brink,  and  force  them  to  leap  into  the  wa- 
tery abyss,  where   infallible  destruction  awaits 
them. 

The  lake  had  become  smooth  again,  and  we 
glided  over  its  cool  waves  in  silent  admiration. 
Nothing  but  the  murmuring  of  the  cascades  dis- 
turbed the  deep  silence  around  us.  About  the 
middle  of  the  way,  in  a  gap  of  the  mountains,  is 
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a  ef  ociftx,  with  a  marble  inscriptioi^  of  which 
nothing  bHt  the  words  :  Prospera  cuncta  (all  safe) 
are  yet  legible;  a  striking  expression  in  this 
grand  amphitheatre  of  nature !  We  landed  close 
by,  in  a  silent  bay  near  the  mountain  Kessel. 
Here,  in  a  narrow  glen,  the  KesseUstream,  unit* 
ing  with  another,  rashes  down  from  the  roeks, 
sometimes  in  thundering  cascades,  sometimes  in 
silver  threads.  Seats  and  bridges  are  placed  in 
different  parts  of  this  romantic  woodland  spot, 
with  an  hermitage  at  the  end  of  it. 

We  breakfasted  in  the  chateau  Bartholomew, 
in  a  room  hung  with  representations  of  enormous 
salmons.  Behind  the  chateau  we  went  over  some 
beautiful  pasture-land  to  the  ice-hill,  called  the 
Ice^hapel.  It  derives  its  name  from  a  vault  of 
ice  which  has  been  hollowed  out  by  a  rapid 
stream,  and  in  which  an  awful  twilight  reigns. 

We  now  returned.    And  it  was  very  hot  when 
wc  arrived  at  the  inn  in  Berchtesgaden,  where 
we  recruited  our  strength  by  a  good  dinner.    For 
we  had  yet  to  see  the  subterraneous  wonders 
of  the  salt-mmes.    We  descended  to  the  mine 
called  Francis  i.,  at  which  we  arrived  through 
a  passage  of  some  hundred  fathoms  in  length. 
The  actual  pit  had  been  sufficiently  ligMed  to 
show  us  its  awful  depth  and  height.  But  the  lights 
were  soon  extinguished,  in  order  to  gratify  us 
with  a  new  spectacle.    The  trains,  (by  which  the 
salt  is  got  off)  were  lighted  at  the  same  time. 
And  the  flash  of  lightning  in  this  deep  darkness, 
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as  well  as  the  terrible  reports,  long  conliniiedby 
the  echoes  of  the  manifold  winding  passages,  pro- 
duced such  an  awful  effect  that  we  were  glad 
whea  we  saw  the  light  of  heaven  again.  But  it 
was  near  its  decline,  and  it  was  completely  night 
when  we  reached  Hallein,  where  we  slept. 

The  stars  had  not  disappeared  when  we  pro- 
ceeded the  next  morning  to  see  the  famous  water- 
fall of  Coiling,  which  is  formed  by  the  Schwarz- 
bach.    The  first  fall,  seen  from  below,  about  a 
hundred  feet  high,  comes  from  a  rock,  with  innu- 
merable steps,  into  a  bason,  from  which  the  stream 
rushes  on  into  the  valley.     Ascending  higher, 
you  arrive  at  a  grotto  formed  with  pieces  of  rock, 
into  which  the  stream  rushes  from  above,  and 
where  the  fall  seen  from  below  begins.     Still 
higher  is  seen  the  whole  mass  of  water,  white  with 
foam,  and  compressed  between  the  rocks,  rushing 
down  the  mountain,  and  falling  into  that  grotto. 
There  are  besides  innumerable  small  falls,  which, 
forcing  their  way  through  the  rocks,  are  preci- 
pitated, like  silver  rays,  into  the  foaming  pool. 
Beautiful  rainbows  were  quivering  in  the  spray, 
and  the  rising  sun  showed  a  magic  light  through 
the  thick  branches  of  the  fir-trees,  which  wrap 
this  hallowed  spot  in  an  almost  perpetual  twilight 
Below,  in  the  valley,  near  the  stream,  in  the  midst 
of  the  wildest  scenery,  lie  a  mill  and  the  cottage 
of  an  insane  beggar. 

On  the  other  side  of  GoUing,  on  the  road  to 
Gastein,  are  the  Ovenis.   Immense  masses  pf  rock, 
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which,  having  been  precipitated  from  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  have  so  heoimed  in  and  arched  over 
the  Salzbach,  that  the  water  penetrates  but  with 
difficulty  through  the  narrow  openings,  which  are 
often  scarcely  a  few  feet  wide.  The  spec- 
tator becomes  giddy  on  looking  down  those 
dark  abysses,  from  which,  sometimes,  a  fir-tree 
stretches  forth  its  gigantic  branches. 

The  villages  in  the  Tyrol  are  distinguished  by 
low  roofs,  which  meet  in  obtuse  angles  at  the 
gable  ends,  by  galleries  which  run  round  every 
story  from  without,  and  by  the  pious  mottos  and 
paintings  with  which  they  are  frequently  orna- 
mented. At  the  back  of  the  houses  are  the  barns, 
stables,  and  piles  of  fire-wood ;  and  cheerfulness 
and  comfort  seem  to  pervade  the  whole. 

Her  Majesty  proceeded  to  Munich,  in  which 
she  made  no  stay  further  than  was  necessary  to 
acknowledge  the  attentions  and  honours  paid  her 
by  the  resident  authorities.  Her  Majesty  had 
not  contemplated  any  stay  either  at  Munich  or 
Vienna ;  the  principal  object  being  to  visit  the 
curious  objects  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Saltzburg 
and  Inspruck.  We  therefore  remained  a  few  days 
in  Vienna,  during  which  Her  Majesty  was  re- 
ceived at  the  Imperial  Court  with  the  honours 
due  to  her  rank,  and  returned  to  Milan  by  the 
route  of  Inspruck,  in  which  city  we  had  yet  some 
interesting  matters  to  examine. 

In  the  church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  the  tomb  of 
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the  Emperor  Maximilian  L  which  is  the  mart 
splendid  monument  of  German  grandeur  and  art, 
must  not  be  passed  over  by  any  traveller ;  the 
noble  structure  is  immortal  like  the  personage  to 
whose  honour  it  was  raised,  and  from  whofie  com. 
prehensive  mind  it  originated. 

The  tomb  of  the  emperor  rises  in  the  centre  of 
the  church.  His  statue  in  the  imperial  robes  is 
kneeling  at  the  top  of  it,  and  at  the  four  corners 
are  sitting  the  four  cardinal  virtues.  Around  the 
tomb,  and  between  the  pillars,  are  standing 
twenty-eight  colossal  figures  of  royal  personages 
of  all  ages. 

These  figures  represent  the  males  and  females 
of  the  family  of  Hapsburgh,  together  with  some 
heroes  of  ancient  times,  including  Godfrey  de 
Bouillon.  The  solemn  attitudes  of  these  figures, 
their  significant  countenances,  splendid  dresses, 
with  their  rich  drapery,  their  armour,  and  in  short 
every  accompaniment,  calls  up  the  recollection 
of  the  heroic  middle  ages.  On  the  highest  cor- 
nice of  the  cTioir,  are  twenty-three  other  small 
but  extremely  beautiful  statues  of  saints,  of  both 
sexes,  that  seem  to  look  down  on  the  kneeling 
emperor;  they  are  placed  as  if  to  receive  the 
prayers  of  the  royal  personage,  and  to  intercede 
for  him  in  heaven.  And  thus  this  most  beautiful 
and  extraordinary  monument,with  the  unexampled 
number  of  fifty-one  statues,  occupies  the  whole  of 
the  church. 
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It  had  always  been  the  wish  of  the  emperor  to 
be  buried  in  the  Tyrol,  his  favourite  country. 
But  he  died  in  Austria,  and  was  therefore  buried 
at  Vienna.    His  grandson,  Ferdinand  I.  however 
fulfilled  the  great  man's  wish.    He  built  the  con- 
vent and  church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  erected 
this  grand  monument  on  the  spot  which  his  grand- 
father had  selected  for  his  sepulchre.    The  four 
sides  are  divided  by  sixteen  pillars  of  black  mar- 
ble into  compartments,  containing,  in  a  double 
row,  twenty-four  tablets  of  the  finest  Cararian 
marble,  on  which  the  chief  achievements  of  the 
emperor  are  represented,  in  basso  relievo.     The 
rich  imagination  of  the  battles,  which  is  not  ex- 
hausted by  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  same 
object,  the  ease  and  nobleness  of  the  composi- 
tion, and  the  highly-finished  execution  is  asto- 
nishing.   Even  the  smallest  figures  are  conspi- 
cuously   and    clearly   expressed,,  although  the 
largest  is  above  one  foot  high.      The  emperor 
appears  on  every  tablet,  his  face  being  always  a 
portrait,  and  the  degrees  of  his  age  discernible. 
Costume,  arms,  horses,  architecture,  every  thing 
is  excellent ;  even  the  difference  of  character  of 
the  various  nations  that  are  represented,  is  deli- 
neated, and  without  exaggeration.    On  the  right 
of  the  entrance  to  the  church,  twenty -five  marble 
steps  lead  to  a  chapel  of  great  beauty,  and  which, 
on  account  of  the  quantity  of  silver  with  which 
it  used  to  be  adorned,  is  still  called  the  silver 
chapel.    Here  is  the  tomb  of  the  Archduke  Fer 
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dinand  II.  of  Tyrol,  and  of  his  beautifal  consort 
Philippine  of  Augsberg.  In  a  rgcess  of  the  wall 
the  image  of  the  Archduke,  in  his  state  dress,  is 
lying  •n  a  very  low  sarcophagus.  In  the  centre 
of  the  wall  appears  his  coat  of  arms  in  mosaic, 
and  in  front  of  the  sarcophagus  all  the  various 
arms  of  the  family.  Upon  four  large  marble 
tablets  are  represented  his  chief  achievements  in 
basso-relievo,  with  innumerable  figures.  The 
most  beautiful  image  of  his  consort  is  habited  in 
a  shroud,  and  lies  on  pillows  upon  a  marble  block 
about  three  feet  high ;  the  front,  which  is  divided 
by  small  columns  int6  three  compartments,  con- 
tains an  inscription  in  the  middle,  and  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  acts  of  charity  towards  the  living 
and  the  dead  in  beautiful  basso-relievo. 

The  streets  of  Inspruck  are  in  general  narrow, 
but  in  the  part  called  the  New-town,  they  are 
of  handsome  width ;  stately  buildings  however 
abound  in  every  quarter.  One  of  the  most  re- 
markable, perhaps,  is  the  old  palace  of  the  Counts 
of  Tyrol,  with  its  curiously  wrought  balcony,  a 
roof  entirely  gilt,  and  the  whole  front  covered 
with  stone  basso-relievos,  representing  coats  of 
arms,  tournaments,  battles,  &c. 

On  our  second  visit  to  Inspruck,  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  people  in  their  Sunday 
dresses,  which  are  curious.  The  girls  among  the 
lower  orders  in  the  city  are  not  peculiarly  dis- 
tinguished in  their  habiliments,  but  they  all  wear 
commpn  round  hats  of  felt,  like  the  men,    The 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ROMAN  VILLA.  753 

dress  of  the  females  in  every  part  of  the  country 
is  peculiar,  but  e«rery  valley  has  its  own  fashion. 
Besides  very  broad-brimmed  round  hats,  they 
wear  also  another  head-dress  in  winter,  consisting 
of  rough  worsted  pointed  caps  of  a  white  colour. 
The  dress  of  the  men  is  light,  and  convenient  for 
mountaineers  and  hunters.  On  their  green  small 
hats,  turned  up  on  the  side,  they  wear  as  a  trophy 
of  the  chace,  a  heath-cock's  feather  or  the  beard 
of  a  chamois  goat.  Over  the  waistcoat  they  wear 
neatly-stitched  braces,  connected  over  the  chest 
by  a  cross-strap,  under  which  it  joins  the  broad 
leather  waist-belt.  The  breeches  only  descend  as 
far  as  the  knees,  which  remain  bare,  to  facilitate 
their  climbing  on  the  rocks  ;  and  below  the  knees 
the  legs  are  covered  either  with  gaiters  or  stock- 
ings. The  rifle  always  makes  part  of  their  equip- 
ment :  shooting  is  heard  all  day  long,  and  it  is  on 
this  account  that  sometimes  no  birds  are  to  be 
met  with  in  a  whole  district.  Chamois  flesh,  par- 
.  tridges,  heath-cocks,  and  other  wild  fowl,  are  to 
be  had  here  at  all  times. 

In  a  few  weeks  after  our  return  from  this  jour- 
ney. Her  Majesty  made  a  trip  to  Rome,  for  the 
benefit  of  a  change  ot  air,  under  the  advice  of  her 
physicians;  and  after  a  stay  of  a  few  days,  finding 
a  beneficial  effect,  she  purchased  a  beautiful  little 
villa  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  in  which  Her 
Majesty  passed  several  months,  dividing  her  time 
between  the  social  intercourse  of  a  select  circle 
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of  the  English,  Italian,  and  foreign  nobility ;  and 
frequent  short  journeys  to  different  parts  of  Italy 
not  before  visited,  wherever  interesting  objects 
presented  themselves.  Among  these  were  Signi- 
galia,  Ferrara,  &c.  After  Her  Majesty's  return 
from  Rome,  we  made  journeys  into  Switzerland 
by  the  Alps,  to  the  Glaciers,  and  other  points  of 
interesting  scenery  which  have  been  before  de- 
scribed or  adverted  to,  the  intervals  being  spent 
in  a  circle  of  rational  enjoyment  in  the  seques- 
tered and  delightful  scenes  of  the  Villa  D*Este. 

Her  Majesty's  amusements  and  occupations 
were  now  such  as  might  be  expected  of  a  high- 
minded  and  public  spirited  Pi*incess,  who  dealt 
out  charity  with  an  unsparing  hand,  wheresoever 
she  found  deserving  objects  for  it ;  whose  pre- 
sence everywhere  diffused  an  admiration  of  her 
genius  and  enterprise ;  whose  pursuits  were  dig- 
nified and  useful ;  whose  taste  was  in  the  purest 
mould  of  refinement ;  whose  judgement  was  as 
mature  and  solid,  as  her  powers  of  apprehension 
were  quick,  and  her  determinations  resolved; 
and  whose  dignity  of  manners  and  indescribable 
attractions,  were  equalled  only  by  her  sweetness 
of  temper  and  excellence  of  heart. 

The  circumstances  which  at  length  drtfw  Her 
Majesty  from  her  dignified  retirement,  and  in- 
duced her  to  place  herself  in  the  prqud  fear- 
lessness of  conscious  innocence  before  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  being  essentially  distinct  from 
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the  object  of  this  work,  and  having  arrived  at 
that  important  epoch  of  Her  Majesty's  life,  I 
respectfully  close  my  labours.  And  with  a  per- 
fect conviction  of  its  propriety,  I  say  (with  re- 
ference to  Her  Majesty's  travels)  to  every 
English  woman  possessed  of  equal  means, 

"  GO  THOU   AND  DO  UKEt^ISE." 


THE   END. 


B.  Bmley,  SoU  Cmi^  FUct  Street, 
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